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The original ‘‘Black C at’’ squadron, 
the f irs t N avy group to fly C atalina 
flying boats painted p itch black, has 
returned to the U nited S tates a f te r  
its second tour of duty in the Pacific 
w ith  an  enviable record in n igh t spo t
ting  for artillery  and in rescue and 
anti-subm arine work.

N ight spotting  for artillery  by the 
lum bering “Black C ats” one of the un
sung exploits of these versatile old 
flying boats, consisting of hovering 
over the enemy’s te rrito ry , and radio
ing inform ation on the location of 
troop concentrations, gun em place
m ents and m ilitary  installations.

VP-12, as the original “Black C ats” 
are designated by the Navy, did its 
best spotting  a t  Torokina on Bougain
ville in the Solomons la st March, 
when the sta rv ing  Japanese tried 
desperately to breach our lines there. 
Two of VP-12’s planes were nicked, 
bu t not one was knocked down.

The squadron, commanded by Com
m ander F rancis R. D rake of Coro
nado, California, did rescue work for 
the m onth of March, also, and picked 
up seventeen drowned Navy, A rm y 
and M arine Corps av iators in open 
sea landings.

L ieutenant (junior grade) Lawrence 
E. Lewis, USNR, 1545 M urcia avenue, 
Coral Gables, Florida, commanded a 
“B lack C at” which landed under in 
tense shore artillery  fire and picked 
up a  downed figh te r pilot 2,000 yards 
of Tawui Point, New B ritain . Lieu
tenan t (junior grade) Lewis was 
aw arded the Silver S tar m edal for 
th is feat.

Members of his crew were also 
decorated. Ensign W allace E. D erry - 
berry, USNR, of Bergm an, A rkansas, 
received the D istinguished Flying 
Cross, and the following received Air 
m edals:

L ieutenant (junior grade) Ralph W. 
Keener, USNR, Gordon, Texas.

M arvin L. Flournoy, aviation m a
chinist’s m ate second class of Mc
Allen, Texas.

Albion Sm ith Jr., aviation m achin
is t’s m ate second class, of South N or
walk, Connecticut.

John F rank lin  Kralem ann, aviation 
radiom an f irs t class, of San Diego, 
California.

Evan Jam es K em , aviation radio
m an second class, of Delaware, Ohio.

L ieutenant Clem C. Kilkes, USNR, 
2353 Magnolia avenue, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, piloted a  “Black C at” 
which landed in St. George’s channel 
off New B ritain, under heavy fire 
from  shore batteries, rescued an in 
ju red  figh ter pilot, and took off in 
darkness. Dewey Ross Connor, av i
ation  m achinist’s m ate f irs t class, of 
Newton was a m ember of the crew of 
this flying boat.



The “Black C ats” did m onths of 
day and night search for Jap* vessels 
try ing  to sneak supplies to isolated 
troops on South Pacific islands.

In addition to spotting  for artillery  
and doing rescue an danti-subm arine 
work, these jack-of-all-trades flying 
boats carried out a daylight raid  on 
an enemy-held island in the Solomons, 
dropping eighty-four 625 pound bombs 
and then expending all their am m uni
tion in low-level stra fin g  attacks.

O ther missions during the ir suc
cessive stays a t  Midway, Guadalcanal, 
New Georgia, Em irau and E sp iritu  
Santo included coordinated a ttack s 
w ith  PT boats on Jap  barges, convoy 
coverage and anti-subm arine training. 
The squadron flew a  to ta l of 6,118 
hours from  F ebruary  1, to Ju ly  31, 
an  average of 322 hours per pilot.

D uring its f irs t tour in the Pacific, 
in la te  1942 and 1943, VP-12 was 
based a t Guadalcanal. I t  numbered 
am ong its missions n igh t bombing 
raids on Munda, Vila, Kahili and Buka 
in the Solomons, torpedo a ttack s on p 
Japanese vessels, spotting  for a r ti l

le ry ,  and search and rescue missions.
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P riva te F irs t Class Gordon H unt 
has been awarded the Good Conduct 
medal for “exem plary behavior, ef
ficiency and fidelity,” according to a 
le tte r  received by his mother, Mrs. |  
M yrtle H unt of Newton.

Gordon was a  phycial the rap ist a t  
M anteno s ta te  hospital before he en
tered  the A rm y and has been receiv- I 
ing train ing  in th is line ever since. 
He is in a headquarters com pany of 
the T ransportation  and Medical Corps 
in England.
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