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For the first twenty-five years of this century, the e of universal
male suffrage occupied the attention and energy of both reformer
and revolutionary in Japan. The purpnse of this paper 13 to exanune
the response nf the radical left wing (o this ssue and to suggest that
this group forfeited & position of leadership in this important socia)l
and political struggle by i inability to speak with one voice.

The pre-World War I advocates of universal suffrage came,
the most part, fMom fhe incipient sooalist movemenis, oF were
descendanis of the popular cighis [jie minke) movement of the
early years of the Meiji period. The wncialists based their oyt
on the social democratic ideas of the German socialists but also were
subject to strong Christian humanistic infeences. The most ime-
portant of the rarly socialist groups was probably the Heimibnhs
(The Commoners’ Sociciy). Its newspaper, the Hetmin Shisbs
Commoners’ News™), founded in ooz, suffered & reecacios
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tlgﬁh_and tht newspaper was banned, for the first time, in November,
tgog, when it published the Communist Manifesto.

“Thie men who were associated with the Hepminsha, such as Katas
yama Sen, Abe Isd, Sakai Teshihike, and Kdatokue Shosui, can be
considered a5 the mainstream of the Japanese socialist movernent
in the first years of this century, Most of these men were commited
to. peaceful parfinmentarianism and regarded a revision of the

He



Bz Srunies on Asia, 1965

nation's suffrage laws as one of their chief goals. By virtue of an
Impenal Ordinance issued in mmlﬁ'ﬂﬂt had been given to
males over the age of 25 who pmdahndurumnmtm in expess of
fifteen yen. The effect of this standard was (5 enfranchise approxi-

mately 450,000 men or about one and a hall per cent of the total
population. Untl after the end of the first World War the only
significant revision of the suffrage ordinance was a reduction of the
tax qualification (o ten ven.

Universal male suffrage was mentioned prominently in the
platiorms of the political parties formed by the Heminks group.
For example, the Shaker Mirshetd (Social Democratic Party), formed
in 1go1, called for universal male suffrage, but this appeal was

short-lived ; the party's radical program prompted police authorities

to arder lis disolution just three hours after 0 was created, The
Kippon Shakaits { Japan Socialist Party], created in 1go6, managed
o survive somewhat longer, in part by a judicioys refusal to publish
a declaration of its principles at the tme of its organization. Within
a year, however, it faced not only official disapproval but an even
greater threat arising from internal dissension.

The internal threat to the unity of the socialist group came in the
form of proposals for a substitution of “direct action™ {chekwrets
&5dd) in place of parliamentary tactics to achieve political control.
The direct action program at this time i wsually associated with
one man, Kotoku Shisul. Kowoky had been active in the socialist
movernent sinee 18y7, and like most of the socialisis of that time he
had stressed the evolutionary nature of soclalism and argued for a
reduction in the tax qualification in the election law. But by 1go7
he had come to lose faith in parliamentary technigues, and in an
article entitled I change my ideas,” he outlined his new views on
universal suffrage.l

Citing the United States as an example, Kdtoku declared that,
even in countrica which have universal male suffrage, only the
wealthy, the brazen, the shrewd politicians are elected to office.
Moreover, Kdtoku argued, even assuming that the proletariat did
manage to clect someone who might be expected 1o represent
its demands, the person elected would seon become tarnished by
his new awrmoundings and associates and would inevitably betray
his trust. Here he cited the British Socialists as an example ; as soon
s they were elected they “lost their stamp as laborers and became
srrogant.”’ 2 Thus, Kitoku argued, the Japanese must not rely upon
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thewe incffective taccies. “IHq'n:t action"—lermormm and  the
Ecnerll sirike—were the means he proposed as a sulsuiuie for
univerasl mﬂ'ﬂgﬁ. and anarchism was to be the goal,

Kétoku introduced his newly acquired beliek 1o the second
annual convention of the Nippon Shataiis which was held in February,
1907, and he very nearly managed to eonvinee the organization of
the wisdom of direct action and of the futility of the call for a
universal suffrage movement. A draft resolution reflecting a com-
promise between *' direct action™ and parliamentary socialism had
been drawn up. i inchsded the universal suffrage movement among
& list of * optional ™ activities recommended to ifs members. Katoku
was not satished with this concemion and demanded, in an im-
passioned, hour-long speech, that the party strike the reference 10 a
universal suffrage movemnent from its resolution and add a clawse
affirming its belief in the ineflectivenes of parliamentary action.
According 10 one observer, Kdtoku spoke “with epes ablaze and a
tomgue spitting forth fire.” Ele eriticized the party’s reliance on the
Diiet and its failure to recognize that the universal suffrage move-
ment was only & “device of the bourgeoisie for wppling the power
of the nobility and for exploiting the laboring elas.” * The universal
miﬁnge movement and social reform, as techniques of the bour-
geoisie, had no place in the struggle of the working class. * Direct
action™ was the only way—in spite of the fact that there would he
many " victima." Edtoku continued:

L.

But were thede ot 400,000 victims sacrificed an behalf of the vaghai-
istn [ the recent Ruso-Japaness War? Compared to this Rgare, ile
nembser of victiom that wie will boie in o few werln, & o pmanths of
direct strikes, will be insgahcant

Al o very time the convention was in prowics i WILOCTANT
event was taking place at the Ashio copper mines in Ibaragi Pre-
feeture north of Tokyo.® The mines dicie lund been the woene o
frequent labor incidents in (he past but the riots which broke out

* Soarces ane nol altogether oomsistent with regard 10 the chronelegy of evenes
being discussed hers Lut [ believe the fullowing i probabdy comrect:
February_ 4 tgo7 Beginning of rots st the Aalin copper mine.
5, igoey WJMHHMI'IM“Ithq:nrh“iu
thee Fivirain Shimbun,
February 7, 1907 Aakso mine incident reaches mest critboal stage,
Februdry vy, 1997 Debabe over dirmet sction tilier place al Nighin Shabsltd
DO Al
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in February, 1907, were violent to an unprecedented degres in
Japanese history. Over 5,600 miners and sympathizers participated
in the siols which arede from dissatisfiction with working conditions
amd low wages. Extensive damage was done to the mine’s properties
by workers using dynamite. When local police were unable to cope
with the situation the Army was finally called out to suppress the
rigters, over o0 of whom were arrested.

The Ashio riots weee convincing prood to Kdtoku of the value of
direct action and he drove his point heme to the convention
delegates by contrasting the revolutionary vigor of the miners with
the torpor of the Liet:

We have great respect for Tanaka Shéed® and I think that we have
found it difficult getting men like him inlo the Dhet in the past ten years
or so. [But] to what effect has he shouted in the Diet for these past 20
years?! Was he able to do so much as hit & finger when it came g
[alleviating the siuaton at] the Ashio copper mines m Furakawa ?
The labarers an the Ashio minss have done meore in thoee daye thas he
did in 20 years. And, mors than that, they have scot a ghuddering chill
into the hearis of the deminecring classes. Violenos has always been
had, bt we hove i recognize that the power of ditect action for just
thiese thres days was greater than g0 veass of parliamentary distussions
The combination of K&oku's persuasive address and the events
at Ashic nearly gained the day for the cause of direct action, When
the final vote was taken on the convention's resclution, Kitoku's
proposal for direct action received twenty-two wotes, with twenty-
eight votes cast for the program which included universal manhood
su !
The Neppen Shataild convention of rgoy is an all but forgotten
moment in the annals of the proletanian movement in Japan. But
it does have sorme significance —as a landmark—uo the historian, farif
the genesis of Lhe ideclogical split over revolutionary methods which
plagues ihe Japanese socialigt movement to this day can be traced
o one moment in tme, that moment would be when the vote was
taken on the Kdotoku amendment o the convention’s resolution on
February 17, 1507,

Edtoku's exiremism aswured him of a very small, though wery
enthusiastic, following, It also ushered in an era of extraordinary

* Tanaka Shdad (18g1-1q05], a member of prefectural and notional assembdies
froem 1880, was regarded as a friend of the peasant.
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police surveillance and oppression of radicals. Although Kitoku's
program had been rejected by the Nigpon Shakailé, the very mention
of the proceedings of the conference i the Heimin Shambws so alarmed
the authorities that they once again ordered the newspaper’s
suspension. The party was abo ordered dissolved, and it was not
until after Warld War I that the Japanese socialist movement again
had a party. These regresive measures tended for a while w
strengthen the hand of the direct action advocates, for it was
becoming evident that there were no legal avenues of critieal
protest lefi open by the government. But police oppresson, which
had begun 1o weaken the ranks of the socialists, reached & peak in
the faigratu jiken (“ireason incident™} of igio. Kéwks himsell
was executed for his part in this alleged plot to amasinate the
Emperoe Meiji. If the radical movement in Japan had walked with
the unsure steps of an infant in the first decade, it at least had a
hsty voice: afier the dagoke jibes oven that was gone. When the
miovement was teborn in the Aot years alter World War [, masive
changes were taking place in Japancse socicty, and these changes
gave the sulfrage movement a popularity and an impetus it had not
previously known,

Shinobu Setaburo in his moli-volume history* of democracy in
the Taishé period maintains that the “rice riots™ of 1918 marked
the turning point in the universal suffrage movement.® The riots
had created what amounted to a vational sense of exhilaration.
Prople had become aware, almost overnight, that they posscssed
the capacity o affect the society around them, to hring a grvesn.
ment down, 1o challenge the power of the Army and police, o
crash their econamic enemics, the sice speculaors and vsurers.
They had, in short, begun to acquire a political comscismmness

Almost immediately the universal sufirage movement began 1o

* Thee rice fots (e sl semeed frvee povernmestal B b sosir dlee
spiraling com of mies in vbe infsted sennomy of nostwar Japee, Voo Lea
erupted when the lousewives of u fishing willage in Toyuma Prefecture romsackod
ihe shoqs of bocal rice merchands in Aagest, 1508, The rives, which spread to the
metrapalitan centers within days, noocssaied widdeporead e of the Ay and
revalbedd in the enllapse ol the Tersuchi calanet in Sepiember, 118, Ui rints were
Largely sponiamcss oocarrences with Btk or B0 leadership. For o valuable
dscuemion of their sgailicnne we Geosge 0. Totien, **Lakor aied Agrarian
Dhsgruies in Jupan Folliwing World War 1™ in Ensnic Dvelsomen oad Colivral
Change, I3 [Ovinber cofio), pp. t87-230.
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display a new characer, Not only was its base of popular suppon
now broadened, bul new tactes were alo uiilized, The chiel
participants in the prewar movement had been a small group of
discontented iotellecinak, most of whom came from wealthy
families. Most of these men were far more at home in a study group
than in labor wnion halls, To them the universal suffrage movement
had meant, more than anything else, discusgon and appeak—and
an endless pumber of formal petitions presented to the Died
Symbolic perhaps of the change in technique between prewar and
posiwar years was the “ postal card movement™ (hagati mdd] which
was under way by late rgud. The avalanche of pestal card appeals
from commaners to their representatives in the Diet brought a large
segment of the population into direct contact with the suffrage move-
ment, and while, as one commentator olaerved, the postal appeals
had litthe effect on the Hara government, they lit a fire under the
nationwide suffrage movement.

What then was the role of the radical lefi wing during this poar-
war period when new Fforces in Japanese socicty began (o be released
by tlee rice riols and abo by the Russian Revolution ¥ In particular,
to what extent was the radical lefi interested in gaining control of
the movement for universal suffrage? One might think that the
leadere of the radical lefi, consciows of their lack of a broad popular
following, would have seized thiz opportunity to mobilize popalar
agitation for expanded suffrage and then, afier acguiring this
indispensable base of popular support, move on to more revolotion-
ary causes, Some leaders of the radical left did of course advocate
this plan of action, but one of the most influential spokesmen for the
radical lefi, Yamakawa Hitoshi,* advocated a different strategy.

* Yamakawa Hiwshi [1880-1958) bad scudied ar the Christian Dishisha {at
thai time & mission high schanl, liier & aniversity] in Kyodo. There he read abow
socialism amd bearmed of the Chrstinm concept of God, The latter concept, as he
later recalled, bisd sown tke first seeds of doubt in his mand about the matare of the
Japanese state, the [mperial instizison. in short, about what was called kol
Hie left Diishisha as a baptized Christian ag tbe 2ge of 17, bug soon abandenisd his
Christian Fith in favor of sucialism, By the firme be wae thirty ke had been e and
oait of jails for amti-war proéess during ibe Rpso-|apance War, lof his partcipas
tivet i the * Red Flag Inculent™ in 0go7, and in connecthon with the soppresion
ol the Hp'm.‘ﬂﬂuh- where be had been employed from rgof. Blographic details
ape laken Tpom * Wandeha o jinmin sensen—Yamakmws Hioshi o meguiee™
{"“Yamakawa Hivpahi and the Band Faction and che people's Front ™), by Hanzawa
Hizomu, [n Feks [ Conversion "] (Tolkyo: Heibonsha, 1gba], 11, 3bg i,
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Yamakawa was the translator of Western works on socialism ainad
communizm into Japanese, the editor of hall a dozen radical
journals, including (in posi-World 'War 1 years) the Communist
Parny’s theoretical journal Jen'sel [Vanguard) and Skabar Shagi
Kemkyii (Study of Socialism), the unofficial organ of lefi-wing
scialiam. The Nibem Shabai Skugi Dimei (Japan Socialim League),
formed in 1pzo, was Yamakawa's creation. He alio helped organize
the Communist Party in Japan, directed its course for Iwo years,
and then brought about is dissolution, He was, in short, a1 the very
center of the radical movement in Japan at this time, and if any one
perion deserves to be called its spokesman, it is Yamakawa,

In February, igzz, Yamakawa expounded his wviews on the
universal suffrage movement in an article in Jow'ei.? In good Marxist
tradition he maintained that tactics such as the siruggle for expanded
suffrage could be cvaluated only in termw of the present stage of
development of capitalism in Japan and the direction in which it
was maving. The Japaneie bowrgeoisie, Yamakawa maintained,
was different from the European bourgeoisie in that it had not
participated in any revolution. Consequently, government by
Feudal nobility had not been replaced by a bourgenis demacracy in
Japan. It had instead been replaced by o * government of bureau-
crafic and miliary chagues™ (Earsd ponbalar mo ). No ggmificant
bourgenis liberalism, no political democracy had developed in
Japan; far from that, it was a shrewd diciatorship that controlled e
country. Japan's bourgeoisic had already moved into the reactionary
and imperialist seage. * It would be the gravese mistake,” he wie,
*wimagine that an age of [reedom or democracy s coming in Japan
The buanyroisie in Japan are withoul & doubt geing oo b
miore and woic reActionArY, more and moee predntity, Hodd s
mnpe on the offensive whether we have wiivoisal sullvage or vot. ' *

Since rthis wat sn, Yamakawa arpued, (h008 vwe o pmmsnisins
of an allianee by the proletariat with the boarpenis farees e s
for proletarian participation in anv of the bourgesis programs,
because such a onalition would only strengthen the hand of (he
bourgenisie: I we crowd in at the newly opened doors of [some
fuiwre] Diet we will only lend 2 new stability 1o the base upon which
the future capétalist rule will rest.” * He pointed to a recent declara-
tion by representatives of nire Tokyoe newspapers who had
announced ther backing of universal suffrage. Yamakawa quores
them as saving:

e

e

o
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The clas sruggle is ne going 10 be an easy problem for Japan o
salve. We do not believe that we can eradicate the problem by universal
sulfrage bt if the prol=tarian classes are nol given somee right 0 expres-
sqon we have no reluctance in contending that this problem is going 1o
become worse and worse. For this reason, that js, in order to pacify
cliss airbe, we urge the realization of undiversal sulfrage. . . W0

Here was proof for Yamakawa that the bourgeoisie intended to
quiet the voice of the proletariat through the granting of universal
suffrage. This was sufficient evidence to constitute the basis for an
anti-universal suffrage movemnent led by the proletaniat, ' Let the
party peliticians whistle, We'll ot dance o their tune,”” Yamakawa
concluded, 1!

What Yamakawa went on to propose was not that the proletariat
should merely stand aloof from the universal suffrage movement
but that it should organize a counter-moverment which would
positively renounce enfranchisement rights. Yamakawa had in fact
been advocating this for two years o more, and his February, igzs,
article in Je'ei was meant 1o carify and justify his views on what
had by this time come @ be known as the kikes wods " discard
[voing] rights movement ).

In trying o understand why Yamakawa fell that a kiken and® was
necesmsary it would probably be wrong to place too much emphasis
on his theoretical analysis of the nature of the Japance bourgenisie
and the revolutionary situation in gencral. Not surprisingly, the
language amd the substance of Yamakawa’'s theoretical evaluations
of Japanese society during this period betray his reliance wpon
Comintern evaluarions. In any case, Yamakawa's February, 1gzz,
evaluarion was in complete harmony with the evaluation offered
by Zinoviey in January, 1922, when Zinoviev addressed “The
Congress ol the Toilers of the Far East in Moscow,*

The most compelling reason why Yamakawa felt that the
probetariat had o engage in a Eikm ands at that time was that he
believed (hat this movement would heighten the proletarian

* Thi Clongress of the Tailers of the Far East, whiss sesbons were bedd in
Frkutsk and Migoow begimmmg in the Gl of rgoe, pronided the firs opporienity
For Clonsimters Jeaders ba meet with sigindfieant bader of the Japaisese proleeariat
and analyze the resoluionary sitigasan in Japam, See Xenda Ewdin and Robert C.
Maeth, Snoer Bupede od the Fon [Swandord: Unbversiy Press, 19573, pp- 155-154;
235,
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consciguness of the labor unkons and other lefi wing organizations
which were just beginning to emerge, A fitm ungdd would be a
dramatic means of demonstrating to Japanese radical forces of the
left that their goals and tacties hiad nothing in common with the
goals and the tetics of the bourgeois political parties and the forces
amociated with mispos shagi (democracy). The kb andd was, more
than anything else, Yamakawa's method of establishing the widest
possible gulf, psyehological and tactical, between the proletariat and
the minpos shugirks (democrats),

Yamakawa felt that the mispon skugivhs, men Lke Ozaki Yuokio®
and Yeshino Sakued,t were merely anxious 1o use the energy of the
laboring classes to bring about democratic reforms such as universal
male suffrage, reforms which would lull the revelutionary forces
inio a false sense of accomplishment and well-being and set them
on the dangerous road o parlismentariansm. Referring o Oraki's
efforts to organice Japanese labor so that he might have a mass
audience to which he might transmit his auffrage program,
Yamakawa mid that, “We [Yamakawa and other radical left
wing leaders] saw the danger Lo the infint Japanese labor wnion
movermnent and sounded the alarm,” 12 Going on, he asked rheteri-
cally:

S, youu sy that e maght o bave been 5 danger —a danges (hae
the Labor union moverment’s vigor might be sapped by parlanieataniso-
s — bt B0t the danger gone now ? Never| [t is all the more prescis
now. The gates of the Diet sre blocked firmly to the Libonng classs
novw. But whit if the gates are opened. Then, without a douln a sogmas
of the lahoring classes will ebect g move ahead on the * soeh oo,
Morcover, this segement will prolrably be o srprisingly Barge one. . . .
Laber's soad ahead by voday meee vham over Traoght witl gecai ik
We munt face up we Usis peril and exaniae our beliodie We e
strengilen the camp, 'We mausi adope praletarian tactiend
* Ohaki Yulso (385819540, 3 Dige member for sty three yrafs. rhampioaed

ithe cause of B spench Ghd resmssee 10 the mikurm s ihe Dasali,

t Yoahiie Sukurs (i 858-1053), & profosor of politcal Bistory an Tk Lagersal
Lligversity, was probalsly the chiel publicis for s shugs, Hin ankeles apjresred
mearly ewery meanthk fie vears in che Chdd Kirar dunng amd alber Workd War | He
belicved ihat demwocrmcy was fully comgmiible with the concrpe of ke Emperor's
soveretgnty and was the whnion meesary io evadicane the groni politral pabi of
thve day—pofitical corrupmion, goverimesial rresponabiliny, and the grosth of &
poweshal plutocracy. Unlveral suffrage, in wrn, was the only way o realipe—or
ol beaeck pevfeet —demoaraa v,
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Yamakawa’s rescntment over the labor unions’ failure to realize
that they were being “used” by the mispen thugitha was probably
incvitable considering the philosophy of the migpen shugisde. The
foremost spokesman for minges shugi was Yoshino Sakuzd, Yoshinos
vigorous espousal of political reforms in the years during and after
Workd War I was matched by—and to & great extent derived from -
a fear that political and secial inequalities would result in sevoluo-
tionary upheaval in Japan. In discussing the need for universal
suffrage in 1914, Yoshino repeatedly uses the phrase " safety valve ™
taapim-bea} to illustrace the function of universal suffrage. It would
allow the people to express their dissatisfaction and release their
encrgy im a harmless, even benchcial, manner. Lacking such a
“safery wvalve,” the massss were a powerful and dangerows foroe
which could wreak great havoe on society. In his 1919 work on the
auffrage movement, he wrote:

It is already evideni that the people are dissatisfied with the gradual
extension of the suffrage and, moreover, even if they were content
today, we have no reason to hope that they will remain content
tomorraw. . . . Ineguitable social legislation [will be regarded as)
arsing from limited suffrage and the people will percetve the relevance
al’ all this 10 be problems af their livelthood and then . . . whatever the
ot they will ame day mlm carry out their demands.?4

The Japanese historian Shinobu has sumnmed up Yoshino's
attitude towards the proletariat by saying:

Yioshino Sakwed rejeceed the ddea that the people are sovereign
{ jinmir chuken rom), be mﬁ{!tﬁd the idea that proletarian rights shouald be
exterded, and ai the botbem of his *social conperation ™ {chabar byido
ren] was o distrust of the momes, - . . Fle was a-il-ui:den:rgmlzmml
by the philosophems, of government by the elite. . . . Above all =lse, he
concentrated on ihe endowmen: of the masses with the right to politscal
participation—bui oot with political power.1

For Yamakawa, mere “ political participation’ was not enough.
And, in view of the proletariat's woelul lack of " proletarian con-
sciousness, " political participation would be not only inswfficient
but useless and dangerous, For this reason, to heighten * proletarian
conscionsnes " Yamakawa called for a kikenr undi.

It = difficult 10 neeasure how much infuence Yamakawa's call
for a kiken wndd and his guidance in general exerted on the labor
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union mevement. There was a pronounced change in the tactics and
platforms of the labor unions and federations beginning in late 1914
and becoming more pronounced in 1920 and 1921, But it is ime-
peasible o determine whether this increased revolutionary fervor
stemmed from Yamakawa's guidance or from two other factors:
(1) the angry reaction that set in following defeat of suffrage bills
by Hara and the Seipidai politicians in the 420d session of the Diet;*
(2} an intensification of police suppression of strikes and labor
union activities which came in the wake of the postwar econemic
recession and especially after the stock market crash of March 15,
1g20. These factors undoubtedly had the effect of making the labor
undons more and more disenchanted with parliamentary and
*unionistic” methods and increasingly inclined toward policies of
direct action,

Whatever the reasons, such a trend did emerge. Let us take one
example, the Yigika (later the Ssdémel). Until 1ard we might
characterize this union as conservatively oriented and solidly under
the control of men like Suzuki Bunji and Kagawa Tovohike, These
men, especially Kagawa, were not withowt their merits as unfon
activists, but their basic philosophy was humanitarian rather than
revolutionary, The Yigke at this time supported the universal
suffrage movement. By 1919 the influence of this conscrvative
group was still strong in the Kansi (Kyoto-Osaka) area but i
headquarters in Tokye was being infiltrated by a group of radicals,
many of them university students who had only recently supported
universal suffrage but who now had come ta believe in direct action.
Their efforts to change the platform of Sidimei failed in 1910, and
again in 1920, but the strength of the so-called anti-snffrage faction
( fusen-ba) was clearly growing., In December, 1616, a6 o Taamuwe
sponsored meeting in Tukyw, the aged Suruki Bunji was shouted
down with cries of “ Suzuki is not a laborer.™ whien li alloimpird i
address the group oo the merins of anffrage 16 Finally in 1nas | thae

* This is the view of Nishi Masmo who maintsio chat the period Fram igig o
early 120 was the period of greavest mass participation in the universal suffrage
movement, but ikt labor unions began e abamdon the movement and veer
towards syndicalism immediately after the rejection of universal suffrage hills by
Hara and his subsequent disiclwiion of the [Het ln Fehruary, ez, Mishd Mfasan,
“Baikin ni okeru kaikyi wedd™' {*Various class movemenes of recent pears™) in
MNiwn shifon Fhugi dalfatseshi kfza {7 Essays on ibe developmeni of Japamess
capitalism ™) [Tokyo: Iwansmed Shoten, 1992-1935), p. 18
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Kanzmi branch of the $&dime capitolated, and amversal suffeage
wais completely dropped from the organization’s program, This e
universal suffrage movemnent heaul bt the support ol a large segiment
of organized labor by late 1gai.

"'_Famllr-ling :]:.is -ﬂmhplnl:rll Was the :im:rlsui.nH Ig,lnd:i:‘:.*!]l'zali-l}ll
ol the: labnr wnion movement, Yamakawa had |1u-]:|ﬂ:] fer rlain Lhee
syndicalist Frees, to bring these * troublesome extremists™ wunder
the control of what was shortly to become the Commumst Party.
Theredore, in late 1920 he created the Nedon Shaber Shugr Dimee
{The Japan Socialist Leaguel which was to include cepresent-
allm ﬁ ¥l ] I|11: enulare ::Frrl_[l_l:ln ol I:hE Prnleta.rl:tn oA,
I was h ] |:mp-nrr:mt vl L'rl_'c..juw |1 -|||-|;|:l:r|:|-:|:| lor a whlll_-: 1
fmnying lu!rthrr 1hr nlid |||11: sl:u:'ia]'l.dn al ihe prenwar r|:.'|.1_.f: wiile
|:|1|=ir LR nn:lir.n.] Frnnu:lwa.r :“nl:lhlr'r_p.arr_:, and becawse 'it wils il
[t nl';zan.iza.tiuna] attempt o ]_;lri_l:lg' the Ju:i:li:l: anel Lalww woann
leadors tnsulhcr. Ep1 like the .;'l"iplﬁ'an Lhakmits before il., H T Eal‘l]’
|.:|:_|»]|.1I.|n'. :i:u. Brpad :Izmrnn:l A% fuech Irom internal stale l;lu'r.miu;hl
absrut by anarchoesvndicalist elements as from |:-|:1|'ir_'EI nppn&a‘m-.

Tus |__|:'|E.e.. Vamakawa brl;‘.al'l'lt inr.n:&:inﬁ]'!.: coqcerned with e
da.rlger l'r:l'n.q p-mn:d tir the radical rmovement |.l:|' the avareho-
syndicalists. These forees, he feared, were rapidly overwhelmmng e
labor movement in Japan, There violent tactics and anarchisoe
goak were losing popular support among the proletarian and lad
already brought aboul o grearly mtensibed campaign of police
suppredgon. Thus, whereas in carly 1922 Yamakawa had perceived
that the greatest danger to the proletadan movement lay in Dis lack
af vevoluticnary fervor, by Aogoesl, 1gez, e had come o beliove
that the mosvemcent was imperiled by an esecss ol revolutbonary
[T,

Ag aoresull, Yamakawa wreole an article Goo the August. 1g22.
issue of the Je'ed, The article, "™ Musan knikyD woedd bk tenkan ™
(A chunge of divection in the proletarian movement ™37 has
hecome & classie in the great bedy of Mursis polemic literanure in
Japan and was, at the time olits wriling, an exceedingly controversial
imue amang left-wing ideologues in Japan.*

* The origins of 1he anticke are comroversizl 1o his dav, The wifficiol kiswory of

PrEsar cnmmunist movement maintains that it was Ya propagambs pee™

wlesignel v pubiliciee the reslatiens ol dbe Comomist Fariv”” eliikawsn Shiichd,
N ddrnid Mad phdsl (8 sleer limtory ol she Japam Conanounist Pariy ™)



The KoLk oF v Rapioar Leer Wike 0

The articke called for a “rewurn o the masses ™ { Taikd oo wbi ¢ .
L advocated, on the basis of a reappraisal of the sage of deveiop.
ment of |apsnese capitalism, 2 working ¢liss movement based upon
mam wipport. It eriticized the solated and sectarian activities of
ihe leaders of ihe radical movemeni, Sociafism in Japan, he
maintaised, wis ideslogically **the purest in the world " prior o
Waorld War [. This was, he said, very praiseworthy. a necesarn siep
in thie creation of an elite whe possessed an independent  proletarian
way of thinking,” But, be sud, in keeping their eyes lixeel om the
final goal, the destruction of capitalism, the radical leaders hal
iariaored ahee sneans woaclyeve that goal, Y amakiowa vimcluded : the
Japanese silisis had always been concerned with purilying the
niovement hat the more they paritied i, the Rarther they melanl
themeelves firom the masses, 18 wins now neeessary, he insisted, for el
leadership o compromise its idenlogical purity aml idenils itseell
with the mavews aml their goak, however mmdane aed shon-
rangedl thse winals 1l:|'u§||'l tar,

While Yamakawa did nor specilically advocate suppor of 1l
aniversal sulffiage movenent in his et o lhe mase ™ anivie
perhaps he conld not bring himsell' so wiwdelenly s suely an un-
revolutionary step— the implications were chear. The lange segnen
of the radical kit which keoked o Yamakawa b jdeotozical
leadership found jistification in his words lor support of e vmiversal
suflrage movernent.

By Janmwary, oo, Yamakawa had come w adezit thar lis Sider
wndds miay have Boeen o misake, The idea of a §fiw neds Diad Tivs
coreeel " in prineiple,” e contivued g maintain, but deere i
fiave ke an error ~in liming.”" " W hether the proaleiariat decided

Inkyaes Sk Shedn, 1ngfi, T G, O e orher b, Yoapabar, o0 the oo sk
ol o peat-World Wor [ pablic Bovi i s il gt i M skt * Fifia Yol Prog=
prss i e S sl Mermemt i Jzpan,” Savad e e snen e e et s b
snaneisl e vy wighs helisme fos pebdieaeion, T Lad b v e ypanrs Al
dhee PRagiy, o seiile Slwinobis 8¢ lsalais, 7 arubd Akl i o= % history of Takhn
by " s 1 ikaser Kifvon §lvioresha 1nns . pis Gl K57, ] st
TR, Simodun olflivs am iq.q'n'h'hl ﬂ‘.‘.‘“‘l:lﬁl‘ﬂ ol thae ¢ o ol R T [
e o peapmse. he suainiaing, 0 Soacel appeals 1o the probeiarian fnves in Jugan
s apemne o niwvesiwens whivh would (9 bring pressuse ws the Danenimeis s
wanll il sl S rians intrroend o amd {25 o i famine ool n the Bovien Unioas,
Theae wwn Eoals conbl i he cunied oun weshin (he sk ol 9 symdEonbiv -
dinipsate] pnveisnan, They calbed fur o s oeganira oo, Shinobo, TE p, G,
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I wale ar 10 refrain from ViR was nol crucial. Such alernatives
were merely tactics and a ““chopee should net be made o the basgs
1:|I'empl1.' l}mrizirlg' v+ » hut by .1.|1=.'|1_.'ti||g; which ol v tactics cnold
hetter counter the boorgeoisie in the Dhel "™ What was croaal,
hiowewer, was the attitude of the [lrI'JIEIﬂ.T-I:II in pul‘ming either a
umiversal nl]]'ra.g-g rmnvemend or 2 knker mudia. In dEHnins what that
attitude moust be Yamakawa dwelled on the wosd pm'il:i\r!"
[rrk.ﬁ'rw.ﬂ:r:rl:n. Thus, in a somewhat later analyss of his Eiter umds,
he wrode (in Mowember, Tt ] the prnl-ula.rial erusi always be
ready, in its luture 'pnlilirnl activities, Lo shalt from pnﬁli\rc PXErCiEe
il wiiting |'jg||l;s 1ii pm:h.i.'l.-'-n alisteniwan frsm w:.ling." 21 Bt e hinted
thimt e wonbel oot e isul,l.'ing anrd hier call lnr o kibew podd I'-'".' rml.ki:'r_g it
lear 1that:

It is an undispmtable Face ihal pasitive exercise of voling rights is the
ordinary means ol oppositesn |10 boargesis rees] and thay sositee
almiention frem voting is an extraorlinary means of opposilion designed
Ua cope with an exiraardmary situation.=!

The sresn conviseing reason e Yamakawa's decision o aban-
dem his Eiken wndd and “return o the masscs™ s provided in oa
deposition Yamakawa wrote [or police ollicials fifieen vears later,
in g3, when he was under arresi for engaging in illegal political
activities,® By lae g2z, it had become evident, he wrote, that
universal suffrage would soon be realized and it would, therefore,
amly be s question of time Before the masses began o engase in
political activities such as the creation of political partics. He
discnssed ihis with youne people, and found that ey were all in
agrecment about e wrgent peed for he proletariac o creain
political parties, The proletarian movement conld wo longer alfiord
to ignore the enthusiastic demands for participation in the universal
suffrage mencement and cibier parhamentary activiiies, 0 feared
that we wonkd beoomee snlated,” e wrote, ' Uherefore, in arder
ithat we might oot e 1he masses, we wonkl bave o take it upon
surmehves o arganize political pariies. =3

An swmamary, 110 would seem that Yamakawa, up untl aboat e
middie o 122, haid endeavored w steer the Japancie proletarian
lorees elear of involivement in the suffrage movernent—and all oaler
parlinmemary activities—Dbecause he Felo char the drilt of Japanese
soricty was away lrom demecracy and the proletarial could there-
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fore expect no benefit from “entering the Diet.” Far fom receiving
any beneht, it would lose what little sense of * proletarkan conscious.
reas'' it possessed and would seon cease 1o pursue revolutionary
goals. From about the middle of 1992 on, however, he leyan 1o
perecive that reveluticnary zealots were isolating the radical
movement from an essential proletarian base, Moreover, on the

come 10 believe that there was hope for development of the radical

movernent within the framework of the instiutions. of bourgenis |
democracy. As a result, he called for a “return to the mases,"™ for

profetarian participation in the suffrage movement.

By this time, howeves, the pasage of universal male soffrage
legislation was virtually & foregone conchsion, and when final
enactment came in the spring of 1925 the forces of the radical lefi
eould take litthe of the eredit. Their vacillation and reluctance 1o
engage in pariamentary tacties had meant that the center of the
suffrage mevement stayed in the hands of the mispor shogiches and,
more particularly, the opposition * Lourgeois ™ parties of the [Diet,
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1. “The article appeared i the Fimim Shimban in Febeinry, |8, 11 is disoossed
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