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Seam an Second Class Robert H. 
Dhom is in Gulfport, Mississippi, ta k ­
ing a tw enty w eeks’ course in radio 
operation and theory. Upon g radu­
ation he will join the fleet or some 
advanced base as a radio operator.

He w rites: “W e had a little  w ar
and robbery down here la s t n igh t and 
I thought for a  little while I w as a 
gonner, but everything turned out 
o. k. I have a top bunk and ju s t as 
I s ta rted  to lay down a couple of 
Mississippi ants tried to throw  me 
off. While I was fighting- off the 
an ts a couple of cockroaches carried 
off one of my blankets and m y pillow.

“A fter I  had fought off an ts and 
cockroaches and was wondering how I 
was going to  get up to my top bunk, 
as I was very tired, a couple of mos­
quitoes kindly came along and gently  
lifted me up and le t me softly  down 
into my bunk and tucked me in for 
the night. W hen I  s ta rted  to thank  
them, one of them  said, “F orget it 
chum,” th a t is ju s t paym ent for the 
p in t of blood we got la s t n igh t.”

A Twelfth A rm y Air Force P-47 
Base in Italy .—̂ Staff Sergeant Paul 
E. Stanley, son of Noah A. Stanley 
of Newton, now w ears five bronze 
battle  s ta rs  on his thea tre  ribbon for 
having taken  p a r t in five m ajor cam ­
paigns—the Tunisian, Sicilian, two 
phases of the Ita lian  and Southern 
France.

Sergeant S tanley has shared the 
dangers and hardships of life in a 
fa s t moving tactical figh ter group, 
which has been awarded the W ar De­
p artm en t unit citation for ou tstand­
ing perform ance Of duty.

Overseas more Ahan th irty  m onths 
Sergeant Stanley is w ith a veteran  
figh ter bomber group of the Twelfth 
A ir Force, which is actively engaged 
in dive-bombing and strafing  of enemy i 
m ilitary  installations in the Po valley r 
and the Brenner pass. 1

Mrs. L. R. Sills of H untington P ark , L 
California, has received a telephone 
call from  her son, P rivate F irs t Class 
Robert C. Curtis. He had landed in 
Long Island, New York, a fte r  being 
flown from  Paris, France, and land­
ing in the S tates, April 24.

He will be in a hospital a t  Jackson, 
Mississippi. He is in a cast and will I 
be for several weeks. He was wound­
ed March 11 in Germany w ith Gen- j 
eral Hodges’ F irs t army. Mrs. H enry ! 
McKinney of Bogota is an aun t of 
P rivate Curtis.

Robert is a son of Nelson Curtis of ! 
Champaign. Mrs. Sills is the form er j 
Nell Cornwell of Newton.
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Jesse N. Jourdan, who is w ith  a 
N avy postal un it in the Philippines, 
w rites the P ress under date of April 
24: “I have m et three Newton boys
here—Rex McClane, Don Conley and 
Jam es Dunnigan. I  had a  long visit 
w ith  each fellow. I  see Rex about 
once a week as he is only a couple 
of miles from  here.

“The rainy  season is over now and 
it is fa irly  hot. We have been living 
in ten ts bu t now have barracks. This 
base is in a native village and it has 
a fa irly  large population w ith  several 
stores, cafes and novelty shops. I 
am  going aboard ship soon as N avy 
mail clerk.”

P riva te  F irs t Class John B. Bush, 
who is in a hospital in England, w rites 
his wife in South Muddy township: 
“Here I am  again, as you can see, a t  
ano ther address. I ’ll be here about 
th ree weeks and then I  hope to .get 
back to  my outfit, bu t th a t is uncer­
tain .

“I don’t ge t m y mail as regu lar as 
I  should but guess th a t is because I 
have been moving around so much. 
I  will send you the Purple H eart some 
tim e next week. I th ink  th a t I  will 
be getting  a tw enty-four hour pass. 
Tell everyone hello for me. There 
isn’t  much to say  so I ’ll close.” 

« * * * * »
Mrs. W illiam C. Hovey has receiv­

ed a  le tte r from  her husband, P rivate 
F irs t Class Hovey, telling her th a t he 
has been in com bat on Okinawa. He 
is in a Field A rtillery  un it of the 
F irs t M arine division and landed on 
Okinawa E aster Sunday.

He spent eighteen m onths overseas 
during the earlier phase of the w ar 
and saw  action a t Tulagi and Guadal­
canal.

Mrs. Hovey is the form er Edna M. 
Swisher. She is now employed by 
the C aterp illar T racto r Company a t 
Peoria, w here she worked before her 
m arriage.

Lym an B urtch Jr., who has been in 
the N avy in the Pacific for the past 
two years, has been visiting his p a r­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Lym an E. B urtch 
of Willow Hill. His m other m ade a



trip  to the Pacific coast to meet him 
and before she arrived he obtained 
a leave and they returned home to­
gether.

W ayne Burgener, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. H erm an Burgener of W est Lib­
erty  vicinity, reported to Springfield, 
Tuesday, for enlistm ent in the Navy. 
He had previously been accepted and 
was home aw aiting call.

W illiam Bogard, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Bogard of no rthw est of 

> Newton, reported to  Springfield, 
Thursday, for enlistm ent in the 

" Navy. He had previously been ac­
cepted.
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* L ieutenant W ayne D. Jones le ft 
1 W ednesday and expected to be sen t to 
 ̂ the Burm a area of operations. Mrs.

3 Jones is visiting her parents, Mr. and 
 ̂ Mrs. Ira  May of near Newton.
3  p ---------
J L ieutenant Herschel Jones w as a 
1 week end guest of his parents, Mr.
* and Mrs. V. A. Jones of Newton. His
* brother, L ieutenant W ayne D. Jones, 

was here for a visit before going over-
» seas.
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T N avy Life
l In civilian life, you had your own 

way,
- No orders to carry  out day a fte r  day;
- You get out of bed whenever you 
 ̂ please,

No one to come around howling 
“Reveille.”

You didn’t  have to shine your shoes, 
Or get up every m orning for GQ’s;

' You ate  your food whenever you 
pleased every day,

' And w asn’t  pu t on report by  the chief 
MA.

And the food you ate, by all m eans 
I t  w asn’t  day a fte r day, com bread 

and beans.
Although the Navy life isn’t  so bad, 
Civilian life I  would ju s t as soon had. 
And a fte r we’ve finished our job over 

there,
We will all come back for a short 

glass of beer,
And to our sw eethearts, folks, and the j 

rest,
And tell of our hunting trip  w ay out j 

in the southwest. *
One thing for sure w ithout any fear, 
The w ay things are looking,
W e’ll be home by this time next year.

—Paul V. Birk, S 1/c (SF) I


