
Corporal Ferdinand L. H artrich  
w rites from Ita ly  to his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred H artrich  in Sainte 
M arie: “We've been p re tty  busy and
still are and you know w hat at. I  
can tell you now I was in the battle  
of Cassino. I thought I  was p re tty  
lucky th a t the Jerries didn’t  have 
any lead w ith m y nam e on it.

“Then the m alaria  germ  got me 
down; slept in too m any mudholes, I 
guess. I  was in the hospital eleven 
days, lost ten  pounds. Everyone was 
swell to us there, bu t I ’m  back on 
the firing  line and glad of it. I  m iss­
ed m y buddies you know.

“These Frenchm en over here are 
fighting  fools. I  hope they ge t a 
little  credit back there, bu t of course 
they have all G. I. equipment. We 
are still ‘sw eating,’ the big invasion. 
Everybody’s wondering w h a t’s hold­
ing it up. We hear the beachhead 
forces are on the offensive again, and 
w ith Cassino ready to crack, a g rea t 
day is in the offing.

“Maybe it  will have happened by 
the tim e you get this; why, we m ay 
even be in Rome. If  some people 
back there thought this should have 
happened long ago, w hat a  p ity  they 
couldn’t  have seen this b attle  ground.

“I ’m hoping you’re all well. Don’t  
w orry if you don’t  hear from  me 
often, we’ve big things to do.” 

* « « * * *
Private F irs t Class Charles R. 

W eber is under trea tm en t a t  Mayo 
General hospital, Galesburg, for m a­
laria  and yellow jaundice, acquired 
during his tw enty-eight m onths of 
service overseas in the Southw est 
Pacific. His m other, Mrs. P earl Daus 
of Elgin, who visited him last week, 
w rites th a t he is slowly improving 
but is no t allowed visitors except 
from  his im m ediate family.

He w as brought to the United 
S tates in one of four hospital planes 
which transported  seventy-three pa­
tients, several of whom w ere lit te r  
cases.

Charles w as a member of N ational 
Guard Company I, 129th Infan try , 
three years when inducted into fed­
eral service in the spring- of 1941, and 
received his train ing a t  Camp F o r­
rest, Tennessee. L ater he was trans-



ferred  to the 132nd In fan try  and was 
am ong the f irs t troops to land in 
A ustralia. He was la te r  stationed in 
New Caledonia, the F iji islands and 
the New Hebrides islands, and was 
in com bat in Guadalcanal and New 
Guinea.

L ieutenant Herschel Jones left F r i­
day evening for Maxwell field, M ont­
gomery, Alabama, where he will be 
assigned for train ing  w ith  B-17 and 
B-24 bombers, F lying Fortresses and 
L iberators. He expects to be there 
twelve or th irteen  weeks before go­
ing to the w ar zone. He has been a t  
Newton for a visit w ith  his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. V. A. Jones.

A nother son, L ieutenant W ayne D. 
Jones, has been assigned to  the 57th 
In fan try  T raining battalion  a t  Camp 
W olters, Texas, a fte r  special tra in ing  
a t  the In fan try  school a t  F o rt Ben- 
ning, Georgia.

• * * * * * *
Lewis J. Jenkins Jr., son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Lewis H. Jenkins of W est 
Liberty, was recently  graduated  from  
the N aval A ir Technical T raining 
Center located a t  Norm an, Oklahoma, 
while a t  the N orm an school he s tu d ­
ied the aviation specialty  field for 
which his rec ru it train ing  aptitude 
tests  showed he was best suited.

The newly g raduated  m an is now 
aw aiting  active duty  orders either 
to sea or to a  naval base, w here a fte r 
fu rth e r experience in his new trad e  
the blue jacket will be eligible for a 
higher promotion.

* * * * * *
Radiom an Second Class Neil M a­

son is visiting his sister, Mrs. C. R. 
Obermeyer and fam ily and his g rand­
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Eph Mason of 
Newton and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chester Mason of Vincennes, form ­
erly of Newton. He has been on a 
PT boat in the A leutian islands and 
has seen lots of service aga in st the 
Japs in th a t area.

* * * * * *
Ensign Ralph E. Swisher of Indian 

Head, M aryland, was in Newton, 
Tuesday night, visiting his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Swisher. H e re ­
ported to  the naval base a t  Los A n­
geles, Monday. He is w ith  the Mine 
Disposal Corps, and said he w as on 
his w ay to Tokyo and would be back 
in a year.

P riva te  Tony Levitt, who has been 
in an  M. P. ou tfit a t  F o rt Custer, 
Michigan, has been transfe rred  to  the 
20th Engineering T raining Company 
a t  Camp Ellis. They expect to  be 
sent overseas soon as a  replacem ent 
unit.

P riva te F irs t Class K enneth Wilson



i is spending a week’s furlough w ith  ■ 
. his parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Wil- 
. son, and his brother, A lbert Wilson 
. of Newton. He is stationed a t  Camp 
i Phillips, Kansas, where he recently
■ w ent a fte r maneuvers in Louisiana.

* * * * * *
Jam es Bruner, seaman firs t class,

■ who is in the Navy in the South Pa-
■ cific, w rites his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
! Ed B runer of Willow Hill, th a t he is 
i well and hopes to be home on a fur- 
l lough in the fall.
i A nother son, Glen L. Bruner, sea-
■ m an second class, who has been do- 
; ing duty w ith the Coast Guard in 
, South Carolina, is now a t sea w ith

the Navy.
* * * * * *

P riva te  F irs t Class Delbert Wilson 
i of Newton is back on duty again a t
* Camp Fannin, Texas, afte r having
■ undergone an operation for gallstones. 

He was critically ill for a time bu t 
is now much better and is expected 
home on a furlough soon.

* * * * * *
Lieutenant John S. W right of New-

• ton, who has been in N orth A frica 
, w ith  a Signal Intelligence unit, has
■ been in Ita ly  for the past month. His
* un it was transferred  to the Ita lian  
: mainland to be closer to the battle

area.
* * * * * *

Corporal Paul J. Reep is spending
■ a  furlough w ith his parents, Mr. and 
> Mrs. Verner L. Reep of Newton. He 
. accompanied three other soldiers as

fa r  as Evansville, a f te r  which they 
w ent to their homes in Ohio and In-

■ diana.
* * * * * *

Lieutenant Paul Robards is spend- 
: ing a  leave w ith  his parents, Mr. and 
. Mrs. Ohmer Robards of Boos. He
• has ju s t completed an  advanced 
, course in the Medical A dm inistrative 
[ Corps of the Army., * * * * * *

Corporal Jam es N. Beebe, who is 
in Sardinia, w rites th a t he is o. k.

. and things are going along as usual 
, w ith  his outfit. He looks forw ard to  
, the P ress as it  carries so much news 

from  home.
* * * * * *

! P rivate F irs t Class R. D. Ferguson 
of Willow Hill is now a t  Camp Van |

: Dorn, Mississippi, w ith Company I , ! 
144th Infantry, having been trans- j 
ferred  there from  Camp Hulen, Texas, j 

* * * * * *
W illiam J. Mendenhall of near 

! Newton has been promoted from  cor- 
’ poral to sergeant in the European 
' th ea tre  of operations. He is a  son 
; of Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Mendenhall. 

* * * * * *
P riva te  F irs t Class Lon Cleaver Jr.

. of Camp Grant, Rockford, spent the



. w eek end w ith, h is  p a re n ts ,  M r. a n d  
Mrs. Lon C leaver o f n e a r  N ew to n .

* * # * * *
» P r iv a te  A u b rey  C h e sn u t s p e n t  th e  

w eek end a t  N ew to n  w ith  h is  w ife  
and fam ily . I t  w as  M rs. C h e s n u t’s 
b irthday .

* * 4c * * *
P riv a te  E lm e r D a lto n , w h o  is  s ta -  

. tioned a t  M adison, W isconsin , s p e n t  
i th e  w eek  end w ith  h is  w ife  a n d  so n  

of N ew ton.
* * * * * *

S e rg ea n ts  S tan le y  H y n es  o f N e w ­
ton  and  D on H a r tr ic h  o f S a in te  M a rie  

. a re  in  I ta ly  w ith  a  G en e ra l h o sp ita l.

. They re c e n tly  sa iled  fo r  E u ro p e .
* * * * * »

C orporal Leo L a F ie f  is  sp e n d in g  a  
. fu rlo u g h  a t  N ew ton .

_____________________  TT --------------------------------------


