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P rivate F irs t Class Marcus M. Rife 

w rites his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
A. Rife of Wheeler, from  somewhere 
in France:

“I will drop a line, as I  have a few 
minutes, to let you know I am  now 
somewhere in F rance and am  ju st 
fine a t the present. There is nothing 
for you to be excited about. Of 
course, I can’t say w hat is going on 
here, but if you are listening to the 
news, which I  know you are, you 
know more than I do.

“I had a ra th e r  unusual m eeting 
yesterday w ith a  friend of mine. I t  
was none other than  Chester (Gump) I 
Bailey. I  mean to tell you th a t was I 
one happy meeting.

“I ju st walked tip on him. He didn’t 
recognize me a t first, and he was so 
surprised, as I was also, th a t we could 
hardly  speak. He didn’t  know me 
w ith my h a t on and I  would m o s t! 
likely have been the same way, bu t j 
he had his h a t off. He is sure fine 
and the same old Gump as always.”

~ * * * * *
An outstanding honor, the Expert 

In fan trym an  badge, has been awarded 
to  Leslie L. Isley of the 254th In fan ­
try  regifnent, S ixty-third division, 
Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi.

To receive such an aw ard i t  was 
necessary to be “tops” and qualify in 
such things as individual weapon, 
transition  firing, crew served weapon, 
grenade course, as well as complete 
fam iliarization firing, the prescribed 
twenty-five mile march, physical f i t­
ness test, in filtra tion  course, partic i­
pation in close com bat course, and 
cities course.

He is a  son of Mr. and Mrs. A lbert 
E. Isley of Newton.

Two Newton men are receiving 
their initial naval indoctrination a t 
the U. S. N aval T raining Station, 
G reat Lakes. Their “boot” train ing  
consists of instruction  in seamanship, 
m ilitary  drill and general naval pro­
cedure. D uring this period a  series 
of aptitude tests  will be tak en  by the 
recruits to determ ine w hether they 
will be assigned to a N aval Service 
School or to  imm ediate active duty 
a t  sea.

Their recru it train ing  completed, 
these m en will spend a period of leave 
a t  home. T hey  are: Royce Don H ig­
gins of Route Five, and Jesse N orth 
Jour dan.

* * * * * *



Aviation Cadet Mac D. C ram er,! 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Cram er 
of Yale vicinity, was graduated  from 
the A rm y A ir Forces P ilo t school 
a t  F o rt Sumner, New Mexico, Tues­
day, as a second lie u te n an t.. He was 
a  member of class 44-F of this Twin 
Engine school.

L ieutenant Cram er is a  graduate 
of Casey high school, class of 1942, 
where he won athletic honors. He 
will now w ear the silver wings of a 
flying officer.

* * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. E van Semple of W est 

L iberty are in receipt of word from  
their son Chester E. Semple, sta ting  
th a t he landed somewhere in England. 
He said the “last three Says of the 
tr ip  was rough and bounced us around 
a little. Some of the waves came 
over the fron t of the deck of the ship. 
Tell the re s t of the people around 
home where I  am, have them  w rite.”

T hey  can obtain his address from 
his parents.

* * * * * *



Mrs. Em m a Carlton of Willow Hill 
has received a  le tte r from  her son, 
P riva te F irs t Class Edmond B. 
“Speck” Orr, s ta tin g  th a t he has been 
aw arded the Good Conduct medal, 
given to soldiers who, since P earl* * 
Harbor, have completed a  year of 
exem plary service, upon recom m enda­
tion of the ir commanding officer.

“Speck” has been stationed in the 
Southw est Pacific for the p as t two 
years and this is the f irs t word re ­
ceived ̂ rom  him  for six weeks.

<y t f H
Staff Sergeant F ra n k  Y ork of 

Camp Wheeler, Georgia, is here 
spending fourteen days furlough w ith 
his wife and little  daughter, his p a r­
ents and other relatives and friends. 
S ergeant York is being transferred  
from  Camp W heeler to  a  camp 
somewhere in M aryland.

* * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Jones and P ri­

vate and Mrs. P au l W. Jones spent 
Sunday w ith  Mr. and Mrs. Eber 
W hitehurst and family. P aul is home 
on furlough from  Camp Lawton, 
W ashington. He and his wife will 
re tu rn  to Camp Law ton about the 
f irs t of July.

Mrs. E lm er Townsend of Newton is 
in receipt of a  le tte r  from  her nephew, 
L ieutenant George W. K asserm an 
Jr., s ta tin g  th a t he w as well. He was 
w ith  the initial wave which landed 
in France, June 6 on D-day. H er son, 
Corporal Tom Spencer, was still in

England subsequent to D-day.

Sergeant and Mrs. Dorris E. Scott 
and daughter Pam ela of M adison,, 

I Wisconsin, are spending a fifteen day 
furlough w ith their parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. A rthur W estendorf and fam ily: 
and Mr. and Mrs. E lm er J. Scott of 
Newton.

* * * * * *
Lieutenant and Mrs. H erbert A. 

Mason were v isiting Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Dhom la st week. Mrs. Mason 
is the form er Florence Dhom. They 
le ft S aturday  m orning for Edgewood 

, arsenal, Maryland.
* * * * * *

B erthal L. Adkins, firem an second 
class, who is stationed a t  G reat 
Lakes in Basic Engineers school, 
spent the week end a t  Willow Hill 
w ith his family.

* * * * * *
P rivate F irs t Class Carl Flynn of 

San Luis Obispo, California, is in 
Newton this week, visiting his wife 
and other relatives and friends. He 
is a form er resident of Willow Hill.
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