
With the 
Colors

Technical Sergeant F o rrest Alex­
ander, who is in India w ith the U nit­
ed S tates Army, w rites his wife a t 
Newton: “Y esterday m y section re ­
ceived a commendation which came

through channels from  General S tra t-  
m eyer on a  recent inspection tou r by 
the inspector general. Our section 
was ra ted  'excellent.’

“H ere is p a r t of w hat the le tte r 
says: 'The base chemical section re ­
ceived a commendation from  M ajor 
General S tratm eyer, dated April 30, 
1944, on its ra tin g  of “excellent” giv­
en during the recent inspection by 
the inspector general. Technical 
S ergeant F orrest W. Alexander, 
through his resourcefulness and hard  
work contributed a g rea t deal to ­
w ards our obtaining this commenda­
tion.’

“Then it  goes on to say  a lot of 
other stuff. I t  isn’t  much bu t it sure 
m akes a fellow feel th a t his try ing  
to do everything as best he can isn’t  
all in vain. Our section w as one of 
two which received the commenda­
tion.”

* * * * * *
Robert Jones of N ottingham , E ng­

land, w rites Mr. and Mrs. John B u t­
ler of near Ingraham : “I thought it
would be ra th e r nice for you to learn 
th a t I  had the pleasure of m eeting 
your son, Leo Butler, last Saturday 
evening. I  was on my w ay home 
about 11:00 p. m. when your son ask ­
ed me if I could direct him  to the 
American Red Cross depot in order 
th a t he could get a bed. As it  was 
not very fa r  aw ay I took him along 
to the depot, but unfortunately  no 
beds were available.



“A fter try ing  m ost of the hotels 
for accommodation he m et w ith  no 
success. An hour had passed all too 
quickly, and I  did no t like the idea 
of his w andering the s tree ts  all n igh t 
w ith  nowhere to  rest, so I  asked him 
if he would care to  come and spend 
the n igh t a t  m y home. You can 
imagine how delighted he was, bu t 
did not w an t us to be placed to any 
inconvenience.

“I  can assure you it w as a  real 
pleasure for all a t  home to m eet him. 
He had b reak fast and lunch w ith  us 
on Sunday then he had to leave in 
order to re tu rn  to his depot. I  am 
very pleased to inform  you th a t Leo 
is quite f it and well. He said it would 
be fine if I  w rote to you telling how 
we had met.

“Would like to assure you how very 
delighted we felt to be of some small 
service to your son, and hope i t  will 
no t be too long before we all have the 
pleasure of his com pany again. P e r­
sonally, I  feel it  is the least we can 
do to help our A m erican friends all 

j we can, as they are thousands of 
i miles from  home and all they love.
$ “Please do no t th ink  we have done 
S  such a wonderful b it of kindness. I t  
I is only a very small bit in re tu rn  for 

all the splendid assistance and service 
J your country has rendered to us in 
| the terrible struggle which we have 

had for over four years.
“Sincerely hope this awful business 

! will soon be over, and enable every 
; one to  live in peace once again.”

Leo is now in F rance w ith  the 
-Am erican arm y. _______


