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Jam es E. Boldrey, m etalsm ith  first > 
class, who is w ith the Seabees, the | 
fam ed N aval construction battalions, t 
w rites his sister, Mrs. H ansel Brack- j 
e t t  of Newton, th a t he has landed 
aga in  on another island. He says: [ 
“ I  can tell you now I have been on 
Bougainville for five m onths and on 
G uadalcanal before tha t.

“I t  was plenty tough there bu t is 
safe here. We had a lot of bombings j 
and shellings there and lived in fox- ! 
holes m ost of the time. I ’m  s t i l l ! 
no t sorry  I ’m in the service although 
i t ’s p re tty  nice to be where the bullets 
a re n ’t  w histling all the time.

“This island is one of a  group. I  
can’t  say w hat group. I t  is small, 
though. There are a lo t of coral 
reefs around th is island. We ju st 
killed a coral snake about four feet 
long and four inches in diam eter.

“I  sleep in a  jungle ham m ock th a t 
has a netting  th a t zips all a ro u n d ; 
and a  w aterproof top on it. I  have | 
m ine between two trees r ig h t on the | 
edge of the ‘Ole Pacific.’ I t ’s very , 
com fortable to sleep in, even if i t ! 
le ak s a little  when it  rains too hard, j 

“We had our f irs t fresh  m eat 
‘s teak ’ today, the first in a  long 
tim e. Boy, it  w as sure good afte r 
eating  jungle rations. You see when 
we move like th is i t  is some tim e be­
fore we are se t up to  have very good 
chow. W e only bring enough to get 
along with. F o r instance, I  have 
only  one change of clothes so I  have 
to  w ash every other day.”

A nother brother, John Woodrow 
Boldrey, firem an firs t class, stationed ! 
a t  a  N avy subm arine base in the 
H aw aiian  islands a t  present.

* * * * * *
Mrs. Daisy M ulvaney of Terre 

H aute , form erly of Newton, w rites 
th a t  her son, Joseph Cummins, m a- i 
ch in ist’s m ate second class, United 
S ta te s  Navy, is now back in the 
U nited S tates receiving trea tm en t for 
arth ritis , incurred while serving in a 
N aval repa ir base somewhere in the 
South and Southwest Pacific. He is 
now  in W ard 818, U. S. N avy has- 
p ita l, Oakland, 14, California.

H e has been in the hospital since j 
F ebruary  14. Supposedly the a r - ! 
th ritis  resulted from  the dampness a t 
Florida, New Georgia and other j 
islands where he was based a t  times, j 

Mrs. Mulvaney is a delegate to the 
convention of the Ben H ur Life Asso­
ciation  a t  Indianapolis next week. 
S he is keeper of tribu te (treasu rer), 
.having been elected a t  E lkhart, Indi-
;ana, la s t year.

* * * * * *



Royal L. Brooks, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A rth u r E. Brooks of Rose Hill, 
has completed his course of studies as 
an  aviation m erchanic in the A rm y 
A ir Forces Technical T raining school 
ta t Amarillo A rm y A ir field, Amarillo, 
Texas.

His graduation  from  th is technical 
school now fits  him  for airplane m ain­
tenance and he will be sen t to  some 
a ir  base where he will assist in keep­
ing A m erica’s F lying F ortresses in 
the a ir for Allied victory.

In  addition to completion of the *
' schedule of academic and practical 
studies as an  aviation mechanic, he 
has been thoroughly drilled in m ili­
ta ry  tactics and defense and a course 
of physical tra in ing  th a t  has condi­
tioned him  to m eet all requirem ents 
of an A m erican soldier.

* * * * * *



S taff Sergeant Roe C. Reed w rites 
his father, Sherman Reed of Newton, 
from  the A dm iralty islands, w here he 
is acting firs t sergeant of a Q uarter- 

j m aster Depot Supply company. He 
! has been in the jungle alm ost a  year 
I and hopes to re tu rn  to  the United 
j S tates before long. He is well but 
doesn’t  like the climate.

“I saw  Sam U tley the other day.
; He was the f irs t boy I’ve seen from  
j home for about tw o years and i t  sure 
was a surprise to see one of the fel­
lows again .”

* * * * * *
C aptain Leland E. Conley wired ; 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben F. Con­
ley of Newton, this week of his a r ­
rival a t  B irm ingham  General hospital, 
Van Nuys, California. He has re c e n t- , 
ly been in a hospital in the Owen i 
S tanley m ountains in New Guinea, j 
a fte r service in the New Guinea cam- I 
paign. He is in the Medical Adm in-j 
istra tive Corps and is thought to be 
suffering- from  m alaria  or sim ilar 
disease, although he m ay have been 
wounded.

~ * * * * *
I Corporal V em  W. Barthelem y, a 
, son of Mrs. F ran k  Barthelem y of De- 
; catur, and a grand-son of Daniel Bar- 
| thelem y of W est Liberty, has recently 
been placed on the active flying lis t 

i as an aerial photographer. Corporal 
S Barthelem y, who enlisted in the Arm y j 
j A ir Forces in June, 1942, is now fly- j 
ing over Japanese held te rrito ry  in 
th e ^ o u th  Pacific.

* * * * * *
i

Mrs. F ran k  W orthey left Newton, 
Monday, fo r California, a f te r  a  visit 
wih Mr. and Mrs. Lewis W orthey, her 

I husband’s paren ts. She was accom- 
I panied by Mrs. Lloyd Brown of Mount 
| Vernon. They will join their hus- 
I bands, Coxswain W orthey and Sea- 
1 m an F irs t Class Brown, who are in 
the Navy on ships based on the P a ­
cific coast.

* * * * * *
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Wilson of New- j 

ton have received word th a t  their 
grand-son, P riva te  F irs t Class C har­
les Weber, is now under trea tm e n t a t 

| L etterm an General hospital a t  San 
{ Francisco, California. He is suffering 
| from  some tropical fever which he 
| incurred while figh ting  in New Guinea 
j or adjoining islands.

* * * * * *
P rivate Noel D. Chapm an of Camp

Roberts, California and his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Chapm an of Al-
lerton visited his grand-parents, Mr.
and Mrs. E lm er Chapm an and Mr.
and Mrs. B ert H uddlestun of near
Newton, la s t Thursday. A t the end
of his furlough, he will report to a
camp in Texas.

* * * * * *



S ta ff S ergeant and Mrs. Carl Chap­
m an of Richmond, Virginia, are the 
proud paren ts of a  bahy boy, born 
May 7 a t  Grace hospital in Richmond. 
He has been named Bryce Eugene.

I Mr. and Mrs. Isaiah  Ferguson and 
i  Mr. and Mrs. Glen Chapm an of Wil- 
I low Hill are grand-parents.

* * * * * *
P riva te  F irs t Class Quincy Lee 

Allison is visiting his wife and little 
j  son and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
j H arry  Allison of Newton. He is now 
j a t Camp Ellis near Peoria w ith  the j

A rm y Engineers, a f te r  having been 
receiving schooling a t F o rt Crook, 
Nebraska.

* * * * * *
Lieutenant Donald J. Weber, who 

was recently  operated on somewhere 
in England, is again back w ith his 
C avalry regim ent. He wrote his p a r­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Paul W eber of 

; Newton, th a t he m et General Ike 
Eisenhower while in the hospital. 

* * * * * *
Technical Sergeant and Mrs. E. E. 

Chilton, Sergeant and Mrs. M. A. 
Messer and Mrs. Jam es Chilton were 
guests of Dr. and Mrs. D. H. Riley 
a couple of days la st week. They 
were enroute to Norfolk, Virginia, 
from  San Francisco, California. 

* * * * * *



An Eighth AAF Composite Com­
mand Station, England—From  school 
teacher to M aster Sergeant is the 
sto ry  of Delbert M. Blair, now serving 
as sergeant m ajor in the post head­
quarters a t  this heavy bomber base 
in England.

Entering  the Arm y in F eb ru a ry , j 
1942, and coming to the B ritish Isles j 
shortly  afterward, B lair rapidly rose 
through the ranks un til he reached 
the highest enlisted grade in Septem ­
ber, 1943. Although his work is not 
so spectacular as th a t of the bomber 
crews, w ithout men such as B lair the 
AAF could not function as the 
smooth-running, hard-h itting  team  
th a t it is.

As sergeant major, B lair’s respon­
sibilities are many. W orking directly 
under the base adjutant, it  is one of 
his jobs to coordinate the vast am ount 
of paper and adm inistrative w ork 
necessary to the proper operation of 
a large bomber station—he m ust see 
th a t the myriad of directives regula- ! 
tions and other correspondence from  
higher headquarters reach the proper 
offices for action. Likewise; corre­
spondence originating a t this s ta tio n ; 
m ust pass through his hands to be 
sent by courier through the proper 
channels of communication.

In itself, this is a full-tim e job but, 
in addition, Sergeant B lair supervises 
the message center, file section and 
special orders departm ent a t  the base. 
In spite of the complexity of his du­
ties, this soldier says, “I  enjoy my 
work and I  particu larly  appreciatej 
serving overseas in this capacity.” |

Sergeant Blair is a  son of Mr. and j 
Mrs. Jam es Blair of Route Two, New- j 
ton. Before entering the Army, he j 
was employed by the W akefield school 
board as a teacher. A 1936 graduate 
of the Newton Community high 
school, the sergeant attended the 
E astern  Illinois S tate  Teachers col­
lege. His brother, Lowell D. B lair is 
now serving in the M erchant Marine.

* * * * * *

Private Leo A. Klingler, a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W illiam Klingler of

W akefield, who is now in England, 
has participated  in a course designed 
to bridge the gap between train ing  
in the s ta tes and soldiering in an ac­
tive theatre  of war. A t one of the 
A ir Service Command sta tions known 
as Control Depots, P rivate Klingler 
w as carefully processed by classifica­
tion experts who m ake certain  th a t 
he v/as well f itted  for the job assign- i 
ed to  him.

Security training, personal hygiene, 
a  ta lk  by a  special service officer in­
form ing him of facilities for healthful 
recreation and a  lecture by the chap­
lain are all in tu rn  a p a r t of the sol­
dier’s preparation  for duties over­
seas.

His next station  will be one for 
which Am erica’s fighting  planes take 
off to  sm ash the N azi w ar machine.

* * * * * *



!
I W alter Lewis is receiving his initial 
| naval indoctrination a t  the U. S.
I Naval Training Center, G reat Lakes.

His “boot” tra in ing  consists of in ­
struction in seamanship, m ilitary  
drill, and general naval procedure.

; During this period a series of aptitude 
tests will be taken  by the rec ru it to 
determine w hether he will be assigned 
to a  Naval Service school or to  im ­
mediate active duty a t  sea.

His recruit train ing  completed, the 
seaman will spend a  period of leave 
a t home.

* * * * * *

Orla Houser, gunner’s m ate second 
class, who is stationed w ith  a  P a tro l 
Torpedo squadron, operating  in the 
Southwest Pacific area, w rites R ay 
E. Everly of the U nited S tates N avy 
Station, th a t he is well and has seen 
a lot of jungle country. While the 
fleet was up in com bat area, he says 
they saw “firew orks” several tim es. 
The motor torpedo boats are very  
fast and close in on the enemy de­
stroyers and troop transpo rts  a t  close 
range to fire torpedoes and fifty cali­
ber machine gun bullets.

* * * * * *________ ______________^ —



Chief Radioman George W arner 
G raham  came F riday  afternoon for a 
surprise visit w ith  his mother, Mrs. 
E rm a G raham  of Newton. I t  was 
his f irs t visit home since 1939 and he 
made the best of the four days th a t 
he had here. Chief G raham  is serv­
ing out of Miami, Florida, in the 
Navy, a f te r  having worked out of the 
N aval operating base a t  Key W est, 
Florida, for several years.

He is serving his second enlistm ent 
in the N avy and is one of the old tim ­
ers in the present enormously enlarg­
ed seven ocean Navy.

Don W ard, a  N aval aviation s tu ­
dent, is home on leave from  Athens, 
Georgia, for a short v isit w ith  his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. B ert W ard of 
Newton. He doesn’t  know ju s t when 
he will be called back, for he will be 
transferred  to a new school, having 
finished the course a t  the U niversity 
of Georgia.

* * * * * *
S taff Sergeant Cloyce L. H un t is 

spending a  few days furlough w ith 
his wife and his mother, Mrs. Homer 
Hunt, a t  Newton. He is stationed a t  

i F o rt Sheridan near Chicago. Cloyce 
| was b itten  on the left hand by a 
snapping tu rtle  he was showing 
George Neese how to dress bu t the 
in jury  w as minor.

* * * * * *
L ieutenant Vincent Dewhirst, who 

is located somewhere in England, 
cabled his m other the following M oth­
e r’s day greetings: “My love and
greetings on M other’s day. I  w ish we 
were together on th is special occa­
sion. All my best wishes for a  speedy 
reunion. All m y love.”

* * * * * *
P riva te F irs t Class Roy N. Hauk, 

who is in the A rm y Service Forces 
branch of the A rm y a t  Camp Sutton, 
South Carolina, left F riday  a fte r  a 
short visit w ith  his relatives and 

; friends. Mrs. H auk accompanied Roy 
back to  Camp Sutton. Roy is in an 
engineering detachm ent.

* * * * * *
Gordon Blade, m achinist’s m ate 

f irs t class, United S tates Navy, is 
spending a  leave w ith  his wife a t  
Newton and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
O. E. Blade of Hidalgo. He has made 

, m any trips across the ocean and has 
a short leave while his ship is in port. 

* * * * * *
Kenneth L. Brooks, firem an firs t 

class, who was here on a few days 
! leave, visiting his parents, Mr. and 
; Mrs. Victor Broks of near Newton, 
• left Thursday n ight for California. 
I He expected to report back to  his 
ship yesterday morning.

* * * * * *



M iss V irg in ia  G ra h a m , w h o  is  m  
the  W aves, is h e re  on a  f u r lo u g h  v i s ­
itin g  h e r  m o th e r, M rs. E r m a  G r a h a m  
of N ew ton, an d  h e r  b r o th e r ,  C h ie f  
R adiom an G eorge  W a r n e r  G ra h a m , 
who is h e re  f ro m  M iam i, F lo r id a .  

* * * * * *
L ie u te n a n t C olonel a n d  M rs . H . H .

I B ibby and  son J o h n  W a t ts  a r e  v i s i t ­
ing  h e r  p a re n ts , M r. a n d  M rs . J o s e p h  
W a tts  o f N ew ton . C o lonel B ib b y  is  
s ta tio n ed  a t  M adison, W isc o n s in . M rs . 
B ibby is th e  fo rm e r  H a r r i e t t  W a t t s .  

* * * * * *
P riv a te  an d  M rs. D a le  W e b e r  o f  

F o r t K nox, K en tu c k y , h a v e  b e e n  v is ­
itin g  re la tiv e s  an d  f r ie n d s  in  N e w to n  j 
and  B ogo ta. P r iv a te  W e b e r  h a s  b e e n

tra n s fe rre d  to  a n o th e r  c a m p . 
* * * * * *

P riv a te s  R o b e rt J . C r o t ty  a n d  D a le  
P hillips of N ew to n  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  to  
F o r t  Sill, O k lah o m a, f o r  t r a i n in g  in  
the  F ie ld  A rtille ry .

* * * * * *
L ie u te n a n t a n d  M rs. G en e  A . B a r -  

thelm e sp e n t la s t  w e e k  w i th  h is  p a r ­
en ts, M r. an d  M rs. E d  B a r th e lm e  a n d  

| fam ily  a t  S a in te  M a rie .


