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Peninsular Base H eadquarters in 
Italy . — F irs t Lieutenant Bessie B. 
Wilson of Newton 'is now serving 
w ith the Seventieth General hospital 
of the Peninsular Base section. The 
unit was the nearest general hospital 
to the F ifth  arm y fron t lines. I t  has 
h ad  alm ost two years of overseas ser­
vice.

Sponsored by St. Louis university 
of St. Louis, Missouri, the medical 
and dental officers, w ith the exception 
of a few replacem ents, are members 
of the faculties of the medical and 
dental schools of this university, and 
the nurses were obtained from  the 
various hospitals in St. Louis and vi­
cinity. The enlisted personnel repre­
sent all sections of the United States. 
The unit was organized by Colonel 
Curtis H. Lohr, MC, who is its execu­
tive officer.

The Seventieth General hospital 
was activated a t the O’Reilly General 
hospital, Springfield, Missouri, on 
Septem ber 1, 1942. In  December of 
the same year the unit was tran s­
ferred for intensive training* to the 
Harm on General hospital a t  Long­
view, Texas, and went overseas to 
N orth  A frica in September, 1943.

I t  operated as a general hospital 
in the M editerranean Base Hospital 
Center until November, 1944. In  ad­
dition to its routine professional ac­
tivities, this hospital was assigned 
the ta sk  of organizing, equipping and 
train ing  of all I ta lian  S tation hos­
pitals, san ita ry  companies and med­
ical detachm ents in the district. Be­
ing the la st general hospital to leave 
N orth  Africa, this un it gradually  ab ­
sorbed all the w ork of the various 
medical installations which w as a 
formidable task.

L ieutenant Wilson, a daughter of 
Newton A. Wilson of Newton, was 
commissioned in the Arm y N urse 
Corps, and has been overseas since 
August, 1943. Before entering the 
m ilitary  service she was a  public 
health  nurse for the Missouri S tate  
H ealth D epartm ent. She was g radu­
ated from  the St. Louis City Hos­
pital Training School for Nurses in 
1926. and from  the Newton high 
school.
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On Board a United S tates B a ttle­

ship in the Pacific.—Yeoman Second 
Class Donovan C. Bower of Newton, 
Illinois, didn’t  know when he read a t 
G reat Lakes N aval Training Center 
of the bom bardm ents in the Aleu­
tians, th a t the next tim e this ship 
w ent into action he would be aboard.

“I t  was no tim e a t all a fte r  I read 
about the A leutians cam paign th a t I 
was carrying my gear up the gang­
plank of this ship,” he said recently. 
“I ’d never even seen a ship before 
and I was sadly misinformed,” he 
added.



In  the year and a  half he has been 
aboard, Bower has seen action all the 
w ay from  the Gilberts to the Philip­
pines, tak ing  in the M arshall and 
M arianas cam paigns on the way. 
D uring the M arshalls operations, 
Bower and his shipm ates stayed on 
their battle  stations for eighteen 
hours w ithout relief. Coffee and 
sandwiches were brought up to them^ 
from  the galley.

Bower does much of his w ork and 
also sleeps and eats in the executive 
office aboard this ship where he 
handles discharges and enlistm ents. 
E igh t hours a  day he stands a de­
coding w atch and a t general quarters 
he m ans battle  phones, relaying in­
form ation on plane positions to the 
dam age control office.

His wife, the form er $ lary  K * H an­
cock, lives a t  627 College street, New­
ton, and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence L. Bower, a t  431 E as t M or­
gan  street, Newton. Bower, who is 
25, has a younger brother, Bobby, 
serving w ith the A rm y in Iran.

A furn itu re salesm an before enlist­
ing, he plans to s ta r t  a fu rn itu re busi­
ness in partnership  w ith his brother 
a f te r  the w ar.

* Jfc * * ❖  *
Corporal Charles F ranklin  H all of 

Newton, an operations clerk a t  a B-24 
L iberator heavy bomber base in E ng­
land, was am ong the men honored a t 
a  special review com m em orating the 
Service of those who, through faith fu l 
perform ance of their duties, had sup­
ported the com bat fliers of the 445th 
Bom bardm ent group in the course of 
280 bombing missions during seven­
teen m onths in England.

According to  Colonel W illiam W. 
Jones, s ta tion  commander, “No one 
realizes better than  those who fly in 
com bat the essential roll played by 
the men who back them  up by w ork 
on the ground. Upon the perform ­
ance of these soldiers, whose tasks 
are often tedious and seemingly re ­
mote from com bat operations, has de-



pended the w elfare and safe ty  of 
every com bat crew and the successful 
completion of every bombing a ttack . 
They deserve g rea t credit.”

The 445th bom bardm ent group has 
been cited by M ajor General W illiam 
E. Kepner, commanding- general, Sec­
ond A ir Division, for “Distinguished 
and outstanding perform ance of duty  
in com bat” during a career th a t has 
included high - altitude bombing a t ­
tacks on key industries, airfields, and 
transporta tion  centers throughout E u ­
rope, on rocket-launching sites in 
France, and in tactical ta rg e ts  and 
troop concentrations in coordination 
w ith  Allied ground operations from  
the f irs t landings in N orm andy on 
D-day through the Ardennes cam ­
paign and the Rhine crossings.

Corporal H all is a son of Ralph E. 
Hall of Route Two, Newton. He was 
employed by the N orris E lectric a t  
Newton before entering the A rm y in 
1943, and has served in England since 
February, 1944.
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W ith an iron fist in a  velvet glove 

the M ilitary Police guard the five 
gates a t  F o rt Sheridan. These sol­
diers, chosen especially to fill the 
difficult dual role of am bassadors of 
good will and protectors of a  m ilitary  
installation, stand guard tw enty-four 
hours each day, according to Colonel 
George H. Cushman, post commander.

They are charged not only w ith the 
im portan t mission of protecting both 
personnel and property  a t F o rt Sher­
idan, bu t also are required to  g ree t 
every person, civilian or m ilitary, who 
seeks entrance and to pass upon the 
credentials presented. Among mili­
ta ry  police here is Staff Sergeant 
F reem an F. Cunefare, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. O. Cunefare of Gila vicinity.

In  im m aculate uniform s and w ith 
impeccable m ilita ry  m anners m em ­
bers of F o rt Sheridan’s M ilitary Police 
Company are trained to  detect any 
person a ttem pting  illegal entrance to, 
or departure from  the post. To fu l­
fill his mission as a M ilitary Police­
m an m ust be accomplished in arm s, 
being adept in the care and use of 
the pistol and submachine gun.

M ilitary Police a t  any one of the 
five gates m ust combine the ta len ts 
of M ister A nthony and the experts on 
Inform ation Please, for they are p re­
sented w ith  problems to tax  the m ost 
resourceful. W eary wives and m oth­
ers, perplexed sw eethearts, and w or­
ried fa the rs appear a t  the gates to be 
guided to their loved ones. Innum er- I 
able curious or meddlesome m ust be 
carefully weeded out and courteously 
bu t firm ly tu rned away.

The ro ste r of ttie M ilitary Police 
company a t  F o rt Sheridan reveals the 
nam es of m any who have completed 
overseas com bat duty. B attle  stars, 
Purple H earts and Distinguished Ser­
vice ribbons are commonplace w ith 
these men. Though not as famous , 
as their brethren  in Europe who were 
dubbed “Snowdrops” by General 
Eisenhower as a compliment to their 
w hite helmets, gloves and leggins, 
F o rt Sheridan’s m ilitary  police fu l­
fill the same functions, being equally 
proud of the ir title “good soldiers.”

* * $ * * *



Mrs. E arl Swick of near Newton ' 
has received word from  her son, P ri­
vate F irs t Glass Donald R. Swick, j  
th a t he arrived in New York on May j 
11 and has been sen t to  a  hospital 
in Springfield, Missouri. He said he 
was feeling fairly  good now.

He was wounded in Germ any on 
April 3, receiving a seven inch wound I 
one inch above his r ig h t ear. His left j 
side was paralyzed until he under- 

- w ent an operation. H e said  lie would J 
have to be operated on again to  have ; 
a silver plate placed in his head.

He is expecting a furlough some 
tim e in June, and will be discharged 
from  the service in the near future.

^
W ith the T hirty -th ird  Division on 

Luzon.—P riva te  F irs t Class Joseph L. 
Schackm ann of Newton vicinity has 
been aw arded the Com bat In fa n try ­
m an’s badge for exem plary perform ­
ance of duty in action aga in st the 
enemy in N orthern  Luzon.

P rivate F irs t Class Schackmann, 
who entered the arm y in 1942 has 
served in the C entral Pacific, New 
Guinea and since F ebruary  has been 
participating  in the Philippines L iber­
ation campaign.

He is w ith the 123rd In fan try  reg i­
m ent and took p a r t in the capture of 
Baguio, sum m er capital of the Philip­
pines.

% sfc
Dorris McDowell, who has been in 

the Southw est Pacific for over two 
years, is back in the U nited S tates 
and is expected home on leave soon.

Guner’s M ate F irs t Class John A. 
Connor w rites his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. V. O. Connor of Newton, th a t 
th is ship has been in the fighting  
about the Philippines and Okinawa 
and other W estern  Pacific bases. 

* * * * * *
Lenvil John Curtis, 20, of Newton 

has advanced to ship’s cook, f irs t 
class, a f te r  serving w ith  a  Seabee 
un it in Iceland for tw enty  months. 
He w ears the European-African-M id- 
dle E astern  T heatre ribbon.



i
C urtis’ parents, Mr. and Mrs. L. B. ' 

Curtis, live a t  627 W ater street, New­
ton. He was employed by the Illi­
nois Central railroad.

$ * $ $ * $
Sergeant Robert D. Foust, son of 

Alva Oliver Foust of Rose Hill, has 
been assigned to Pope field, N orth  
Carolina, a  base of the F irs t Troop 
Carrier Command, and has reported 
for duty w ith the F ifth  Provisional 
TC squadron. His wife, the form er 
F ern  Louise Royce, resides a t Linton, 
Indiana.

* *  ̂ ❖  ❖
Leroy D. Shaner, seaman second 

class, w riting from the Philippines to 
his mother, Mrs. Gola Sempsrott, 
added: ‘‘There were really a lot of
happy fellows when we received word 
th a t the w ar was over in Germany.
I took a few pictures on the beach 
bu t they didn’t  tu rn  out so good.”

Floyd W ayne Earnest, 18, son of I 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred W ayne E arnest ; 
of Route Five, Newton, is receiving j 
his initial Naval indoctrination a t the j 
N aval Training Center a t  G reat j 
Lakes. When his recruit train ing is ! 
completed, the seaman will rec eive a 
period of leave.
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