
Veterans Are  
Home After M any  
Months O verseas

C aptain P aul E. Birch, a veteran  of 
tw enty-eight m onths overseas, is v is­
iting  his wife and his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cecil Birch of Ingraham  vi­
cinity.

He is a veteran  of six cam paigns— 
Libya, Tunis, Sicily, Italy , Southern 
F rance and the Balkans, and has been 
awarded the Presidential C itation w ith 
two clusters and the Bronze S ta r 
medal for m eritorious achievem ent in 
combat.

He was bom  and raised in South 
Muddy township, and was graduated  
from  the E ffingham  high school and 
the E astern  Illinois S ta te  Teachers’ 
college. A t the tim e of his enlist­
m ent in the A rm y in September, 1941, 
he was teaching a t  Clay City.

Technical S ergeant M arion Bur- 
cham  Jr. of Newton was expected 

| home today, a fte r  m any m onths over- 
! seas w ith the United S tates Arm y 
| A ir Force. He w as aw arded the A ir 
! Medal la s t December for m eritorious 
: achievem ent as a radiom an-gunner 
| during flights over Muschu and Kaiiru 
■ islands during which a Japanese ves- 
! sel was sunk.
i He has already arrived a t F ort 
| Sheridan and will be gran ted  a fu r­
lough to spend a t  home before re tu rn ­
ing to duty, probably in th is country. 
Awarded Com bat Badge

W ith the T hirty-seventh Division in 
the Southw est Pacific.—P riva te  F irs t 
Class Raymond M. Chaney, 27, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. O tto W. Chaney of 
Yale, vicinity, has been aw arded the 
Com bat In fan trym an  badge for se r­
vice in com bat aga inst the Japanese.

Chaney earned the badge—a silver 
rifle on an In fan try  blue field imposed 
on a silver w reath—fol* his p a r t in 
helping defeat Jap  assau lts on Hill 
129, Bougainville island.

Overseas tw enty-six months, he has 
served also in Fiji, New Hebrides and 
Guadalcanal.


