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The end of Korea's policy of isolation and subsequent develop-
ments simulated political ferment among the contending factions
in Seoul. The contest for political power was particularly intense
and bitter between men who were conservative and pro-Chinese
and these whe were progresive and ant-Chinese, The atter ad-
vocated reforem for the modernization of the ancient kingdom of
Korca. The politics of reaction and cesponse, while setting the
pattern of conflict between political groups in Korea, marked the
beginning of active participatinn by [oreign powers in Korea's
domestic affairs, Meanwhile, the movement launched by the
Progressives signaled the rise of modern nationalism in Korea,

This paper deals with: (1) the initial reaction of the anti-foreign
groups o the opening of Korea; and {2} the clash between the
conservative party called Sedoedeng and the reform party called
Karkwadaeg which brought about the bloody events of December of

188y,

Arwri-ForBron REAcTION

Different types of reaction developed immediately afier the
conclusion of the Kanghwa Treaty of February 26, 1876, between
Korea and Japan and the commercial agreements signed between
them. The uncompromising, anti-foreign sentiment was woiced by
conservative intellectuals who were genuinely concerned with the
preservation of Korea’s traditional ethics and values, The politically
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oriented anti-foreign (both anti-Western and anu-Chinese) move-
ment was promoted by the Regent Taewdngun, who was the father
of King Kajong (18s1-1919). The third type was the response
which developed among the more progresive clements in and
outside the Court of Kojong. The interaction between these groups
created in Seoul a sensitive and explosive political situation, which
was further aggravated by the Treaty of Amity and Comimerce
betwreen Korea and the United States {olften called the Chemulp’o
ar Shudeldi Treaty] of May 22, 1BBz,

Long before the conclusion of these treatics, the iradition-bound
Confucian scholars had advocated and mmplemented an ant-foreign
policy which was directed against the * Western Learning™ move-
ment and the Catholicise that had come into Korea.! In spite of
represive Iq;:l measures against them, the progremive scholars’
interest in Western thoughi, science, and religion continuwed o
increase, and the number of Catholic converts multiplied. The
increasing Freq uency of the viais of foreign vessels io Korean waters
and the Western demands for comemercial intercourse fostered even
mare anti-Freign sealiment in Korea. To halt the spread of foreign
influence, ‘Tnewdngun ordered the massacre of the French Catholic
misgiionaries and Korean converts in March, 1866, and when the
American schooner Gowrel Shermen violaied Korean temitory in the
summer of that vear, Koreans burned the ship and killed it crew.
Al the same lime, Tacwdngun strengthened Korea's coastal defense
against Western intruders and possible invasons by Freach and
American troops; and when American aggression did come, in the
lavier part of the spring of 1871, Tacwdngun ordered his troops to
repel the ™ harbarians,” and he warned the people about the ek
of the Westerners by erecting a stone monument in the Chongno
Square in Seoul.® AL the asme time, be decreed that those who
advocated peace with the * Western barbarians™ would be con-
sidered traitors, and would suffer appropriste punishment, How-
ever, a combination of faclors forced Taewdngun o guit bis post as
regent in iBy3, leaving him powerles 1o prevent the renewal of
diglomatic and commercial relations between Korea and Japan,
He could only despite the Wesierners who ardived in Korea and
wait for an opportunity to put his reactionary program into
operation,

The Korean-]apanese ireaty revived ibe anti-foreign movemeni,
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and a critical opinion of the government policy developed in some
quarters, particularly among orthodox Confucian intellectuals such
as Y1 Ma.nq:'m, Kim P"ﬁnmuh Ch'oe Iu-hnl,-'ﬁrl, and others who
regarded the ideals and the systern of China's andeni sage kings
[Yao, Bhun, and ¥ii] as the Golden Rule, and preached that the
teachings of Confuciug were the foundation of the moral and
ethical system of the people. They were convineed that the
“hbarbarian cistoms™ were lecherous and sensual and therefore
extrenrely harmiul to ancient valoes, and that alien interests and
influence would certainly weaken the moral and ethical foundation
of the kingdom. Their policy may be described as *repel evils and
rectify the conditions of the people.” Their attitude was reacticnary
and conservative toward domesfic matiers and Loth anti-Western
and anti-Japanese on forcign policy.? Therefore, they opposed the
rise of Western thought and religion in Korea, and they agitated
for the prevention of Japanese influence there,

Scholars such as Kim Pyéng-muk were thoroughly comvineed
that once foreigners were permitted to enter Korea, inevitably alien
thought and practices would comrupt the people, 50 wvioleatly
np]:l:up:d. to Iht np-:n:ins c_rr H'.m& WRS F..l'm that hn, ahns with ¥i
Man-son and Heng Chaehak, subritted memorials to the king
protesting the policy of dealing with foreign powers. They even
demanded that Kim Hong-jip, the king"s envoy to Japan in 1880,
be put to death because he had advised the king to import Western
civilization and euablish elose ties with Japan, a policy which had
accomplished extensive modernization in & short peried of time.d
The memorial submitted by Kim Pydng-muk, author of the book
entitled CA'&kwmyp tard [ The Principles of Anfi-Westernism ™},
contained so many harsh and disrespectful elements that be was
sent into exile in the summer of 1881.* However, Kim and others
continued to fight for the lost cause and maintained their uncom-
promising intellectual conservatism to the end,

The opposition of intellsctual conservatism to the ntroduetion
of Western civilization and the establishment of diplomatie relations
with Japan and other powers was a lutile battle againg the currents
of eaodern tinmees, Mo matter what the valoes of the Conlucian sysiem
may have been, the political corcuption and econemic stagnation
that had lasted for many centuries under the autocratic grvernment
adminisiered by the Confacian literati weakened the very loundation
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upon which that system was built. The people had lost confidence,
both in those values, and in those who advocated them. Morcover,
Korea was in no position to repect the wishes and demands of the
Japanese nor those of the European powers.

The anti-foreign movement in Korea was elsely related o the
anti-government, and particularly anti-Min (Queen Min and her
supporters), sentiment, The politically motivared anti=foreign
policy was promoted by Taewdngun, who became a bitter enemy
of Queen Min after his reticement in 879, Thus he welcomed the
erisi which developed in Seoul in the summer of 1882, two months
after the conclusion of the Korean-American treaty of 1882, The
event which precipitated this crishs dates back to October, 158y,
when seeret police discovered a conspiracy led by Yi Chae-siin, an
illegitimate son of Taewdngun, against Queen Min and her clan,
Mas arrests were made, the conspirators were sentenced 1o death,
and many military officers wha had joined the plot were imprisoned.
This first attempi 10 everthrow the Min power by these who were
against the opening of Korea ereated a chain reaction in the summer
of 1882. The military uprising of July, 1882, known in Korean
histary as fme bumean, began as a local riot in Seoul staged by
soldiers who had not been paid for almost a year and who were
opposed o the modern military training program of the govern-
menl.® The rioting soldiers, while registering their gricvances,
stormed the Ch'andik Palace and other government buildings in
Seoul and killed many members of the Min party.

Taewingun quickly took advantage of this situation to regain
power so that he might fulfil his goals, which were to erush the Min
power, and to carry out his anti-foreign policy. Alter taking
command of the insurrectionists, Taewdngun was able to force
CQueen Min to fiee from her palace, and be also murdered many
prosMin and pro-Chinese officials. Meanwhile, the insurrectionisis,
after killing a Japanese military instructor, threatened to harm the
lives and damage the property of the Japanese. The mob joined the
soldicrs and forced several Japanese, including Minister Hanabuia
Yoshitake, to fee to Inch'dn, and then to Japan,? But, Taewdngin
[ailed po retain his position, ax the Chinese intervened,

Grand Secretary of the Ch'ing government and Viceroy of Cliihli,
Li Hung-chang, who was in charge of foreign affuirs for the govern.
ment in Peking, received news of the insurrection in Seoul, and
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immediately dspatched Commander Wu Ch'ang=ch'ing and two
other generals o the peninsula with some 5,000 troops.® Arriving
in Seoul, the Chinese quickly restored order, kidnaped and
transported Taewdngun to China where he was imprisoned until
Ocober, 1888, and returned Ceeen BMin to power in Seocul. A
treaty was simed bBetween Rorea and Japan om Awgnist g0, 1882,
scithing personal and property damages inflicted upon the Japanese
during the nsurrection.?

Eorea had been a vamal state to China sinee the Manchu
conguest in 1637.19 Traditionally, however, the Ch'ing government
refrained from intedering in Korea’s domesiic affairs as long as
Forea continued o recognize China’s suzerainly and remained
obedient 1w her wishes, and as long as oo other powers challenged
China's political and economic positions in Rorea. However, an
antipathy developed among some Koreans towand Chinese domina-
tion, and Koeca™s gradual invelvement in international complica-
tions created a new situation for the Chinese government,

The Chinese had been snpicious of Taswdngun's intentions,
as well as of Japan®s, in Korea for some time. China’s apprehension
conoeTning Japancse intentions was a logical reaction fo the new
situation that had developed im her vassal state; in the first place,
Japan, by recognizing Korea's sovercignty and independence in the
treaty of 1896, and by concluding commercial agreements with
Korea, challenged China’s claima to suzerain rights and commercial
privileges in Korea,

As vet, Japan had not developed a territorial appetite for Korea;
but she was determined to achieve three objectives there: (1) the
destruction of China’s claims in Korea and the end of Chinese
contrel there; (2) increased political influence and the furtherance
of Japan's economic interests; and (3] the prevention of Koren's
becoming a threat to the security of Japan.tt In order to accomplish
the second and third objectives, the Japanese government, prior to
1804, endeavored to achieve the first goal without going to war with
China,

As China sank deeply into political and economie crisis following
the Opium and Arrow wars, and especially after the T al-ping
Rebellion, the leaders of the Ch'ing government becarme irvational,
and an extreme sense of insecurity and frustration prevailed among
them. As a result, extremists in Peking, such as Chang Flei-lun and
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T'eng Chen-hsiu, advocated positive action against Japan while
“she was weak " as well as the suppression of anti-Chinese sentimend
in Korea.!® Even Li Hung-chang, who was much more realistic
and cautious than the sthers, felt that increased Japanese interests
and influence in Korea constituied a menace to the security of
China and to her position in Korea, and should not be tolerated,*3
Hence, Li, by taking advaniage of the Korean situation in the
summer of 188z, carried out his policy to whip Korea back into the
Chinese orbit and reassert China's claims there. Subsequently,
trade regulations between Korea and China were revised [in
October, 1882, and again in March, 1883), with the i ml;nrpuium
of new Features which ensured for the Chinese a special prsition in
Eorea.d In December, 1882, the Korcan government was re-
organized and patterned afier that of the Ch'ing, Two Chinese were
made counselors, and Ch'en Shu-t'ang, another Chinese, was made
the Chinese Commissioner for Commercial Relations in Korea.
Li Hung-chang installed a Chinese agent, Paul G. von MillendoriT,
a former Crerman consul at Tientsin, ag vice-preddent of the Korean
foreign office and inspector-general of Maritime Customs for the
Korean government ; General Wa Ch'ang-ch'ing and Commander
Yiian Shih-k'ai supervised Korean military affairs; and an ardently
pri-Chinese Korean, Cho Mydng-ha, wae appointed president of
the foreign office.

Chinese influence in Korea grew sironger afier Li Hung-chang
established direct conirol over Korea through his agents, and the
Korean reform movement which had arisen was thereby paralyzed.
As a result, Korea became even weaker and more defenseless, a
ready victim for foreign aggression. The dry-rot of Chinese con-
servatiem and reactionary policy pervaded everywhere, Natorally,
the re-establishment of Chinse domination over Borea strengthened
the political pesition held by Cueen Min and ber supporiers, but
at the same tinee, it simulated the geosth ol anti-Chinese sentiment.

SApAEDANG vE KApHwADANG: KapsiM CrOrGrrin

The reassertion of Chinese suzerainty and sinct coniral in Korea
also aroused nabionalistic sentiment, and this spirit was fostered by a
group of young aristoerats in Seoul, The rse of this group cawed
the pro-Chinese conservatives o become even more reactionary;
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consequently, conflict between the two antagonkitic groups in
Seoul became intense, and the struggle for power between them
beought about the violent event known as Kapsin chingbpiu (the
“ Political Incident of the Year Kapsin") on December 4 6, 1884,

The leaders of the conservative Sadoedang (the " Great-Power-
Serving-Pany ™) were Queen Min (King Kojong's wife), her young
nephew Prince Min Yimg-ik, and ther adviser Paul G. von
Millendorif, Queen Min was the guardian of the interests of the
Min clan and its allies, and the real power behind the throne
accupicd by the unhappy King Kajong. Her actions were motivated
by selfish interests, and whatever she did was the result “of ex-
pediency and panisan animosity rather than imellectual con-
viction. ™ 18 The Queen was determined o maintain the ratul quo,
not only in regard 10 the balance of power between her party and
cthers, but alsa in terms of the relationship sisadenis China. Although
she was upeducaied and superstitious, the Queen was capable of
perceiving the pomibility of strengibening her own postion and
protecting her elan’s interests by allowing limited, slow changes
in Korea, and her political skill and knavery surpassed that of the
other members of the Min pary.'®

Prince Min was & “young man of pleasing manners and gracious
address,” but he demonstrated no trace of progresivism, and his
policy, like that of his aunt, was based on selfish, partisn inieress,
Although he was aware of the necesity of change in Korea, his
awareness was overshadowed by his conoern for his family interests.
He had been exposed to the *light" when he visited the United
States and Europe as a member of King Kojong’s first misdon to
il West in 1889-1884, and his beliel in reform had been somewhat
strengthened during his visit. But as he confessed to the American
minister General Lucius Foote, he “returned into the dark ™ when
he returned to Seoul.1” When he saw the Progressives and the king
preparing for the “vigorous infision of Western civilization ™ into
Korea, Prince Min became a determined enemy of the pmgresive
mowvemsent and its advoeabes. 12

Behind the reactionary forces in Korea was the German adviscr
von Méllendorff, the watchdog of Li Hung-chang and (aithful
servant of Queen Min, He comidered the Progresives as ™ scoun-
drels™ who would bring * terrible mischiel 1o the country,” and he
wad “fully aware of the Japanese aims to destroy Chinese influence
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in Korea™ which he was sent to protect, He was loyal to China,
aldhhldn-inmdﬂmgmmmlﬂnuhhpnﬂdnm
challenged by the young Korean Progressives, 20

The young nationalists, who had become aware of Korea's
backwardness, advocated political, economie, and sacial reform.
Their supreme objective was the immediate achievement of come
plete and permanent independence for Kopes, for they were
certain that as long as China maintained her domination over
Korea, and as bong as the Min party and the Chinese jointly blocked
Korea's progresive reform moverment, Korea was sure to suffer
disxitrous comsequences. Therefore, men who shared similar ideas
and convictions gradually rallied around Kim Ok-kyun, a young
official in the government who was the epitome of anti-Chinese
reform sparit in Korea,

Kim Ok-kyun (1B5i~1804), son of 2 Confircian scholar, studied
Confucian clasics at the school in Kannung which was established
by Yi I, one of the most outstanding scholars in Korea, who iz benter
known as Master Yulgolo®' Afier completing his hasic studies in
Kannung, Kim went o Seoul where he attended the national
Confucian Academy. There he became associated with sons of some
of the pawerful families in Korea. He was a bright, intelligent, and
ambitious student, and Kim's future as a dynamic leader seemed
predestined. At the age of twenty-two he passed the metropolitan
examination in mumbkws (Division of Classics) with the higheat
liverary distinction of cheng’zdn, Afier serving in various capacities
in the government, he was made Deputy Transmitter of Ruoyal
Edicts in the Office of Transmitters, an office which enabiled him o
establish & personal relationship with the king.2® Thereafter, he
rose 10 prominence and was appointed Counsellor of the Board of
Punishment before his thirtieth birtday.

In Seoul, Kim foresaw the impending crises at home and abroad,
and Ak a conscientious and patriotic official was keenly aware of the
dangerous situation arising. He felt strongly the need for reforms in
Korea, and his basic conviction was lurther sirengithened by hie
acquaintance with such scholars as Yu Tae-ch'i and Monk Yi
Tong-in. Morcover, trough reports submitted by the king's
emissaries such as Kim Ki-su, Kim Hong-jip, and O Yun-jung who
had visited Japan 2nd chewhere, he became aware of conditions in
other lands.
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Kim Ok-kyun's conversion (o 8 progressive and nationalistic
philosophy ocourred wien e met, and eventually became a disciple
of, Fukuzawa Yukichi, the champion of liberalism and progressivism
in Japan,23 Kim's visit to Japan in 1881 enabled him o become
actquainted with new ideas and systems. What he saw in Japan nnt
only astonished, but also ingpired, hom, Affected by Fukuzmwa's
progressive philsoply, and impresed with achievements made by
the new leaders in Japan, Kim came to the conclusion that natonals
wm and progressiviam, alone, could reconstruct and improve the
conditions of his people and country. He felt the pressure of time
keenly, and became sericusly coneerned with the impact of forelgn
intrusion, sspecially that of China.

During his sojourn in Tokyo, Kim established personal relation-
ships with such outstanding Japanese leaders as Ith Hirobwmi,
Inowe Kaorn, Gotd Shajind, Ttagaki Teisuke, and Fukuzawa
Yukichi; they, in return, came (o regard him as a potential modern
leader for Korea, Moreower, has ““ marked intelligence amd atiractive
manners" left a very lavorable impression among the Eunropean
diplomats in Tokyo 2 He was coucerned with the welfare of his
people and the destiny of his couniry, and he demonsiraged his
hatred for injustice, backwardness, and puimoded comeentions of
the past. Al every opporunity, he preached the doctrine of progress,
and he considered it his duty o lead his young Friends toward the
goal of the amelgamation of Western ideas with the best of his own
tradition. ="

Kim deepened his relationships with the Japaness leaders when
e went to Japan in September, 1882, as a member of the goodwill
mission sent by King Kojong following the conclusion of the treaty
between Korea and Japan. The mision was headed by Pak Yoag-
hyo, son-in-law of the late king; Kim Ok-kyun was his adviser. At
this time the Progresives huctedly produced a Korean national
flag {the preseni-day Republic of Korea fag), insiead of using the
old flag that symbolized Korea®s vasalage to China. The mision
waas cordially received, and [riendly relations between the two
couniries were resiored, The mission was also able to secure a loan
of 170,000 yen from the Specie Baok in Japan to finance reform
programs in Korea,

Upon returning to Seoul, fully convered two nationalism and
progressivism, young Kim and his [Mends banded together for the
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national cause, and they won the king's support for their reform
program. Thus, a political group known as Kasheoodang (the
© Progressive  Party ™) emerged. 2t The main objectives of the
Progressive Party were: {1} to open Korea to Western civilization ;
(2] toestablish a modern government; and (3] to achieve complete
and permanent independence from China, 2 Because of their goals
and activities the Progressives stood diametrically oppused o
Cueen Min's party.

Diespite the conservatives’ opposition, the king and the Progres-
sives were able to carry out certain reform measures ;28 but they
demanded more reforms, and wanted a specdier implementation
of their modernization program than the Chinese and Korean
comervatives would allow. Antagonism between the two parties
mounted steadily, and the personal relationship between Prince
Min and von MallendorT on the one hand, and Kim and his
comrades on the other, grew gradually worse. Prince Min became
convinced that so long as the Progressives schemed o eliminate
Chinese control and e destroy the Min manopoly of power, there
could be no room for either compromise with, or tolerance for,
such a movement, Since neither was posible between the two
antagonistic groups, each comspired to destroy the other. In 1By,
these rapidly deteriorating relations prompted the reactionaries
to launch an all-out effort to slamp out progressivism and crush the
reform movement, Pak Yong-hyo, who had carried oul NumMEernus
reforms as mayor of Seoul, was ramsferred to the governorship of a
provinee, and the first modern press, Hansing sunbo, which was the
voice of the Progressive Party, was forced to discontinue operation 8

In view of the worsening political situation and the increasing
intensity of animosity between the two political groups in Seoul,
moderates such as Kim Hongjip, O Yun-jung, and athers attempted
to hring about a reconciliation between the two hestile camps by
introducing & gradual political reform program, and by preaching
the need for national defense. At the same time, they proposed
inteenational eooperation betwecn Korea, China, and [apan ficur
mutual survival, emphasizing the dangers arising from the encroach-
ment by imperialistic Western powers.3® They abo endeavored to
find neuatral ground upon which Korca, without antagonizing
China, could achieve her independence and modernization.
However, their efforts were unsuccessful.
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The Progressives felt the growing danger of & plot i annihilate
them, as the Chinese in Seoul became more arrogant and Korean
conservatives prew more pfeactbonary. Their realization of such a
posgibility led them wo become more emotional and radical, and to
seck more and immediate aid from the Japanese, who frequently
displayed their anti-Chinese sentiment while showing their willing-
ness o help the Korean Progressives to achieve their goab. King
Kojong and the Progressives also sought American cooperation
through Minister Foote who believed that the influence of the
United States should become a permanent factor in the progress of
Korea. However, the Korean Progressives, particularly Kim
Ok-kyun, felt that they understood the Japanese better than they
did the Americans, and they thought that their neighbor seemed to
be more willing o help them. But an a trip to Japan in the fll of
tBBg, Kim discovered, to hia dismay, that the Meiji leaders were
fot only reluctant to commit Japan in Korea’s domeatic aifairs, bat
were also suppresing & pro-Korean movement in Japan. The
disheartensd Kim then attempied o solicit American or French
aid, but with no succes 1 He returned to Seoul empty-handed, and
a3 of the spring of 1BByY, it seemed o the Progressives that all hope
wins lost, and that Kores had no chobee but to remain a vasaal state
to China and suffer national humiliation.

The sudden intensification of the Franco-Chinese conflict over
Annam in the [l of 1884 created an entirely new gituation, not
only for China, but also for the Progresives and their opponents
in Korea,®® The Japanese minister Takezoe Shin'ichird, who, wuntil
his return from Tokyo o Seoul in October, 1884, had maintained a
cool, il mot suspicious, attitede toward the Progressives, now
demonstrated his sympathy and willingness to help the national
cause of the reform party, ® Mot only Takezoe, bot also other Japan-
ez who were in Seoul, actively encouraged Kim and his friends to
take bold steps to accomplich their poals.® As & result, the Propres-
ives, in cooperation with the Japanese, lnid plans for a coup 24l

Senging the approaching crisis, the American Minister Foote and
British Consul Aston in Seoul cautioned the Progresives to be
mderate in their movemnent, and they advised Kim not to rely too
heavily on the Japanese, Even Yoan Shih-k'ai senssd the brewing
storm in Seoul and sent a confidential message to Li Hung-chang
on November 11, saving that the king and many of his supporters
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were planning to seize an apportunity to shake off Chinese comirod
in order to achieve full independence and modernization. © I fear,”
he wrote, ““that in thres years' time the reault of this policy will
become evident."36

In spite of the warsings given by the American and British
representatives, the crigia approached rapidly, sooner even than
Yitan had expected, as the Progressives completed their plans for
the coup. King Kojong, oo, was convinced that he would have no
better opportunity to win his kingdom’s independence and o
liberate himsell from the Min domination.®* The “great event
occurred on the eve of December 4, 18847 Prince Min was martally
wounded, and many pro-Chinese ministers and generals of the army
were put to death by the sevolutionaries, 2 but no harm was done
to the Queen, The reform government was established during the
night, and the King gave his approval. The Japanese soldicrs
commanded by Capt. Murakami Masameori were called into the
palace to protect the King and his newly-born government.

The policies which the ephemeril revolutionary government
proclaimed on December 5 expressed strong nationalism and a
certain degree of progresivism. It was declared, among other
things, that:*®

{1} The Chinese government must free Taswingun and allow him to
return (2 Korea.

{@) The practice of sending tributes to China must be abolished.

{3) Facthonalism mst be abolighed, and squality among the people
must be established.

(43 Men of talent must be cmiployed in Use government, regaridless
of their birth o social arigi.

{53 The mxation system st be revised, ansd the welfare of the people

rruust e profoted.
6] The Office of Bumuchd muss b aholisheed,
(75 A modern police sysiem musi L cilablished to provent crime,
141 Political prissoers and thase vl woere semt e cxile Enjusely et
hee: frese],

() Corrupt officials must be purighed.
{100 The Bureau ol Trade, which benclived the Chinese, must be
abaolished.
{11} The national fmancial admisustration mist be in the hands of the
Board of Revenue, and all other offices which handled fnance
must e abaolished.



ReacTion To THE OFENMNG 0F KoREA 75
[12] Conferences of Ministers and Cpuncillors must meer at the
Assemidy Hall, and all govermment decrees and regudations mmast
bre mude pahblic.
(131 All political offices and agencies other than the Six Boards [ %inis-
teries} muast be abolighed.

Thus, the so-calted “ Kim Ok-kvun's semal ch'inka™ began, 41

Otside the palace, rumors spread among the citizenry that the
King and the Chseen had been murdered by the Japanese, Counter-
revalutisnary faooes were organized by Yiian Shih-kai and Korean
reactionaries, and the Chinese and Korean soldiers attacked the
palace on the afternoon of December 6. The handiul of Japaness
and Korean defenders could not maich the overwhelming odds and
the stillborn reform government was crushed, The King was taken
into custody by the counterrevolutionanes, but some Frogressves
whio survived the ordeal managed 1o escape to the Japanese legation
with the Japaness, and then to Japan via Inch’dn,#2 The Min party
was restored to power, and a RKorean=]apansse protoecol of January
1, 16685, settled several ssues which had developed as a result of the
abortive coup,® The Tientsin Treaty of Apnil o8, 1885, signed by
Li Hung=chang and Itd Hirobumi, removed temporarily the danger
of war between China and Japan over Korea, 34

LarGLLS 0N

Korea proved to be “the sick man of the Far East™ toward the
end of the pineteenth century, and Japan playved a role similar to
that of Great Britain in the Middle East, Unlike the Bratsh, however,
the Japanese displaved no desire to go to war with China loe the
sake of the sick man dunng the latter's early confenntation with
Chirta, Whibe Japanese policy makers believed that Korca's
independence and her modemizations would be desirable Tor the
security of Japan, their primary interest 0 Rorca lay i pesoding
their own political infuence and ecomomic interests, ihe latier
seeming much more vital. They pursuwed a safe and sane policy,
and attempted to gain maximum profit with minimuom cisk, Only
& handiul of Japanese “liberals™ (who were against the oligarchicai
eantral) and theic agent in Korea agitated for aggresive action in
behalf of the Korean reform advocates,

An ddeology Enown in Korea as sodae il or Foled Saddag 4
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dominated the minds of the leaders in general, particularly those of
the Min clan. So strong was the influence of mokira rasang on
Korean aristocrats { pangbes in Korean), that they copied things
Chiness blindly and regarded non-Chinese thought and practices as
* harbarous and evil.” Politically, the conservatives were subservient
to China, and the absence of any spirit of intellectual and political
independence on the part of the government inevitably undermined
national or racial self-consciousnes amonyg the people of Korea as a
whole. Thus, when Confucian intellectuals such as Kim Prydmg-muk
spoke of safeguarding the cultural tradition and ethical values of
Korea, they meant the preservation of Chinese thought and
instilutions.

The Progresives cspowsed nationalism and progressivism, but
their nationalism was romantic in nature, and their reform ideas
were superficial and lacked decp conviction. Although  their
vocabulary included such words as liberty, equality, justice, and
progress, they were under the influence of iraditional political
elitism. Far from prometing the concept of popular sovereignty,
they even failed to take into consideration the imporiance ol
popular support. Their dreams of transforming Korea into a
medern nation proved to be only fantasy, for acither they nor Korea
were ready to duplicate the pattern that had changed Japan from a
feudal nation inlo & modern empire.

The young reform advocates, although sincere and dedicated,
were nRive, impatient, and inexperienced, both in their thinking
and in practical politics. The romantic idealism of the progresives —
no matter how inspiring, logical, and just in iiself—proved to be
ineflectual in the realm of practical affairs. They failed to take into
corsideration the political and geographical importance of Rorea
to China, while overestimating the goodwill of the Japanese.
Moreover, they were ignorant of, or overlooked significant differ-
ences in historical experience and stages of economic and social
development between Korea and Japan: Japan had never been
subjected 1o Chinese domination, whereas Korea had been a
vassal state 1o the Yian, the Ming, and the Ch'ing dynasties for
many centuries; furthermore, the economic and social chanpes that
had taken place in Japan since 1600 had nod ocourred in Korea,

There can be hitle doubt that the Progresives understood pro-
gresdvism only in its narrower sense, precluding democratic con-
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cepts and practices in the affairs of the nation, This was so primarily
becavse, as their counterparis in Japan had demonstrated, a
Western type of liberalism has a difficult time growing and fourish-
ing in the cultural soil of Asia. In more ways than one, the Korean
Progressives resembled the Euwropean romantic nationalists of the
18go’s and 1850's. The philosophy of ksefoes [ progress and
enlightenment™) in nineteenth-century Korea, as in China and
Japan, meant only the abolition of ancient laws and svstems, but
not of the objectionable practices and traditions of the past, Moi-
withstanding all these obstacles, the Progressives did give birth to
Korea's spirit of independence and o the reform movement,

Ome can only speculate as to what might have been the resulis
of the Progressive revolution in 1884 had China not intervened., It
is certain, however, that the Progressives would have faced enormous
problems in their attempis to create 3 modern nation, Had Korea
won complete independence from China, it is questionable whether
she would have been able to maintain that soversigniy and
independence in the face of prowing Japanese imperialism and
Russian expansionism, Furthermore, economic and social progress
would have been extremely slow and difficult.

Ome thing is clear, however; whatever possibilities may have
existed for the realization of national independence, social reform,
and economic development in Korea, Chinese intervention in
Korea not only jeopardized any hopes of the Koreans for freedom
from exiernal domination and frustrated their aspirations for
national regeneration and cultural progress, but it also intensified
conflict between China and Japan in the succeeding decade,
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Koim Ok-boyum, Pak Yang-hve, 56 Kwang-bim, 5 Chas-pil, and a few athers fled
i the Japanese legation et and thed to fchen, From Inch'on they ssiled for
Magasaki, Japan, despite dingster Takezoe's objection. Bome loriy Japaness,
inctuding Capiain Tsshayashi Shimeh, werr killed by the Chirsse and Koreansd
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ing on, & great power,” Mokmg g refiers 10 o theought or beliel that warshiped
things Chincse.
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