
FORMER TEACHERS 
WRITE LETTERS OF 

WAR TIME WORKs iyuw. o, jtfac /-}
BETTE JOHNSON WORKS IN WHITE 

HUOS£; HUSBAND IN THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC

| F at Johnson is in receipt of two 
interesting letters th is week, one 
from his brother, Lt. J. K. “P ete” 
Johnson, who is serving w ith the 
united States Marine Corps, and the 
other frpm Lt. Johnson's wife, Mrs. j 
Bette Lou Bans Jonnson, who is work­
ing in W ashington, D. C.

m  her le tte r rurs. Jonnson says she 
is working in the W hite House, bu t 
adds th a t “this is not as glamorous 
as it sounds, xor we really work.”

“I sit a t a typewriter all day long, 
w ith very few breaks,” she says, “but 
the people w ith whom I work are 
grand.

“We are in the mail room in the 
»executive oiiice. Right above us is the 
President’s office. I’ve seen his pri- • 
vate  swimming pool and th ea tre  in 
the sam e building. I have even been ; 
trea ted  for a cold in the office of Dr. I 
McIntyre, the President’s physician.” J

Mrs. Johnson’s duties are connected I 
w ith the “March of Dimes” th a t have j 
been forwarded to the W hite House j 
to help in the infantile paralysis j 
campaign.

Lt. Johnson does not tell of his) lo­
cation in his le tte r to his brother, but 
the way he describes the conditions 
as to the w eather and the m osquitoes 
leaves little  doubt bu t th a t he is in ! 
the southw est Pacific. His le tte r fol- j 
lows:

“Dear Pat: I am sorry about being j 
so slow in writing from my new lo- j 
cation but current work has kep t me 
very busy. I have been teaching for 
the past ten  days and the teaching 
is much more concentrated th an  any 
I have done previous to now. The 
pupils are swell and quick learners, 
v hich is more than  I can say for the 
teacher.

“I have been in excellent health , 
although clim ate ad justm en t is dif­
ficult. I ’ll sure have a lo t of w eather 
dope to te ll you when I return.

“T he m osquitoes here are very nu­
m erous, very active and very in telli­
gent. T o prove their m ental abilities 
it is necessary to observe them , which 
Is very  easy because of their size. 
W hen I first arrived I would get out 
r«r bed under the netting  on the sam e 
side every morning. I noticed afte r a 
few  dews. th e y  w ere  e ll  on one side 
every m orning when I crawled out. I 
s ta rted  using both sides to crawl out 
vo *bev. sn h t h a lf  n rd  h a lf  and use 
som e sort of signal to show the  other 
h p -1* th e  side T w as using. I now have 

that, h as  them  baffled. They 
s ta y  iu s t  out of range until I put it 
dow n, h u t tw  tuy'oa tow n" them  I can 

dressed before they  launch an a t­
tack .”

Wdh Lt. and Mrs. Johnson are for- 
teachers in Newton Community  ̂

TTS "h School. j


