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Mrs. George W. Etzell of Newton 
has received word th a t her sister, 
Mrs. W. S. E rh a rd t of Villa Grove, 
had received a m essage transcribed 
from  a record played over the J a p ­
anese radio recently, alleged to have 
been made by L ieutenant Charles 
E rhard t. I t  w as transcribed by a 
m an in M innesota who m akes a  hobby 
of transcrib ing  such m esasges and 
sen t the E rh ard ts  by him.

The m essage read: “Hello friends 
and A m ericans!” L ieutenant E rh a rd t 
said in the record supposedly recorded 
in Zentsuji prison on the island of 
Skikou. “To anyone hearing m y 
voice, m y earnest desire is for you to  
get in touch w ith  m y wife, Mrs. Jule : 
E. E rhard t, in Texas, and w ith  m y ! 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. S. E r h a r d t! 
of Villa Grove, Illinois.”

He added th a t a cable sen t him 
la st M arch had reached him  in Oc- j 
tober and said i t  w as the f irs t word j 
he had received from  his wife or j 
fam ily since 1941, and i t  made him  |
“m ost excited.”

 ̂ $ $ $ $ $
P riva te  F irs t Class Jam es L. W al­

lace, Company C., F irs t battalion, 
26th Marines, Camp Pendleton, 
Oceanside, California, w rites his 
fa th e r: “I  hope you will forgive me
for no t w riting  sooner. So m uch has 
been happening to  me la tely  I  haven’t  
had tim e to w rite to anyone. About 
a  m onth ago they broke up th e  p a ra ­
troops, ju s t as we w ere g e ttin g  ready 
to  ship out. W hen they did i t  they  
said they couldn’t  jum p par am arines 
out of the island, so I  guess th a t  is 
why they moved us from  the te n t 
camp into Camp Pendleton.

“We are living in barracks now. 
I'm  w ritn ig  th is from  a hospital bed. ! 
I  have been operated on fo r a strain , 
or som ething like tlm t. I  lost a lot 
of blood and am  sn ll p re tty  weak. 
My nurse said I  have been sitting  up 
too long now, so I  had be tte r close.”

He is a  son of L. A. W allace and 
nephew of Mrs. I ra  Goldsby. He 
joined the M arines a t  St. Louis in 
1942 and w as expecting to go over­
seas anytim e; w as to have gone in 
M arch bu t broke his foot and signed 
up for a la te r bunch.
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Radioman Second Class Gerald 
Field is visiting his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Irl Field of Newton, a fte r  m any 
m onths in the Pacific area. R ecent­
ly  he has been a  communications m an 
a t  N aval headquarters a t  P earl H a r­
bor. He has been given an opportun­
ity  to  qualify for officer’s train ing  
and will a ttend  some college or un i­
versity  and hopes to be sent to  the 
U niversity  of Illinois a t  Champaign- 
U rbana.

Gerald is serving his second enlist­
m ent in the Navy, having been in the 
service before P earl Harbor. He re ­
cently saw  Stanley and Will Robards 
and o ther Jasper county boys serving 
in the N avy in the Pacific.

* * * * * #
Charles E. Geltz, coxswain in the 

United S tates Navy, returned to New 
York, F riday  night, a f te r  spending a 
twelve day leave w ith his m other, j 
Mrs. Minnie Geltz and his b ro ther 
and sisters a t  Sainte Marie. He also 
celebrated his b irthday  and th a t of 
his pal, John Ochs, which occurred
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on the same day, Jan u ary  30. His | 
brother, Gerald Geltz, in the United j 
S tates Army, is in England, and says j. 
th a t the big m om ent is coming soon .!
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Ensign F loren t Schuch is visiting , 
his/ parents, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Schuch of near Newton. He is en- 
route from  B anana River, Florida, 
where he has been in train ing  as a 
Naval aviator, to the Pacific coast. 
On his w ay here, he visited his b ro th­
er, S taff Sergeant John Schuch Jr. 
a t  Chatham  field, Savannah, Georgia.

* * * * * *
In a le tte r to his parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. Dolph Maxwell of Willow Hill, I 
L ieutenant Otis Maxwell asked th a t 
they take this w ay of thanking  all the 
friends who so kindly rem em bered 
him a t C hristm as and on his birthday. 
The le tte rs  and cards were g rea tly  
appreciated. L ieutenant Maxwell is 
now in Italy.

f * * * * * *
Sergeant Orville Collings of t F o rt 

Knox, Kentucky, is spending a fur- 
j lough here w ith  friends and relatives.
I He is driver of a  ten  ton w recker 
| truck, which is used to  go out a fte r  
j wrecked tanks and trucks; and to 
j pull them  out when they are stuck in 
the mud.

* * * * * *
Mrs. N ora Riddle has received word 

th a t her son Sergeant Floyd M. Rid­
dle is now w ith the Am erican arm ed 
forces in England. He is well and is 
enjoying life. If  anyone wishes to 
w rite to him, please address the l e t - j 
te r  in care of Mrs. N ora Riddle, Rose j 
Hill.

* Sis * * * *
Corporal Eugene Salyers is spend- j 

ing a furlough here. He is an  arm or­
ed ca r driver in the Second Calvary, 
which is now mechanized, and will 
a ttend  radio school a t  F o rt Riley, 
Kansas.

* * * * * *
W illiam  R ay Bunton, Claude Ron­

ald Byrd, Je rry  W ayne Chapman, 
Loren Cox and Babe R uth  Reed are 
home on a furlough from  G reat Lakes 
N aval T raining S tation on completion 
of the ir boot training.

* * sfs * * *
Mrs. F lo ren t C. “Bub” F aller of 

Newton has received word from  her 
husband th a t he is in England. He 
is w orking in an  A rm y post office 
there.
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