
L ieutenant John S. W right, who is 
w ith  the Signal Intelligence division, 
w rites: ‘‘I w as in Rome recently  and
had quite a sightseeing spree. I  drove 
out the Appian way, ‘via Appia Au- 
tica,’ which, in places where the mod­
ern coating of asphalt had w orn off, 
showed the Rom an construction, large 
blocks of stone. Along the pine shad­
ed road dozens of rem ains of tombs, 
now piles of f la t Rom an brick w ith 
pieces of m arble adornm ent although 
a  few have nearly  complete inscrip­
tions. As they fell into ruin, others 
used p arts  of older tombs in construc­
ting  new ones, or walls, houses and 
barns. Indeed, some of the houses 
algng the w ay are tombs hollowed 
out and added to.

“Quite a d ifferent so rt of burial 
took place in the catacombs, which 
are also along the Appian way. Here, 
deep in the ground along narrow  dark  
corridors, sealed off to prevent the 
violation of dead by the pagans, were 
buried the early Christians and m ar­
tyrs. Here were the firs t resting  
places of the bones of St. P eter and 
St. Paul. A t the church of San Se­
bastian, one of the entrances to the 
catacombs, was discovered a house 
or the rem ains of a house in which 
were m any te rra  co tta  tab lets w ith 
the nam es of St. P e te r and St. Paul 
on them.

“Of the m any churches in  Rome 
which I ’ve visited, the m ost beautiful 
is St. John La te r an, one of the five 
g rea t churches of Rome and the seat 
of the popes before St. P e te r’s. I t  is 
done in the heroic style of the Ren- 
naissance like St. P e te r’s but had a 
thoroughness in following the p a t­
te rn  which m akes it  som ew hat aus­
tere. There are huge sta tues of the 
apostles of either side of the nave 
done by pupils of Bermini, a very 
rich gold and the blue ceiling and a 
num ber of very a ttrac tiv e  chapels, 
each w ith excellent use of colored 
marble. These are the cloisters of the 
pre-Rennaissance church, very nice, 
w ith  mosaics in Byzantine style.”

*  e  •  »  ^  u

H. L. “Red” Thompson of Robinson, 
form er tw enty-th ird  d istric t com­
m ander of the Am erican Legion, has 
been promoted to lieutenant com­
m ander in the Navy and given com­
m and of a flotilla of amphibious land­
ing ships. He is a t  home on a few



days’ leave before going to his new j 
assignm ent on the Pacific coast.

H e served in the subm arine fo rc e s ; 
in the firs t W orld w ar and is believed 
to  have been the f irs t m an enlisted 
in the N avy a fte r  the declaration of 
war, having been sworn in a t alm ost 
the exact hour th a t congress passed 
the act.

*  *  ♦  *  *

Mrs. Nellie Salyers is in receipt of 
a le tte r  from  her son, Corporal E u­
gene Salyers, who is now serving in 
the Mechanized Cavalry in France. I t  
w as the f irs t le tte r  she had received 
for some time. Enclosed in the le t­
te r  were some Germ an stam ps.

Eugene has two more brothers serv­
ing in the arm ed forces, P rivate Jesse 
Salyers of Camp Davis, N orth  Caro­
lina, and P riva te  Delmer Salyers of 
F o rt Benning, Georgia.

* * * * * «
Seam an Gerald Field spent a  week 

end leave w ith his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Irl Field of Newton. Gerald was 
a radiom an a t the Pacific fleet head­
quarte rs before being sent to Mid­
shipm an’s school a t  N otre Dame uni­
versity, and previous to th a t w as on 
destroyer, a t  the tim e of P ear Harbor.

* * id * * *
Seam an Second Class and Mrs. 

Doyt H am ilton are spending a few 
days in Newton. Doyt is a N avy 
truck  driver a t  San Diego, California, 
and says th a t he does the same th ing 
in the service he did in civilian life, 
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