
With the3/s 
Colors

Corporal Marie Koeble w rites Miss 
Isabelle Hines of Newton from  F o rt 
Belvoir, Virginia:

“I t  seems like a  long time ago, and 
little did I  dream the time would go 
by so fast. Yes, I  have been in this 
women’s arm y over a year, and even 
though we all are anxious for this to 
be over and enjoy a nice p rivate bed
room w ith ruffled curtains a t  the w in
dow and m atching spread on the bed, 
I  alm ost dread to see the parting  of 
the ways for our company. I t  will be 
a  year next week th a t we arrived in 
Belvoir, and a number of us are still 
here together, having even gone 
through Adm inistrative school in Des 
Moines in the same class, so th a t 
now, we ju st seem like one happy 
family, and I know I will miss them.

“Oh yes, we have our gripe sessions, 
but we also have our good tim es too. 
And for a group of women living so 
close together (double decker beds 
spaced only a few feet apart) I  th ink 
we get along in grand style. When 
one is ill, there is really a  big fam ily 
to  w ait on you, as I found out during 
my long siege in the hospital. And as 
fa r  as having a  good time, you should 
see and hear the place on Monday 
nights when we are all confined to 
our area. I  have heard m any say 
th a t they have a  better tim e on Mon
day nights in the barracks when all 
are home than  any other night.

“I t  is a good thing we are not lo
cated in some residential d istric t of a 
city! But by the time for lights out 
the BP soon has all the noise calmed 
down to whispers which gradually 
fade away into peaceful slumbers, and 
by 6:30 the next morning you will 
see all the same girls lined up beside 
their bunks in newly pressed uni
forms, beds neatly  made, foot and 
wall lockers open and neatly  a rran g 
ed and the whole barracks shining 
w ith cleanliness, all in readiness for 
the weekly inspection by our company 
officers. Of course the barracks are 
inspected daily, but on the other days 
of the week they do it a fte r  we are 
gone to work.

— “Once a month, either the general 
)r colonel has the inspection of the 
company. This usually calls for still 
nore ex tra work, such as we had last 
veek. And in connection w ith la s t 
week’s all those th a t were in a  year 
Dr more and had not com mitted any 
serious infractions of the arm y rules 
were given a “Good Conduct” ribbon. 
So on Monday night we practiced for 
an hour or more on the drill field so 
the formation would be perfect, then 
we went back and cleaned the com
pany area.



“A fter all this, we woke up the next 
m orning to find a layer of snow on 
the ground and it  rained and snowed 
all day, so th a t evening afte r work, 
the colonel presented the ribbons to 
us in the barracks w ith very little 
ceremony. Yes, now we are all be
decked out in ribbons and look like 
a veteran from overseas. L ast fall 
all those th a t had been in the W aac 
and re-enlisted in the W ac was given 
a  green ribbon, and now we have a 
red “good girl” ribbon, as we call it.

“Since I last wrote you I  have also 
added another stripe on my sleeve, 
so th a t I now have the ra ting  of tech
nician fifth  grade. I t  came as quite 
a  surprise, having ju s t changed jobs 
on my return from  sick furlough.

“This is only the seventh of M arch 
and already we have had snow twice 
th is month. But spring should be 
Jiere soon, as I noticed on my last



trip  to W ashington th a t the green £ 
grass is try ing  to pu t in its appear
ance in places. And this is  really a 
beautiful spot in the spring and fall, r 
Some p arts  of the post are probably 1 
not so picturesque but the A rm y cer- i 
ta inly gave us a  lovely location. We 1 
are on the old side of the post, off J 
one corner of the m ain drill field. On i 
one side of this field is the flag  pole, < 
while the other three sides of the field 
is flanked by m assive brick buildings 
set back in well kep t lawns and 
shrubbery.

Off to  one corner can be seen a 
wooded section, and in am ong the 
trees can be seen the W ac barracks. 
Except fo r the M otor Corps, m ost of 
our girls w ork in these brick build
ings, one of them  being the post head
quarters, so th a t we are very close to 
our place of work. I  often stop and 
wonder if we really  realize how for - 1  

tunate we are in living so near our 
work and on such a  beautiful post. 
W hen you see this particu lar p a r t  of 
the post, visitors say  it reminds them  
of a  college campus.”

* * * * * *
B luejacket Lowell E. S later, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Levi A. S later of Yale, 
was graduated  la s t week from  the 
N aval Training school (Aviation) a t  
the N aval A ir Technical T raining 
Center, N avy pier, Chicago and re 
ceived recognition as eligible to quali- * 
fy  for the p e tty  officer ra te  of avi
ation m achinist’s m ate th ird  class.

The g radua te  w as sent to the spec- 
cialty school on the basis of his re 
cru it tra in ing  te s t scores which indi
cated aeronautical ability.

N avy pier’s school offers instruction  
for both aviation m achinist’s m ates 
and aviation m etalsm iths. A irplane 
motors, w iring and assem bly comprise 
the m achinist’s course; m etalsm iths 
learn  the m aintenance and repa ir of 
the airplane structure . Both groups 
received instruction  in the principles 
of flight.

I t  is reported  th a t  Corporal E rban  
H artke, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
L. H artk e  of near Dieterich, w as hon
orably discharged from  th e  U. S. 
A rm y on M arch 2, exactly two years 
a fte r the date he was inducted.

E rban  spent eighteen m onths in  the 
South Pacific b a ttle  area and p a r ti
cipated in action a t  Guadalcanal, and 
the New Georgia islands. He con
trac ted  tropical m alaria  from  which 
he has not as ye t fully recovered. He 
recently  spent th ree weeks w ith  his 
paren ts while on a  furlough from  the 
O’Reilly General hospital a t  Spring- 
field, Missouri, w here he had been 
receiving care and trea tm en t since his 
re tu rn  to the sta tes.



Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Miller of Willow 
Hill vicinity are in receip t of a  le tte r  
from  the ir son, Corporal Glenard E. 
Miller, w ritten  a f te r  he arrived back 
a t  his base in the H aw aiian islands 
a fte r partic ipa ting  in the assau lt on 
the M arshall slands.

He said he w as well and feeling 
fine, and enjoyed reading the Presses, 
which had arrived in the m eantim e, 
even if they were late. He hadn’t 
had any m ail since December 14. 

* * * * * *
Sergeant F rancis Kinsel, U nited 

S tates A rm y A ir Force, Charleston, 
South Carolina, ta lked  to  his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Kinsel of Newton, 
by telephone, Saturday  night. He 
told them  he had been prom oted to  
sergeant th a t day. He said he had 
been quail hunting some and had had 
good luck. He added fishing w as good 
there also. His wife is w ith him. 

* * * * * *
Jam es Picquet, aviation m achinist’s 

m ate f irs t class, U nited S tates Navy, 
is spending a furlough w ith his par- j 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. W alter Picquet of 
Sainte Marie, and other relatives. He 
participated  in battles on Guadal
canal and other islands in the Solo
mon cam paign and elsewhere in the



Southwest Pacific.
* H« * * * *

Jam es Edward Thompson, aviation 
m achinist’s m ate firs t class, is here 
from  the Naval Air S tation a t  A la
meda, California, visiting his wife and 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Thomp
son. He is back in the United S tates 
a fte r serving during the Guadalcanal 
campaign. _____



P rivate Ennis D. Frazier has been 
transferred  from Keesler field, Missis- j 
sippi, to  Columbia Arm y Air Base,

[ Columbia, South Carolina, where he |
1 is in the 309th Bomber group, 426th 

Bomber squadron. He w rites th a t he 
likes it  fine there.

* * * * * *
Announcements have been received 

in Newton of the b irth  of a son a t  the 
: Coleman hospital in Indianapolis to 
, Sergeant and Mrs. Ralph Elston. He 
! has been nam ed Ralph W arren II.
: Sergeant E lston is in the  A ir Forces 
; in England. Mrs. E lston is the form- 
• er Deloris F ro s t of Indianapolis.

* * * * * *
P rivate F irs t Class Paul Jean  Reep 

is spending a  short furlough w ith his
■ parents, Mr. and Mrs. Verner L. Reep
- of Newton. He has been a t Camp
■ Campbell, Kentucky, w ith the Arm y 

A ir Force.
l * * * * * *
5 Sergeant Russell F. Desch, son of 
; Mr. and Mrs. W illiam B. Desch of 
3 Indianapolis, is assigned w ith the Air 
3 Corps in a  Q uarterm aster Service 
F group, stationed in England.
2 * * * * * *
3 Dale Boxley, aviation m achinist’s 

m ate th ird  class, United S tates Navy, 
is spending a  short furlough a t  New- 

l ton w ith his wife and baby, born re-
1 cently.

* * * * * *
P rivate W ayne Billman is now over- 

3 seas somewhere in England. He has 
ju s t w ritten  his aunt, Mrs. H. M.

2 Davis of near Hidalgo.
* * * * * *

1 Corporal and Mrs. Rene C. Donnelly
- of Chicago are spending a two weeks 

furlough w ith her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Laurence Huber of Sainte Marie.


