
! 5 NEWTON BOYS GET
DOOLITTLE PRAISE

CONGRATULATED FOR PERFORM
ANCE IN EIGHTH AIR FORCE

An Eighth Kir Force Station, Eng
land — Among the 185,000 men and 
women of the E ighth Air Force con
g ratu lated  after VE-Day by Lt. Gen. 
Jam es H. Doolittle,, their commander, 
were Staff Sgt. Vernon L. W yatt, 504 
E. Morgan St.; S /Sgt Fay G. Bixler, 

;K 1; Sgt Raymond F. Ratcliff; Cpl. i 
H any In* Dartz, 428 W. Reynolds St. 

* ' i "  Cpl. Cnarles F, flatr, EFD 2.
“I wish to extend my personal con- j 

gratu lations and my h eartfe lt ap 
preciation to every one of you for the 
m agnificent job you have done,” Gen 
Doolittle said in a m essage to all per
sonnel.

“Each of you,” he continued, “'may 
be proud of your part in the defate of 

I Germany. I am proud of you. The 
| world is proud of you.”
I The Eighth Air Force was the worlds 
|lmightiest strategic bombing force. Its ! 
personnel of 185,000 was the equival
ent of 12 infantry divisions and it 
could send 21,000 qirmen in 2,000 four 

’engine bombers and 1,000 fighters 
over Germany a t one time, a com bat 

; effort possible only the support of 
(tens of thousands of non-flying spe- 
f cialists.
I _________________

Clyde Routt’s Division
Cited For Luzon Action

W ith Sixth Infantry  Division on Lu
zon — Pfc. Clyde R. Routt of Newton 
is one of eigh t Illinois m en of the 
Eixth Infantry  Division quarterm aster 
com pany which has been aw arded the 
M eritorious Service Unit P laque for 
“superior perform ance of duty” in 
connection with m ilitary operations in 
New Guinea and Luzon.

The citation said the company at 
all tim es m aintained a high standard  
•of discipline and m ilitary courtesy and 
executed its orders efficiently and 
enthusiastically.

The Sixth Division holds the con
tinuous com bat record in the Pacific.

Local Girl Serves As
Army Nurse In Italy

Peninsular Base, Hdq., Ita ly  — 1st 
Lt Bessie B. Wilson, of Newton, Illinois 
is now serving w ith the 70th General 

(hospital of the Peninsular Base Sec
tion. The unit was the nearest gen- 

1 eral hospital to the F ifth Army front 
lines. It has had alm ost two years of 
overseas service.

Lt. Wilson is the daughter of New
ton A. Wilson, of Newton, was com
missioned in the Army Nurse Corps. 
She has been overseas since August 
1943. Before entering the m ilitary ser
vice she was a Public H ealth Nurse for 
Missouri S ta te  H ealth Dept. She was 
graduated  from the St. Louis City 
Hospital Training School for Nurses, 
St. Louis, Missouri, 1926.______________


