
With the
Colors

Sergeant Louis E. M aseher w rites 
the P ress from  N orth A frica: “I  have 
tim e for a few lines to you ton igh t 
to  le t you know th a t I ’m getting  the 
P ress r ig h t along and am  really  ap 
preciating  i t  a lot. I t  m akes me feel 
as if Jasper isn’t  so fa r  aw ay a f te r  
all. As I  had friends in ju s t about 
every corner of the county, i t  always 
m akes me feel good to hear from  
them  even if i t  is through the medium 
of the Press; so I say lets have more 
of w hat goes on in our dear county. 
W e really  ea t i t  up over here.

“As you know I ’m still in radio. 
W ish I  could tell you the natu re  of 
m y w ork bu t am  afraid  the censor 
would frown upon it, so I will have 
to  om it th a t from  m y letter. I t  is 
a  little d ifferent from  the ordinary 
run  of radio w ork though.

“R ight a f te r  m y arrival over here 
I traveled for the ou tfit and I  com
pletely covered N orth  A frica as our 
squadron has detachm ents scattered  
all over and it was necessary to keep 
them  in supplies and equipment. I 
covered the ground by motor, m ost ofj 
the tim e by truck, sometimes by Jeep 
or weapon carrier. I  got so I  prac- j 
tically  knew every A rab in N o r th 1 
A frica by the ir f irs t name. To prove 
th a t I  was really on the go. I  covered 
th ir ty  thousand miles in th ree m onths 
time.

“I t  was really  in teresting  work, as 
I  got to  see a lot of country, and 
could see a  lot of the fellows who 
came over w ith me. I  knew them  all 
as we had all been instructo rs a t  
Scott field and Chicago.

“I  will say th a t  anyone m aking the 
s ta tem en t th a t i t  doesn’t  snow in 
N orth  A frica sure doesn’t  know his 
A frica very well, as I  w as out in two 
of the w orst blizzards I  ever had the j 
displeasure of being in rig h t over here j 
on the dark  continent. The snow got i 
so deep it  made driving impossible, \ 
so you can see th a t i t  isn’t  all sun
shine over here.

“Since the beginning of m y stay  
here in this land of Mohammedans, I  j 
have only seen two fellows from  
home. Paul S tanley came downTrom 
Sardinia to spend a week w ith me 
and visit around. I  also ran  into 
Tommy M arshall in town one day. 
We had quite a ta lk  and I  promised 
to  go in to see him again bu t ju s t 
haven’t  as we are kep t fairly  busy 
here a t  the station, and as the A. A. 
C. S. is a p re tty  im portan t branch 
of the A ir Service, we try  to  keep on 
the ball.



“There was an article in the J a n 
uary  24 issue of Time m agazine th a t 
gives a  p re tty  good idea of w hat the 
A. A. C. S. does. Perhaps you m ay 
have read it. I t  sounds a  little  fa r  
fetched in some p arts  but believe me 
m ost of those things are possible and 
quite probable in the A. A. C. S.

“Tell all the folks back home to 
keep up the good w ork and we fel
lows over here will do our p a r t  to 
hasten the day when the Newton 
P ress can be mailed to  me, addressed 
to Newton, Illinois, instead of N orth  
Africa. I  would be glad to hear from  
any one back in Blue Jasper and you 
have m y word they would get an 
answ er to the ir le tte rs.”

* * * * * *

A nother class of qualified radio op
era to rs had been graduated  today by 
the Communication D epartm ent of \ 
the Arm ored school a t  F o rt Knox, I 
Kentucky, am ong whom was P riva te  
F irs t Class Robert F. Fear, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. D. A. F ear of Willow



! Hill.
Their arduous fourteen w eeks’ 

labors behind them, the graduates 
have returned to  their units in arm or
ed divisions and separate tan k  b a t
talions throughout the U nited States. 
There they will play an im portan t 
p a r t in the signal t com m unication; 

11 system  which controls units on m a
neuvers and in combat.

Each soldier in the course learns 
the In ternational Morse code, the 
“dit-dah” alphabet, and progresses 
through radio procedure and a  study 
of radio sets. F inal phase is field op
eration, in which radio sets a re  op
erated  from  scout cars under sim u
lated  battle  conditions.

The Communication D epartm ent is 
one of eight in the m am m oth A rm or
ed school, “university” of the arm or- 
raiders. The school rolls off its  hu
m an assembly lines each year m any 
tim es more trained technicians than  
the average civilian university  or col-

lege' TMdu. * > v  V
Corpora^ George A. C lark of Yale 

w rites: “Y esterday I  was assigned
as a replacem ent to the newly reform 
ed 68th Finance Disbursing section. 
There are no openings in the T. O. 
for promotion, so I  suppose I ’m  a 
corporal for the duration, bu t there 
are things worse than  tha t.

“Finance disursing sections as they 
are formed here are mobile finance 
offices and are prim arily  intended 
for overseas movement. Supposedly 
the group when and as formed will 
s tay  together for the duration, though 
this does not always happen, as the 
68th was presently  reform ed, and they 
do not always go overseas.

“My new address is: Corporal
George A. Clark, 68th Finance D is
bursing section, Company F, F i r s t ! 
battalion, F. T. C., F o rt Benjam in I 
Harrison, Indiana.”

* * * * * *
Corporal C. D. Brinson of Willow 

Hill, who was wounded in the M arine 
assau lt on Jap  held Taraw a, w rites 
his sister, Mrs. Carl F lynn of New
ton, from  somewhere in the South 
Pacific: “I  mailed you a package

i this morning. In  it  was som ething 
for each of you. You will have to 
divide it the best you can. I  also sent 
a Purple H eart in the package th a t 
I  was awarded for being wounded on 
Taraw a. There is also a  slip of pap
er telling about it.

“The Second (M arine) division got 
a Presidential citation for the battle  
of Taraw a. I  ra te  to w ear a P resi * I

dential c itation  b ar w ith  a s ta r  on it
and a South Pacific and A siatic bar

1 w ith a s ta r  on it  and a Purple H eart
bar. I t  will be quite a  collection if
I  ever get to w ear them. I  had a two
day leave a couple of days back and
had a nice tim e.”

* * * * * #



Aviation S tudent Charles R. Lewis, 
a  son of Supervisor and Mrs. Charles 
E. Lewis of Wheeler, has arrived a t 
the N orthw estern Oklahoma S tate  
college a t  Alva, Oklahoma, for courses 
of A rm y A ir Forces instruction la s t
ing approxim ately five m onths prior 
to his appointm ent as an av ia tio n 1 
cadet in the A rm y A ir Forces. D ur
ing this period he will take num erous 
academic courses as well as elemen
ta ry  flying training, a fte r which he 
will be classified as a  pilot, navigator j 
or bom bardier and go to schools of the | 
Flying- T raining Command fo r tra in - 
ing in these specialties.

* * * * * *
Seam an F irs t Class W esley E. 

Jones of Willow Hill w rites the local 
N avy station, th a t he is stationed a t  
a  Southw est Pacific base. He says i t  ! 
rains a lo t down there and his bunch 
got w et coming off ship to the shore 
base. The base is a  nice place, a l
though new and still being built up. 
“We are sleeping in ten ts w ith  nets 
over us, and the mosquitoes are plenty 
big and lively. We have a band and 
a show here a t  the base a t  night, 
and i t ’s a nice place. Thank the Am
erican Legion for m y courtesy card. 
Over here it sure comes in useful.”

* * * * * *



Sergeant Clayton W right, son of I 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. W right, 
g raduated  F riday  from  the ASTP a t 
the U niversity  of Illinois, Cham paign- 
U rbana. His com pany was one of the 
la st to  complete the ir w ork there. He 
yet doesn’t  know w hether he will be 
sen t back to his old regim ent in  the  
E leventh A rm ored division or given 
some special duty  bu t expects to be 
transferred  in the next few  days. 

* * * * * *
Corporal H arold Webb w rites his 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. L ester W ebb 
of near Newton, th a t he has re tu rned  
to his base in N orth  Ire land  a f te r  
having m ade a  trip  to London to  de
liver some dispatches. He had four or 
five days furlough in the city  and 
was in a sm all a ir raid. He found 

| some in teresting  sights.
He will soon have two bro thers in 

the service.

S e a m a n ^ irs t  Class R obert B. S tan 

ley, a  son of Mr. and Mrs. E arl S tan 
ley of Evansville, form erly South 
Muddy township, is now in a hospital 

| a t  New York, recovering from  pleur
isy. He w as a t  sea for four m onths 
and w as retu rned  to the hospital 
M arch 1. Friends m ay w rite him  a t 
W ard 51, U. S. N aval hospital, St. 
Albans, New York.

* * * * * *
Specialist F irs t  Class and Mrs. Dale 

' Robinson w ere over Sunday guests of 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. H enry Rob
inson of near H un t City over the 
week end. Dale is now acting  com
pany com m ander over a group of 
N aval students a t  the U niversity  of 
Chicago.

* * * * * *
P riva te  F irs t  Class Dewey Grove 

j  Jr. w rites his paren ts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey Grove of W est L iberty  vicin
ity, th a t he is now in New B rita in  
w ith  the M arines. H e is well a l
though he finds the w eather hot and 
the m osquitoes thick.

* * * * * *
P riv a te  Raym ond A. Swisher, son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Sherm an Swisher of 
Newton vicinity, would appreciate a 

j few lines from  anyone th a t  cares to 
w rite him. H is address now is P r i
vate Raymond A. Swisher, 432d M. P. 
E. G. company, F o rt Eustis, V irginia. 

* * * * * *
M arion B. Nicholas, a son of Mr. 

and Mrs. R alph Nicholas of K ansas 
City, Missouri, has been prom oted to 
chief ship’s cook. He is a grand-son 
of Dr. and Mrs. Lewis M artin  of 
H un t City.

* * * * * *
Don Strole spent a sho rt leave w ith 

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Strole 
northw est of Newton. He has re 
tu rned  to Sampson, New York, w here 
he is tra in ing  for the Navy.



P riv a te  Irl F ranke w rites his p a r 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. George E. F ranke  
of Newton, th a t he is now in New 
Guinea and is well. He is w ith  an 
aviation engineer battalion.

• * * « * *
P riva te  E arl D. W ilson is a t  W heel

er on a furlough w ith his wife. He 
is stationed a t  Camp W olters, Texas, 
and has been in the hospital wdth 
sore th roat.


