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Ammworey Brctions of the Buomingang, the teeep'ar {° Ieftist fnction ™,
meae comcncnly called 1he Left BMT, stands owi a5 having been
discusseed far amore aften than any other Biction of the Party, From
Sialin and Trotsky on down, the suhject has been worked aver s
roamrmninisl theorisis as well ns h:,' TRy THI=Ca TGS elocheails od
twentiethacemiury Chinese politics, Al the effurt devoted (o the
subject has generalby resulted in the obsencaiion that the Lefy KATT,
il ol the figment ol somcone’s imaginalion, was s weilk as Wi
insigniticant, That so much time and effort shouid fave Deen
devoted to study of this aspect of ihe KMT, 1o ihe negisce of anher
.aspe-l_'ls, i5 only partly the rl,-su!ll ol the invobvomeent sl e Ta=li T
in the dramayic events of 1g27; it is more the result of the primary
concentration of owr interests on the history of the Chinese Com-
manist Party. [t may be (although 1 doubn i) dhat s caoses
ceserve less apteniion Toa Bastorioes thian specessinl ones an thiad
the negleet of Kouonsiotang listoa s is tlas smiessl T sl vemn’s
however, the Chivnese Cononisi Pavie sepresemed ne G o,
the KA the successhul sme; and t5witc the lislary ob ibe oy’ as
if the KMT were oo more thao sn obstacle o thee path of the
::Hmrlllllli!ils, ur i wohicle that iy oot sis IIIIIH_=I1 Wi, s wi
distove the listors of e period seciomsiv.

[ the igeo’s, the KM T mde to power in China with the assistinee
of the Commrnanists, Lhen atternpted oo siash s formes allies. oo
well Le true, as Senator Konowland recently vemarked, that Kuewland
and los Mends are only usamg the Birel Socwety for their own
paurposes, and that after those purposes ace achieved the allic will
be cast away like squeceed-out lemons. To poae the guestion ol who
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is using whom is not entirely accurate—both are avempting o win
pelitical control for themselves by using ihe other. In the 1920,
the Communists chearly hoped to uwse the Kuomimang to attain
tlheir nwn goals; it is equally certain that the Kuemintang intended
from the beginning of the Communia alliance o make we of the
Communises for KMT purposes, 1L is true that the Chinese Clom-
tranisl Party grew rapidiy throogh the alliance, bt it is seldom
winderstood that the KMT too profited immensely from Communist
aupport, When Sun Yatsen formed the allipnee in 1gzz, he was
the Litier, defeated leader of a small and dispirited revolntinoary
pagty. Before the allianec was broken off, his Party had achieved
domivance in Chinese politics.

There is another dimengon 1o this patern of politieal alliance
ihar is crucial 1o an understanding of the Left KMT. Ko significant
political party can be expected to show total woity withing it
membership i ot likely w be fully mmmitied to exacily ther sarne
goaks, A _political party is usually & collection ol groups with com-
peting interests within a common framework ol goals. From these
competing interests, and from the amlations of individuals, fwctioa
are derived. As the party struggles together againsi outsiders o
achieve its common purpases, there is a parallel struggle fiw prwer
inside the party, This intra-pany struggle is fully a3 serious and as
important & the greater one in the world outside, When the
Chinese Communists were admitied, on Sun Yai-sen's ovder, 1o
the Kuomintang, theey entcred the Parly as o ready-made faction,
and came to panicipate in readyv-made [acticnal conllics. Tt i
Lrue that the Communist faction atempied to make use of the Ledi
EMT te gain its own objectives within the Party; similarly, the
Left KMT made use of the Communists, with greal swcocss, 1o
acltieve its purposes. Properly read, T think, the lhstory ol this peried
showes that the Kwomintang was more sucresful in making nse o
the Commmunists than the Communisis were in making use of the
Kuomintang, and that the Lefi KT was more successful in
utilizing the Communist Gction than the Laler was in utilizing the
Len KMMT.

Tn deseribing the Left KMT as a faction, [ am fllowing Chincse
usage. To do se, T think, distocts the actuality of the Lefi KMT a
bit. The problem s that the Lefi KMT was wo more a coxlierent
entity than was the Kuomintang. One could think of the Left KMT
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as something other than a [Gotion, 'Fu:rh:p.s. as a '5uprr\-farti1:|1'|, i
alliance of factions, o emphasize its unstable natgre. [ s beer,
however, to continug i ihink of che Left KMT as a fction, with
rarelul notation of the Gact thay even factions have lactious, The
Left KM was then a collection of groups that wanied to ensure
that (he Left KMT contrelled the Pary, but esch group of which
wanied o control ihe Lefi KMT, Onee the lirst oliective had been
attaingd, the Left KAV quite naturally f2l] apart 21 the seams,
Those who disouss the Left KATT generally tlink of i1 primarily
ps it existed al the end, as the group that controlled the Wuhan
regimie in a7, ansder ahie legadershiip of WYWang g ool 1o
insist that the Wlin group was all there wis ol g Lol BKAT o
unhistorical; vne must sk ol the sitoation s casbloabis cieans

deptln, TLmay be right, I example, o deseribe the Loft KA 8

pnz7 wes A Cpillowesse spaffed with red gepsiersc 0o ghat
cecigindy no adeguate deserption ol the Lein BATE i geneval, The
dramatic conllict of 1gar betweesn she Wohas vgbn 8 W
Ching-wed mnd e Nanking iogime of Ll lamsink moves i
(rrese ] s g bactle e St and nghs o Wi iaibia me oo
strugele Tor Party power beoweens she pw clibel constitoent Gurms
of the Lelt KMT.

e of the major difficulties in understanding the Lefi KMT lies
in the definition o e term = Tefi ™ ; whai did it mean in e Chinese
romlext of the |1]m‘$? First ol all, we have in 1'-¢|:||-g||.i::r' ihat <= ™
and “right " as political deseriptions do sl devive oo ilie Cliucse
Fu:l“lin:_'ul rxpcr'.rnrr. Tlu:'_.' are termms evnbverd Doorn I",1|rn|'|:':||1 |r.11'1i:|-
IMETLEry r:pr_'rirnrr:, and were .'ip];l:lrl:-nl]'g.' introsdeereed 140 thye Chneese
scene b the Comnmuosis. [ have oever seen them ased Te Clonese
lelone the Cormemsosts h:g.ﬁ.l:‘l to pﬂrliriqﬁ'll-l" i Cilasese |:|l||i|i-|'s,
avd the terms were cereaanly ssed moee commondy L Cooeanndses
il Ly KM members. Koomintang beaders secm alwavs oo e
Ieeas copcasmsleortnlabe witl them. Sun Yat-sei, as Ge as T Rooss, never
used therns im oiney, Chiang Kai-sbek specifically Labelled the vsige
ol sueh divisive terms s one of the erimes commitied by the
Communiss against the KMT.2

Wing Ching-wei™s uwsage of these terms is inderesting, sinee e is
generally cousidered the Left KMT leader par excellence. Wang
never made a published reference to the terms until 19a6, Then,
althowgh dermonsieating that he knew the European parliamentary
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context of the terms, he chese to confuse the imue by citing an
ancient Chinese literary reference ;3

Han Chou-po el the saldiers: * Al in Favor of Lin, base your el
shonrlders ; all by G of Lis, bare your Fighs shoulders, " Al ghe salidiers
hared their Ieft glwabders; Lin was dhesgroved and Lig was resoored, We
can see that the termg “heft™ and “ right" cone: from very anciend
fimics

This pasage, T think, suggesis some peeulmrities aboar Wang's
leliism. Moresver, among the rare examples of Wang's uaige of the
term " left™ is & privace letier wreitien at the height of the Wuhan
regime. Inoil, Wang discluineed any knowledge of what the Leli
KMT was—precisely ar ibe moment he was being publicly pro-
claimed iis leader.d Lo s orue il e the next few vears Wang
allowed his friends o describe him as a leftisd, apparently hoping
o atiract support away lrom the Commuonisis. Alter ogq 1, however,
he abandoned this taciic; as his English-language spokesman,
T ang Leang-li, putit, the choice of the term * lelt ™ was undoriunaie
sinnee i1 smacked of Communism.” Alver that date, one seldom sees
the term used by KMT members except in attacks on Wang,
where it appears, derisively, as * the se-called lefz.”

Wang Ching-wei wore the leltist label very lightly indecd, so
lightly that we should know, even without the sid of his career, that
he was no genvine leftist. His lack of commitment, however, was
far from unigue—virtually every otler Kuominiang leader of the
1ga0’s wb one fimec or apother wore the same label with equal
unconcern, Through long years of usage in their Buropean context,
“left" and “right"” acquired meanings which are relative and
somewhat vague, In the Kuomintang, where their wsage was new,
the mcanings associated with them were much too precise. A KMT
lefist, by delinition, was wne who supported the Communist
a]l'l.a.llm;_a. ri;;hl.i:sl, o whoe uprmw] i from the |,;u.-,.ginni||.!;. [
ripda, whﬂl l]:l'.ll i.ﬁ:l:lr wias hrst n'lsﬂ,], \::rllml]}" every EMT leader
WS il I:ﬂ.isl:. "i-"l."a.ns' {:h'lng\-'l.w'l m:q,' |.1a1."l: |.1¢|:'r| Frlnls o’ l.|:'|.:: rare
cxrﬂpﬁnns b Ih'q: rllll:; |‘.-|:|l IJ'u:' riceq] |:||:vr|d'l'|i:r!|=r.|l uurl‘:r' rip;ﬁt'd-l.,
'EI.'I:IIH Ehi, WK LICR =:l;¢r|:|lin||: in Igze it wax o Ir:ﬂ.d'mg Id‘tl:u, ard
stoad as Li Ta-chao™s guaranior or admigsion to the Kuominiang.

This easy Hucluation between lell and right was possible because
the Communists fixed the defimton of ™ lefti=t ™ or "' rightis ™ on the
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ﬁnﬂc it of ihe KA T -Lsanmonisd allianee. Those ol Tavened
ihe nllimwe were beliis, (Fuose whe i||:r!.'r|'.uull il were qu_h[ixli I{ vhat
sanie had pussessed necesary sncial gomtent, (i bad been a geniine
test of ihe revolutionany pediiions of the vanous Teaders fn tle
Kuwuminiang, then the terminulogy woubd Dave lud sgnilicant
nu'uniug_ Sun Yotsen chose bo :I“:F with the Comnmunisis net beeanse
he approved of communism, but hecause be needod desperacels
ihe assistance ollered by Communists, Ciher Party members either
fullowed the same boic, or accepied the alliance o of loyvalty 10
Sunn, o ihought it could contrilmic to pecsonal or Betional advance-
yawenat ane he 1% Ih, '|_'||:'ip devamme had HTEH TR TE TS CE il mlesalos,
amel everyilieg oo wiile bwtiss.

As o maadies of tarties, e decision fe i [ujmari the alanee sl
he revicwed at any time, Whess connditious dhionged, BMT beaders
reeonwsiilerid regulady the taetical value of the alliaisge, and, a8 nin
ineTeasng inaimd ey withalyew ilvear sujaqeuri frwin ibe alwnee, thete
s T Eprm:ll.l:ll Tonge seciady alimelinar v 1l mooeslser oL loed e el
By iggpag, this drill bad bevinse siginilcant paongh g s ilee
cxmnning of e semin oo saghi winng,” B -Iu'-uluglﬁ Pt La LI T LI
those whe b pevier bebd that position, In the spring of (a7, il
Cummunitis were reluctantly foceed o add Chiang  Kaishel™s
pame to the bsi of new rightists; that summer, sirioally all tlie rea
of the obd lefiists fllowed Clisnng antn thar earegory, aad thee wis

.[“"7‘ H.!‘rr Hl.‘i.'l;'ll. curild Dsegasine Fp |igl|l:'t'll': [Litan I EL U Ll LLE S
l‘Funﬁlinn el nnllﬁng tr ey with there p]l'lllﬂ'nphiral I'I-'lhili"ll'l-. i
hal onby i elis wiitly theeir dlevisimes wii ane aspuad ol vesalinlponian
Lactis,

_'i.lminq Som Yat-sen's lletioe, the dnfi away hean the alliage:
wias insignificant. Sus rewarded twse whe Bvoenl bis poliey, aoel
Ihrl-l‘q.rrq'. aof leiipss like |asao {:lumﬂ-t':li. '“'.1.m5 Claiinz-wes el
{_ETIiﬁ:lJE’ Kai-slick Doomed, whibe those of CMad Cormende like e
Hap=min lunguished. 1o shoill ol sarprisng vt oppasition
to ihe Comsimimnist allance developed fira anscng chie 8 Wl Comrailes,
meii wihne power in e Pariy was already wellestaldished, 1
Han=min wiis Sun's ivsditioeal deputy and expeeted heirs e coukl
a0l ook with Gver on a disturhance of the power ammasgements in
the Party. Even tle Russion asdvisers (wlao Gailed 1o wnderstand
much of what was happening avonnd them) did ealize that
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Communists who obtained official KMT Party positions would
alienate those officials they disposcmed.® As long as Sun lived,
there was little percentage in oppesing him, however, and the dis-
possessed, the ihreatened, had o bide their time.

When Sun died carly in 1925, Hu Han-min expected to enter into
his inheritance. Since Hu was noticecably cool 1o the allisnce, the
Communists might be expecied to oppose his succosion to the
leadership. As one might expect, all lefiisis alse opposed Hu; but,
unexpectedly, not all rightists supporied  him. According to the
principles of factional conflict, o eppaing faction must be allowed
o become oo powerlul, and Hu's chomination of the Parry was no
maore palatable o most KMT rightists than to the leftisis. The
conflict in the EAMT that arse alter Sun's death was not one of kit
versis right, because the real imue involved was not that of the
Communist alliance, but one more important. [t was, who would
take power in the Party, and whome [actional supporters wionld
receive the spoils of victory, The alliance issue was of cripcial
significance only for the Communists; and it is nnly because we have
not given Kuomintang histery the autonomy it deserves that we
constantly misread that history by insisting that issues of importance
to the Communists were the ones that martered mose,

In the months afier Sun’s death, what we must call the real Ledt

AEMT was lormed with the purpese of bringing down Hu Han-min.
It was compsed of Liao Chung-k'ai’s civilian party supporters; the
small but growingly-important military fllowing of Chiang Kai-
shek; Wang Ching-wei; and mest of the significant warlords of the
Canton region. In June, this group pulked off a military coup at
Canton that left it in contral of the Party, i1s government, and its
military foeees.

Histaries of the Kuwomintang are peculiarly reticent about this
coup and the forees behind it. The best official hisiories pass it over
in sibence: the worst explain it by blaming it on the Comenunists.
“Borudin  contrelled evervthing” is the common dictwrn that
exonerates the beaders of the coup, [t is however, false; Borudin did
not contrel everything, and there is no indication that he was even
informed of the Canten eoup, There is no evidence that the Com-
muinists were in any way involved in the coup, and the group that
carvied it out had mwo neod of their aid—this Left KMT was no
paper tiger. It liad prestigious leadership, and bLoth political and
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military backing, Perhaps for that very reason, it was easier for the
dispessessed to blame the Communists than the real culprits, and
they publicly denounced the Communists, Among themselves,
they talked of assaminating Boreding but they shot Liao Chung-k"ai
instead.

Dy carly 1get, the Lefs KMT had sucoesslully read s opponents
oul of the Party and solidified i P, conteol, batafier Tiao Chung-
k'ai’s death a polarization of forees within the Lell developed. YWang
Ching-wei emerged in conteol of the Party apparans, and Chiang
Kai-shek in control of i milivary frces. Chiang chose wo demaon-
strate the superiority of military over civilian power in (iwenticth-
century China theough the Cliwgg-shan Gunboat coup early in
19z, when be forced Wang inte temporary exile and inserted his
own [riends into important Party positions, The Morthern Expedi-
tion, however, diluted Chiang's pewer and Wang was able o form
an uppostion allanoe, suppored by the Communisis, amd backed
by warlord military power. In the Wahan regioee, 1l resilis of
Chiang’s 1gefcoup were wimdane, and in retaliation Chiang declared
war an e Wuhan regime which he characterized as Comamnise-
dominatesd,

Chiang’s charges have gensrally been accepted by historians, and
Wang Ching-wei's denials of them discounted, The common
historical judgement argues that the Communisis controlled the

Wuhan regime through wha are called “key lower-echelon pesi-
tions,” a statement that somehow ignores the sill-more-kev upper
echelon positions solidly controlled by pure KMT leaders, Above
all, az Chiang Kai-shek and others repeatedly demonstrated, the
really key positions in Chinese politics were held by those wha
possessed military power, and there the Communists were hopelesslv
otclssed, ﬂ'hi.nng r..1.'5i|1l,' crished the Commundses, and s did he
W il |'¢gim= three mnnths later, 19 s worth nnling thit ['himigﬁ
attacks on ihe Woahao rl;:gimn '-'."."ﬂ:! |;|a|1“=|ed a tlozen VLTS e
by Wang's wartime charges of Coonmunist influence oo the
Chungking regime.

WWhat this fremulation suggests about the history of the Lelt EMT
ia that the wisleny Gwetional conilicis in the yvears after Sun Yat-sen's
death had wvery litile w do with either the activites of the Com-
miunisis or with ideological conflicts within the Kuomintang, Both
Chiang and Wang were leftists not because they favored radical
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solutions to social probldems—neither did—hut because bath favored,
for a time, the tactics of the Commuunist alliance, COn that ssue they
divided only over the proper moment for breaking the alliance.
They were not split on questions of weolagy, lor both were above
all else concerned with the problems of power—o who would
contral Ching, and who would control the Kuomintang,

That is not to deny that the Communists played a sigmilicant
role in Chinese history during the 1g20’s, [t is, rather, 1o attempt
i place proper limits on that mde, and a0 indicate the broades
significance of the Kuomintang for the history of this peried, T
explain the phenomenon of the Lefi KMT, it s more imporian
that we understand the processes of etional conflict in the KM
than that we Gdlow out Comintern promaosgements, or the cmakes
sereens thrown up by those involved in power struggles,
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