
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Heady have re
ceived a very interesting  le tte r from 

i their son, Technical Sergeant Ardell 
! Heady, who is serving w ith U. S. for
ces in Italy, in the Photo Reconnais
sance Wing.

The le tte r  was w ritten  shortly be
fore Christmas, bu t from w hat he 
says there was not much sign of 
Santa Claus where he w as stationed.

The letter, in full, follows:
Dear Mother: It is 10 o'clock Decem

ber 20, 1943, Only four more shopping 
days until Christmas.

Well I have done all my Christmas 
shopping quite some tim e ago. I 
didn’t  do much this year, but I m ust 
adm it it w as more than  I did l a s t 1 
year. None of this ta lk  m eans much 
bu t it m akes me th ink  of la s t Christ
mas. We dined on “C” rations. Maybe 
you don’t know w hat they are, but 
you are ju st as well off. I wish I did 
not know about them, but I can say 
w ithout equivocation th a t the roads 
from Cassblanca to  Algiers, to Tunis, 
from Gela to Palerm o to Messina,
from Salerno to ------------- are paved
w ith “C” ration  cans; ju s t as the 
roads to Rome and Berlin will be. 
(I w onder who will have the honor 
of laying the la st can.)

Ttowever, ^rations are th e  vogue 
in Italy . They are a little  different. 
They come in cardboard boxes and 
are a little  m ore concentrated. They 
aren’t  w orth ta lk ing  about, however.



| All this is beside the point. I  am 
well and reasonably  happy (slap- 
happy). I am sleeping in a  room th a t 
looks like a cell. I t  has bars over the 
'windows an d  a  heavy bar across the 
door. I seldom see the p lace except 
a t n igh t and then  it is dark  a n d  I 
can’t  see it. (Silly, isn’t  it? )  But you 
see, I spend m ost of my tim e in the 
office during th e  day and m ost of the  
night also. W e have lights in tthe of
fice and 1 c a n  re a d  there.

i
The food is  b e tte r  hem  th an  I got ] 

back in Africa in my own outfit. Cig- ! 
are ttes are free, however th a t doesn’t 
m ean anything to me. I  trad e  them  

n ff  o r  give th em  away. We get m ore 
PX rations here, too. We can get lau 
ndry done for alm ost nothing a t all.

I haven’t m a d e  a sincere a ttem p t 
to le a rn  Ita lian  yet, however 1 am 
picking up a few words here and 

j there. Some mf th e  I ta lian s  .^peak 
f Prerati, so I c a n  get along.
| I got the package containing the 
toilet k it today. I m ust say I  was 
needing it very much and alse the 
things th a t were in it cam e in handy. 
We get plenty of soap and tooth- j 
paste  over here, so I have no need 
for th a t. i

Well, H thirik I should go to bed, I , 
have to g e t up in the m orning as us
ual. So, good night. I’ll be thinking 
about all .of you all the time. 

i ________________ARDELL


