
Sergeant John 
E. Welker Z fy ,,  
Gets Medal

Newton Air Force Mechanic Aid
ed in Development of Oxygen 
W arning Equipm ent Recently

H eadquarters, E igh th  A ir Force 
Service Command, England.—Tech
nical Sergeant John E. W elker of 
Newton, has been aw arded the Bronze 
S ta r medal fo r m eritorious achieve
m ent in the perform ance of ou tstand
ing services, it  w as announced by 
B rigadier General Donald R. Good
rich of M arshall, Michigan, command
ing general of the E ighth  A ir Force 
Service Command .

Sergeant W elker aided in the per
fection of an  oxygen w arning system  
for heavy bom bardm ent type aircraft. 
This development, which made it pos
sible for one airplane crewm an a t a 
central control point to determ ine 
w hether each m em ber of the com bat 
crew was breath ing  oxygen through 
high altitude equipment, has con
tributed  m ateria lly  to the safe ty  of 
flying personnel.
E lectric Shop Forem an

Electric shop forem an a t  a sub
depot in this command, Sergeant 
W elker aids in the m aintenance re 
pair of battle-dam aged bombers of 
the E ighth  A ir Force. W hen recon
ditioned, these planes re tu rn  to fu rth 
er com bat missions over enemy te rr i
tory. A 1935 g raduate of Newton 
Com munity high school, Sergeant 
W elker entered the arm y in 1936. He 
had CMTC tra in ing  in 1932-33. He 
attended A rm y Radio school a t  Cha- 
nute field, Rantoul, prior to coming 
overseas in January , 1943, and a t 
tended th ree technical schools in E ng
land to qualify for his presen t duties.

Sergeant W elker’s ingenuity, tech
nical skill and devotion to duty re 
flect highest credit upon himself and 
the arm ed forces of the United S tates.

Sergeant W elker’s wife, Viola, re- 
j sides a t 156 C hestnut street, Win- 
netka. He is a son of Mrs. Mabel 

I W elker of Newton.


