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W. H. Jones, av iation  ordnance- 
m an, f irs t  class, who is serv ing  in the 
P acific  on an  a irc ra f t  ca rrie r, w rites 
his paren ts, Mr. and M rs. O tto W. 
Jones of W illow Hill:

“This is m y day  off. I could have 
gone over to  one of the little  islands 
here in  the bay  on a recreation  party , 
b u t I th o u g h t I ’d ra th e r  s ta y  here and 
sleep. I  w orked un til 2:00 o’clock 
th is  m orning, and n ig h t before la s t I 
w orked u n til 4:00, so I slep t all m orn­
ing and th is  afte rnoon  I  am  devoting 
to  w ritin g  le tte rs .

“F o r some obscure reason  the fleet 
com m ander has sen t a d ispatch  to us 
te lling  us we can w rite  home about 
our p a r t  in the  b a ttle  fo r the re ta k in g  
of the  Philippines. Of course you 
w ere r ig h t w hen you figured  I  w as 
out there. I  w as also in the ca rrie r  
division th a t  stopped the enem y from  
a tta c k in g  L eyte gulf, the escort c a r­
r ie r  group  th a t  you read  all about 
in the papers. I t  is or ra th e r  w as, I 
th ink , th e  f ir s t  tim e in n^val h isto ry  
th a t  ca rrie rs  of any  size ever engaged 
an  enem y in su rface b a ttle  and the 
u n th o u g h t of thing, tu rned  them  back 
defeated . W e rou ted  and tu rned  them  
back  to  w here they  ran  face to  face 
w ith  la rg e r  m ore pow erful A m erican 
forces.

“I t  seem s s tran g e  th a t  they  should 
le t us w rite  hom e of th is— the papers 
can  te ll you m ore of w h a t happened 
th a n  I, I  suppose it is because the 
enem y know s in detail as we do the 
outcom e and previous conquests. They 
probab ly  don’t  yet have any  specific 
d a ta  hence we can w rite  of th is con­
flic t and n o t of others. I ’m  glad  they  
le t us wu-ite. I  im agined you w ere 
g rea tly  d istressed w hen you read  the 
papers, no t know ing fo r sure w here I  
w as and read ing  of the  escort ca rrie rs  , 
engaged. I  am  and w as in no im-1 
m ediate danger even w hen th e ir  shells j 
from  long ran g e  guns w ere dropping 
n ea r us.”

* * * * * *
Clyde Jackson  w rites h is paren ts, 

Mr. and M rs. Doyle S. Jackson  of 
Hidalgo, from  Leyte island in the 
Philippines: “I  w as sure glad to h ea r 
from  home and th a t every th ing  is all 
righ t. I  am  doing o. k. and never 
fe lt better.

“I t  is w arm  here and quite a lo t of 
ra in  bu t I ’m living in a g rass  h u t th a t 
I  had the natives build, and it  doesn’t  
leak a drop. I  im agine it  is p len ty  
cool in H olland w here P aul is. I  
haven’t  had tim e to w rite  him  yet. I 
guess it  is tim e for cool w eather at 
home too. I  hope it isn’t  so bad th is



year.
“I expect it will be awhile before I 

get my Christm as packages so m ay­
be it will be all right. I am getting  
plenty to eat, so don’t  w orry about 
me. x

“There isn’t  much use of sending 
any jelly or anything like th a t is I 
get all of it I w ant. The natives do 
a lot to help out. They also wash 
my clothes bu t we have to pay fo t it. 
though. I got m yself some of this 
Philippine money so m ake out o. k.

“I ’ll pu t in some of the Japanese 
money. You can keep it for me.

“I ’ll w rite again  in a few days. I 
should ge t some m ail again between 
now and then. I also got a ra tin g  the 
other day, it  helps out a  lot.”

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Koontz of Gary, 
Indiana, spent S aturday  nigh t and 
Sunday w ith A ssistan t postm aster and 
Mrs. Leo O. Koontz and daughter 
L eatha Lou.

* * * 3 * •
P rivate Paul R. P ing w rites his 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Claude Ping, 
th a t he is on Leyte island in the 
Philippines and th a t he has the best 
foxhole in the whole hemisphere.

He was in A ustralia  for a year, then 
moved to  New Guinea, and then some­
where in the Dutch E as t Indies, going 
from  there to the Philippines.

P rivate Jam es C. P ing has been 
moved from  F o rt Benning, Georgia, 
to F o rt Ord, California.

m «. *  3  *  »

In a le tte r  w ritten  to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Brooks of near 
Newton, Kenneth L. Brooks sta tes  he 
had ju s t received the f irs t le tte rs  he 
had had from  home for alm ost three 
months. He is well and was recently 
promoted from  firem an firs t class to 
m otor m achinist’s m ate, th ird  class.

K enneth has been in the Pacific the 
p ast six months, and is thought to be 
somewhere near the Philippines, a t 
present.

Virgil F oster of K ankakee was call­
ed to serve his country November 18. 
He is tak ing  his tra in ing  a t the U nit­
ed S tates N aval T rain ing Center, a t 
G reat Lakes. He is the oldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Verh F oster of K anka­
kee, form erly of W interrowd vicinity, 
and the oldest grand-son of Mrs. L. 
P. Clagg, be tte r known as Mrs. M. O. 
W orkman, and Mrs. C lara Foster. He 
has five uncles in the service.

L ieutenant Herschel A. Jones of 
Courtland, Alabama, Arm y Air base 
spent Sunday in Newton w ith his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. V. A. Jones. He 
flew to George field, Saturday, and 
expected to re tu rn  Sunday bu t due to 
w eather conditions he stayed over un ­
til Monday afternoon, when he took 
off from  George field and returned 
by w ay of St. Louis and Memphis, 
Tennessee, to Courtland.

* * 3 * » «
Sergeant Tim H olt returned to 

Oklahoma, Monday, a fte r  spending a j 
fourteen day furlough w ith his par- j 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Jam es Holt, and



other relatives near Willow Hill. Ser- j 
gean t Holt had spent tw en ty -seven! 
m gnths overseas and says th a t it  is j 
good to be back in the good old U. S. , 
A. again.

« * * * * 9
P riva te  Tony Passalacqua is home 

visiting his wife and baby a fte r eigh- j 
teen m onths in the A leutian islands. | 
He is w earing the Good Conduct 
medal and the Pacific thea tre  ribbon 
w ith one sta r. He says he en jo y s . 
it  a f te r  being gone so long.

m * * * * *
Corporal and Mrs. H arry  H ester 

Jr . are visiting his m other, Mrs. 
H arry  H ester of Newton, and her p a r­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. W atkins of 
this city. He is stationed a t Camp 
McCoy, Wisconsin.

* * * * *
Seam an Second Class Jam es M. 

Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. John M. 
Miller of Newton, who is stationed 
a t G reat Lakes N aval T raining Cen­
ter, is home on a nine day leave. He 
returned  to camp Thursday.

m # * * * *
Byron Eugene Sachau and Gene 

Lowell Cougill of Greenup and W il­
liam  Floyd Milam of Oblong have en­
listed in the Navy.


