
With the 3/y 
Colors

Chief P e tty  Officer E arl Jones, 
United S tates Coast Guard, w rites his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. V. A. Jones of 
Newton, from  New York, w here he 
has ju s t retu rned  from  a  th irty-five 
days a t  sea on a  destroyer escort, 
which helped convoy a  group of ships 
to  the M editerranean, tak ing  seven­
teen days to go and eighteen to re ­
turn.

“R ight after* I  called you we left 
New York w ith  a  convoy and took 
the ships across the A tlantic to the 
M editerranean, where they  were taken  
on to  Sicily by B ritish ships. We 
were disappointed in no t g e tting  to  
Sicily, bu t the M editerranean is con­
trolled by the English. We go t ten  
miles inside G ibraltar bu t th a t is all.

“In  all of our trip  both going and 
coming we had no trouble w ith  sub­
m arines and didn’t  see any. We re ­
ceived reports of subs being in areas 
where we had been bu t they didn’t 
bother us. The day a fte r  we tu rned  
the convoy over to the B ritish  two 
ships were sunk by Germ an subs in 
the M editerranean. There are still 
subs in  the A tlantic and there are a 
few  sinkings bu t not m any com pared 
to the num ber of allied ships going 
back and forth . We took eighty-four 
ships across and brought fo rty -e igh t 
back They were protected by ten 
destroyer escorts; th a t’s plenty of 
protection. We had a ir protection 
along the A tlantic coast of the U n it­
ed States, around Berm uda, off A frica 
and over the M editerranean.

“Before g e tting  to G ibraltar we 
(our ship only) escorted three ships 
to  the Azores, which belong to  P o r­
tugal and are neutral. Before we 
anchored in the ir harbor the natives 
paddled out to us and tried  to  sell 
th e ir  goods. I  had a four hour lib­
e rty  in one of the cities there and in 
th is tim e I  learned a new exchange of 
money, saw  women w ith  baskets on 
the ir heads and bought a  few th ings 
to  b ring  back. The Azores are much 
different from  Berm uda in th a t they 
have m any m ountains and hills. Their 
homes aren’t  as nice as the people are 
m osty peasants. They m ust have 
colder w eather in the Azores because 
things w eren’t  as green as Bermuda.

“I  saw  the fam ous rock of G ibral­
ta r  stre tch ing  up in the clouds. She’s 
really  unusual, there a t  the m outh of 
the M editerranean and one can easily 
understand why she is so valuable to 
England. I  w as ju s t as impressed 
w ith  the high rocks on the A frican 
side, which belong to Spain.



“Then we w ent down to C asablanca 
and were there th ree days, two of 
which I  used as liberty  and looked 
the cify over. As we came into port 
we could see sunken ships, some w ith 
only the m asts showing and others 
tu rned over. They belonged to F rance 
and were fighting  for Vichy, F rance, 
and when we invaded they  tried  to 
get out but our ships and planes took 
care of them. M ost of the French 
ships are there being repaired. They 
are beautiful ships bu t not much gun 
fire.

“The U nited S ta tes N avy has a 
supply and repair base there bu t the 
A rm y has moved out. Casablanca is 
made up of Arabs, F rench and Jews. 
Most of the A rabs are beggars and 
the m inute the A m erican sailors land 
ashore they s ta r t  begging and they 
pester you un til you have to  give 
them  something. The f irs t day I 
looked around and I  knew th a t  I  was 
being gypped in every store I  w ent in 
so the second day I  hired a  guide and 
toured Casablanca. The city  is very



modern except for transporta tion  and 
has a  lo t of ta ll buildings. I  saw 
the su ltan ’s palace and the hotel out­
side the city  where Roosevelt and 
Churchill met.

“Roosevelt’s picture was prominent 
in store windows but I  never saw 
Churchill’s. I  saw  the dirtiest, filth­
iest class of people there I  ever saw 
in my life and then in other sections 
there were beautiful, modernistic 
houses th a t  we would be proud to 
own.

“I asked the guide w hat the people 
th ink  of A m ericans and he replied, 
‘Well, you tre a t  us fine but we really 
like your money.’ He said th a t the 
food we were sending w as going to 
the rich, the F rench and the military, 
and th a t  the poor were starving. 
Prices have gone up trem endously 
since we invaded. Eggs were 3 cents 
per dozen and are now 65 cents. 
E verything w ent up. On top of th a t 
the U nited S ta tes used to get 75 
francs for a dollar and now we only 
get 50.

“We could only use invasion money 
ashore. Everyw here you could see 
A m erican influence tak ing  hold. Or­
chestras played A m erican songs, Am­
erican movies were showing, etc. The 
guide told us th a t the Germans ram - 
sacked the city  of m ost good articles 
and I  found i t  hard  to  buy anything 
good. I  did g e t hold of some leather 
articles, for they have plenty of lea th ­
er. I  tried  to buy some m ahogany 
lum ber bu t the guide said th a t there 
was none in the city  because they had 
no trucks to haul i t  in. The French 
arm y  had several cam ps there and 
they were holding some Ita lian  prison­
ers. I  saw  rows and roWs of A m er­
ican jeeps and trucks.

«,“The w eather w as nice and w arm  
all the way. I  played a  gam e of ball 
in Casablanca. W ent around in sh irt 
sleeves and go t a  nice ta n  coming 
back. Some rough seas bu t I  don’t  
mind th is anymore. *

“In  addition to running the store, 
giving tests  to  those being promoted, 
m anaging the movies and laundry  I 
w as made chief m aster a t  arm s for 
the trip. T h at’s a  tough job and one 
th a t no one w ants. I ’m in charge 
of the cleanliness, bunks, gear and 
have to w ork men keeping i t  clean. 
We have an inspection every a f te r­
noon.

“Among o ther good things the 
Coast Guard has ta u g h t me to like 
reading. I  never read much until th is 
trip  when w ith  nothing else to do I  
s ta rted  reading books we have and 
now I ’d ra th e r  read a t  n igh t than  do 
anything else. The food has been 
good. We have good bakers and get 
pie or cake every day. I  do miss ice 
cream  and milk bu t we can get along 
w ithout it.”

* * * * * *



Lieutenant Don E. M eeker of H i­
dalgo w rites the P ress from  Tonopah, 
Nevada, where he is receiving ad­
vanced tra in ing  as a  bom bardier:

“I haven’t  received the P ress since 
I have returned  from  furlough and 
have missed keeping up w ith  the J a s ­
per gang. I spent a week in Fresno, 
California, then was sent to Tonopah, 
N evada for O. T. U. The news should 
be spread to the Ja sp er county gang 
th a t are lucky enough to be in Texas 
th a t they are lucky. I am  about a 
hundred miles from  the center of 
D eath valley, and if they think the 
half M exican cities of Texas are bad 
they should try  Tonopah.

“I t  was a m ining ghost town; now 
it is about th ree thousand. H alf is 
A rm y personnel and the other half is 
Indians, w ith  a few whites. We have 
been w ithout electricity  for fo rty- 
eight hours due to  a  storm . Lines 
are down in the m ountains which en­
circle the field. I t  has been snowing 
the same period of time. No heat in 
the bunks because the heating  unit 
operated by electricity.

“Some of the folks in Jasper m ay 
th ink  th ings there a little  high. Here 
one room furnished, w ith bath, costs 
from  fifty  to seventy-five dollars a



month. If  you have a  room w ithout 
bath  you have to pay fifty  cents each 
bath. A t camp the w ater is also 
short. W ater is turned off eight of , 
the tw enty-four hours.

“Morale is jas good here as i t  has ! 
been a t  any camp I  have been in. 
L ast n igh t we had a candle on top of 
the piano for light, and from  fifty  
to a hundred officers from  second 
lieutenant to m ajor sang songs from  
10:00 to  12:00. L ast n igh t I  played 
two gam es of chess w ith a colonel, 
m ight add, I  lost. The c. o. is grand  
and swell to w ork for.

“I t  would be swell to hear from  
more of the fellows from  Jasper, es- 

, pecially the fellows on a ir  crews. I 
am  a bom bardier now on a B-24 or 
hope to be soon. My address is Lieu- 

• tenan t Don Meeker, 802 squadron, 470 
i Bomber group, Tonopah, N evada.”


