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Corporal John H. Maxwell w rites 
R ay E. Everly  of Newton from  Oki
naw a under date of May 8: “I  ju st
received a few papers from  home and 
about fo rty  letters. Of course our 
mail h asn 't been keeping up w ith  us.
I  will adm it we have been on quite 
a  few islands since we le ft Leyte.

“Boy was th a t ever a nice place. 
All the people were real nice. A bout 
all the boys had tent-boys, ju s t like j 
big shots. They were practically  all 
friendly and very good w orkers. A t 
one time, or I  should have said for a t  
least a week, it looked like we had 
two arm ies to  feed.

“They were very m annerly. A ny
th ing you gave them, they thanked ( 
you very much, for all of them  call j 
M acA rthur their God. They never ! 
take anything, and in every village 
they have beauty parlors and barber
shops and also m ake very p re tty  rugs 
and table spreads.

“I got a  few souvenirs bu t not ! 
many, as I  knew we had a tough I 
road ahead of us, and it  sure has ! 
been. I  was reading in one of my 
papers a  piece th a t Ernie Pyle had 
w ritten  which was very good.

“He w as on Iwo Jim a when we 
were. He sta rted  up to the fron t 
w ith  a  lieutenant when a sniper shot 
him. The Japs' were sure dug in 
there; they had every kind of weapon 
w ith mines ever yard.

“This place is a little quieter now 
than  it was a week ago. There are 
some long toms about 100 yards from  
me and every time they shoot I  jump. 
We have air raids every day and 
night. The Japs sure lost lots of 
planes on these two islands. Their 
back door isn’t  fa r  aw ay now. We 
sure have come a  long w ay in the 
la st year.

“Jasper county is well represented 
over here bu t I can’t  say ju s t who. 
The w eather here is nice and cool of 
nights. I  use two blankets and don’t  
fo rge t the mosquito net and lots of 
repellent ju s t like Brown’s sand bar. 
About m y home: I have a  cave w ith
side walls and d irt roof about a foot 
thick, and believe it  or not, a real cot 
Of course I had to  pu t the legs on 
it. I also have a tent.

“W hen there is an air raid we w atch 
the ack ack and Ihen the Japs catches 
fire and sometimes there are lots 
th a t go down. Of course you listen 
to the news, so you can tell by th a t 
about how m any get by. We had a 
super-duper dinner — fresh steak, 
green peas, fresh cabbage, fresh ca r
rots, biscuits. Of course la st n igh t I 
baked three sheet pans of cherry pie 
the kind grand-m a used to m ake and 
grand-pa threw  out. Boy it was a 
splendid dinner, about $5.00 a p late in 
the states.



“Some of the boys are out riding 
th is evening as we have twelve horses 
in our company now, and an old sow 
w ith  eight little pigs, which g e t all 
our spare moments. L ast night two 
boys milked three cows they caught 
and the medical officers said it  was 
good milk, so I  guess we will have 
m ilk now. Of course no one knows 
w hat milk is, as i t  has been over 
fifteen  m onths since we saw  any. 
All we need to  have for a farm  is a 
dozen old hens; I m ean chickens.”



F irs t L ieutenant Daniel W ayne 
King, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ona M. 
King of Falm outh, has been assigned 
to an Officers’ M aintenance engineer
ing course a t Chanute field, Rantoul. 
He is a  veteran  of f ifty  missions w ith 
th$ M editeranean A ir Force, w ith 
which he served as a  pilot.

S tudents in the engineering course 
are selected on the basis of the ir 
technical knowledge and experience. 
Instruction  covers all phases of a ir
c ra ft m aintenance and lasts five 
months. .
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Mr. arfd Mrs. C. A. W ilson of New

ton are in receipt of a le tte r  from  
the ir son, Corporal K enneth Wilson, 
the f irs t word they had received in 
several weeks. He said he was in 
the B avarian Alps near Brenner pass, 
and th a t there was snow on the 
ground. He is w ith  the Seventh arm y 
and was well, bu t very  busy.

Corporal Oscar C. S tru tner, a son \ 
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. S tru tner \ 
of W est Liberty, has reported to F o rt • 
Sheridan, a fte r  spending a furlough 
w ith his paren ts and other relatives.

Corporal S tru tner is a cook in a 
P-38 Lightning figh ter group of the 
F ifteen th  AAF th a t  was in the E u 
ropean Theatre for tw enty-four 
months.
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Orla Houser, gunner’s m ate second 

class, le ft Sunday n igh t for Nor- 
folk, V irginia, where he will join his

I new ship, a destroyer. Bill has been 
recommended for prom otion to gun
ner’s m ate firs t class, a f te r  com plet
ing the w ork a t  the Advanced Gun
nery school a t San Diego, California.
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Mancel C. Allen Jr., 18, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. M. C. Allen of 805 South 
Van Buren street, Newton, is receiv
ing his initial N aval indoctrination 
a t  the United S tates N aval Training 
Center, G reat Lakes. W hen his re 
cru it train ing  is completed, he will 
receive a  period of leave.

Mrs. W ilford French of Newton has 
a le tte r  from  her husband, P riva te 
F irs t Class French, s ta tin g  th a t  he 
was in the hospital in Europe. He 
didn’t  tell w hat was the m a tte r w ith 
him and asked her not to  w orry; th a t 
he was all righ t.

Charles Neil Woods, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles B. Woods of Dundas 
vicinity, has applied for enlistm ent in 
the U nited S ta tes N avy a t the local 
recruiting  office. He will go to 
Springfield for his final exam ination 
next week.

P riva te  F irs t Class Charles A. 
F rau li arrived home W ednesday on a 
six ty  day furlough from  a hospital 
in South Carolina, for a v isit w ith 
his wife and baby. He served eigh- 

I teen m onths in the Southwest Pacific. 
Mrs. F rauli as the form er Ruby Utley.

? Mrs. E tta  Price of H unt City has 
received word on May 6, th a t her son, 
P riva te  F irs t Class Floyd E. Price, 

; received severe burns on his face, 
hands and arm s in an explosion. Any 

1 one wishing to  w rite him or send 
cards, send in care Mrs. Price.



P riva te  Donald R. W agner from  I 
Camp Hood, Texas, is spending a  fur- i 
lough w ith  his parents, Mr. and Mrs. j 
Ed W agner of near Newton. He is | 
being transferred  to F o rt Ord, Cali
fornia.
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P riva te  Jam es W hitehurst is spend

ing a  furlough from  Camp Hood, 
Texas, w ith  his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Eber W hitehurst of near Newton.

P riva te  Glenn H aggard  is home on j 
a  furlough from  California.
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