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Among the countries of the Middle East, Istael is the only
ong in which a local Communise Party as & regular matter of
course has participated openly in electoral and parliamentary life.
In all five national elections to date the Israel Communist Party
(Maki) has prescnted and seriously campaigned for a parliamen-
tary slate. These eforts have been pardally rewarded by the
election of from three to six Knesset (parliament) members under
a system of proportional représentation which provides for the
selection of all 130 Kneset members on a countrywide basis,
Within a multi-party system which currently includes eleven
distinguishable parliamentary groups the Communist Farty ooou-

* This wady represents part af 3 larger rescarch project on the podivical
prty gystesn of Israel thap invelved resecarch rips i Tareel in 1960, 1061,
amel 19635, as wedl as further imtecviews and investigation of Taonis materials
in the Uinited States. Over 180 formal imberviews were obiained in the coarse
of this work, Information secured frosn the following individuals im one or
more imterviews per periom has been wsed specifically in (hds soody: X, 5
Abramoy, Member of the Eeesser, General Biomist and Liberal Parties, Abmsed
Draher. Member of the Kmeset, Progress and Development List. Emamel
Guatmann, Esoalty of Paolitical Science, The Hebrew University. Sabhi abo
Gosh, resident of the Arab village of Abu Gosh, and dociors] candidate ar
Princeion Unlwersiey, Moedecal Oren, Secretary-General of the World Union
of Mapam, Arie Pyetan, Dieecoor of the Direeli Govermment Pres Offics,
Tel Aviv, Arie Rath, palitical writer for The Jernstlem Porl. Moshe Sneh,
Member of the Kneser, Communist Farty (interviews in 1950, 1961, and
1963y, Gidenn Weigent, writer for The Jerwsalem Post and other journals,
and specialiss I Arb affalrs of Isreel,
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pies a position which in important respects is more distinctly
outside the system than within, In parliamentary affairs, for
instance, the party finds itself substantially boxed off in terms of
other partics, including cooperation by everybody to keep the
Communists off certain key standing commiress in every Knesset
session to date. Communist Party activities, nevertheles, have
had an impact in some fields of Israeli political life, such as
Arab affairs. In this field the Communists are in significant com-
petition with two socialist parties, namely Mapai (the lsrael
Labor Party, and the nation’s one major party) and the maore
doctrinaire Mapam ({the United Workers' Party).®

The location of the national headguarters of the Communist
Party of Israel in the former Arab city of Jaffa (now a part of
one large metropolitan entivy, Tel Aviv-Yalo) has, perhaps, some
symbolic significance. Every other organized Isaeli political
party, with the exception of the most orthodox of the religious
parties, is headguartéred in Tel Aviv proper, the bustling bank-
ing and commercial center of the nation. There are perhaps
other things about the party’s headquarters location which may
also sirike the inquiring observer as symbolic. In the process of
getting there no one scems to quite know or really care where it
is, The short street on which the nondescript headguareers build-
ing fronis is unmarked at that location. On a return trip a year
later the instructions by phone from the top party member being
revisited are o ger off the bus at the Paz Petrol station, walk a
short block, and turn sharply lefi, with still no address or street
designation in the offing.

THE PALESTINIAN PERIOD

As is the case for every other organized political party in Israel]
(excluding two “Amb lists” which are satellites of Mapai), the
Communist Party has an organizational history running well

* Mapai is the pany of David Ren Gurian apd incumbent Prime Minlger
Levi Eshiol. Tes eocialist Ziomism it of a pragmatic and nan-Marist variety.
Mapam's dogmatic sedalism is of a distincly Marxist characier. Mapam is

within the radition of Fiondsm andd hasic boyabty to Israel, despite a
rathetr exnirems H!m-]ni pﬂ.il:l,um in foreign affaim.
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back into the pre-state period. But while there is a history, it is
ane which invelves such tortuous convolusions in organizational
development, shifts of policy, and changes of personnel thae the
party itself apparently prefers wo forget it. Indeed, its difficultics
in this respect led it to be one of the few Communist Parties in
the world which steeved away from writing its own history, even
in the form of articles or newspaper accounts.! It has not cele-
brated anniversaries, and prefers to abstain from citing the party
press of earlier years. “Though one of the oldest parties in
Palestine, it is, or at least wishes 1o appear, as a party without
a pasL"®

Communist activities in Palestine go back to 1919-1920, and
represent part of the larger current of revolutionary movement
and activities which were spreading through Eastern and Central
Europe following World War I. Jewish Communists in these areas
were as convinced as their party brethren that world victory for
the movernent was an imminent prospect. Zionism to them was
an anachronism, a reactionary movement which would cut Jewish
workers off from the larger struggle. There was little reason for
Jewish Communists to migrate to a distant and to them unim-
portant territory, a move which they felt in effect would mereky
strengthen the hold of British imperialism.? Consequently while
many socialist-Zionists came during the immediate postwar years,
wery few Communists did. While some of the new pioneers became
Communists, most of them did not remain in Palestine because
of the many frustrations and disappoiniments of those years.
Once such persons had become Communists there was little
reason for them to stay in the country and contribute any furcher
ta the Zionist mission which they now refected. As a result the
Palestinian Gommunist Party experienced a rapid turnover of
membership, a tendency which has characterized the movement
throughout its very checkered history and contributed 1o i
organizational weaknesses and other difficulties. By the time of
Israeli starchood the party did not have a single member who
Belonged to the organization since even its ¢arly years, let alone
from its actual founding.*

A number of small groups which had cast themselves away
from Jewish labor parties in Palestine and Eastern Europe estab-
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lished themselves as the Socialist Workers' Party in September
of 1920. This organization lasted for less than one year, showing
comsiderable confusion of purpose and aims, and coming to a
sudden end following May day riots in Jaffa. Another group
made a new amempt to form a Palestine Communist Party alter
first making an effort to infiltrate a lefi-wing Zionist party, Poalci
Zion (Workers of Zion),

The pattern that followed throughout the 1980°s and into
the next decade revealed characteristics of internal feuding, and
frequently rapid shifts of leadership as well as of general mem.
bership. Recognition as a member party of the Comintern came
from Moscow in 1924, Increasingly bad relations developed with
the rest of the Jewish groups in Palestine over the development
ol a pro-Arab policy, which became one of the most consistent
features of the local Communist movement.

The pro-Arab orientation of the Palsstinian party was directed
by Moscow, At the time of its admission 1o the Comintern that
body had called upon the Palestine Party o “support the national
freedom of the Arab population against the British-Zionist occu-
pation,”® The Comintern Executive Committee in 1930 described
Zionism as “the exponent of the exploiting, big power, imperialist
oppressive strivings of the Hebrew bourgeoisie,” and added that
“Zionism was converted into a weapon of British imperialism
in order to suppress the national liberation movement of the
Arab masses, while it converted into its own weapon the Hebrow
population of Palestine." The Palestine Party, however, remained
a Jewish party until the late 1920's, and it was with the greatest
difficulty that it was able to find Arab sympathizers, let alone
Arab members for the party, The attempt to obtain Arab support
continued, however, with the party propaganda orguns saying
one thing in iis Arab publications, and something else again in
s Hebrew amd Yiddish materials.?

Following the Arab riots of 1929 the Comintern ordered the
Palestine Party to appeint an Arab majority to its Central Com-
mitiee, and at the 1935 Comintern Congress Palestinian dele.
gates were able to repon that the “Arabization” of their party
was proceeding, and that only “the reliable and honest Jewish
comrades in the party ranks” were allowed to continue in their
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participation.* Successes among Falestine Arabs were insignificanc
The small number of urban Arab workers were sirikingly unin-
terested in Communist ideology, and the Arab peasantry tended
to prefer the type of extreme nationalism represented by Haj
Amin al Husdini, the ex-Multi of Jerusalem. It is interesting 1o
note that during the “Arab Rewvol™ of 1956-193% he pary
cooperated with the ex-Mufi, By mid-1937 the party was in
a state of magor disorgarization again, Two years later there were
a number of ragtag Commumnist factions and not much more,
Fewer than three hundred Jewish members were left and only
a4 scattering of Arabs,

The slavish sopport of Kremlin policy through a succession
of twists and turns was nowhere more completely demonstrated
by the Palestinian party than in s support of the Nazr-Soviet
Pact of Angust, 1989, after an initial period of shock. A difficul:
enough test for Commumist parties thronghout the world, the
fanatical character of Nazism with relatiomship to European
Jewry made this support particularly striking and odious. As a
consequence another splinter group broke away, unable 1o
stomach Hitler even wemporarily for the sake of the larger vision
of a world ultimately redeemed by communism. It was not until
maonths after the German invasion of the Soviet Unbon in June,
IT41, that the party line came around to the concept of a united
front against the Axis powers

Another noteworthy milestone occurred in 193 when, at
the time of the official disolution of the Comintern, permision
was granted from Moscow for the establishment of two groups.
These were an Arab party and a Jewish party, an arrangement
which continued until the fall of 1948, The record of the Arab
party during that period of vme involved considerably greater
succpsses than was the case for the Jewish group. The Arab
Communists appeared a3 a real navonalist group among the
Arabs, and not samething in oppasition to pan-Armab aspirations.

Even before the end of World War II the two Communist
groups had been trying to become more respectable in appear-
ance. New leaders had come to the fore who busied themselves
with the burcaucratic affairs of the movement and were quite
different from the revolutionary types of the 1920s. These
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included people who have continued in leadership positions to
the present day, such as Shmuel Mikunis, Meir Wilmer, and
Tewfik Toubi of the Arab party. It is interesting to observe thar
the Jewish party had now lost its former emilitant ant-Zionism.
It seill came as a deep shock vo the party Frithiul, however, when
Andrei Gromyko in a United Nations speech in the summer of
1947 indicated that although the Sovier Union still regarded a
bi-national Palestinian state as preferable, that the establishment
of two separate states would also be acceptable. This Soviet turn,
however, was ultimately conducive to the new tactics of the
Jewish party and its avempt o cloak itself with respectabilicy,
which included its efforts o capitalize on the new prestige of the
Sovier Union, and it emphasis upon economic and social pro-
grams which differed little from those of left-wing Zwonst parties,
Some Communists even joined the Haganah, the Jewish defense
force in Palestine. When the Soviet Union backed the partition
plan in the crucial General Assembly debates and vote of Novemn-
ber, 1947, the Jewish Communists, after waiting to make sure
that they had the correct message from Moscow, fell into line on
this as well.® The party became properly patriotic during the
Arab-lsracli War, even criticizing Prime Minister Ben Gurion
for discontiniing ofensive operations wward Suez!

Durning the period of Soviet support for partition, followed by
a relatively briel period of not uniriendly responses by Moscow
toward a Jewish state, the predicament of the Palestimian Aral
Communist group known as the “Armab League for National
Liberation™ was, for a change, more touchy than that of s
Jewish counterpart. One group within the League defended the
Soviet position, while a second faction took an opposing stand.
By August, 18, however, the pattern of military action had
indicated the survival of the new Jewish state. Talks were stared

* The difficulibes of savithly fallwing the Mosoiw line went nowhere
more graphically sevealed tham ower the guestion of Intermationalizdiog
Jerusabem. As usual, Moscow gave no advance warning of a forthcoming
policy change o lis satelliie crganization in Palestime. Sovier policy ar the
United Maclons swirched twice on (e Jemisalem issoe, leaving (e Palestine
Comtaznisks up in the air on bodh occmieny with organized drivis amd
demonsirations.
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in that month between representatives of the Arab group and
the Jewish party, which under the developing crcurnstances
pmumed ie be the senior partner. Megouations were sucoess-
fully concluded, and in October of 1948, Maki, the present Tsracli
Communist Party, came into being.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY S5INCE
STATEHOOD

The position of the Communist Party in Isracli politics has
been a decidedly peripheral one, with the exception of its posi-
tion and activitics among Israel’s Arab citizens. The Communists
participated in the Provisional Government Council during the
Arab-Tsraeli War, although not in the smaller and more imporiant
Cabingr. The Communiss, along with the right-wing nationalise
Herun Movement (with its background in the underground para-
military organization the Irgun Zvai Leumi, and the Zionist
Revisionist Movement), never have panticipated in a coalition
cabinet since 1945, As has been pointed out, however, the party
has been represented in all five Knesets w dae, Its current
srength is five seams, an increase of two from the Fourth Knesset,

Although the Communist Farty is and has been a marginal
force in Israeli politics, it has shown iself 1o have a greater atrac-
tion than during previous decades, As far as Jewish voters are
concerned it would perhaps seem surprising thar the party should
be able to attract any support, considering the overall patern
of Soviet hostility toward Israel, accompanied by Soviet wooing
of Middle East Arabs. On top of this was the Communist Bloc
campaign against the “cosmopolitans™ (i.c., Jews) as represented
in the Prague meason trials of the early 1950°s, and the weird
“doctors’ plod” in Stalin's lase days, to say nothing about discrimi.
nation against Soviet Jews in more recent years. Funthermaore,
after its stanad during the Arab-Israeli War and with the turning
of Soviet policy, Maki returned to an anti-Zionist position. It has
faithfully followed every turn of the Soviet line, and when
Soviet-Egyptian relations have been such as to permit i, it has
blatantly campaigned among “Nasserites”™ in the Arab districs
of Israel as being the next best thing to a vote for Naser, and
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as the party that would further Arab interests in the country
as well as work for 2 “peaceful solution™ to outstanding issues in
the Middle East.

That the Communists would have an appeal (o many of the
nation's Arab cidzens is not surprising. It should be chserved
that apart from the builein advantages that the Communists have
concerning anti-Fionism, and the postion of the Soviet Union
vis-a-vis the Middle East, (here are other factors which contribute
to the party's appeal. In some elections over half of its woter
sirength has come from the Arabs, although probably less than
half of its actoal members are Arabs® The Communist Party,
along with the doctrinaire Marxist party Mapam, is the only
general party on the Isracli scene which Arabs can belong to as
members. Mapai has organized and operated several sacellive
Arab political entities (the wrm “party” can hardly be employed).
These emphasize farmily ties, standing i the community, bloc
voting within related social units, and an almost complete lack
of organirational structure and systematic activities, These Mapai
Arab representatives in the Knesset have not been very impressive,
The type of system they represent B not the kind of political
vehicle that younger Arab voters in the country want, and there
is increasing evidence of disaffection among rankandfile Arab
voters with the raditional lises.

In addition to the points alréady suggesied concerning the
Communist appeal among Israecli Arabs there is another factor
of obvious significance. The Communist Party is the only party
that actively works in the daily affairs of the Arab population
on a reasonably svstematic basis. The party has recruived com.
petent and energetic Arab leaders [rom young intelleciuals, Lt has
been observed that a number of prominent Arab members of the
Communist Party are indeed the only Arabs in the country whe
enjoy political stature of a wide, almost national significance.1®
Emil Toma, the party's main Arab wleologist, and the author of
a controversial book on Arab history, is one such individual,
Even more in this category are Tewfik Toubi and Emil Habibi,
both members of the Knesset and journalists. The influence of
these men extends much beyond their home communities and
reaches all Arab Communists as well as a not inconsiderable
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group of non-Communist Arab workers, The persisient opposi-
tion of these men o both the Israeli Government and traditional
Arab dignitaries, expressed as it is in Knesset speeches, at public
meetings, and in newspaper articles, all conribute to their
popularicy.

The popular totals for the Communists over the years in
Enesset elections have had an overall increase from arcund
15,000 votes in 1949 1o over 42,000 in the election o the Fifth
Knesser in 1961, The percentage hgure for this latter contest
was almost exactly the same as for the first election (4.1 per cent
in 1961 and 4.0 per cent for 1949). In the face of the very great
expansion of the state’s Jewish population during the inter-
vening years, it is interesting to speculate on how the Commu-
nists have held their own in the scramble for new votes. Indeed,
in the 1961 Knesset contest, the Communist percentage actually
increased somewhat among the Jewish population.™

A number of explanations can be suggested for this develop-
ment, which would hardly be expected considering the deteriora-
ton in SovietIsraeli relations since 1948-1940 and the generally
pro-Arab policies in the Middle East of the Sovier Union. The
humdreds of thousands of Jewish immigrants who have Hooded
into Tsrael since 1949 had no experience or any particular sophis-
tication concerning the Communist record in Palestine during
the previows decades, More immediate isuecs invelving jobs,
housing, and other presing matters faced these people. While
the Communists have nol had the organizational advantages and
entrenched positions in governmental and /or economic and social
organizations which the Zionist parties have had, their relative
competitive position still has not been as unfavorable as was the
case during the Mandate.* Out of a situation of considerable
economic and social dislocation, coming as a natural consequence

* Secondd oaly o the governmsenr il In lerms of eromomic power in
Israel is the great labor federation and sysem of economic enterprises, the
Histsdrut, By a “key spiem” concerning jobs, pogitions, and more or less
under-the-table elecion tampaign expenses, the varioes partics that share
in Histadrurs management have @aked owr areas ar realms of inieresy where
their respedtive pesithons ame proeminent, iy common agree e of all Ehess
other pariies the Communist Party & denled thess perquisibes.
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to mass immigration and other growing pains of the new state,
the Communist Party was able to make at least some capital
Promises are casy ennugh when unaccompanied by responsibilicy
i either governmental administration or trade union economic
affairs. Furthermore, indeterminate numbers of new immigrants
had been Communist members or sympathizers in the Eastern
or Ceniral European countrics of their origin. An additional
pressure along this line may very well be the continued presence
of relatives and close [riends in Iren Curtain countries, and
copgequent concern for their safery. In more recent years Soviet
technological achievements, incloding space and missile suce
cesses, have not passed without admiring notice and comparizon,
regardless of what Russia and the Communist world do in other
mathers,

During the early years of Israeli statehood the Communists
made important inreads into Mapam, after the establishment of
that entity in 1948 through the merger of two Zionist socialist-
pioneering parties. During the first years of its exisvence, Mapam
followed a slavishly pro-Communist line, which Moscow snubs
or embarrassing policy positions seemed incapable of jarring
Mapam opened its eyes vo some extent after the Prague Treason
Trials of 1952, One of the prominent members, Mordecar Oremn,
ironically was returiing from a Communist-sponiored conference
in East Berlin when arrested and convicted in Prague.® This
disquieting event was followed shorily by news of the Moscow
“Doctors” Plot” with its additional anti-Semitic overtones. The
strongly pro-Communist faction in Mapam had been headed by
the able Dr. Moshe Sneh, whose previous career, intersstingly
enough, had included a top leadership position in the Haganah
and membership in the free enterprise Gemeral Fionist Party
before joining Mapam. In the face of attacks within Maparn by

*Oren had been warmed by the Droeli smbassador in Ceechoslovakia
and somee rade urlen people in Prague. His arigl was secrer amd, be feels,
of a complewely mock muure, induding the activities of his lawyer, over whose
selection he had oo comtrol. It & interesting thar it was hinded o Oren
at Prague that i he woald follow a pro-Commuonisa groep kaving Mapam
he would be albowed w go home, In Ocoober of 1963 the Supreme Court of
Crechoslovakla overturned Oren's conviction,
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other factions and individuals, Dr. Sneh and his supporters
attempted to brazen out the situation by demanding that the
party accept the orthodox Stalinist pesition on the Prague and
Moscow trials. The immediate consequence was the “expulsion™
of Dr. Sneh and a few hundred of his group from Mapam in
January of 1953, Their actempt to form a Lek Socialist Party fol-
lowing the complete Communist line failed, and finally the Sneh
group joined Maki in November of 1954, It is inleresting Lo note
that although Snch was a relative latecomer to the Communist
Party, he has been its most important voice in the Knesser, where
his debating skills and personal qualities among parliamentary
colleagues of many parties have been prime asscts.

In organizational suucture and operations the Communisg
Party does not appear to differ from Communist organizations
elsewhere, Maki operates formally under a party constitution,
a matter of very little real importance. An elecied national con-
vention, which is required 1o meet every three years, i provided
for, but the traditional “democratic centralism™ of Communist
parties is stromgly present. A Central Commitee, a Secretariat,
and a small Political Bureau headed by the party’s Secretary-
General are the most important bodies. The severrman Folitical
Bureau is clearly the key body. It included all of the party’s
parliamentary members in the Fourth and Fifth Knesscts and
had a composition of five Jews and two Arabs.

It is interesting and ironic that the party distinguishes itself
by its lack of organizational work in the field of collective and
cooperative agricultural settlements, for which Israel is well
known. The Communist Party cannot be thought of as a labor
party either in terms of its leadership or of i electoral record
among workers.

Beference has already been made concerning Maki's echoing
Moscow's foreign policy line. That line more often than not has
been a dificult burden for the party to bear. 'This was particu-
larly the ease during the period of the Suez-Sinai Campaign and
jts aftermath. The party lumped “unperialist aggression against
Egypt' with the “counter revolution in Hungary,” and compli-
mented the “brave resistance of the Egyptian people.”!? Wide.
spread resignations of Jewish members followed this stand. Kol
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Ha'am (Voice of the People), the party newspaper, lost heavily
e circulation, and party workers met with physical resistance
0Tl MUMErous occasions,™

The party now seems to be on less precarious grounds than was
the case during earlier decades, and its difficulties during and
immediately after the Suer-Sinai events were not as disruptive
as had been the case in earlier crises. Certzinly its Arab support
is more subsiantal than in preWorld War 11 days, and it has
already been moted thar the 191 Knesset balloting brought a
least some recouping of Jewish support as well,

The Communist explanation of Soviet haostility o Terael has
been that Israel has brought about such hostility by her own
actions, including alignment toward the West. Maki also main-
tains that the Soviet bloc's arms aid to Egypt in 1955-1956 was
to help Egypt prepare for self.-defense against British and French
eolonial aggression, with the uliimate hope of wying w help
establish & “neutralist” Middle East.

This type ol approach continues 1o be the comersione of
Maki's position on international questions in the Middle Eam,
as is lustrated by written remarks o the feruselem Post in early
Auvgust of 1963 by Shmuel Mikunis, Secretary-General of the
party and ranking member of its Knesset delegation!t Returning
from a mission to Moscow, which was for the purpose of "an
exchange of view,” Mikunis maintained that it was net the Soviet
Union which was an obstacle 1o the lessening of Middle Easc
tensions and the stopping of the arms supplies, but “At faul
are the Western powers and the ruling cireles in Isracl and neigh-
boring countries whe base their power in an arms race.”

Following a position that Mak] has wken over the years in
deprecating persistent reports of anti-Semitism in the Soviet
Union, Mikunis took strong exception to a question whether
the Ease-West detente of 1963 might influence the Soviet regime
to allow Russian Jews to rejoin their families in Isael, Referring
12 a “slander campaign” on this question, he insisted that “The
key to any improvement in Ruso-Israel relations lies in the hands
af the Isracli Government,” adding that only a radical change in
Isracli policies could bring this abour1s

In the field of Isracli domestic politics the Communise Party
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has takén a consistent position of hostility wward dealings with
the Federal Republic of Germany, although this is by no means
an isclated position in [srael. Amenican economtic aid and capital
invesiment are condemned,

The position of the party on domestic policy is not surprising.
Its call for the nationalization of land is a rather incongruous
one, however, considering the [act that more of the land in Israel
is collectively or cooperatively run than is the case in many of the
“peoples’ democracies™ and that the Commundst Party has taken
no working interest in the hardgrinding job of agricultural
pioneering. The party calls for a ceiling on profits without any
accompanying wage freezes, higher property taxes, and lower
expenditures on defense and security forces.

PROSPECTS

The future of the Communist Party in an independent Israel
is a most unpromising one, with the exception of prospecis
among the country’s Arab citizens. It has been sugpested that
even in this respect it is doubtful thar the party has a great deal
more leeway for success beyond its 196] election gains. Indeed,
if the other parties were (o make a serious effort in Arab districes
(particularly on a sustained basis in the non-campaign periods),
including the granting of party membership to Arab citizens,
the Communists probably would be hard pressed vo hold on to
what they have. It should be noted, however, that there are
enough uncermainties present on the Israeli political scene, includ-
ing the presumed passing of Ben Gurion's active public role, to
give pause to any ressonably confident predictions on future elec
toral prospects for any of the parties.*® A drastic decline for Mapai
or its client Arab lists in Arab districts is at least a possibility,
particularly if the pervasive system of Military Government
obtaining in such districts should be abolished.® That the Com.

* Mapal has insisied opon the necessfty for contlmulng such milicary
government, heatng dows snempls o wWipe oul (e system by very close
Enemer vobes in Febmary of 1962 and 19568, In the fall of 1563, bowever,
Frme Mmister Eshkol amnounced the relaxation of sme of ihe resirickive
Pratures of the system pertaiming o travel pcrmiu.
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munist Party would be an important gainer from such a devel-
opment, however, can not be taken for granted. Indesd, the
emergence during the 1961 campaign of the first serfous indepen-
dent Arab Knesser candidates since statehood suggests o some
competent ohservers that such lises can and likely will be effec
tive competitors for the Arab vote in the future, It is important
to remember, however, that Arabs constitute only 11 per cent of
the nation's population, and by the very nature of things repre-
sent a substantially less important foroe than even this in Israeli
public Iile.

Among the overwhelming majorivy of Jewish voters the Com-
munist Party has no standing or prestige in the slightest. The
party's record and statemenis offer little 1o attract any meaningful
segment of the Jewish population, either among the earlier ser-
ters from Europe and their offspring. or the more recem
Oriental Jewish immigrants, While these latter {who along with
their children now constitute over half of the Jewish popula-
tion) have many economic and social grievances against the exist.
ing state of affairs, their backgrounds in terms of religious obsery-
ance and/or tradition and as settlers from surrounding Arab
countries tend strongly to  predispose them against Come
munist blandishments, despite their lower degree of political
sophistication,

Communist activities in the prestate period were adversely
affected from time to time by internal factionalism and splinter-
ing. There are some recent evidences thar suggest the Israeli
Communist Party may be entering a significant internal crisis,
although the trend of this crisis and is consequences are difficult
to assess at this stage. A pro-Chinese faction emerged in 1063
and published several issues of a journal, which by July, 1963,
Was quite open in i sentiments, including detailed and favorable
treatment of Mao Tse-tung, This movement appears confined
to Jewish party members. Presumably, it can have serious eonse-
quences within the party as a disruptive force, affecting the
internal balance of power between Arab and Jewish memberst?

There are, of course, uncertaintics about the futore role and
standing of the Communist Party in Isracl. However, barring a
radical realignment of the intermational sitwation and the role of



CoummunisT Party Fowimics 18 [sraEL 119

the Creal powers (particularly the Soviet Union in the Middle
Eagt), there is no reason to anticipate that the basic position
of the Communizt Party [or parties, as the case may be) will
change in any material respect from the long.-term minor and
isolated role.
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ment of the post-independenge peviod @ well,

3 Ihd., p. T4 Himm, sf ol po 14

§. Layaeur, ofr. cit. p. 102

f. Manin Ebon, “Communiss Tacodes im Palestime”™ The Middls Foxnl
Josirmal, July, 1048, p, 856,

f. [tdd,, p. 257,

7. Laquenr, of. cile p. Bl

B. Ehon, e cit, p. 257, There was definite resentment within the party
gl Moscow's demands for “Arabization,” bar at the Seventh Conferemce of
the Palesting Papy there was an ackoowlsdgement of previows ermors that
“we encloged gurselves in & Jewih gheno aml viewed the Arob questlon from
o Jewith angle” {Hiram, of &, pa 15,

9. The peroentage of the sote cas in Arab towns, villages, and Bedouin
CRTE[S for cee Communist Pary in the five Koesssy elections o date has
boeen g Follows: 1949, 2365 1951, 1519 1055, 15407 1080, 1187 1541,
P50, The Compnumise fpures run higher in Arab towns thas ls the case In
villages and Bedouin iribes, coming 1 45% n the 1961 ebection. It should
nosf be assumed ap al] chap chese represent atual Communist stremgth. A
larpe part Pepraents e seong 3 protest sl poulble sgainsg cthe govermment

10, Jacobr Laindsu, “A Nowe on the Leadetship of fsrecli Arabs,” J
Politice, KEVIL, No, § (University of Pavia, 1062, 631,

11, Approximately 7000 additional Jewish woters cisi their ballols For
the Commundses in 1961, Iy showld bBe noted that Arab and Jewizh wvobes
are mod casc separavely ag such, and thar there s a considerable spriokling
af mized polling matiom sousd the country,

12, “Resoluatiens of the Cenrral Commirees of The lsracli Commuonis
Party for the Approaching Thirteenth Party Convention™ (1957). Translard
and published by a Mear Easm Documentation Project, the University of
Hl-nhlgnn. PE. l=1i}, The comments on Soez-Sinal and its implications run on
for memy pages in 3 dooument that 5 mainly concemed with forefgn affairs.

18, Opcar Eraines, OGovernmend ared Politfes fn fsroel (Hosghion Miflin
Company, 1961, p. 7E
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I4. The Jerusatem Pose Wrekly, August 9, 1063, p, iv. Mikunis refused
i allow himseld to be mberviewed, requiring instcad thar questions be sub.
mitted 4o him by phane, with e replies givem in writing.

15, rhed,

16. For some theughts on these topics see the following prtide by the writer
(Johnscon): “Ebection Polities and Sockl Change in Israel,” The Middle Ease
Jeurnal, Summer, 1962, pp. M9-527.

17. In the ideological conflice betwein Moscow and Peking the Arab
Comealinisl parties are reported 0 have sided serongly with the Soviet Union.
One commentator sees the exXplanation in che foer thar they see cthe Sovie
Union as a shicdd against Isacl, Edward Crankshaw, “The Splic Between
Ruossia and China,” Atlentic Monthly, May, 1968, p- 64
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