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Oliver Emmerich w rites his uncle, 
William G. Emmerich of Island 
Grove, from Somewhere in Italy , un­
der date of December 16:

“A t last I ’m .getting  around to  ans­
wering some of your letters. And 
thank you for the candy. I t  really  is 
good and th a t isn’t  all my words. 
Several other fellows think the same. 
We usually get a fa ir am ount of 
candy, but m ost of i t  has been hand­
led several tim es and you can im agine 
w hat happens.

“The handlers sort of get the first 
choice. The com bat troops are the 
tail end. I ’m seldom caught short. 
I  happened to* be where a truck  was 
hauling all sorts of goods from  a  ship 
and all I had to do was ask the A rabs 
fo r some ‘bon-bon’ and they’d hand 
over plenty so long as the soldier in 
charge didn’t  see it. By the w ay 
‘‘bon-bon’ is w hat the F rench and 
Arabs call candy. Anyway I  had 
candy for a  while. T hat w as while 
I  was in A frica yet.

“You asked about the people, their 
habits and w hat they th ink  of us. As 
I  see it they like the Am ericans fa ir ­
ly  well. You see when we f irs t a r ­
rived they’d give us fru it, wine and 
m ost anything. They soon found th a t 
every soldier had money in  every 
pocket and cigarettes by the carton. 
Of course, th a t’s w hat they  though t 
and very soon everything they  had to 
sell w ent sky high.

“The same th ing  is happening here. 
W hen we f irs t came here the barbers 
would charge five or ten  lire. A lire 
Is equal to  a  cent in America. And 
now they ask  th ir ty  and up. The 
pay off comes when they  ask  for a 
cigarette. In no tim e fla t there is 
a  crowd around if you pull out a 
pack. Their smokes are so m uch 
w eaker and scarce th a t ours are tops 
to  them.

“In A frica I  believe half the people 
a re  Arabs. They live in any kind of 
a  hut. So m any are ju s t plain d irty  
tram ps. They dress ju s t like the 
people did in Bible times. R ags over 
th e ir  shoulders; sandals made of any­
th ing  from  g rass to goat skin. I  saw  
lo ts of them  barefoot all sum m er and 
w inter. The sum m er w as very  hot, 
bu t m ost always a nice breeze.

“I  was in Tunisia m ost of th e  win- 
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i t  frozeTsome. The ra in  w as terrible. 
I  don’t  see how anyone lived w ithout 
ge ttin g  sick. I ’ve yet to have m y 
firs t sickness overseas. Guess I  b e t­
te r  not brag. A friend of mine left 
th is  m orning believed to have the flu.



“In  the eastern  p a r t of Tunisia a  
num ber of the people were of Ita lian  
descent. The land is cultivated only 
in  spots. They raise lots of wheat, 
olives, oranges, nuts, and vegetables. 
They irrigate m any patches of land. 
Lots of the country is mountainous. 
I t  is a  good place for sheep and goats 
b u t very little g rass so the sheep are 
poor.

“I t  seems as if the F rench own the 
land and the A rabs till it. Most 
F rench live in town. The -towns are 
old fashioned; lots of fancy stone 
work in the buildings. In  the better 
p a r t  of town the buildings are nice 
and white. No smoke from  heating  
system s and few factories, bu t then 
the poorer p arts  are terrible. I  was 
in  Ferryville around the very first. 
I t  was the nicest place I  saw. The 
people were wild w ith  joy. They lin­
ked the streets, waved, threw  flowers 
and  clapped their hands. A very  im ­
pressive scene. T  won’t  fo rget I t .

“Over here the people all seem to 
be poor. They farm  all the land ex­
cept the mountains. I t ’s very fertile. 
They raise w heat, some com, po­
tatoes, fruit, nuts, and oodles of 
olives. I  never have had any m aca­
roni. They say  the Jerries took all 
th e ir  white flour.

“I  alm ost forgot. A frica as well 
a s  here raises tons of grapes. I t  
seems they use them  all for wine. I  
som etim es th ink  th a t’s all they know, 
'wine, women, and song.’ L ately 
they’ve forgot the song. Really i t ’s 
terrib le how they act. I  never would 
have believed it.

“I  th ink you have a  good idea about 
me coming back on a  furlough. W ish 
everyone thought the same. I ’m  
afraid  my chances of th a t  are very 
very slim, I ’d feel safer saying a fte r  
these Jerries are finished I ’d have a 
chance of getting  back—if I ’m  fo r­
tunate  enough to m ake i t  through. 
One never knows, does one?

“I  had lo ts of close calls, bu t they  
never did w reck m y nerves as i t  did 
for some. I ’ll say  one th ing  anyone 
getting  wounded certain ly  gets good 
medical care. I  ik  our medicos 
are  tops. The peop -ack home have 
got to  help also. <o keep buying 
those W ar Bonds.

“So fa r  in this wl I’ve personally 
captured nine Germ is w ith  a  45 

.caliber pistol. I  w ish they’d all give 
iup as th ose did. I  th ink  in  tim e they



will. I ’m guessing nex t summer. 
Don’t  get the idea they’re licked now. 
F a r  from  it. I  never like to under­
estim ate the enemy. He seems to be 
very very stubborn here in these hills. 
W e’re stay ing  w ith  him  though.

' ‘One th ing which helps my money 
increase over here is the barbering 
I ’m doing. I  never thought I ’d ever; 
do any when I  f irs t s ta rted  cutting  
hair. The fellow who did i t  when we 
first left the U nited S tates was crip­
pled in the bombing raid  in our f i r s t , 
battle . He’s in the s ta te s  now. Then 
another fellow took over. He’s in the 
kitchen crew and he doesn’t  like to 
do it  very well. So the fellows who 
don’t  like ‘wop’ haircu ts come to me. 
This la s t week I  cut two days 
straigh t, very  nearly  sixty heads.”

*  *  :js

Four huge new classes of the men 
who will pave the road to invasion 
w ith bombs were graduated  S aturday 
from  the W est Texas Bom bardier 
Quadrangle schools of the Arm y 
A ir Forces T rain ing Command a t 
Midland, San Angelo, Childress and 
Big Spring.

“How to do the job when there’s 
nobody to help you” is the subject 
tau g h t cadet bom bardiers a t  the com­
b at camps of the Quadrangle schools. 
Here, student bom bardiers learn  to  
live on concentrated rations, dig fox­
holes, take cover in bombing a ttack s 
and fly missions under the m ost ex­
acting  “fron t line” conditions.

Among the young bom bardiers who 
won the ir w ings w as Second Lieu­
ten an t Don E. M eeker of Hidalgo, 
who graduated  from  Midland.

H igh ranking  officials of the Arm y 
A ir Forces have declared th a t  these 
bom bardier g raduates have received 
the m ost complete schooling ever 
given bombardiers, and, officials said, 
“they are so fully  trained  th a t they 
are prepared not only to  drop bombs 
where they will do the enemy the 
m ost harm , bu t to  plan and supervise 
an entire bombing mission, from  the 
loading of bombs to  the carry ing  out 
of evasive action.”

H undreds of hours of practice 
bombing over prairie  ta rg e ts  built 
to sim ulate actual enemy objectives 
have given these newly graduated  
Axis b lasters bullseye skill in h ittin g  
the ta rge t. In  classrooms and on an 
infinite varie ty  of “synthetic” tra in ­
ing devices, they are developed vita l 
auxiliary skills in bom bsight m ain­
tenance, meteorology, camouflage and 
camouflage detection, pilotage and 
dead reckoning navigation, ta rg e t 
identification -and a irc ra ft and naval 
vessel recognition.



P riva te W illiam A ubrey Chesnut 
w-ritpg tVm Presa from Camp Crowder. 
Missouri, where he is in tra in ing  for 
the Signal Corps: “A fter spending
four days a t  F o rt Sheridan Reception 
center, I  was assigned to the Signal 
Corps and sen t to Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, for basic tra in ing  and 
specialist school.

“This is the la rgest Signal Corps I 
train ing  center in the country. I  
don’t  know exactly w hat I ’ll do as 
yet, bu t I ’m going to s tay  here seven­
teen weeks and probably by th a t 
time, I ’ll know.

“Most of the ou tfit are young fel- i 
lows, who for the m ost p a r t came out j 
of schools fo r radio, telephone, tele- j 
graph, etc., operators and repairm en. 
They are from  Chicago, Detroit, and 
New York m ostly; and sound like 
foreigners to  me. N aturally , of 
course, I ’d much ra th e r  be home, but 
the trea tm en t etc. here is o. k. Buy 
Bonds and ge t us home as soon as 
possible.”

Recognition as a “qualified s tr ik e r” 
for the p e tty  officer ra te  of m otor 
m achinist’s m ate th ird  class came to  
Bluejacket Jam es R. M attingly, 18, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John S. M at­
tin g ly " b f^ o u te ^ w d T ^ e w tb h , during 
recent g raduation  ceremonies a t  the 
N aval T raining school (Diesel) locat­
ed a t  the N aval A ir Technical T ra in ­
ing center on N avy pier, Chicago.

The bluejacket, now a  firem an firs t 
class, was sent to the specialty school 
on the basis of his recru it train ing  
aptitude tests. A t N avy pier the 
newly graduated  N avy m an received 
fundam ental instruction  in the oper­
ation and m aintenance of in ternal 
combustion engines and the ir aux­
iliaries. Active du ty  orders to sea 
or to some shore sta tion  now aw aits 
him.

$ * * sH # *
A recent rec ru it a t  the United 

S tates N aval T rain ing Station, G reat 
Lakes, is H arold Haven Boggs of 
Newton.

Now undergoing “boot” train ing, 
he is being indoctrinated into N avy 
life, and is being instructed  in sea­
manship, m ilitary  drill and naval p ro­
cedure. He will be given a series of 
aptitude tests to  determ ine w heth­
er he will be selected to a ttend  one 
of the N avy’s service schools, or will 
be assigned to active duty  a t  sea.

Upon completion of his rec ru it 
training, he will be g ran ted  a nine- 
day leave.

*  sj: *  *  *

L ieutenant and Mrs. Otis Maxwell 
are the paren ts of a son, Otis Craig 
Maxwell, the ir second child, born a t  
a  hospital a t  Taylorville, Tuesday



morning. L ieutenant Maxwell is now 
in Europe with the Army. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dolph Maxwell of Willow Hill 
and Mr and Mrs. Ed Foltz of Newton 
are grand-parents.

* * * * * *
Jasper Newlin was a Newton shop-1 

per, Tuesday afternoon. He stated  |  
th a t his brother, John Newlin, w h o ■ 
has been w ith the American forces in 
the Southwest Pacific, is now in a 
hospital in California and expects to  
be placed in another hospital soon, 
which is closer home, probably in 
Iowa.

% Hi H: Hs Hi sfc
Charles Ray Lewis, son of Super­

visor and Mrs. Charles E. Lewis of 
Wheeler, has passed his examinations 
for Aviation Cadet train ing  a t George 
field, Lawrenceville. He le ft Newton 
w ith the group, Tuesday for Chicago, 
where he will be assigned to some 
school for training.

Sherm an Reed of Newton, received 
a le tte r  Saturday, from  his son Roe 
Reed in New Guinea, s ta tin g  th a t he 
was o. k. and th a t the w eather was 
rainy  and hot there. He also receiv­
ed a le tte r  from  another son W illiam 
who is in the A rm y in California. He 
says it is warm , there. Sherm an has 
four sons in the Army.

# sj: * * * *
Corporal Jam es Beebe of Newton, 

who is stationed in the M editerranean 
th ea tre  of war, w rites R ay E. Everly 
th a t he is ge tting  along fine and will 
be glad when he gets home so he can 
join the A m erican Legion and ge t his 
feet on Jasp er county soil again.

jp  ̂ Hs sH * *
P riva te  Raymond Swisher, who is 

in the M ilitary Police a t  Camp Mc­
Cain, Mississippi, w rites th a t  they  had 
a six inch snow down there bu t i t  soon 
m elted off. The w eather stays raw  
and cold, and is unlike the Mississippi 
w eather generally.

n: * * * * *
S taff Sergeant S tanley Hynes and 

Corporal Don H artrich  le ft W ednes­
day for Elkins, W est Virginia, where 
they are w ith  the T h irteen th  E vacu­
ation hospital. They are in the m an­
euver area, and often have in jured 
men to care for.

Hi * * * * *
Chief Ship F itte r  and Mrs. M aynard 

Honey are the proud paren ts of a 
daughter born a t  Mrs. Honey’s home 
town, Lincoln, on Jan u ary  10. M ayn­
ard  is in the N avy on the Pacific 
coast.

* * * Hi *
I Chaplain C. C. Lowe of Camp Chaf­
fee, A rkansas, who spent a  fifteen

day furlough a t  Willow Hill w ith  his 
wife and four daughters, s ta rted  back 
to camp la s t W ednesday.

L ieutenant H arold T. Heady w rites 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. 
Heady of N ewton vicinity, from  E ng­
land th a t he is well.

$ $ $ $ $ ^
George W arfel, an apprentice sea­

m an a t G reat Lakes N aval T raining 
station, is convalescing following an 
operation for hernia.

*  *  *  *  *  *

P riva te F irs t Class Robert F ear has 
been transferred  from  Camp Bowie, | 
Texas, to Camp Knox, Kentucky.


