
Louis C. Mahan 
Was on Sunken 
Japanese S h ip ^ o

W ar D epartm ent Notifies His
Paren ts, Rev. and Mrs. Charles N.
Mahan, T hat He Is Missing I

Rev. and Mrs. Charles N. M ahan 
are in receipt of a le tte r from  Secre­
ta ry  of W ar H enry Stinson, notifying 
them  th a t the W ar D epartm ent has 
learned th a t their son, P riva te  F irs t 
Class Louis Clay Mahan, w as aboard 
a  Japanese fre igh ter which was re ­
cently sunk while carry ing  A m erican 
prisoners of w ar from  the  Philippines. 
He w as not picked up am ong the su r­
vivors and the D epartm ent has no 

(present word of his fate , the le tte r  
sta tes. I t  follows:

' ‘The W ar D epartm ent w as recently  
j notified of the destruction a t  sea of a 
I Japanese fre igh ter th a t w as tra n s ­
porting A m erican prisoners of w ar 
from  the Philippine islands.
Survivors Picked Up

“A num ber of survivors w ere la te r  
returned to the m ilitary  control of our 
forces. There were also a  large num ­
ber who did no t survive or who were 
recaptured by the Japanese and about 
whose present s ta tu s  no positive in ­
form ation is available. I t  is w ith  
deep reg re t th a t I m ust inform  you 
th a t your son, P riva te Louis C. M a­
han, was in th is la tte r  group. Be­
cause of the W ar D epartm ent’s lack 
of definite inform ation concerning 
P rivate Mahan, no change in his p ris­
oner of w ar classification is being 
made a t  this time.

I “Please be assured th a t as soon as 
! additional inform ation becomes avail­
able you will be im m ediately no ti­
fied.”

P rivate F irs t Class A lbert Nichols, 
son of John E. Nichols, was also on 
the same ship and no word has been 
received from  him. Both were cap­
tured in the Philippines and were con­
fined in a prisoner of w ar camp in the 
islands until th is summ er. W illiam 
Elm er Ervin  has been in Japan,
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