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Stuchies of wrbanization and  industrialization  have widely
astutned that the adopton of city living causes the autormatic
digalutionn of extended Farmilies and their replaumenl by nuclear,
nealocal units. Eoonomie, |:|-E|'|1|:|-gr..||1|'|'i|: and idmlngﬂ:al concditinng
allegedly make this tanstion inevitable, Thus Mukerjes and
Eil'lgh, i their social survey of Lucknow, asert:

The urhan family &t present s in transition tewards the notoral Gmily
[ric] comprising the couple amd their onmareicd children. Bog the
transition is in no way complets, and many familics still exhibiz che
features of a joint family—with several generations and a large numhber
of relations living tegriher. !

The trouble with such a viewpoint is that it has been derived from
an uncritical application of peneralizations appropriate to the
West's experience with industrialization., This is a dangerous
procedure on a number of grounds, but particulardy o in 8 country
like India where unilinesl kinship systems and caste, both rare or
nonexistent in cven the preindustrial West, ocoupy such important
r.||.'.'u:=- Hloch has pu'ml-u-d out that medieval feodalism amse in
Ellr\-npe in part as a response b the weaknesz of h:i.rlﬂ'li.]: institations
al a time when wider pl‘ir'u:i‘pl&s ol inl-El'd.-Ep-Endmﬂe and enutual
obligation were required.? Whart is most important, however, is that
in no society are all of the changes that cecur in the composation of
kin growps through time srectural changes, Thercfore, sinee the
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tramsition from o nonindustrial 1o an indusirial society represents o
major serics of changes in the soructure of technalogy and signiticant
social groups, it becomes essental that genuine sieuciural change be
differentiaved from other siruciural activitics, whether in regard 10
kinahip or any other feature of sociely, i a muly accurate asessmen!
af change is 1w be made, Furthermore, it will always be impartang
o kearn how much strectural alteration in a given disension ol
sciety is aciually meerisary 1o Tolfill basie functional reguirements of
e hanized, [mrcaucratized produetive activitkes, This [arer may,
it fisct, become a most crucial variabde i determining the eveptual
Form which non-Western saietics will take afier they lave aclicved
their masimum absorprion of industrialization,

The need For distinguishing between wue struciural changes in
kinghip systems and meorely nonmal rearmangrments of personnel
through ume has been omgently stated Iy Fortes. He declarss:

ccowhal are tie instiniriosal mechamstms and eoatonary aoivities il
s reproducien inog peticalar wl:'ir-l'!.' amld how doe they aperate !
v oo I 200 luman secicvies, U workalsop. so b0 gpeak. of meial ropan-
duction, is the domestic groane. . . . The domentic group gors throagh 2
eyt le ol deve lopiment analogoas 1w the growih epcle ofa living organiam,
The Eroup @8 4 unit redaing the mame form, bot ile mersler, ainil the
activities wihich anile them, go thrmgeh a rogular srquente of changes
during the eyche which culminates in the disclution of the omginzl
anik and s replacement by one of more units of the seime kind.!

Such an approach is decidedly esential il we are 1o unsderstuned
the e nature ﬂkh‘dliil ﬂ]arl'..ﬂ.lil;m an Iredian urbain areas 'I:ml-'l}'.
T onnr effisrt 1o demostrate this, we st fit begin by stating the
general Teatves of 1he traditional Kinship system Tound in northern
Indin, the region whese my el work wan done. We nust do s
betanec, as i3 well kaoan, any sxial sirnoture vares in relaion ta
what it has heen i the past, as well a3 in eelation o what i is
becosning, die o e elleeis of Teees of change. In Gt a8 we shall
we, the cvidence s egpecially compelling that sich an approacts i
necemary when talkingg alown Todia.

At entive trlation sl Elindw law, aliimately reaced back to Mapw,
liei beelinned awmad legitimizes the prineiples of relationship, deseenn and
inlieritance prevalent in this pant of northern Tondia: ilis is known as
Mitakshara Swocession.t In beief, the Wllowing principles are
intluded; (u) the “wormal comdition ™ * ol the Hindu Omily s
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joinrness, that s ivis a " enparcenacy unit™ which owes maintenancoe
to all s members in severality ™ (b} property s inherited Qirough
male agnates: (¢) femabes may not inherit the chied wealth ol the
joint Famibe; (d} females become membees of their hushands' joint
families upon martiage and cease heing members ol their natal
families; {e) nsidence s panlpcal vinlocal; and () any adult
male agnate may call or partition of the coparcenary any time he
deems it in his interests to do sol?

The rule penmitting any male agoate to call for partition appears
0 have been a means of assuring that yeunger brothers could not
b deprived of a share in the property of the joint Gunily alter the
father's death, For withowt such a rule, the leadesshup of the family,
devalving upon the eldest brother as next (o line of specesson, might
be wed as a weapon against vounger genesational equivalents
With the coming of Buropean rule, modern technobegy, Bureaucracy,
modern jurisprudence, the pecuniary econcmy, rapidly growing
pognilations, and rising property valees, a definite pattern or cvele
of fsmaon ot established in domestic HroLps and pgl‘:i.':u up o the
present time, especially in the roral areas, where most Indiaos live
and where land s the chiel form of heritablbe wealth. Basieally (o s
this: Domestic groups divide in every generation, because alter the
father dies the sons eventually invoke their right to partition the
coparcenary, There are a number of intervelated reasons for chis.
Mg the father ages, the sons are maturing, marcying, ard having
children of thetr own. This wocks counter to the unilineal mnteress
of the kin group because it means thae each son progressively
develops conjugal bavalties o his own wife and children which often
lead to conflices with hig lineal bovalties. With the removal of the
father's strong patriarchal authority, these conflicting ses of
lovalties becarse overwhelming because ne basis exisis for the
reassgeriion of thes authorvy with coual foeee an the niragenerational
level. The righe o partition mullifies the poagbilicy of an all-powerful
clibest brother who could wse ellective coercion v hold e i
together.

Wiewed in the overall, we can say thai contemporary social con-
ditions, male agnatic succession, the right o partivion, and (he
denial of major inheritanee rights o women have combined o
produce o characteristic developmental cvele consisting of & series
of phases, Thring some of these plases, the personnel of the demestic
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group accord with the standard description of the nuclear family,
while in others they aceord with that of the compound or extended
family. This means that a mere counting of the number of simple
ardd compound housshalds displayed by groupings of Morth Tndlans
would be wholly useless as a basis for ascertaining * modern™
influences,

The phates through which the Nosth Indian domestic ETup
pames, therefore, are ultimately a reflection of eertain fondamenial
events, Omnee again it must be empliasizad that these events manifiess
themsclves mest ideally in the villages, where property and social
relationshipe remain largely what they have been throughout
Indian history. “Thes, we are esentially saying that the village
paitern of today constitutes an ongoing structural model for kinship
relations, which is the frame of ceference for madifications in kinship
organization that may be olwerved in cities. This, of course, arises
from the fact that the population of cities is growing rapidly and
that this growth is being sustained primarily by migrants from the
villages. These milestone events in the typical developmental cyele
are: (a) the breaking of the hewerosexual sililing tie by the ou-
marrying of sisters after puberty and their replacement by in-
marrying wives; (h) a tramitional phase during which efforts arc
made to keep the domestic group together despite the loss of the
patriarch; {e] the breaking of fraternal ties through partition of the
coparcenary [llowing the death of the father. The full develop-
mental cycle arising from these events follows:

riase 12 The replacement of female siblings in the domestic group
by wives,

Subphase A: [Nascent Period! From the moment of the first
gamna, when the first siger beaves for, or the Bt wile comes o,
her hashand's household, until hall of the gwunas have pecurred.
Dwring this nascent period, hovschalds santain a mingling of
brothers, sisters, and brotkers” wives, together with parents
wha are normally in wanstion frem Voung Adulthond (21 -
35)7 o Later Adulthood [36-50). The incoming wives are
eginuing 1o bear children, and the sociatization of the next
EeneTation it Comemencing.

Swhphase f: (Mature Pericd] From the paint where more than
hall of all potential soemar have occurred, until ithe cnmplete
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r:pla.-l::mhit ol sizters with beothers” wives, Here the domestic
group i5 r=aching its maximum size and generational rlepl:h.
All brothers are acquiring conjugal units, and members of the
]:arml:ul geneTation are :nrwl'ng frorm Later Adulthood o O3kd
Age [above o) and deatls.

FHASEIT: A period when the coparcenacy wnil 13 a fraternal exended
farnily after the death of the patriacch (rormally the father of ego
but cccasionally a father's brother, or other collaveral agmae].
This phase 15 bypased whenever there is only one surviving son,
of course. When present, o can comprise a large, complex domestic
group consisting of the brothers' conjugal unis and sometines, in
addition, a widowed mother anpdjor glber widowed female kins-
WML

rHase 11z Brothers partition the joint family and establish scparate
domiciles, thus breaking the fraternal sibling e as a basis for
corporate activities, Frequently, this peeurs due to gquarrels among
brothers in which pulls of loyalty between conjugal and lincal tics
became irrv:nu-m:“ﬂ.b]r_

Subphaie 4! From the establishment of separate domestic growps
by recently divided brothers untl the marriage of the first
child. Marriages oceur early among traditional Indians and
do ot Lead to immediate eohabieation. Games await the onset
of puberty. Thus, married children continue living in their
patal household, bur their marriages signify the movement of
the domestic group wward repetition of the Ara phase in the
developrmental evele—viz., breaking ol the heterosexual
sibling tie. Subphase A is normally “nuclear™ in structure
and must be seen as a normal period in the life cyele of the
Indian domestic group and in oo sense indicative of structural
change.

Swbphaee B From the marriage of sach brother's first child oneil
the oocurrence of the Arst gawsa, YWith this latter event, the
developmeninl cvele has come around [l circle, amd the
original domestic group has been replaced by however many
new ones arnse in the aftermath of the patriarch's death and the
partition of the coparcenary among the surviving brothers. In
Suhphase B, the domestic group s moving feom a noclear
toward an extended structure once again. Children of the
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houschold have experienced thesr Chilidhond [5~11] and are
preparing w enter their “social apprenticeship” (Youth, 13-
20} where the learning of adull poles commences in CAricsL.

O the Lasis of the foregoing, we may see that structural changes
are not autnmatically indicated where families of A specific kind at
any given point in time were observed. A cortain number of nuclear
families will be garmal Tor the kind of Kinship system described
above, However, the value of determining the iempnral character-
istics of the kinship system is thai it provides us with a basis for
determining when cvents might occur which weuld fail to bead to a
repetition of the normat developmental eycle. Sucli evens wasnbd.
ol eourse, demand carcfil scritiny as possible indicaters of trn
ctructural ehange. With these thoughts in mind, then, let us now
consider the domestic crganization found among iy rickihmoallas
whom T studied in 1950, and who reside and work in Luckmow, the
capital of Uttar Pradesh, 1ndia.*

I 15955, Lucknow had a population ol armund Gz 5,000, One of the
chief means of transportation was the bicyele ricksha, a threc-
wheeled convevance that is propelled and sieered in the sime fashina
a8 & ennventional bicycle, Two passeigers ire normally accomme-
dated on the seat behind the driver, although, by overloading,
more are sometimes carcied. The Hindustani term Rickoimoalls
denotes one who operates one of these vehicles, There are in the
vicinity of five thousand bicycle rickshas plying Lucknmw’s streets;
driving these conveyances is obviously a purely menial oecupation,
and even casual observation reveals that mst drivers are recent
arvivals from rural aveas, who have taken this job beoanse they are
qualified for licde else.?

Tt was fotnd that despite their Iiving in a Large city and pracricing
2 medern sceupation, te domestic gronps of thirty-theee rickehe-
waltar fitted somewhere in the normal developmental eyele for
scorth India. a cvele thought by many o be unmaintainable o an
urban, modern occupational scting, These were a mingling of
Plains Hindus, Nepalis, and Muslims, which suggests that the sane
kinship principles were operating equally for all. Tn Table 1, the
personnel af the domestic groups at each phase in the develop-
mental cvele are given: these are subdivided I generstion and
kinship rele feom the standpeant of the rictshamwalla as ego. Here we
see 1hat most domestic groups are going through those phieses in
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which sheer numenical zize and the pulls Belween conjugal and
lineal t1ez are both 4t their maximom. That bolh are indeed a-l.l|.'|l|}'
'iIlI:EI.'I'\'EI‘d.I:E:I.‘I 1= !5[15!{1‘51.{!!;' I":r' Ih{' ::rna“&l' numiber ol reokskanalias
whose domestie ifroups are m F‘||=!-|-. l.r‘h. where numcrical size
averages about ibe same as foe LB and TT, bt where the proport ion-
abe meanber of wives ﬂl:ll.'lahili.llu’ w-'|l|‘|. their sbands is lew. Phase
ITIA merely expreses the mevitable consequences of the process at
work in the preceding phase, The domesvie groups off ten rickafa-
welles have broken up nte filtesn oew unlts with an awerage
personnel of les than fur in each. Nov all were the result of pari-
Loy amcany brothers, of cowrse, becanse [ soime families theee Tiad
been only a angle soi g the time of the father's death. However,
all lave i commmeon Lhe fact tar they emerged as the end prodoct of
the natural series of temporcal events which characterize the develop-
mental eyele in Norh India. Most were noclear, and the only
exceplions were the presence of three widowed mothers entitled 1w
maintenance for ke in their decessed’s hushand's kin geoup. Thete
were i indications that ihese groups would not repeat the normal
cyele ad they moved througl time,

TARLE 1
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Among these normally unfolding  domestic growps, two basic
resicdential themes prevaibed—a dispersed residential pattern and a
single-howsehokl pattern, Armong the former many were rural-
based, many were ol By roral-based s meant that the main body
of kin are ina village while ego s w0 the city, either alone, or in
company of his conjugal unit and/or some other male abling, w
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sarn @ cash income which is seen as a contribution to the entire kin
group’s economic well-being. The main criterion of whether a group
with a dispersed residential pattern is still definable as a domestic
group is, of course, whether it continues to funclion as a COPArcenary
unit sharing economic resources, All of the urban-based domestic
groups except one maintained a single howsehold  regardles of
whether nuclear or compound, which indicates that even in the
city the basic impulse to form complex corporate kin groups rernains
strong despite the supposcdly atormizing effects of pecuniary
standards, inflated costs, congested living, eto. The shift from
sraditional oceupations and rural living to modern occupations
and urban living does not necemarily destroy the corporate kin
group. What actually occurs is that the emphasis of caste is shifted
to what 1 have clsewhere!? termed “adaptive functions,” while
concomitantly the emphasis of the corporate kin group is shifted
from a marrower to a broader range of economic diversification.
Put another way, the income structure of the demestic group is
modified to accommodate the new economic environment in a
fashion that preserves i3 corporate pature.

Clorporatencss undoubtedly remains a major value in the Indian
kinship system becawme even in the contemporary urban sociery
and social order it serves usciul purposes. Menial occupations such
as driving rickshas are very poorly reimbursed, which means that
dependence upon other kin in an atmosphere ol shared economic
wellbeing inevitably has a powerful appeal. A low standard of
living seems to impel the members of kin groups o tap all known
sources of potential income and to pragmatizally rearrange their
occupational commitments in responsc 10 upportunities as they
arise. The truth of this is apparent not only in the peristence of the
normal developmental cycle ameng so many rickskawalias, bt is
equally apparent among many of the seventeen instances of domestic
groups which failed to conform to the normal cycle. Among the
latter, four general categorics of aberrant structure could be differ-
entiated, which are called: {1) the isolated individual, (2) arrested
conjugality, (3] arrested lineality, and (4) troe neslocalism, Each
will be considered in turn,

Tne fAve cases, individuals were encountered who had simply
broken off all ties with their kin groups and were leading an entirely
isolated existence in Lucknow, It was clear that all, in one respect
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or anuther, were examples of severe social maladjustment, They
were disiurbed individuals who had feund it impossble 1o make
satisfaciory adjustients o therr domestic envirgnment, Cne haad
abandoned his conjugal unit in the village and bad Aed o the city;
the other lour were either unmarried bevond the mamageable age,
or else men who had lost their spouses and declined 1o remarry,
Cine suffered from leucoderma, or “white leprosy™ a highly stig-
matic disease in India, and the other four showed distinet evidence
of severe emotional disturbance, Driving a bicycle ricksha requires
no special skills or education; it simply requires ordinary motor
skills and reasonable physical stamina, It affords a variable, generally
low income, t be sure, but subsistence can be at Jeast minimally
maintained through the occupation. It is an occupation that
facilitates both spatial mobility and & measure of personal autonomy,
The back seat of the ricksha, albeit with considerable discomior,
can e used as 8 bed ar night il necessary, and T have seen it used
in this fashion in innumerable instances; in additon, the owners of
bicycle rickshas lrequenily have a shed or some other sheltered place
where drivers may sleep and attend to other minimal needs. In
shoet, features of the occupation have a ready appeal to certain
classes of deviants and misfits, perhaps especially those suffering
from strong feelings of alienation.

Another typical domestic dtuation, found 1o be characteristic of
gix subjects, was what may be called ** arvested conjogality.” In this
pattern we have an illustration of how the desire to mainiain the
domestic growp as a corporate body may Jead o the almost complete
suppression of conjugal ties in favor of solidarity based upon lineal
ties alone. This occurs by the simple device of parents deciding to
indefinitely defer the marriage of their children, particularly sons,
s that the resultant domestic group remains 8 corporate body
restricted to lineal kine Under conditions of severs poverty and
hardship, an attempt is made to achieve tight solidarity by foregoing
the relationships on which temporal comtinuity of the kin group
depends, This measure holds down the size of the domestic gronp
while simultaneoasly obviating the mecessily of coping with the
potentially centrifugal conjugal and affinal relationships. 1 do not
wish to imply that these are the reasons which respondents gave for
establishing this tvpe of domestic group, however, The usual ex-
planation was that poverty made the arrangement of suitable
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mearriuges for children imposible. In reality, however, the cause
has o be deeper, hecause it is easily shown that many dlomastie
groups as bad or worse off than these nevertheless contracted
marriages, It is perlaps a matter of not chelibepately siarting outl in
the ditection of arrested conjugality, but of “discovering™ at sotne
peint that *failure” m find “suitable” marriages for sons is
beginning tn pay dlividends in that ther single status renders o
greater prportion of their ineome usable by the parents, Chne may
Jraw this infecenee from mueh of the interview material,

Avtually, there were twn variations of the above pattern which
werely refieeted the different points in the developmental cvele
wliere it was begun. Three were cases in which two or more brathers
haal remained joint (Phase 117, while cither themselves failing to
sy or failing 1o arrange marciages for their offspring. The nther
three were cases of men whe had established Phase ITTA of the
cvele but had then arrested the process of development by neglecting
iy arranee marrlages Tor their children, It must he realized, of
cougse, that in both variations we ave speaking of heads of domestic
groups who range in age between Later Adulthood (g and
Od Ape {50+, and who are either unwed themselves at ths lae
point in life or whe have children in Young (21-45) or Later
Adlulthoud {36-50) who are unwed. Tt is only under these cireum-
stances that we can meaninglully sprak of an “arrested ™ pattesn,

Perhaps the strongest prool that eorporatenes is 3 cherished value
in itsell’ in eonternporary Indian domestic arganization ie contained
i the characteristics of e type T have called ** arrested lineality,”™
This appears 10 be a pointed effort to enjoy all the functional -
vantages of the corporate kin group while at the same LiFTE (VEF-
riding traditional unilineal considerations. What easentially sccurred
with fuur domestic groups fitting this category is that, stretly on the
basis ol economic cxpediency, three imdividuals and ope entire
conjugal unit had broken away from thew lineal kin group and
attached themsehves to the domestic groups of persons who are
normally residentially separate from egn. One person hisd adopied
corporate residence with a mother’s brother’s domestic group in
Lucknow, wnother witli a father’s sster’s, and still another with a
wile's brather's household, A fourth had afiliated with his father's
vaunger brother, 1o be sure, but this had taken place long after the
two had partitioned the original eoparcenary and adopied separate



Nowrsn Inman Kissank Sy5TEM 1By

domiciles in separate communities. Among the rckskamallas, only
four subjects displaved arrested lioealivy; but evidence from other
data to bt published in the near foture makes 0 plain that this
represents an important functional adjustment to Indian urbanizas
tiofr and medernization, which must be taken inip aceount by
investigators. It bears repeating in this context that the principle of
eorporatenss o the broad sense, which implies economic cooperas
tion and the shanng of economic resources among a grouping of
kinsmen, must be conceptually distinguished from a given formal
kinship structure which, under given sets of conditions, has here-
tefore Leen the exclusive, recognized basis for delermining the
presnnnel of corporate kin groups. Variations in domestic organiss-
tion that appear possible in Indian cites today suggest that a
comsicderable latitude exists for compromise structures which both
recombine established principles of kinship organization and at
times override them completely—all of this being undertaken, of
roacse, in the name of achieving corporate units bound together by
kinship ties,

True nealocalism, in which a conjugal unit fermally detaches itself
from all other kin groups and asumes an entirely autonomous exists
ence, was rare among rickshrmallas, Only two cases were reported,

SummART AMD CoMCLusioms

(1] Entry into modern urban occupations does nol auiomatically
imply the disimegration of the extended family and is replacement
by the peolocal nuclear family, Assumptions thag this invaciably
ocours arise from historical experiences with indusiriabization in the
West on the one hand, and with failure to distinguish normal proc-
eses of ransformation in domestic groups from genuine sirsctural
change, o the other, The case of the Lucknow rebshgeoallar indicates
that in a country like India, at least, compound kin groups are
retained with great frequency in the urban envirmonment regardles
of ooccupation. Muchksr lamilies almost invariably sppear to be
merely phases in the developmental cycle, rather than genuinely
new manifestations of kinship structure.

f2) Compound kin groups persist because corporate activities
determined and validated by kinship ties continue to enjoy impor-
tance in the eves of those whose Life and work are sitoaied inoelifes
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That corporatencs is the principal ond valued is attested by the
wariationg that ocour in domestic organization in order to achieve
it. Both liveal and affinal considerations are at times overridden
for the purpose of assuring the existence of 3 grouping of kinsmen
whin will contribate the fruits of an often wide diversity of ocowpa-
tions o the common Lo,
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