
With the 
Colors

P rivate F irs t Class Jam es Dewhirst 
sends th is article by Paul V. Conners 
in S tars and Stripes, Septem ber 11:

“A year ago this m onth the 
Thirtieth  In fan try  division was going 
about the ra th e r boring business of 
m aneuvers in Tennessee, wondering 
if it would ever get the chance to 
w ear combat ribbons. The “sharps” 
said the division would never go over­
seas, th a t it was a train ing  un it p re­
paring men who would serve as re ­
placem ent for other organizations. 
The “sharps” were wrong.

“L ast week the T hirtieth  In fan try  
division received a special commenda­
tion given by M ajor General Lawton 
J. Collins, Seventh Corps commander. 
The aw ard was given for the m agni­
ficent job the T hirtie th  had one in 
holding off the la st m ajor a ttac k  of 
the German Seventh arm y in the vi­
cinity of M ortain early la s t month.

“Addressed to the division com­
m anding general, i t  read in p a rt: 
'Your division, w ith the aid of the 
Third Arm ored division and an In ­
fan try  regim ent of the F ourth  divi­
sion bore the b run t of the desperate 
a ttac k  of the German Seventh arm y. 
W ith the assistance of the A rtillery 
of the F ourth  division and the Third 
Armored, the T hirtie th  In fan try  di­
vision checked th is penetration  and 
then destroyed the Germ an force 
which made the advance.’

“General Collins paid special tr ib ­
u te  to 'the tenacity  of the Second 
battalion  of the 120th Infan try , which 
isolated on a hill east of M ortain, 
held out for five consecutive days 
aga in st determ ined efforts of the Ger­
m ans to annihilate it.

“For five rugged days the ‘Old 
H ickory’ division slugged it out w ith 
the  best of the W ehrm acht, five in­
fan try -arm or divisions, including the 
SS Adolf H itler panzers. The Ger­
m ans were shooting for Avranches 
and the sea, attempting- to  split the 
A m erican arm ies in N orm andy and 
B rittany . They didn’t  quite m ake it.

“The T h irtie th  didn’t  ju s t ‘happen’ 
to be holding the sector from  Lo 
Mcsnil Tevo through St. B arthelm y 
to M ortain, when the Germ ans threw  
their last desperate punch before" 
tu rn in g  to run.”

“L ieutenant General Omar Bradley, 
com m anding the Twelfth Arm y 
Group, had selected the division to 
hold the m ajor p a r t of the bottom  
of the ‘pocket,’ releasing other units 
to  w ork the side of the bag which 
thousands of Heinies were finally 
trapped.

“The German a ttack  shortly after 
the  T hirtie th  took up its position. 
T aking advantage of good road n e t­
works, the enemy struck  furiously in 
several sectors. The fury  of the a t ­
tack  stunned the Yanks.



“A battalion was overrun in the St. I 
Barthelem y sector. The second bat- 
talion of the 120th was isolated, and i 
“lost” on a hill overlooking Mortain. I 
An artillery battalion used direct fire, 
so close were the German tanks. In 
several instances engineers, artillery­
men, and cavalrymen, fought as in­
fantrym en. The bayonet was an over­
worked weapon; it was th a t kind of 
scrap.

“The bazooka played the most 
prom inent of roles, knocking out 
numbers of tanks and stalling others 
which were then duck soup for rocket
firing Typhoons of the RAF, which | 
flew to support the foot troops on J 

* the afternoon of the  f irs t day of | 
figh ting.

“A nd so i t  w en t w ith  figh tin g  divi- 
sion which a  year ago wondered if i t  j 
ever would see combat. A fter three | 
days of wild mixing the Germans i 
were beaten off in m ost sectors, the j 
supply line between the peninsulas 
rem ained intact. I t  took five days 
to  rescue the heroic “Lost B attalion.” 
Though its casualties were high, the 
T hirtie th  division had completed its  
assigned mission in a superb m anner.”

Francis A. Huber, firem an f irs t 
class w rites from  somewhere in  the 
Southwest Pacific: “I  thought I
would drop you a few lines to le t you 
know I am  safe and feeling fine, only 
I  would like to be back in Jasper 
county. I  have a little  poem I  would 
like to pass along to you.

“Of course I ’m not in New Guinea 
any more. All I  can say is, th a t I ’m 
somewhere in the Southwest Pacific 
area. I ’m on an island base. I  would 
like to hear from  all m y friends back 
there.

“Before I  fo rget it, the Red Cross 
and the American Legion are doing a 
g rea t job over here. Well here goes 
w ith the poem.”
New Guinea
There’s a  place across the ocean, 
Known as God’s forsaken land,
Made of man-groves, sw am ps and 

jungles,
Lofty crags and ocean sand.



On a Ju ly  day;
While the sun beat hot upon us,
And the devil led the way.
W hy the Japs would w an t to take  it; 
W hy they  would ever w an t this land; 
W hy th£ heck we’re fighting  for it;
I will never understand.
Let the fuzzle-wuggles have it;
Let them  have their lonely way;
Give it to  the Aussie “diggers,”
And let us come home to stay. 

* * * * * *
P rivate F irs t Class Ralph Mineo, 

a  son of E arl Mineo of Newton, was 
recently awarded the Good Conduct 
medal. He has been in the A rm y for 
four years and overseas two years. A t j 
present he is on New B rita in  island I 
in an In fan try  regim ent.

Chaplain Robert C. Clingman 
w rites: “Your son, Ralph, has been
given the Good Conduct medal re ­
cently, and I  w anted to offer a word 
of congratulation. The medal is 
awarded for outstanding w ork as a 
soldier in our country’s service. 

r “I  feel th a t Ralph m erits all the 
commendation he receives and you 

L m ay well be proud of him. He is a 
fine young m an and is in good health.

* I  am  glad to  be w ith him  in this regi-! 
m ent.”

* V * $ * *
H enry LeRoy Bower Jr., seam an 

second class, who is a mem ber of the 
crew of the U.S.S. Sum pter, w rites: 
“The M ighty Sum pter

“She is a regular battle  axe. She 
reals and rolls and how she creaks, 
bu t when it  comes to the showdown, 
you never find her out of bounds. 
Always like a hunting hound, she’s 
here and there an all around. And 
when she is out the Jap  fleet hides. 
They fea r the blood th a t follows her 
tides, and how they p ray  for their 
dam  hides. H er crew is the rugged 
type. They take you aw ay and bring 
you back, no m a tte r how she rolls 
and creaks.”

* * * * * *
M otor M achinist’s M ate Second 

Class and Mrs. Boice “B arney” Mc­
Cormack are here on a sixteen day 
leave from  the N avy a t  San Diego, 
California, w ith  his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy M cCormack of Newton. 
P rivate F irs t Class Drexel McCor­
m ack w as here from  Camp Brecken- 
ridge, Kentucky, Sunday. He expects 
to be sen t overseas in a  short time. 

* * * * *  ^
Mr. and Mrs. Amos D ufrain of New- ] 

ton are in receipt of a  le tte r from  
their son, Sergeant Donald “Fuzzy” j 
Dufrain, s ta ting  th a t he is now in one 
of the islands of the Southwest P a ­
cific. He and a num ber of other Jas-

A rtillery division. All were well
when he wrote.

* * * * * *
Corporal Manley W ever of the 

578th Signal Air W arning battalion 
a t Drew field, Florida, and his wife 
are visiting his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
John W ever of near H unt City. Mrs. 
W ever Sr. is home from  a visit to 
Bedford, Indiana. She was accom­
panied home w ith her son and daugh­
ter-in-law.



E arl M. Michl, 17, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Michl of Newton, is receiv­
ing his initial indoctrination a t  the 
United S tates N aval Training Center, 
G reat Lakes. W hen his recru it tra in ­
ing is completed, the seam an will 
receive a period of leave.

* * * * *
Mrs. Eugene T. Jensen of 324 N orth 

Maple stree t has received word from  
her husband, L ieutenant Jensen, th a t 
he is stationed in Iceland. L ieutenant 
Jensen is a f irs t pilot commanding 
officer on a B-17.

P rivate Gordon Stanley is here on 
a furlough from  Mayo General hos­
pital a t Galesburg w ith his parents,

L Mr. and Mrs. Lon Stanley of near 
? Newton. His arm  was injured in an 

accident on A ttu  island.
m * * * * m

Victor W arren Coleman of near 
’ Willow Hill, 17 years old, has enlisted 
, in the Navy, and W ayne Cunningham 
} of Newton vicinity w ent to  Spring- 
, field for exam ination, Tuesday, for 
3 enlistm ent. 
f * * * * * *
3 Second L ieutenant E sther E arnest, 
3 A rm y N urse Corps, is visiting her 
> m other, Mrs. N ora E arnest of near 

Falm outh. She is stationed a t  an 
, A rm y hospital a t  Yuma, Arizona.
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