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W ith United S tates Forces in 
France.—Giant concrete breakw aters 
built in England by United S tates 
A rm y Engineers were floated across 
the channel shortly a fte r D-day to 
wall in the harbors improvised a t  the 
N orm andy beachheads, it has been j 
revealed a t headquarters, Communica
tions zone.

The artificial harbors made pos
sible the Allied successes in the B attle  j 
of F rance by solving one of the m ost j 
im portan t problems of Arm y supply. 
Through them  a g rea te r tonnage was 
hauled over the beaches than  could 
have been unloaded in alm ost any o f , 
the g rea t continental ports.

F or m onths before D-day, the En- * 
gineer soldiers worked in secret on a j 
round-the-clock schedule, pouring con
crete into vas t steel ribs to form  the ( 
floating breakers. F inally the barges , 
were pulled from  the Tham es estuary  | 
town, into the channel.

Looking like floating a p a r tm e n t ' 
houses, they were towed across to the 
shores of France. W ate rtig h t com* | 
partm ents responsible for their buoy- j 
ancy were opened there, and the 
breakw aters sank in place.

One of the men who helped build 
them  is Corporal Cliff Thompson, a 
form er plumber from  Austin, Minne
sota. “I t was a tough job, bu t we 
didn't need any passes to boost o u r ! 
m orale,” he says. “We knew w hat 
it was for.”

Special train ing  was needed for the 
men on the project. Two of the key" 
men who gave it  »* Jre S taff Sergeant 
Jam es B. F o rrest of Antigo, W iscon
sin, a structu ra l engineer w ith fifteen 
years civilian experience, and M aster 
Sergeant W ayne A. Milton of Soso, 
Mississippi, a scaffolding engineer of 
seventeen years’ standing. P riva te  
F irs t Class Robert L. Coad of Rose 
Hill helped.

The construction units are now in 
action in Europe.

« * * * * ■
P rivate F irs t Class Lloyd Jones 

w rites his m other, Mrs. G. L. Jones 
of Greenup, from  somewhere in Eng- ; 
land under date of November 11: 

“I will w rite a few lines tonight 
as I don’t  have much to do and every- j 
th ing is quiet around here, i  haven’t 1 
had any mail yet, bu t am  still living i  
in hopes.   |



“I guess they all celebrated A rm is-j 
tice back home, but you couldn’t  tell j 
it here. I have been w orking in the 

;  battalion  dispensary in a medical aid j 
I station. There is not much sickness. | 
1 The PX opened for us so we can buy 
) about all we need and it is cheaper 
here than in the states.

“I went into W oolworth’s 5 and 
10 cent store and bought a few things 
but all clothes and candy ar.e ra tion 
ed in England so we can’t  buy in 
town. We use A rm y ra tion  cards 
a t the PX. We bought old f la t irons 
and do our own cleaning, bu t don’t j 

*have much use for dress clothes here, j
“I am pleased w ith  the election re- j 

turns, but haven’t  heard from  Illinois j  
yet. Don’t  let any of the radio news j 
or newspapers excite you for we are j 
a safe spot. Well, folks, I hope you 
have a nice Thanksgiving.”

• • * * * *
P rivate F irs t Class Jam es W. Mc

Coy w rites: “I t ’s been some time
since I ’ve w ritten  you so since I  have 
a new address I w anted to let you 
have it. I  will be looking forw ard 
to getting  the P ress regularly  again.



I don’t  realize how much it does mean | 
to me until I fail to get it for awhile, j

“My location is now somewhere on ! 
the east coast. I expect to go over'- j  
seas in the ne^ir future. I would be j 
very pleased to hear from  anyone 1 
who wishes to w rite me although I 
m ay not be very prom pt w ith my ans- j 
wer.

“As Thanksgiving approaches I 
tru s t we shall not fail to thank  the 
real Giver for all our blessings, lest 
wre forget. Some m ay feel they 
haven’t anything to be thankful for 
during this tim e of trouble and toil 
but I ’m sure if they will only pause 
for a short while they can find plenty 
to  be thankful for.

I “Anyone wishing to w rite  me can 
do so by sending their le tte rs in care ; 

] of my parents, Mr. and Mrs. H arry  | 
1 McCoy of Yale.”

An E ighth  Air Force F igh ter S ta 
tion, England.—The promotion of R. 
F. R atcliff of Newton from  corporal 
to sergeant has been announced by 
Colonel Benjam in J. W ebster, com- 

! m anding the E ighth  Air Force F ight- 
1 er Command.
I Sergeant R atcliff has served as a 
personal equipment noncommissioned 
officer a t  this figh ter pilot com bat 

■ train ing base for eleven m onths. All 
pilots receive such personal equip- 

I m ent as inner flying clothing, para- 
| chutes, oxygen units, and Mae W ests, j 
through Sergeant R atc liff’s section.

Before entering the A ir Force,
| Sergeant R atcliff was an independent 
| driller of oil wells in Illinois and 
j Texas. He form erly made his home 
in Athens, Texas, where his wife lives.

* * * * * *
B luejacket Oscar J. Boehl, son of 

Mr. and Mrs. O tto Boehl of the Bend, 
graduated recently from  the Naval 

I T raining school (amphibious firem an) 
i on the Iowa S tate  college campus a t



Ames, Iowa.
Selection to attend  the specialty 

school is based on results of recruit 
train ing  aptitude test scores. The 
course of study covers the use, oper
ation and m aintenance of diesel en
gines and includes basic shop practice 
and the study of electrical fundamen
tals.

Oscar J. Boehl seam an second class, 
of P ittsburgh , Pennsylvania, spent 
the la st wTeek end w ith his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Boehl and family.
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