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Private F irs t Class V ictor R. 
Phillips of Newton, who is in Ger
m any with an A nti-A ircraft A rtillery  
battalion, w rites: “I  have s ta rted  to
receive copies of the P ress so thought 
I ’d w rite and le t you know. I read 
Lieutenant Geier’s le tte r  in one edi
tion and can verify all his statem ents. 
In  fact most of these towns will have 
to be built from  the ground up. The 
A rtillery and A ir Force does a  p re tty  
thorough job.

“As you know we had a little  s tir  
around here a while back, bu t every
thing is under control now and mov
ing the other way. We were very 
instrum ental in assisting  some of 
H itler’s aces to join th a t ever in 
creasing Germany underground arm y 
(six feet under). I t  was a lot of fun 
while it lasted.

“We get to go back into Holland 
once in a while for a rest. I t  usually 
winds up th a t we need a re s t worse 
when we get back than  we did be
fore. We are all sw eating out passes 
to Paris, but unless my luck changes 
for the better it  m ay be this tim e 
next year before I m ake it. I ’m ju s t 
hoping by th a t tim e to spend one in 
Paris, not F rance bu t Illinois, if I 
should w ant to.

“From  the w ay things have been 
progressing who knows bu t w hat I  
m ight. A lthough it  will take a lot 
longer to get the boys home than  it  
did to get them  over here, some of us 
can now s ta r t  counting in m onths in
stead of years.

“Will have to clase for now. Say 
hello to all my friends for me. T hat 
is if Uncle Sam has left any of them  
around ’till now.”

w **«■'•* s
From  headquarters of the Twelfth 

A ir Force in Ita ly  comes word th a t 
the B-25 Mitchell bom bardm ent group 
to  which Sergeant Rom an M. Lidy of 
Dieterich is assigned as an airplane 
m echanic-gunner has been cited again 
by the W ar D epartm ent as a  Dis
tinguished Unit, th is tim e for the 
sinking of the Ita lian  cruiser T aran to  
in La Spezia harbor, Septem ber 23.

Carried out w ithout loss of a irc ra ft 
and w ith  no casualties despite a 
formidable concentration o f ^ ^ n ti-  
a irc ra ft guns, the brilliant a ttac k  
fru s tra ted  Germ an attem p ts to move 
the T aran to  into position to block 
the entrance of this v ita l harbor. The 
group w as previously cited as a  Dis-

I
tinguished U nit for outstanding close 
support missions flown in Tunisia 
and Sicily in favor of the B ritish 
E ighth  and A m erican F ifth  and 
Seventh arm ies.

* * * * $ *



Staff Sergeant Sylvan M. Kocher 
has returned to  Keesler field, Biloxi, 
Mississippi, where he is p reparing for 
overseas shipment, a f te r  spending a 
two weeks' furlough w ith his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Koeher of near 
Newton. Sergeant Kocher was 
form erly stationed a t Selman field, 
Monroe, Louisiana, where he worked 
as propeller overhaud specialist in 
a  subdepot. ^

His brother, Corporal Theodore £ 
Kocher, from  Lockbourne A rm y A ir ■L 
Base, Columbus, Ohio, was home on £ 
a three day pass to join him on his  ̂
visit.

Technician F ifth  Class Harold;' ( 
L. Rom ack has returned home for aj£  
th ir ty  day furlough w ith his p a r
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Boyce Rom ack of 
M attoon, form erly of near Newton, 
a fte r  serving tw enty-nine m onths 
overseas in the M editerranean Thea
tre  of Operations.

- W ord has been received from  P ri
vate  Bernard O. Rom ack by his p a r
e n ts , Mr. and Mrs. Romack, th a t he 
lis recovering from  a broken leg in a 
|hospital in England.

» * * s
P riva te Leonard Beavers, son of 

;Mr. and Mrs. Grover Beavers of W est 
L iberty vicinity, was operated on 

^Thursday for a hernia. He recently 
entered the arm y and w as assigned 
to the In fan try  a t  a camp in Texas, 

:but the hernia developed and he was 
■sent to  F o rt Leonard Wood, Missouri, 
fo r hospitalization.

* * * * * *
Snow was quite a  thrill to the con- 

'voy of patients from  the South P a 
cific, who arrived recently a t  Billings 
General hospital, Indianapolis. Among 
them  was Technician F ifth  Grade 
Roscoe Cummins of Newton, who 
served w ith the Cavalry on the island 
of Leyte. He was wounded while 

| m aking the advance w ith  a  rifle 
I squad on the island. He is form erly 
I of Oblong. His wife is the  form er 
Leona Thompson of Newton.

*  *  *  *

Mrs. W ilford F rench of Newton is 
I in receipt of a le tte r  from  h er hus- 
iband, dated F ebruary  8 . “I  will 
|  w rite you a few lines to le t you know



I  have landed safely somewhere in 
France. I  am  ju s t fine, and I  hope 
you and the children are the same. 
Sure had some ride; got seasick, but 
not bad I guess. Have some snow 
here. Will w rite more next time.

* * * * * *

P riva te  Donna Bailey
the form er Donna Emery, daughter 
of F rank  Em ery of Newton, who i&' 
now in the Wacs. H er husband, H il
dreth  Bailey, is in France w ith the 
Army.

* * * * * *
P riva te  Robert D. Ferguson of 

Willow Hill has been on a furlough 
from  Mayo General hospital a t  Gales
burg, visiting his wife a t Decatur. 
He was wounded in action in Ger
many, October 23 and was firs t hos
pitalized in Belgium and then in E ng
land, arriv ing in the United S tates, 
February.

He has been in the A rm y since 
July, 1943, and received his train ing 
a t Camp W allace and Camp Hulen, 
Texas, Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, 
and F o rt Meade, M aryland. He was 
sent overseas in September, 1944. 

* * * * * *
Mrs. K enneth Jones of Newton has 

word from  her husband, M achinist’s 
M ate Third Class Jones, th a t he had 
burned himself w ith a welding torch. 
He has recovered from  a fractu red  
w rist received some tim e ago. K en
neth  is in the N avy and is stationed 
in the Pacific.

* * * * * *



who recently received his wings as an 
aerial gunner a t Harlingenfi, Texas, 
A rm y A ir Field. He is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. V. A. Ragon of Willow Hill 
vicinity.

Mrs. Hallie Jones of Chicago and 
| Clifford M erritt, gunner’s m ate, sec- 
j ond class, have been spending a  few



days w ith their sister, Mrs. Norval 
W heat of Newton. Miss Peggy 
W heat of Olney was also home over 
the week end.

Seam an and Mrs. Leo B runer of 
Willow Hill are the parents of a baby 
girl, born February  4. She has been 
given the name of Gloria Lee.

Leo has been shipped out from 
G reat Lakes to Camp Endicott, Dav- 
isville, Rhode Island.

F irem an John Calvin Jourdan is 
home on leave, visiting his mother, 
Mrs. Ed Jourdan of Newton. He has 
been on an a irc ra ft carrie r in the 
W estern Pacific area.

v * * * # s
F rancis Burton Hall, seam an sec

ond class, is spending a th irty  day 
leave w ith his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Aldridge of M attoon, form 
erly of W est L ib e rty ._______________


