
LOCAL BOYS HELD 
BY JAPS MAY BE 
SAFE IN NEW GUINEA

JOHN NICHOLS RECEIVES ENCOUR­
AGING NEWS CONCERNING HIS 

SON WHO WAS PRISONER

John E. Nichols this week received 
a heartening piece of news concern­
ing his son, Albert Nichols, who has ( 
been a Japanese prisoner of war in j 
the Philippines since the fall of Ba— | 
taan .

Mr. Nichols received a telephone 
call from Jam es Green of Altamont, 
s ta ting  th a t his son, had m ade his 
escape w ith other American w ar pris­
oners while the Japs were attem pting 
to evacuate them  from an area th rea­
tened by the American invasion.

So far Mr. Nichols has had no word 
from his son, but is hopeful th a t he 
w as among the number who swam tc 
the safety of an American boat when 
the transport he and other prisoners 
were on was torpedoed and sunk by 
the American navy.

Mr. Green sta ted  th a t the message 
Tom his son was sent from New Gui­
nea and said th a t he and others who 
escaped were well and very happy to 
3e again with their own army.

Two other Jasper county soldiers 
:ould have been in the num ber who 
escaped. Louis Mahan, son of Rev. 
and Mrs. Chas. N. M ahan, and a son 
af Em m ett Ervin, were known to have , 
been in the same prison camp on j 
Mindanao.    «


