Yamakawaism aﬁd the
Japanese Communist Party

GEORGE M. BECKMANN
Unepersily of Kansas

Late in the winter of 1gz6-27 a small group of Japanese Com-
munisis made the long rip to Moscow o discoss with Comintern
officials the strategy and tactica of the Japanese Communist party.
The results of those discusmions are well known., They gave birth to
the so~called * July 1927 Theses,™ which were to provide an ideo-
logical foundation for Communist strategy in Japan over the next
few years.! The 1ga7 Theses Rollowed formulas laid down in the
1g2z Drall Platform for the most part; bul at the same time, there
was recognition of changing conditons in Japan. The Theses
pointed out, for example, that Japanese capitaliam had developed
with unusual rapidity and in contrast with Greal Britain and the
capitalist countries of Europe was “undoubtedly now on the rising
curve of development.” Japan, as a consequence, had been trans-
formed into a ** first-class imperialist power in Asia,”™ Yet, despite
these changing conditions, the Theses, like the 1922 Draft Pladiorm,
adhered to the concept of a two-stage revolution—one o complete
the bourgeois-democratic revolulion by destroving feudal remnanits,
and the other to achieve socialism by destroying capitalism. The
Japanese Comomunist party, sa the revolutionary vanguard of the
proletariat, was direcied to provide the leadership and organiza-
tional skills required to attain these goals.

The Comintern had called the Moscow meeting not only to
formulate party strategy but also to criticize two sireams of thought
that were iﬂ-tﬂtll'l.g' the character of the Japanese Communist
movement in general and of the Japanese Communist party in
particular, Thete have come o be known a3 “ Fukumotoism ™ and
“Yamakawaism," after the two influential intelleciual leaders
Fukumats Kazus and Yamakawa Hitoshi. The 1927 Theses
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condemned both,. Fukumoto bowed before the Comintern officials
and renounced hiz errors, Yamakawa, who had already abandoned
the party, was not willing to change a course which he strongly
felt to be more realistic in view of the peculiarities of the Japanese
eocial seene T

Yamakawn Hitoshi, born in Okayama Prefecture in 1880, was
one of the so-called Old Bolshevists in the Japanese left-wing
movement. Largely seli-educated, he became interested im the
various kinds of socialist thought that were beginning to influence
the [apaness inielleciual world at the turn of the cenbury, He was
a frequent contributor to various newly established lefi-wing
Journak and a political activist. His writings, directed againat the
ruling establishment, and his participation in the soclalist political
movement led to his arrest and imprisonment on four different
OCCRsiONS, in 1900, 1907, and twice in 1go8. His second arrest in 1908
and subsequent sentence to two years at hard labor probably pre-
vented him from being involved in the famous Kotoku treason case,

In 1910 the police arrested Kotoku Shusui, an anarchosyndicalist,
and a group of his followers, and charged them with plotting to
assaginate the Emperor Meiji. They were quickly conwvicted of
treason. Eleven of them, including Kotoku, were executed, and
another twelve were sentenced to life imprisonment. The incident
so shocked the Japanese people and so stimulated police suppression
that the entire lefi-wing movement was cast in & shadow from which
it did not emerge for a decade. Socialist leaders hardly dared risk
even publicizing their ideas. Some renounced their beliefe, Others,
like Katayama Sen, quit Japan and went to the United States or
to Eurcpe. But police suppremion as an instrument of state power
had another kind of impact on the lefi-wing movement. Leaders
like Sakal Toshihiko, Arahata Kanson, Osugi Sakae, and Yama-
kawa, who remained in Japan and quietly continued to work on
behall of the socialist cawse, were increasingly attracted to paths
of radicalisn—generally a mixture of anarchosyndicalism and
revolutionary Marxism,

The Japanese lefi-wing movement gained new life in the period
following World War I. The leadership, as earlier, was largely
intellectual, but in the new industrial Japan it had some foundation
in the reviving labor movement. The Socialisi League, established
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in December, 1920, included, for example, prewar socialists,
representatives from university student groups, labor leaders, and
members of various cultural associationa. The dominant ideas were
radical: anarchism, syndicalism, and Communism, the last of
which had begun to emerge as a distinct ideology following the
Bolshevik Revolwtion in Fussia.

Yamakaws was strongly influenced by the Rumian Bevolution
and soon became & convert to Commumizm. He followed develop=
ments in Russia as closely as he could in order to grasp what he
called " the realities of socialism.” He soon understood that Com-
munism was something very different from anarchosyndicalism,
and he came 1o believe that it provided a more practical approach
to the problem of transforming Japanese society. The coneept of
histarical inevitability and the initial successes of the Communists
in Rusia were added attractions. Along with Sakal Teshihiko, he
spread Communist ideas through articles and speeches among
intellectuals, especially university students, and to a much lesser
extent among kabor leaders. Those who grouped around Yamakawa
and Sakni were pot many in numbers, but they were ardently
devoted to the new radicalism.

This interest in Communism on the part of a small group of
Japanese intellectuals coincided with the plans of the Comintern to
establish & network of Communist parties in Asia. In i1g20 the
Comintern's Far Eastern Bureau at Shanghal made direct contact
with radicals ke Yamakawa, Sakai, and Osugi. But only Osugi,
the leader of anarchosyndicalist elements in Japan, was willing to
risk the dangers involved in consulting with Comintern represen-
tatives at Shanghai. He proved to be an unlikely convert to the
international Communist cause, The Far Eastern' Bureaun at
Shanghai again in 1921 made direct overtures to Yamakawa and
Sakai and this time found them amenable to the idea of forming &
* Japanecse branch of the Comintern.™? '

The first step toward the establishment of a Japanese Communist
party was taken in April, 1921, when Yamakawa and Sakai as
leaders joined with thres other veteran.socialists, Arahata Kanson,
Hashiura Tokio, and Yoshikawa Morikuni, and with Kondo Eizo,
Takatsu Seido, and Watanabe Mitsuzo to form a ** communist group.™
Sakal was elected chairman, and the others became members of an
executive committes, There was ne jdea of forming a political party
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at that time, As Arahata had made clear, discussion was confined
to “vague talk about establishing & communist propaganda group."#
Sakai and the committes, bowever, did want 1o establish relations
with the Far Eastern Burcau of the Comintern. They sent Kondo
as their representative to a Comintern-sponsored meeting at Shang-
hai and later dispatched two young converts, Takase Kiyeshi and
Tokuda Kyalchi, w the Far Eastern People's Congress held in
Russia in January, 1922,

After their return to Japan in May, 1922, Tokeda and Takase
took the lead in trying to persuade Yamakava, Sakai, and their
younger, more militant followers to form a Communist party. They
urged that a party be organized in time for recognition by the
Fourth Congres of the Comintern, scheduled to convene in
Movember, 1922, While Yamakawa and Sakai still questioned the
feasibility of establishing a political party, there was strong support
for the idea among their younger lllowers, members of the defunct
Enlightened People's Communist party® who had been released on
bail, and & small number of labor union leaders and members,
When Arahata Kanson responded affrmatively, Yamakawa and
Sakai acquicsced, although they continued to regard the move as
premature. Arahata has described the situation in his memoirs as
follows:

Anybow, os o result of the instructions which Tokuda and Takase
brought an their return home, the fevermh desire to onganize a Com-
miunist party grew and reached the point that the task conld not be gl
off for ven & day. From the frst, Sakai and other elder leadern seemmod
io have iaken the prudent atbtude that & Comunist propaganda
group should be formed to spread ideas widely among labor unions
befgre the formation of a party on & popular basis, In addition, they
may have entertnined a tincture of mmsgiving because of Kondo's recent
blunders. This may be the reason that they were [Later] criticiaed for
favering spontaneity of follewing the masses, and sven at that time they
may have made most of the unexperienced young comrades feel dis-
satisfied with themn. This was no wonder because the older veteram,
wiho had survived the many years of repression and persecution, were
prudent, il not cowardly, about everyihing, while the juniors, under the
spell of the illusion that revolubon might eceur the very next day,
wanied to form a party quickly. MNaturally there were cleavage,
Thinking that there would be an eacly revolution, 1, for one, helped to
kindle the fire for the immediate crganization of & Communic party.
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The Japanese Communist party was formally organized on July
15, 1922, at a secret meeting in Takase's house in Tokyo. The
meeting has come o be regarded as the fimt party convention,
although only a small group was in attendance. Sakai was named
chairman; and ¥amakawa, Arahata, Yoshikawa, Hashiura, Tokuda,
and Takawsu, members of an executive committee. The group
adopted a tentative comstitution based upon that of the British
Communist party; in fact, the constitution was disguised to appear
to be that of the British Communist party. It conformed to the -
twenty-one conditions for admission to the Comintern as determined
by that body’s Second Gongress in 1920, The new party pledged
“tn act positively as a branch of the Comintern and as a leader of
the revolutionary movement for the proletariat,™ 7

The party, whose membership in these early years rarely excoeded
fifty in number, succeeded to much of the sectarian character of the
radical left-wing movement, In fact, it was hardly a party at all in
the sense of a unified organization with an accepted platform and
operational tactics. There was no solidarity. There was no effective
central leadership, and party members continued to work primarily
in their own cliques, the most influential of which were the intellec-
tual and publishing circles around Yamakawa and Sakai, Only a
few members held important positions in the labor movement and
spread Communist influence in it. The youthful Nosaka Sanzo, whio
returned to Japan from Moscow in the spring of 1922, was head of
the International Section of Sodomei and became leader of a group
called the Labor Scheol Society, a Communist cell. Sugiura
Keiichi headed a Communist cell among the machinisis, and Yama-
moto Kenzo among the steelworkers. Perhaps the most effective of
the Communist labor leaders was Watanabe Masanosuke, head of
the Nankatsu Labor Association, which organized small-scale
industry in the poorer sections of Tokyo.

Since the Japanese Communist party was organized in secret,
there were no public declarations associated with its name. But
Communists as individuals or as members of small cliques actively
contributed to various journals, which tended to serve as semi-
official organs of the party. Fanguard and The Proleiarial were quite
similar, devoted primarily to current affairs, Studies in Socializm was
generally more theoretical and concentrated on lefi-wing ideclogical
developments abroad. Later, in Aprl, 1023, thee three journaks
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meerged to form Red Flag, which wes more like & true party organ.
Communist labor leaders like Nosaka published in such journals
a8 Labor and Workers" News,

Yamakawa proved o be the most influeniial of the Comenanisi
writers. His understanding of Marxism, which was matched only
by that of Sakal, and his knowledge of European history, especially
of the Russian Revolution, helped 1o place him in the pesition of
llﬂdm!prtrthmin Hiz views came the closei to h:ih.g'l‘heequiv-
alent nfp.lurl}rdn!nu. T‘]lkm::rl.lihl}r true in the cose of his
influential treatise  Change of Direction in the Proletarian Move-
ment,”" which appeared in the Joly-August 1922 imue of Fanguard,

Yamakawa began his treatise with the statement that “the
proletarian movernent arises from a movement of a small number
of persons whio have become clas conscious earlier than the masges. ™
and went on to expand upon this as follows: ¥

Ths period s ome in which the few forerunmerss must, first of all,
certainly make sure of themselves and ascertain the objectives of the
proletarian movement. This small group moreasingly punifies its ideas
and increasingly fally understands them. Ity cluss consciouiness fe-
comes clearer, and ity idess regarding the capitalst system became
desper, Wholeheartedly it rashes divectly toward the natural con-
chaion, It wrrives at the clear end definite thought that there can be
no emancipation of the proletariat other than by the destroction of
the capitalist syatem, Tt will act in the firm belief that 3 movement for
Enprphiuglmnﬂl;lcd.lﬂfﬁk'utﬂdm.ﬂﬂnthemﬂnhuﬂl:ﬂmu
Jthzfﬁwmmwiﬂhncminuﬂing!yndklludmm
incressingly & revelationary coloring.
According to Yamakawa, when these militant elements who,
although small in number, “are ready to take drastic action hased
on drastic ideas,” umite in some form, “the proletarian movement
will take its first step forward.” In his judgment, the Japanese
probetarian movement had already taken this first step. He demon-
strated this by separate analysis of the “two aspects of the probe-
tarian movement—the socialist movement and the labor union
movement.” He began with the socialist movement as follows:

The past twenty yean have beem a period in which the |apanese
socialisl moverment seperabed from the proletarian mases and made
cerialn of s own position, This was & necessary process in onder to
bisibd up the ideas, idealogy, and views of the proletariat itself at & time
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npilditiﬂ.uﬂ.aﬂyl.ﬁdm,m]wu: socizlEr movEment
ws sucoessfil in this It has thas been based on the principles of clas
struggle and revolution throaghout the past twenty yeam, It i safe to
say that the thinking of the Japance sorialat movement has never been
mixed with comprosmising views, opportunism, or reformism, Perhapa
nee ome has been looking more m-muhhlv'hnmdﬂﬂﬁnﬂgm!ﬂ'
destrorying capitalivn than the Jopanese socialiss,
Yamakawa pointed out that the socialist movement was, however,
based upon the commitment of a very small group, and he lamented
that in perfecting its idealogy, it paid a high price™ and became
* parted from the masses.” He conceded that * the socialist movement
has had to grow in unfavorable circumstances without parallel in
the world,"” but still he wed strong words:

Ten or twenty enthusiasty ged together, dream abowt the next day of
revolution, and make big talk, and st best they would satisfy their
“rebelliow spinit " by taking * revelationary sctlon' agalnst a police-
mean and spending & ndght unider police dedenthon, Allhogh they reject
the capitalist sysiem, they acrually do not lay even o finger on fit, As
lomg 8 they adhere o mch & passive attitwde, they botome mare
isolated from the prolotarian mases, although the socialinn movement
becomes more purified B terms of s ideology. Although suwch an
allitude B the ideal of ndhilists, it should Bever, of coarse, be the
aititude of the wcialst movernent or of the mas movement of the
proletanat. We have certainly fallen into this mistake.

He said muich the same thing about the labor unbon movement;

The total memberahip of labor undons is wery small, and the number of
central and active clements ia even smaller, The Japanese Eabor wmicn
meyement indyy, inatead of being & mam movement of the proletariat,
heas for the mest pari the character of & movement of & small number of
forerunners. These fwrerunners, although small in numbers, are not in
ihe alighiest degree inferfor, compared to foreign labor union move-
mends which have historics of anc hundred or one hondred and fificy
years, in terma of clear clas comsciounen, the perfection of ideclogy,
and the purification of it Bui at the spme time, (o the exient that they
have perfected and purified their ideclogy, these few forerunners of the
proletariat are spart from the ordinary union members sround them
and even more s from the mases of the working cass.

Yamakawa had set the stage for his call for “a change of
direction.” He asked that the small vanguard * take its perfected,
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purified ideology amd once again enter among the mames which
were left far behind, “Into the Masses!' must be the slogan of the
proletarian movement.” He then went on to define whar he meant ;

v I the second period of the proletarian movement, we Mt -
mistaknbly see what the mases actually demand, although we must
al the same time keep the fnal goal of the proletarian movement in
sight all the more cearly, Our movernent must be based on the present
demands of the mases. Our goal is the destroction of capitalisn, We
know that amy refbem short of that con never liberate ug, But il the
proletarian masscs demand the improvement of their immediate daiby
life rnther than the destruction of capitalism, our present movement
mst be based on ths popular demand, We know that production must
be controlled by producens themselves, Bui i the proletarian masses
mow demand only an increase by ten sen o day i their wages instead
of comtrol of production, our present movement must be based on thia
concrete demand, Our movement must be built on the concrets
demands of the masses, and it must draw sirength from them, I this
not & Bl from the prnciples of revolution 6 refoemSm? This i
certainly not the case. This is because there can be no revolutionary
corriuct molated from the conduet of the masses: and there can be no
i movemsent separate from the concrete demands of the mases,
The difference between the principles of revolution and reformism
lies not in the point of whether we concede or do not concede 1o the
concrete demands of the masses In the daily movement, but whether we
endeavor or not ie elevate the conerete demands to & comcrete maove-
ment and & conerete struggle and advance to the final gosl,

As a result of our concession to concrete demands in order to take an
uncompromising attitude toward the enemy, we mut from oday ke
all the more seriowsly the movement representing the present interests
of the proletarion mases, the movement for improving their current
life, and the moverment which has as its goal partial wictory, In other
words, our movement musl beeome more practical.

Yamakawa also made it clear that the proletarian movement
could not remain indifferent to bourgeois government. “On any
front where capitalism expresses authority and control, we must
move on from the agtitude of simple refection to an attitude of
positive struggle on behalf of all questions affecting the actual life
of the proletarian masses,.™

s« The political front i the place where the authority and control of
the bowrgeodsie find their most naked and divect expression. I the
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proletaran movemenl onky rejects bounposds politics [denlogically amd
remaims indifferent 0 all political matters, it will be cvading a struggle
agminst the bourgeome on the polithal front. To smply repect the
slighitest imgury to it If the proletarat truly repects boangesas politics,
it mist not be ssmply passve; there must be a pmitive regection, [n
other words, the proletaniat mst fight bourgeons government poshiivedy.
It rnast put wp praletarian politics against boungeois politics.
Yamakawa did not define what he called * proletarian politics™ in
terms of political tactics, i.e., suffrage and political parties, but he
did wery briefly in terms of political demands.
In this connection, howewer, the labor undon movement of Japan has
recently been undergning a remarkable change. One slogan of thi
year's May Day was the demmand for the recognition of Worken" smd
Peasamts' Rusia. This was obviously a political demand of the prole-
tariat. The demands concerning the rights of living, settlement of the
unermployment problem, and the recent oppoition to the Radicals
Control Bill—these are all political demands since they are all demaneds
on the state by the working class. Thus it is safe to say that they consti-
tute the political movement of the proletariat.

Yamakawa concluded his ireatise with a summary of his main
points and with the following warning :

“Inte the Masses! ™ However, at the same tme we must aot dissalve
ouriehaes into the mases who arc still wnder the spiritual conteol of
capitaliomn, If the small vanguard, which has taken the firit step with
so much difficully, dissobves itself into the masses, it will not be a sep
forward by the proletarian movement but a fall from revolutionary
principles to reformism and alse epportunzm.

The official lore of the Japancse Communist party holds that
Yamakawa wrole this treatise on party orders in order o explain
the two slogans *' Advance into the Masses™ and " Advance Toward
a Political Biruggle,” bath ol which had been adopted by the Third
Congress af ithe Comintern In 1921.* Yamakawa has denled that the
party inatructed him to prepace it, and Arahata, in his memoirs,
supporis his contention!® The time relationship between the
inaugural meeting of the party and the publication of the reatise
aleo tends to support Yamakawa,11

Yet It would be foodhardy to hold that Yamakawa was not in-
fluenced by Comintern declarations, especially when they reinforced
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his deep concern about the course of development of the Japanese
proletarian movement. He wrote later that he had had the im-
pression that the movement was largely one in which “those
defeated in the competition of capitalist socicty as well as stragglers,
cynica, and grumblers Bocked together to indulge in tall talking for
sell-complacency.” 18 He strongly opposed this tendency, and kike
Osugi Sakae, he attacked the intellectual penchant for abstract
theory. His emphasis upon the need to link the labor and socialist
movements with the everyday demands of the masses influenced
radical and moderate lefiisy alike. He was capecially anxioos to
free labor leaders fom the hold of anarchosyndicalisem and therelore
stressed the political role o be played by the proletariat. He was not
clear, however, a5 to the nature of that mole, for be continued o
advise the proletariat to put no faith in padiamentarianism and o
abstain from voting should universal suffrage become a realivy 18

As for the vanguard, or Communist party, he viewed it as 2 small
but expanding group of Marxists which would seek to develop a
mass base through its support of the popular demands of workers and
at the same time gradually w impose it leadership on the pro-
letarian movement as class-consciousness decpened among the
working class. The revolution, led by the vanguard but based upon
a solid foundadon of mass support, would be the natural culmination
of this process.

Yamakawa was a littke clearer with regard o tactica in an article
published in the August issue of Emencipation.'s In this case, his
thinking was quite clearly influenced by general Comintern
instructions regarding the need to establish a united front among
labor unions. The Executive Comimdttes of the Comintern had taken
a position in support of united fronta in labor movements in
December, 1g21, and the Cemral Executive Committes of the Red
International of Trade Unions, or the Profintern, issuwed & declara-
tion on united fronts in January, 1992, Yamakawa was aware of
their content; in fact, a summary of them had been translated into
Japanese by Nishi Masao and was published in the July 1922 issue
of Spudier fn Sodglimm, Yamakawa wrged the establishment of a
united front in the labor movernent as a means to mobilize the
working masses and to develop clas-comsciowness among them.
He insgsted that this would not lead necessarily to compromise and
alliance with * reformist, social democratic, or bureaucratic leaders
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of labor unions™ He argued that the Communist party had tn
preserve its independence and therefore explicitly called upon it tn
criticize the policies of * reformist and buresueratic labor leaders
What he was asking proved to be difficult, if not impossible,
to achieve under the conditions existing in the Japanese labor
movement.

The Fourth Congress of the Comintern recognized the Japanese
Communist party as a branch of the imternational Communist
movement, and & special committes on Japan formulated a Diraft
Platform for action by the party in Japan. There is no evidence that
the Japanese delegates played any role in its actual preparation,13
although Katayama Sen wis probably consulted. The platform was
the produet of the collective will of the Comintern officials, especially
Bukharin, Zinoviev, Radek, and even Lenin and Trotsky,

The Draft Matform? began with an anahwis of the stage of
development of Japanese society. This was no simple task because
Japan did not fit the clasic Marxist European pattern of industrial
societes, nor was it in the pattern of Asjan or African colonial
socleties. At the outset, therefore, the Japaness Communist party
was warnied “to take into consideration the peculiarities In the
development of Japanese capitaliom,” Peculiarities were defined as
characteristics of former feudal relationships. " The greater part of
the land is inday in the hands of semi-feudal big landlords; moreover,
the biggest of these is the emperor.” The draft went on to describe
the conserqquences of this with regard to the nature of the Japanese
state and the current political struggle in greater detail as follows:

v oo Remnants of feudal relatiorahips are manifested in the structure
of the atate which & contralled by & bloc conststing of a definite part of
the commercial and industrial capialise and of the big landiords, The
scmi-feudal character of state power iy clearly shown in the important
andl leading role of the Peers and in the basic features of the constitu-
thion. Under such conditions the opposition to state power emanates
not only from the working clas, peasants, and petty bourgechis but
alio froen a great segment of the liberalistic bourgenisie who are also
oppmed o the existing povemmen.

With the continuing developrent of capitaliom, the political de-
mands of the liberalistic oppeosition have increased, These dernands
concentrate upon the right of universal suffrage ond the democratiza-
tion of state power. Cin the ather hand the forceful development of
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working class and the great mass of peasants into the pruggle. Thus
the mzses become an active political factor in the life of the country.
mmmkdtpmhﬁzpnmtph;ﬂwhjﬂu
decline of Japanese indusiry has intenaified even more the clas struggle
and political crisi throughout Japan. Under such circumstances the
eourse of social development points toward the revolutionary everthrow
of the existing political system, agaimt which a variety of social forces
and clsases are united. Sinee dhe compiletion of the boargends revelution in
[peasmnis, whe have ar tuir aim the abolition of farm rend, §f con be @ diret
preluds to the prolatavian recolution, whish hos o5 ity wims the overthrosy of
Bousrgenis camtrad and the realization of proletarion dictatorship. [Ttakics added.]
The Japanese Communist party was directed to make every
effort Lo mohbilize all social forces capable of carrying on the struggle
against the existing government. For according to the Dralt
Platform, ** the overthrow of the existing government is an inevitable
stage in the struggle of the working class 1o achieve dictatorship.”
T"Iﬁ Dr.l.'Ft Platform specifically called for the “abolition of the
system.” “Omly after this first direct task has been ful-
filled . . . must the Japanese Communist Party strive to advance the
nevnlul.iﬂn. deepen it, and make efforts toward the acquisition of
power by soviets of workers and peasants.” It was to be Rusia in
1gry all ower again!
The Draft Platform in closing emphasized the crucial role of the
party:
It b the duty of the party te wse every means for gainmg influence
among the manmes of peasants, particulerly the poor peassats, As for
the movement of the bourgeolsie againat the government, the party
s make use of it, while ruthlessly criticizing all contradictions in its
activity and disclosing any scts of treachery which the bberaliatic
'bmrwh::uhnmdhm“ﬂﬂthmfﬂ:nfdmmd'lh
working rlus.

All ithis advice was a combination of Leninism and classcal
Marxist thinking. Lenin, like his revolutionary progenitor, had
insisted that precapitalist Rusia had w0 experience a capitalist,
democratic revolution before it could undergo a proletanian,
socialist revolution. He broke new ground with his call for action by
the proletariat before the time for a socialist revolution had arrived.
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He insisted that the party of the proletariat should conduct the
class siruggle not only in opposition to the bourgeois democracy
which would result from the democratic revolution but abo by
itsell participating inm that revolution and guiding it in a direction
that would make the later transition to socialism casier, This being
the case, the party needed two prograoms : a maximum program snd
& minimum program. 1he former would deal with the principal
nim of the proletarian party, the socialist revolation—the owerthrow
of the power of the capitalists and the establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. The latter would deal with the immediate
aims of the party, aims to be achieved before the socialist revolution
—democratization and the improvement of economic conditions
for the masses,'? This was a strategy to enable the proletarian party
nulmh‘tu“ptur:]ﬂ.d:nﬂpnfth:p_nlm,wlmbf
definition could ot be expected to aspire o Marxist aims, bat also
to form temporary alliances with other political groups like the
urban petty bourgeoisic, The immediate objective was in the case
of Japan to eliminate the vestiges of feudalism and complete the
bourgeois-democratic revolution as a necessary stage in the revolu-
lionary process.

The Japaness Communist party did not formally consider the
Dreaft Platform until March, 1929, when it ealled a special meeting,
which was attended by some twenty-three members, The discussion
Iocuwsed on two major topics: (1) revolutionary strategy, incloding
the question of abolition of the imperial system, and (1) political
action tactics, Discusmion of the nature of the coming revolution
was heated, and no conclosion was reached, One group argued that,
in view of the rapid development of capitalism in Japan, the revalu-
tion would have to be & proletarian one. Another supported the
Diraft Platform line of & bourgeois-democratic revolution in which
workers and peasants would play an active role. Sakai Toshihiko
tried to prevent discussion of the question of the abolition of the
imperial system, explaining that the gquestion of the emperor was
already well understood. Mindful of the past, he warned that it
might unnecessarily create “victime.” Like moat of the older
Bobhevists, he had been careful 1o avoid discussion of the emperor.
Some of the younger party members, however, had ne qualmss about
attacking thal augusi institution. 19 In the end, the meeting approved
th:dunuﬂﬁ:fih:ﬁbn“ﬁ:ﬂnfﬂ:zimpnﬂqrﬂuhuahf
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objective, but there was general agreement not to inclade it in any
statement of immediate action policy, ¥

Mo decision was reached, however, on a political action policy
for the party. The most presing issue that confronted the party
was that of the universal suffrage movement, but there was no
consensus, Sakai, for example, favored participation in the aniversal
suffrage movement and representation of & legal proletarian party
in the diet. Others opposed this view and advocated boycott of the
meovement. The former position had wider support; largely from two
groups a3 follows: one, those party members like Tokuda Kyuichi
who were anxiows to follow the bead of the Comintern, and the other,
those like Akamatsu Katsumaro who were leaning more toward the
social democratic position of reform through parliamentary action.
The oppmition to participation in the universal suffrage movement
came largely from the followers of Yamakawa Hitoshi. ®® Yamakawa,
unable to overcomme his anarchonyndicalist heritage, argued 11 that
“to enter parfiament” was not necessarily the only way o fight the
political power of the bourgeoisie. ¥ Somelimes it is more effective
not to enter the parliament.” What then did he advise?

What then is the actusl siteation in Japan ? In this regard, | have stated
my personal wiews in the article, " Universal Suffrage and Proletarian
Tactia.” 1 for one believe that in the pctusl circumstancs of Japan
to abstain from woling, to boycou woting, provides more effective
palitical opposition than vating, But there i one condition (o this.
Almtention momt mean someshing more than simple political in-
difference or negative rejection. There must be the prospect that it
will grow into & poaitive maa movement.

He called this the " true spirit of the change of direction,”

There was general agreement that it was necessary to establish
a legal party based upon workers and peasants. In the minds of
party members, there was no contradiction between the exisience
of & Communist party and a legal mass party, although they could
not agree on the role to be played by the latter in the kind of
revolutionary process described by the Draft Pladorm, And how
the Communist party was to be related organizationally to such a
party was a question left unanswered, if not untouched, This was no
doubt a reflection of Yamakawa's failure to relate the vanguard to a
joint front party,
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Cruite clearly, then, the Japanese Communist party was unable
to reach decisions on key issues raised by the Draft Pladorm, The
party decided to discuss the Ddraft Platform again at a meeting
scheduled for April, 1929, but this was mot done. Shordy there-
after the party began to feel the full impact of suppression by the
stabe.

Suppression, especially the June, 1925, arrests of party members, 32
and the prospect of universal suffrage,® which tended o increase
factionalism within the party—the government policies of “ whip
and candy"—ultimately forced the dissolution of the Japanese
Commumnist party. While there is some disagreement regarding the
attitudes of a number of party members, there can be no doubt that
Yamakawa and Sakai no longer saw the need for an [llegal Come-
mumist party, The influence of Yamakawa was probably decisive.
Yamakawa believed that conditions in Japan were not ripe for the
establshment of 8 Communist party, It was necessary first, he
argued, 1o lay certain foundations by concentrating upon the
development of mass organizations like labor unions, peasant
associations, and student federations. He was convinced that an
illegal party could not do this effectively, for it tended to separate
the vanguard from the masses and to invile persecution by the
state, He advised his comrades instead to work through mass
organizations and a legal proletarian party, secking thereby to
create conditions for a mass Communist party at a later date.
Lastly, he reluctantly acknowledged the defeat of his abstention
theory and advised the proletariat to utilize its right to vote in the
event of the establishment of universal suffrage.® Talk about
disclution became increasingly widespread among party members
during the awtumn of 1g29,%% and the decision to dissolve the party
was formally made at a meeting in February, 1gag.

Yamakawa held to this position and played no role in the efforts
to reestablish the Japaness Communist party during the next few
yvears, He did not rejoin the party when it was formed again in
December, 1926, His ideas continued to be influential especially as
guides for the proletarian party movernent, And for that reason,
they were constantly under attack by the Comintern officials and
by new and younger Communist theorists like Fukumoio Kazuo.
The 1927 Theses made the Communist position on Yamakawaism
crystal clear, The Theses branded Yamakawaism az a kind of
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“liquidatorianism™ against which the Japaness Communist party
had to fight. It stated as follows:

Ome of the principal ervors af the Japaness Commundst leadership
comaigted in the underotimation and misusderstanding of the rale of
the Communist party, and in the undersstimation of is specific im-
poriance it the labor movement. The idea that the Communist party
can in any respect be sabstituted by Left trade union factions or o
broad worken' and peasanis' party is fomdamentally wrong and
apportunigtic. Without n independent, ideclogically swmd, disci-
plined and ceniralized mass Comominist party there can be oo vic-
bgusdatory tendencies, particularly thase which found their expresson
in Comrade Hoshi [Yomakawa's] policy is therefare the fimt task of
the Japanese Commumises. Just s in the straggle of all toder, it i
mecessary in the interests of ol that the most advanced revolutionary
section, the working class, should ke the leadership, it is also neces-
sary that in the interests of the struggle of the working clem, the
Communist party, its revolutionary vanguand, should take the lead,

Yamakawa joined with his old comrades Sakai and Arahata and
with younger intellectuals like Inomata Tsunao to publish a new
"theoretical journal of militant Marcit,"” called Laber-Former, The
first issue appeared in December, 1g27. This group, known as the
Labor-Farmer fction, constituted the extreme left of the legal
proletarian movement in the prewar period. Yamakawa and
Inomaia were the most influential theorisis in the group and
developed its basic strategy and tactics.

Yamakawa was very clear about the basic task of the proletariat 24
“The object of the present political struggle is the political power
of the imperiakist bourgeoisie, This is almost explicit. The Get that
the present stage of capitalism in our country is the period of
mondpoly finance capitalism generally implies this . . . I denounce
those who do not recognize this as protectors of the bourgenisie.” He
moved directly from an analysis of the present stage of Japanese
capitalism to a definition of political power, He began by tracing the
historical process by which bourgecis government came into
existence, According to his interpretation, the Meiji Restoration
wis basically a bourgeois revolution against absolutism ; but because
the bourgeoisic was weak, the lower samurai played the major part
in it. They stood on the economic basis of the newly rising bourgeoisie
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and represented the latter’s clas interests. Their bureancratic clan
government was not a democratic government, particular to the
bourgeoisie, but a transitional, middle government. Yamakawa
explained that subsequently a complete bourgeois government did
come into existence. “ The bureaveracy and the military clique at
one time seemed to be growing into a foree opposed to the bour-
geolsie, but, without an economic foundation of their own, they
were quickly amimilated by the bourgeoisie.” He went on in this
wein as follows :

I bave described the procss af the esablishment of bourgeois political
power historically and theoretically. 1 warmed that st present the
beurgeoisic hay amimilated power left over from absclutism and
despotism, In evidence of this, the Howse of Poers and Privy Council
have becneme part of bourgeois political power, Secondly, the landlord
class Is completely subordinate to the bourgeolsie, Thirdly, the political
power of the upper strata of the petty bourgeodsie hes rapidly lost it
Mmmmﬂmdfmﬂrﬁmmumh
palitical power of the big bourgeaisie. Fourthly, as for the recent uni-
versal election, the bourgeoisie has spread its influcsee umong people
of all social srate and tried to place them under it leadernhip,

He characterized the bourgeoisic as *'a reactionary imperialist
force,” corresponding to the stage of imperiakiam in world capital-
ism., He inssted that the Communist clasification of the Selyukai
as a landlord party and of the Kenseikai as & party of urban com-
mercial and industrial interests was no longer valid, ¥ The decisive
factor wday is the international differences within monopoly
finance capitalism."

What, then, was the task of the proletariat and its vanguard ?
According to Yamakawa, it was to take up the demand for de-
mocracy, which the bourgeoisie had abandoned, and struggle for it,
thercby providing the fundamental conditions for socialism. To
this end, the proletariat and its vanguard had to mobilize all classes
and social groups opposed to the imperialist bourgeoisie, including
the lower strata of the petty bourgeoisie, to form a powerful anti-
bourgeois front and political force. What he had in mind was the
creation of & single mam political party as the instrument of revolu-
tion. " And depending upon the development of the struggle against
the reactionary bourgeoisic and depending upon a decisive victory
in a decisive struggle developing and continuing from it, the duty af
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the proletariat and its vanguard is to establish the bagic conditions
for the transition from capitalism to a new social order.,”

The position of the Labor-Farmer faction as developed by
Yamakawa, Inomata, and others challenged both the strategy and
tactics of the Japanese Communist party in two fundamental ways,
By denying the existence of feudal remnants and focusing upon &
gingle revolution against the bourgeoisie, they removed the need w0
attack the imperial system and thereby were able to remain a legal
segment of the left-wing movement. And, with the sole exception of
Inomata, the members of the faction minimized or denied the need
for a Communist party, emphasizing instead a mass party of workers
and peasants which would constitute a united front against the
despatic, imperialist bourgeoisie.

Yamakawaism survived, then, as the basie stravegy and tactics of
the Labor-Farmer faction. Yet, while legal, the Labor-Farmer
faction tended to be isolated from the mainstream of the lefi-wing
mevement becanse of fis docirinal extremiam, The mainstream
continued to move to the right, and this trend was even more
pronounced after the Manchurian Incident. At the same time, the
Japanese government, influenced increasingly by the military, was
determined to eliminate revolutionary groups of all kinds, The
outhreak of hostilities in China in July, 1957, scaled the fate of
revolutionary critics. Yamakawa, Inomata, Arahata, and others of
the Labos-Farmer faction were arrested and joined their former
Commundst comrades in jall in December of that year.
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