
Jam es H. Dunnigan, seaman firs t j 
class, w rites the Press from W ash- j 
ington, D. C.: “I  decided I  would!
drop you a line to le t you know how j 
I am  getting  along. As you already j 
know I am  a t  the Solomons branch, 
Maryland. I  am now on a  ship which 
is a  LCT, a  landing c ra ft tan k  ship. 
We pick up tanks, jeeps and men and 
take them  to bases where they are 
fighting.

“R ight now we a re  in train ing in 
which we go out on the Chesapeake 
bay and practice landing on the 
beaches, picking up tanks and going 
around on the Chesapeake and then 
come in on a  landing, seeing how fa s t 
we can m ake a landing and g e t the

tanks and men off.
“We w ent on ta rg e t practice Mon­

day, a t  which we shoot a t  an  a ir ta r ­
get and then a  w ate r ta rge t. I  did 
p retty  good a t it. We used a tw enty 
millimeter gun. We also had ta rg e t j  
practice w ith a .45 caliber tom m y 
gun.

“Our crew consists of twelve men 
and the skipper. We will be here for 
about three to six weeks, then we g e t 
sent out to pick up a new ship which 
will be ours un til she gets blown out 
of the w ater. We have a nice crew 
and one of them  whose nam e is Ken­
neth Fhench, whose home is in Diete- 
rich. He is our cook, and his b ro ther 
Calvin French, m arried  Clella Short 
of Newton. We were together fo r 

i about seven days before I knew we 
were so close together back home.

“He also has brother, W ilford 
“Peewee” French, who used to  w ork 
for K ralis P oultry  Company, bu t is 
in the Army. I t  is p re tty  nice to 
m eet someone th a t knows the sam e 
people you do and you ta lk  about old 
times.

“Today our ship is in dock, getting  
repairs and then we will be ready to 
go out on a cruise. I  believe I would 

' ra th e r be on a  LCT th an  I  would on j 
a cru iser or a destroyer. Well, th is 
is ju s t to let you know how things 
are going and to tell m y friends hello.
I better sign off until the next tim e.” 

* * * * * *



Corporal W illiam H. D ulgar w rites 
the P ress under date of June 21, 
while a t  sea: ‘‘I  haven’t  w ritten  you
for quite some tim e so ton igh t will 

I be a  good time. I ’ve been overseas 
j for six m onths now and I ’ve sure seen 
m y share of the country. W hen I 
f irs t came over I w as a t Brisbane, 
which is also in A ustralia.

“Then I was sent out on detached 
service on this hospital ship. The 
nam e of the ship is M aetsuycker. I t  
is a  D utch ship w ith  a D utch crew. 
The hospital s ta ff  are all from  the 
U nited S ta tes Arm y. This ship and 
the Tasm an, another D utch ship, are 
the only two A rm y hospital ships in 
the Southw est Pacific.

“W hen I  f irs t came on the ship we 
ran  back and fo rth  from  New Guinea 
islands to A ustralia, bu t now we run 
back and fo rth  from  the islands, 
carry ing  patien ts back to the Gen­
eral hospital in New Guinea. W e’ve 
been up to  the A dm iralty  islands and 
also to New B ritain . W e’re on our 
w ay north  now. I t ’s quite d ifferen t 
over here in the w ay of w eather than  
a t home. I t ’s hot everywhere, bu t 
the fa r th e r  north  you go the ho tte r 
it gets.

“The la s t tim e I  was in A ustralia  I 
ran  into W ayne Cowger from  G reen­
up. H e’s the f irs t fellow I ’ve run j 
into th a t I know since I ’ve been over 
here. Of all the patien ts we have 
I ’ve never seen anyone I knew. No 

I more news so I ’ll sign off and re tire  
for the n igh t.’’

“I hope m y Presses s ta r t  coming 
through. I ’ve only received about 
seven since I ’ve been over here.”

* * * * * *
Lois M. Week, aviation m achinist’s 

m ate, second class, who is stationed 
a t  the N aval A ir S tation  a t  Norfolk, 
Virginia, is visiting  her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. F red  H. W eek and sister, 
Mrs. H arold Smallwood, and a tten d ­
ing the Jasp er county fair. She re ­
cently received a  prom otion from  avi­
ation m achinist m ate th ird  class for 
work in connection w ith  overhaul 
I repair of airp lane engines.

f  * * * * * ...


