Introduction

Contemparary Asia is a mixtore of traditions and inertia, aspira-
tioms and frustrations, reforms and revolutions, From che studies
preseoied in this volume one gets giimpses of the complexitics of
Agian society, the deep, diverse, and often conflicting strains of
thsonight, some manifestations of external pressures which helped
trigger and fecd new ndtionalist eentiments, and the enovmity of
the problems of natinnal and social reconstruction.

Chne of the most ancient of belief which sill govern the life and
attitudes of millions of [ndians is the concept of S3amsdra, which
according o Father Francis J. Cocley, 5], provides a eyclic view of
cosmalogy closely relaved o the theology ol relncamauon. Father
Corley debves into the Vedic literature to trace the begmnings of
the Sammsdra ddea, an enterprise which draws vpon his impresave
erudition and cormaderable semantic skills. He 15 currenily protesor
and director of the Institute on Asia, Saint Lows University,

An intimate examination of the Anancial records and adeninistra=
tion of a contemporary Hindu monastery and its related temple
provides us with one concrete measure of the gap between tradition
and modernity, This study by Profesor James Luther Martin is
based to & large extent on information he gathered through personal
interviews with many of the personnel described,. He conducted his
ficld siwdy in South India, 1963-1964, as a Fellow of the American
Institute of Indian Studics. He s professor of religion and oo-
ordinater of Mon-Western Studies at Denison University,

In contrast to the relatively unchanging ideas and institutions of
Hinduism, Buddhism in many Asian countries has sought to pro-
wide inspiration and leadership o the multitude of people who seek
identity and personal dignity in the rapadly changing social en-
vironment of the ewentieth century, Often beadership has been threst
upon Buddhism by harased peoples, forcing the religious hicearehy
o re-examine their theology, their immediate objectives, and theiv
robes and responsibili lies.

The resurgence of Buddhism in India and Ceylon dites back 1o
the late nineteenth century, acoording to Robert ], Miller, professor
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of anthmpology ar the Univesity of Wisconsin, Professer Miller
fmcs that the reactivaion of interest tn Buddhism in these countries
imay be atiribmable o part e the scholarly investigations of
Westerners. Muoch of Miller's inguiry is based on leld research in
India,

Miss Eleanor Zellict studied for a vear and a half, 1964 1965, in
India 2s a Junicr Fellow of the American Asscciation of Indian
Spadies. Most of her work was carried on in Maharashiea, where she
gathered material on L, Ambedkar, the greae leader of the Lin-
tonchaldes, Miss Zellvot sugrests that there is a relationship between
[, Ambedkar’s constant search for means o uplifi the Mahar
Untonchables and his pradual atraction and evenoual conversion
to Buddhizsm., Miss Zelliog is completing her Ph,IY diseriation on
the life of Ambedkar at the University of Pennsylvania, Her en-
larged study of Buddhism and politics in Maharashora will appear in
the fortheoming velume Sefigion and Pelities v Tudia, edited by
Dionabkd E. Smith.

The pre-War phicnomenon of the wrn of LTodia® secially umder-
privileged we Buddhism finds itz counterpart in contcmpsrary
Japan. The 56ka Gakkai appealk w the kess well cducated, coonomi-
cally imsecure Japanesie who are caught on the fringes of a society
undergeing rapad wehnological transformation. This medem off-
shoot o the Nichiren seer of Buddlusm profeses a sew “value
ercation” philossphy which clarms cewards for behievers o thelr
present temposal D,

The suecess of the 55ka Gakkar both in gaining converts and in
winming pohitical clections has attracted world=-wide attention and
caused sume apprehension. Dr. David J. Heselgrave, Chairman of
the Thvision of Misions, Triniy Evangelical Divinigy School, gives
a sketch of the rise of the S6ka Gakkai and its fechniques of propagas
fion. Professor BMinorn Kivota of the University of Wisconsin in a
complementarvy study sagoresis some of the stremgrths and weaknesses
ol present-day Japanese Buddhism, His asessment is based on long
vears of study and residence in Japan.

Religious and culiwral differences among the peoples of Southeast
Asia comstifule major ohstacles for political lewders who desire o
create national moity. The stwdics by Professor M. Ladd Thomas
and Professor Bebert O, Tilman both emphasize the difficulties of
reconciling mosdern nationalism with cultural provincialism, In
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Thailand the “Thai-Islam'™ are an Islamic m'mnril._'!.' imoa pre-
dominantly Theravada Buddhast p-n:pul:.l:i-l:ln, while in M.:il.;nl,-si:.\
the Hua-ch'isn (Cherseas Chinese) are s Confiocinn-oriented minor-
ity among Iddamic Malays. The Thai-Tslam pose an irredentist
threat, while the Hus-ch'iao community is not entirely devoid of
Chinese chanvinism, Both suthors are concerned with the problem
of political secialization of these minority groups, and their accounts
have relevance 149 ascsments of fuoure stabilicy in these counries.

Professor Thomas is in the department of political science and iz
co~ordinator of the Southeast Asiun Studies program at Morthern
Hlinois University, He has spent five vears in field research in
Southeast Adia and has written extensively on the politice and
administeation of various Southesst Asian eountries, His modr
recent article, "WValue Systems and Administravive Behavior in
Southeast Asia: Roadblock to National Development,”™ appeared in
Lngled Asie, July-August, 1065; and his monograph Soerfeast s is
scheduled Jor publication in 1ght. Professor Tilman & a specialise
on Southeast Asian politics al Yale Univerdry. Among his vared
writ'mgs 11 "Ful.l-|i|: Service Commpsiong in the Federation of
Ma.la.':ra.," which appca.n:d in the jmma! |_J_I||'..-'|r.|:a.r| S!md'n'{r, Vil K}:‘
No, & {Feb, 1g6e).

T'h-g .'.II:H:I'I"E aochunis of Thaviland and M:uJa-,.-:ia. illustrate the
pu:r:.'i1i1.rf program n[ n:llin:ani:m esaeriial b H;:.injng th .'a.”ql];ian:e
nr diverse Ethl‘lii_’ a.nd ru|t|.|.11] ETOLups, {iften 10 earher |_:||'|:u-=5 of
Asian nationalism much energy s expended in simply reacting to
imperialisi domination. Twe tllustrative examples of tmperialism
are presented by Professor B, Mowbray Tate of Hanover College
and Prolesor Grant Goodman of the University of Kansas, Pro-
fesser Tate nodes that the US, gunboats of the Yangize Pairol
became increasingly visible and assertive at a time when Chinese
nationalism was most sensifive o their presence. Professor Goodman
shows Japanese dual diplomacy in action, as representatives of the
Forcign {Mhice and military and right-wing elements pursued
different policies concerning the establishment of the Philippine
Crear Asia Society, Professor Taie spent several years teaching in
Thailand, and Professor Goosdman was in the Philippines in 195g-
160 as & Fulbright lecturer, He contributed o the 1065 issue of thes
serics his findings on **Davackun? Japan in Philippine Politics,
LT TN
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Communism has sprung frem and contributed to the turmeil bn
various Asinn counties, George M. Beckmann, Asinciate Dean of
Facultics at the University of Kansas, focuses on the |apanese
Communist party in the 1gzo's and its factional disputes on ISSALES
involving strategy and wactics for the party. A view of more recent
Communism is given by Professor Joseph 5. Chung, who details
the economic program and policies of the North Korean govern-
ment. Dean Beckmann is a specialist on Japanese political hiswory.
He has written iwo books. The Makug of the Fapancie Constibution
frgg7) and The Maderaization of Ching and Fapan [ighe). Professor
Chung is in the Depariment of Business and Foonomics at the
Ilineis Tnstituie of Technology. He is editor of the fortheoming
volume 4 Peitern of Eromemeic Deoelopment; Korad, 10 which he contri-
hutes two articles, He is currenily engaged in the writing of The
Aorth Koreaw Ecomomy: Structure and Dvvelgpment, for which he has
heen awarded research grants from the Hoover Institution of
Stanford University, During 1066-1967 he will lecture at Seoul
National U niversity as Fulbright Exchange Profesior,

All of the above studies were initially presented at the Midwestern
Conference on Asian Afairs which met in October, 1965, at the
University of Colorado. The MCAA is a scholarly organization
coneerned with the exchange of information on all phases of Asian
studics. Siwdier ou Asia seeks 1o make available to a wide circle of
readers a selection of the Conference papers. At the same time, the
editor will welcome material from scholars whe are outside of the
Conlerene,

Beoeper K. SaEm
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