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The Tirn Jeer Math and its Srivaispave temple, Alagianambi-
ravar Kovil, are located in Tirukkuwrungudi, a village of seven
thousand peopbe in the Nanguneri Taluk of Tiranelveli Disteici,
Madras Staic. The temple, one of the holy places® of Vaimaviam,
antedates Ramanug {ror7-1e37 4.2 The matf iz headed by a
jeert who claims to stand in a line of swcoession beginning with
Ramanuin, The temple is under the complete control of the marh.

This study undertakes (o examine the financial strecture and the
management and personnel of math and temple, It is based on the
official hudgets of math and femple for the fiscal vear July 1, 19673,
i June g, 1g04;% on the latest available sudii report on the maith
accounts for the fiscal vear July 1, 1955, © June 30, 1g960,% by the
District Inspecior of Accounts, Madurai disirict office, of the Hinda
Religious and Charitable Endowments Commission of Madras
State™ (hepealter refermed o as H, B, E, C}; and on inierviews
with the agent and emplovees of the temple complex during
perigd from February 1o May ol 1giy.

Theose parts of the study that deal wath the persoonel of the math
and the temple are based on interviews with the employess thems
selves, ansd it has not been considered necessary or helpfal o give
reference motes for these Derviews, Beference wobes have been given,
herwewer, where terms necd definitien, o amplify or clarify certadn
pioiils, and o draw comparisons with related practices in olher
e ples,

Certain problems in getding an the facts are o be noted an the
outset, The avditor is crivieal of the accounts and records submi tted
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by the math, and at many points questions their steuracy aml
completeness. Although the major items appear 1o be essentially
correct, varieus deiailed iiems are open to guestion ; thie is particu-
larly 1rue of wages, since interviews with employees aften produced
figures at variance with those reporied in the official budgets.
VWhere such Jdiscrepancies have been detected, the verbal report
has generally been acoepied as reflecting the actual wages. In same
cases two o more functions are performed by a single imdividual,
and in ather vases not all of the services provided for i the budget
are actually performed, The budgets seem to be a kind of ideal
plan, which the math authurities revise as circunstanccs dictate.
An effort is made in this paper o get at the actual facts, rather than
to depend solely on official repores.

. ENDOWMENT AND INCOME

Most of the income-producing endowment of the math i in land.
According w the H. R. E. C_ audit report, the math held in 1560
some B1o.Bo acres of wet (uenjai] lands and 665,44 acres of dry
{ purfai ) lands, with a book value of Re. 1,056,063 and 73 buildings
valued at Bs. 32,807 (an average value of Rs. 42q por building.
Rs. 1,150 was in national saving certificates. Ohther, non-income.
producing assers are listed in a table at the end of this paper,

The H. R. E. C. property register for 1445 shouws that at that time
the math owned 319.65 acies of wet land and 766.05 acres of dry
land, IT these figures are correct, the holdings of wet lands have
increased approximaiely 100 per cent dusing a lwenty-8iX year
period and the holdings of dry lands 3235 per cent. There are no
records to indieate when or how the additional lawds were added w
the endowmeni, While it seems ineredible that the math would not
keep such rocords, ncither the auditor nor this investigator has been
suceesaful in unearthing them., The anditor, indeed, complaing in
his report that no register of revenue-yielding properties, no register
of land revenue paid, no tree segister (for forest lands), nor a
dhittam register (scale of expenditures) & mgintained by the math,

The total income for 1g50-1060 was Re. 109,506, Of this total,
Rs. 6,660 was received from cash Jease of wet lands: lease in kind
vielded 2035 bofteis of paddy (unmilled rice). [The Lettai is a dry
measure which varies from distriet to distriet, In Tirnkkorungudi
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it is subdivided ints 21 meretfal, Computing a merobbel at 1406
liters, & kediai would be 2o7.36 Hiers, or approsimately B.44 1.5,
bushels.) At Ba. g2 per Aallai, the value of rental paid in kind was
Rs. G500, The ol income from wet lamds was Ks, gi,700; the
tncome feom dey land was only Ba. g2fit. Other, munor sources of
income included Ra, 1,000 from rental of building: B, 1,290 (rom
renial of building sites; Rs. g0 fom lease of fshecy righis; and Rs, 76
from dredee? (pavment b lands expropeiated by Uhe staoe],

The aveeage income from wet lands waz Ks, 150 per acre, and
that from dry lamds Rs. .99 per acre. The willage bonan {accoun-
tant or recorder] stated i an interaew that the maximum net
income per acre of wet land i the village is Ks, g00 oul of & gross of
Re, fews. It would appear that the math lands either have a low
vield ar a low average rental cate; the aondit report indicates thar
leases are negobated, and often are not opened to competitive
bidding. ! If dry kand is in palmyra trees it can produce abour
Rs. 100 per acre;, but even il it is in brush, as reported by the math
agent, it would ssem to be capable of producing more than Re, 2
per arre from the sale of Arewood and leaves for green manure,
The average anomwal income from the seventy-three houses (ine-
chading three that were vacant} was only Rs, 1630, The auditsr
notes that the vent charged for howses in Tirukkurungudi was
approximately equal to the taxes paid on them; he draws the ob-
vicars conclusion that some revision of rental scales might be made
go that an ncome could be realized from these houses, To should
be noted, however, that many of these buildings are orcupied by
employees of the math and temple; the unrealized income from
themn might be reckoned as a part of pavmoll expense, although the
mccounts do not so treat it

After deducting Rs. szg22 for taxes, repairs, #ic,, the net ineome
from all propertics was Rs. 90,508, a return of 8.9 per cent of the
book valwe. The book value, however, is les than ene-lourth the
estimated corrent market value of the lands, which, according 1o
the farum, averages Rs. 7,000 per acre for wet land and Rs. 75 per
acre for dry lamd, or 4 total of Rs, 4,625,960, {No estimate was
ohtained on the market value of buildings and sites.) The rate of
return on the market value of lands would be only about 2 per cent.

The estumated income for wghg-1g64 did mot show Sgnificant
changes from that of iggn-1gbo. R, 100,000 was anticipated from
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lease of lands or from direct cultivation and proeecds of the sale
of paddy; Rs, 2500 fram rental of buildings and building sites,
R 5587 from fasdic; and R 150 from beasc of fishing cighes: a
tetal of Rs, 102,725.87.

There 15 e Jocal critiem of the ademinstration of the mutls
propertics. This seems 10 he based o1 on any solid knowledge of
the affairs of the maih, lut on sopicions dwected e the apparent
alfluctree of the math agent (a brother of the jeerf and sther relagives
of the jeer. A climuate al suspicion i encouraged by a long-standing
rivaliy berwesn two groups of Brahmius in the village, the Ten-
galais and the Vadagalain ! Althougls ihe Tongalais coural the
mvath and wemple, and claim abvays to have done so, the Vadagalais
holel that at wane time i the past they beld control. Although there
are 1o known documentary evidences [or past Vadagalai contral,
there are court eeconds'2 i Uironclveli of several coses of Hogation
imvolving the to groaps, relatiog G the mast pan o claos of e
Vadagalais 1o cenain ceremonial rights in the remple. While the
struggle is ar proesens guisscent, some individual Vadagalais express
their dissatisBetion with the present siate of aflairs by casting douls
upon the integrity of the Teagalai management.

The auditer poinis out numerous instances of poor recond-
keeping and af what, on the face of it, would seem to be ar bost
indifferent management. He reports, moreover, that most of his
criticisms have been vamsed in the fowr preceding adits, and that
no action has been taken o rectify the points at isue. A typical
erivivisn is that the math had allowed buildings 1o be erecied on a
plot of 145,38 acres of dry land in Thiruvarenagen village without
collecting sive vents, The math’s answer 1o this s that many of the
tevants had moved onto the Jand and erected buildings without
pormision, The auwditor reports that a0 cffort had been made o
evict the siusiters or o gollect rent from them, Elewhere e notes
the failure W altain lease agreesnents on vacianr sites, Railure o
open ceriain beases to competitive bidding, and leaving some Lands
vncultivated and uvmbeased, Alilouwgh the manly held dbar these
bands were for various reasots unsuttabbe for cultivation, the auditor
held that such unsitability had vever leen verified by competent
anthoritics, The awdior’s profesiona concept of o properly con-
wrolled fiscal operativn clearh is not shared Ly muth officials, This,
however, does not necesarihe mean that fraud is fnwloed,
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Furds [or current operations of the math sre sometimes obatained
throwgh loans, For 1g50-1660, a loan of Re 95,850 owed o e
agent At the heginning of the vear was increased during the vear
o Ra. gpoor, Repayments of Ks. 19,950 were made, leaving a
balance of Bs, #u050 owing to the agent at vears end, "The accounis
iy et st amy inierest paymenis, nor doss the recent budsger provide
for payment of interest on loans, The remission of inerest charges
wit & loan of this size would appear o constitute 3 sizable bepelac-
tion on Uik part of the agont.

The wmple, alihough a whelly owned sobsidiary ol ihe maikh,
mainains @ separate budged, The remple budget of Bs, 10,064 fiw
1ghia—1afiy anicipates a grant (whhapmm| o Rs, 13,763 from o
maih [Ra. g we cash and g5 Eorad of paddy, reckoned ai Re, g5
per kotrai, or Rs. 4,725}, In addition, the math pave all costs of e
eleven-day Lestival in MMarch-April, estimaied a0 a mvinimoon of
Fs. maswn The math budges appropriates s wotal of Bs, a0
including festival expenses, og the oemple, The larmest part of the
rewnaining incomse of the wmple is Bs, 5,707 n i, B gog was
pn b renlized from land and bwildings owned divecily by the
temple. Onlv Rs, 500 was expected from fmdials (oifis by visitors),
maat of that coming rom ihe Thirwmalai Nambi Kovil, a subsidiary
temple located in the hills about five miles from e village, a temple
visited by mwmerous pilerims, especially on the fitst Satacday of
eucl Tamil month, '

IT. PERSONNEL OF MATH AND TEMPLE

The detailed schedule for (he math establishiment lists 1oe clissis
fications of employees, and the temple an additional 92, This dies
mol mean thae ey different persons ave acteally on the paveodl
Borne men, e.g, the arokates [priess), appear o Ll payiolls;
ofliers Bialed dasn tni posts, a5 o example a temphe cook who ala
eerves as @ pricst in the hill wemple, Some positons are vacini,
e, thiee pasiticns as elephast keeper and oo as ebephant-roomn
cleaner: the temple has oo elepham, Forov of the maih’s lisced
emplovees are coneermed witls ile cure of Landed esuares, as gwils,
agcountants, culiivators, or water distributors; and three e
attached o the Alwartironsgari Maib, an affiliaed iostiiwcon
some forty mibes distant, There are perhaps one hundred  peveos
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actually emploved, tome of them on a part-time basis; and an
estitnated wlal of sixtv-dive serve within the precinets of math and
temple,

The math divides its local emplovess into four groups: (1) maioe
ienance of worship ot the math, (2} math office, (3} math menials,
and (4] the Mambi temple establishmeni, paid for b the math,
and including worship funciionaries as well as menials and admin-
sipators. The temple mainlains & separate payeoll; bug gnce (he
temple and the math cccupy the same grounds, and functsons of
emplovers are overlapping, the fallowing description will group
the Wwpes of emplovees together, withoutl attempting o separate
math and emple emplovess. Theie groups arc: (1] adminsirative
personnel, (2] maintenance personnel, (3] personnel serving the
deity, and [ otber, unclassfed sérvanis,

(1) Admintsirafive personeed, The ademinisiraiion of the entire commplex
is swnder the divection of the agent, X, Srinivasa [vengar, a hrother
of the present jeee, [The peer, alihough the official head, & 3 monk
and is without salary,) * Supply™ Ivengar, as he s generally known,
has eomplete control of the day-io=-day routine of math and temple,
in both temporal and sacred affaics. Unlike the managers of
Y public™ wemples, !4 he is not appointed or paid by the H. R, E. C,,
and iz answerable only 1o the jeer; private semples in Madras
Stare are free of state control, although, & noted above, accounis
are audited by e H, B, E, G5 In the math schedules, the agent is
listed as honorary and wopaid; i the iemple payeall Le is listed as
manager at i nominal salary of Bs. 25 per month. He is asisted by
twin submanagers, listed as Loriprsdbor and manager oo the math
payroll, who receive salares of Bs. 30 per momih, Aooiber assisiant
is the manpeas; this official reports that he receives unichedided
honoraria of alwan Bs, 750 per annum, alihough the iemple pay-
roll allows him ool Bs. g per monih. The makgam, in turn, is
assisted by A sonbarthi, who supervises stores and aecounis wind cares
for the temple jewel, Twoo other storckeepere, entitled wbranam and
vemjangarant, a suil clerk, and theee accountants bong the foial
musmnber of managerial cnplovess to eleven, % Pay scales of these and
other minor emplovees appear in 4 table at the end of this paper,

(2] Manteigece perspanel, Twentyv-three employess perform iaiks
incidental 10 matntaining the physical facilities. Although the work
of these emplovets is largely menial, it & doubiful that a distisciion
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can be made between sacred and secular work within the temple
r:nrrlq-H-I'-llld- lu fact, even the lowest grades of temple servangs ape
inclined to speak of their labor as “work for Ged.” This view of
the sacredoess of the work beopmes part of & ratoaabe e a b
pay seale on the part of both the emplovees and the management,
The four gardeners illustrate this point, for most of the gardens
within the temple walls are devoted 1o growing Bowers and leaves
lor use in pEfd {worship); and one of the gardeners spends much of
his time i weaving garlands for the deities.! Four bambariyom are
ﬁnuai servants o the jeer, acting as his personal attendanes and
pooks, In addition, the jeer’s laundey must be doue by a Tengalar
Brahmin {notan eedinary dhodd}, and this man is koown as Eheskayam
dheipges, There are eight cleaners and carters. In is of some interest Lo
pote that, although vntouchables seldom enter the temnple pres
clncts, ¥ at least one of the cleaners is an untoachable woman. There
are three animal keepers, for the three or four decrepit cows and
buffalo which are kept within the temple grounds, and three watch-
men, The pay sale of all these emploveess i3 exiremely low, ihe
highest being Re 20 per month, They, nor few other temple
servants, recerve 43 much as the three rupees daily, often guoted as
the minimyum living. Many of them, however, receive regular gifis
of cooked food Bom temple or math, which would add somewhan e
their real willgr.

(g1 Pereonnel serping the Deily. Reflecting the view that the wmple is
the household of the delte ' the largest group of wemple servants,
numbering thirtv-one, is that concerned dicectly with service Lo the
deity, All clases of employes in math and temple are well aware
that the daily routine of the emple isell, e, the worship function,
is the very reasen for the existence of (he institution. The activities
of these employees will be deseribed in as much detail as space
Fu:rnli.l:.

(Al The orchabas (pricsts) are the most imporiant of this group
of functionaries ® Three pricsis serve Lord Nambi, as Vispu, the
chiel deity of the temple, is called locally, A fourth is dedicated o
the service of 3iva, who, as in many South Indian wmples, also has
a shrine within the inner sancium, The Vaispava priests come from
the Bhattar community of Yaikhanaza*' Tengalai Brahmins, lour
families of whom at present reside in the village, In addition, a
so-called ™ chief arckata,” not a part of the regular establishment,
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principally ai the time of Gestivals. Ths man scems w e acecpled
In the lecal priests as an aothority on the theory and detailed
practices of worslips and in ioterviews he revealed o moch greater
knowledge ol the rites than did the regular priesis. None of the
pricsts, including the chiel archaks, has much [oemal education.
The riteg bhave been ledrmed. woeach case, by obseivation of the
priest's father; Samkan leartang g lmived 1w rote meniorization of
maniras and a kvowledge of Grantha or Devanagari sripc® An
attempe s made ar abe contiveing educaion of priess by e
H, R. E. C, which offers cecnsional sis-week * reliesher couises "8
al Alagackewil, near Madurai, bur only one of the pricsts had cver
avtended such a eourse. The pricsis do oot pretend o be anything
more than lechnteians in the performance ol rivwals, They perlorm
ney ieaching lunctions. And while theiv work i3 indispensable in the
Lile ol the temple, they have Livde inlvence iu the condoel of wemple
afairs. and hold po position of leadership in the village,

The ineonwe ol pricss. thegh bewer than thae of mose ofler
temple servants, s amall. The math appropriates oaly one Soffai of
paddy per mosth lor the payment of all archataz, and the temple o
tntal of Ra. zo. In interviews, however, the archabas estimated cheir
moithly income at Ba 50 w0 7o) the difference is probably 1o be
explaiined by the [aet that they receive diveet gifis from worshippers.
COrdivarily such gilis amount o foor aonas (one quarter of a
rupec], but during festival processions outside the emple, gifis of
one rupes are given by many of (he houseliolders along the pro-
cestonal romie, The cash income is augmented by the priests’
rights to @ portion of the feod offered o the deity, and by virually
reni-feee housing in residences owned by the math,

The duities of the archabar cun be deseribed mainly as the perssoal
care of ihe main deity, The daily matine begine with che waking
of the deity at about G: o a0.2 Alter a concle has been sounded
By a musicisn, cee of che pricsts, reciting maniras, gocs o the
garb.ﬂagri.ﬁﬁ'—? and Jmolds a mirror up b the god 1o see LA
waking. {The practice of putting the god to bed e the form of 2
small wraca?® image 15 ol Bllesed o this lEI‘I:IFIlE.:'-_I

At stated periods throughowt the day (as deseribed b Section G,
below) the arokebes present lood offerings w the deary, and an alwout
i o' chock o el maorzing they give the deity his daily bath, The
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btk i orchinanily given privately, and alwavs o the winre deiny,
pever W the main (modae] deity; duriog festivals, on wloun e
dave during e year, a pulfic Krumaifaram™ §s porformed, the
wtsaid deaty Imin,r_: broaght ot one of the outer halls of the remple,
where even note-llindus may observe . These firemaiyanens
(Tamil copuuvaleny of Sanskeit whblpibham ) are pevlurmed with river
water, poured o o pieveed silver plate held over (he deite 1o
provide a shower bath. Variations on this procedure oeeur during
the Kaishiks festival 2% when the poschatayan (the five products of
e s s mwilk, cunds, gphee, urne, amd dung®) are vsed, and on
these occasions when pilgrims bring rose water, milk, or sandal
paste. Following the bath, the wet garments are removed, privacy
Leing provided by a curin, and the deicy is deeted in Fesh gar-
ments provided by e wardiobe kicper. When devotees are
presest ol uhis eevemaony, the Lords grace is offercd (hroweh
presentation of a erwnlike repressuiation of the Losd's Feet, ™ winich
is plaved imumeniarily over the head of the worshippee, amd theough
the giving ol tulasi leaves:*2 bnth of these offevings are made direct b
bv vhie archaka, vl by s wssisimi,

The functions of the Saiva pricst are similar. Food offerings o
Siva are prepared by the sal of Vaisnava cooks. “The water for his
trmsaiensa is broughe from the river by the Saiva priest himnsedl.
Since Siva is subordinate w Vispu in this temple. the covemonies in
his hoseen ave ot onows grand o seale as ihose performed lor the
main deite, ond the paraphenisdfia of wonhip are relaively bes.

(B) Three sthowipals ore assistanis w the acbebas. Nof perninel
sl e powch 1he image of the deity, they assist ihe priesss doring
the feeding and hathing of the deity, light the ramphor during
darhaig (ke ritoal viewing of the image), and dismilie praudad
of beolv water, betel leaves™ and fownd w0 anendin worshippers,
The sthempals stale, however, thar i intervals beoween regilar
pirgs, ey are pomintiod o pedonm pEivate fafs, # wordigens
appear, Ornlivacily only one stawignd s on duy a1 o given time,
each sepving for ten davs eacl msonth,

The itkawigais 1eceive halt a fotie of paddy abour Ba aop per
maivth, ail oaresthind o any B paid by wonhippers o the
archaka, [u addinon, ong sthauigal repeanis ot e receives Ra, 12
per st from the fawoaral for perlonimance of fET af one of e
obving villige weniples.
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‘0% The cooks are an important pant of ihe wmple sall, sivce,
ws noted ahove, the olfcrisg of fnod e ile gods oositeie a LR
peare of daily wapbe el Only Temgal Brahmins ane rhgilile
S i wiinee positions e this catrgney, live in e leaple anaed Toanr Jn
il matls. Te shosted e soted thar the maih cooks are primarily
convrnedl stk the peeparntion of fieel B sme faents sull
prvplee il certain local vesidents who have rights wo lood, ] for
wrasiaal pilerims, The wemple codks prepare. in Kisclenr wathin
M temple irscl, the Sl offered w the deities. Althinih runrks
peveive wnly Bs, w8 per menth o math tectipabe, they ave
ample free time e allon then 1o ugmment bir income bs vaneriing
i wediliags aml oiber private feasis: oae ook reporind rhat e
reveived niore sl requests than e conld aecep.

A Large apuantiey of o] is prepared fer WG even o ripidimary
slans, aonil & grealer quaniiny o Festival dave Dhaily o Hoom 4w,
the ety #s offived e hall measure of milk aml ome e
Al Tty of docere ‘o kind of paneaket, and wo measenes ul
wwrel rires an poion AM., G measaes of onlinary rooked viee;
at noo i vomplete nieal of twelve measores Of Fce, WD MEAsATC:
uf pgvaigm (o milk wweet], dlahl, ghee, a variety of vegetables, and
el z an 7100 e, one measure of daseis: 2t 8200 P4, LW medsures
of savory pewmad (rice with herls) ; and finally at 9:o0 ra, onc-half
measure of milk and thressgquarters of a measure of afpas (sweet
cakei. ‘Tlie Good s offered 10 the chief deity and his 1wo cubserts.
and afterwards is distribuind acoonding to sirice ralkes of precedence,
fiest 1o the aehade, then o the jeer. 1o other Bralumins, and of
anviling is lefi, wr vihers, The il budger provides Rs. guo0
amnually for paddy alene lor pfid porposcs and an additional
RS, 7w for other pijd necesities, most of which must he fnr fonad .

The eliirilauiion of foud must be comsidered a significast iem n
e susbwigtence of the village. oo only for temple seevants bue also
fur posr Brahmins and oteer peady penple wiio peceive it. The
istrilsition of oo B math and 1emple is supplemeonted Dy o
feedings during festivals, provided by private gilis. The VS
Compan,™ for insance, whose fuunder was bon in the village
of Tirnkkurvngudi, aumally feeds all comers, munbering m the
ldres, during the il day of the festival in March-April, These
frsasts mnay well be the only lull meals than some of the peogle ever get.

{13] There are cight musicianson the payroll, 7 the most importan
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af which are & magpamcaram |!||a.'_..'|.'.r amnid the saltueae, o chicl
singer, The sorarcarem 5 oo veel plpe®® an loponian, concert
awirrent v Carsiee msic: s impedtaner s oellecwed e
fact thal the wagmmarom plaver veerives o wage of two ballarr of
-P;..J_dj.' per wumith, nr alst B, LER Thia mmswcran. with derummers,
:|i_-|:‘1;|-|1||._l-'.||llil'!- the alaily Deinggime ol waier dvom the civer fior 1he
aexls hathe, the jeer’s duily proovession inte the Iﬂl‘tpll:. |1-|'|H.:-|'niu||x
dueimg festivals, aod vieciens specal occaswns an the maih, The
afiecan is ond enlbe the chiel singer ar pubde cevemanies in the
e, B is alss 1he prvienpiter at i |1|:'|'I.;u|'||||.'||||:'v|,' il thie Femishika
lrama, reacing alooed thee liees which ace then repeaced L the tiree
actors, The Swwéacche is the persm whio Blows the conel™ e awakey
ihe wod, aod a home i awaken gl jeer: be also bows a0 b o
ferald the sppearass of the god when b is brooght ome of e
temiple dor procesdeas. Three demoners, & goageringer and
flaller eoruplete the cesmlas compplemenn o wsins, Saidigioal
msicians, espeeially eegioaallv swied segancaraw s, e one
E;JH'L'-I_I Lir plu.:c duritg lesiivals.

(15 The foinredidasam is jechnically a Ia.1:||[1-|"||.|:|.11:rr. .'|..|||1.|:|-l|_|§||
trisch ol thie lemplr i mloctricallv Ifighlﬂl, tlye =T ELTETES |'.|1'|1.|:|.-.'
priust be filled with ghee (clarthed butter) aned highied, This official
alscs 5|||:||;|-!'p=5 r mp]ml' sl necnEe for Fﬂ,l'-:ff aned IS Wi smareain
which has concealed (e deity, a1 the Deginning of woeship, andd
drivws it at the conchesion of worship, A move timesconsuening ucy
is the vare of the wardrolse Tir the deities, e keeps forty costunies
ik b tenaple, aosd estirnates that five hoodred otlaers siee stoad s
the matli. He issies feesh ERrIens alier the dazky rl'.rynrai.,l'rr.l.urm. wridd
tarms the solled smrmenis over W the dhabr al den-diay nieevak,
This Large rollectinn of dbaiy anl sers has been aceuwnalaes] aon
the sills o devaoles: on .'llll!l'i:ﬂ mreaEinns such o 111.'1.|'r'|:|_!.|;v|,'s.. litrify-
|:||:|.:;1 al chikdres, men’s sixieth birthcaes, amd o hofblloend ol
warians wirws. Dhe obed clinding ol Ue deties becomes a part ol e
j:mr.ﬁﬂ" il l::"l:llp]E. When cdlicaal vestis ave nnude, lor insiance, I,l-':.
temnple funciiconaries o other winples, some ol these castoil gar.
menls may be preseoted as gils do servants ol the bost teople.
Dackng wlee ania] Kashika festecal, eighteen dbsiie are given e
lewcal permpabe seevans; and oihess ave disiribaned, when asailable,
win ather Lestival occisioon. Csamnents oo wore o other uge are
made ke torches or wee {|u|'i|:|g {espivals.
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(F) Twn dieddsis,® dancing girks, still serve o the Nambi
remple during festivals. Although many temples in the past main-
ined shoedii, the practice of dedicating young girls to the iemple
deity has been ontlawed in Madias State simee 19471 aml 1hey
are today a vanishing class, The prineipil dévaddil of Tirukkuruagids
v agped abonn thirty-fiee, & woman ol eonsiderable charm, pracsing
an elementary education, and supporied by a prominent local maa.
She is asister] in the ceremomes by her siver’s daughter. She
comments that her own daughter is married 1o a repeciable man
aned will mot continue dee work.

From the standpoint of the temple management, the must ime
portant vole of the draddiis is 1o play two paris in the kaishika
drama. Ale, during the Tirnpanguni Utsavan®® an eleven=day
fmtival in March Apail, they dance aod sing befure the deity
during some of il procosionals through the sirecis. O the
seventh evening of this Fesiival, the older divaddsl procodes the aeity
through the strees. A emple servani eollecis trimeric water fimm
luuises along the route and powrs it over the frant of the woman's
sari. Solemaly she wrings out her ganment after each drenching
and procecck a few paces down the sireet 1o have the process
repeated,

£In the merming of the ninth day of the Festival, the two dradiss
participate in a farce that is enacted in the kalymii mopdapam, b The
g is suppomed 10 lave been can all nhght, and tw have vigiied Lhe
Bouse of the deadis. The busden of the drama is 1lie reconciliation
of the deity with his two secosing consrs. As comic reliel, eght
wemple servants, who are supposed 1o have aasisted the deity in his
ecapade, are given beatings as they run the gantlet between the
iwo divadins, obo are equipped with switches made [rom the
veniers of plantain leaves. i

T'hie drvatdng Tave o presen faregioai it the daily rowtine ol e
temple. According 1o local lnrmants, they served in te pase as
lamp-bearcrs, bot never had any of the cleaning dutics suel as
those Fequenth asigned to dveddsis in other temples. They are
sabd never to have oumbered more than five ore six. Tle present
family are Sangeetha vellalas [Pillais), an agrieuliural caste, This
stalus 7= sabd 1o have been reached @ some time within the past
century by the mardage of @radds daghiers into vellala families,
who then perpetuated the class by dedicating their own daughters.
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(3] The muthirai (sealer) places a seal on the emple doors at the
close of cach day’s public functions, and in the moming inspects
and remanves i He is required to be learned in the prabondhart
Clamil hvmns), and o bead in the chanting of these hvmns in puldic
worship, He has some additional duties in supervising the distribua-
tiom of forad at the math,

(H] Two men are paid Bs, 5 each per month lor brinacing water
from the river for the daily trumaidjorams of Siva and Vispu, The
Saiva priest performs this service for Sive, and anciher man, not
prieat, brings the water fir Nambi. Accompanied Ly musicians,
they walk side by side rom the river (o the temple at abont g o0 A8
bearing large silver pots of water on iheir heads,

(1} Certain men are paid o chisnt prabandbar at some of the daily
piefis in the temple, A wal of Rs. 20 per month is allocared G
this purpese, It i expended at the vace of 10 paisa per dien per
person, wnd no ene wan may seeve foromoee than eighteen disye
per month.

(Ji An item appears in Uhe math budger for o sidean®™ (learmed
man) to advise the jeer and the management in sclolarly matlers,
and 10 give public discourses, Although the post was not listed s
vacant, no such official was present an the math firom Febrary oo
May, 1984, when interviews were being held, It is possible thar &
part of this sum is spent on oceasional lectures by some of the: pipae-
lar itinerant searmds who can be heard frequently in large temples, 19
since vagee refereices were made o 7 preaching ™ by some of the
villagers; however, it seemed that oo such lectures had been given
pecently. It might be nowed lere that the matly deses nol repulandy
crnploy an asteoleger. For most purpeses, such as setting the danes
of Testiviils, an almanac suffices; in st cases where expert adviee
iz mecded, u Tiruwelveli astroboger is consulied.

(K} Estra-temple p8ids. The math areanges for worship inseviral
srmall temples in Tirukkerungodi and in outlving villages where Ui
math owns land, Worship in the twe most important of e, the
*hill wmple™ previously mewtioned, s e ~river temple,” Logl
dedicated 10 Lord Nambi, is perlormed by the priests and otles
servainis of the main temple,

Four stnall Saiva temples within the pawcharn! limits ave servedl Ly
# preharit® (who doubles ae a Addler in ihe main tempbe). 1le is
paiied R, 6 per month and 8 daily messare of rice by the matl, s
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Rs. viv cunel half o ineasure of rice per tmonth by thie peochapal, which
takes vesponsibility for ane of these weinples, The pichar alss serves
as i parshite™ lor “ondinar: cocastions” in Saiva howelolds, ba
he savs thar when mere imnporiant and remurcralive ccasion,
such as marmages, demandd the serviees of @ parokirg, a inan s
sriiensl from o nesghloring own.

Small provision is also made by the math for g in e emples
i four outlving <illages (i cach coge, bess than Rs. 1o per mouth),
Twn temples are dedicated o Sdstha (o Tiewvarangaeri and
Uehikubam:, rase o Aaiven ™ (i Alangialsn . and aoe cach
Pillar and Santhanmn (o Kothaiser . Yile the exvepiion o
S3siha,* wiw is conselered o be the atBpring of Siva ani Visnu
when Visnn ook ihe Toom of tve muiden Mahini, the identity of
these gde wan oot deterinined by the writer: sinoe thie math,
however, does not ollwcially recognize purely bcal deities, it is
evident that they are taeith sccepted us legitimore Hindu ok,
Awian TTamil " moiher'™ s used o refer o wny loead lemale dety,
bt is abi used in seme winples o celer to the cunsor of Siva, =

Despite the erilwadax atiitnde of the math authonies, there i
an least indirece recognition of logal deites.®® One such instance i
seen in the daily imspection tour made by Vievaksena 4 ihe
= Cymmander-inschicl ' of Nanbi, duriig  the Brahmdisva
festival; this inspection i intended 1o make sure that loeal deitics
along the route of procesions are not guing to inierlere with the
festival, Kuvnngudi Ansnan, wlo seems 10 be essentially & bocal
deity, and the goddes of the village, is given soine Pecoguition,
singe her image appears withim the main temiple. Tt was Tearmed
also that the agent of the math had provided a goan for a sacrifice
in the temple of Kummgudi Amman, heated on ihe outskine of de
village—a shrine comaining images of bath Hiisdu and bcal gueds.
The priest wiwe periormsed this scriice, which was witnessed by
the writer, was, i Gacg, the baced: of 1he Namils l.ﬂnplr.., by caate
a Saiva Kambar. The ageni, when questioned aloan e incident,
said that the kid vwas provided onlv as an act of charity, and i
sisted that this did nes indicate approval of either (he god or the
sagrilice (apimal sncrifice is illegal). s Members of the Yadava and
caher casies in ibe villsge also reporied roociving such charity from
thve aggent an the vocasion of their Lot (Feaivals) o their particolar
Loval deities, Since such support ol local cults is taken [rom the
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Ra. 1500 appropeiatun e oo™ o does o appear in e
bandget, naw o olficial accounts ol expenditures.,
_|_'j Cther L Rclassfed Sovand. Some remuneraled services are pers
lormect lew the temple b persons whie do wot appear a3 regular
emplovees i the pavroll. Repair work on termple buildings 1s dowe
b asarir fartisans], and of this groop, the corpenivrs 0 parinaba
comsicer that they bave hereditary righis w therr wark. The chiel
carpenter, dlthough Be does nol devore alk is tme o the temple,
receives one and & Ball ko ol paddy per momtl, salued a8 about
Ba. to. Chther weakers are emploved oo a e dico Dasis, at wages
which they report tis e lower dian (beese they would receive for thae
smmne work done pusde the temple. The Llacksonths secho repaire cie
ithamar (welickes e Lhe gods” processions ) repoct thal they ceceive
hali=wages for thee work, and doring the barvest seasa
kodtaee o packdy for distobutien e cste mem berse A bocal golds
sidih stated that e swvenled e bonsper worle Be 1he enple becanse
ol the kav wages pacd. To inerviews the ssars sieessed (e Beanors
tn which they were entitled as more mpoctant than e wiges
received s the chiel carpenter, e.g., had the right o make the lis
offering to the deity when he lelt the wemple in feaval processions.
The entire Marava community takes a ssmilar atomde wowiard
hereditacy wonorary rights in velapmon o the emple. The Maravas
were at one time clasnbed m Madras State as o Coammal Teokse,” 3
and in Virukkuroogudi they ace genecally Blamed for alimost aoy
breach ol w prace. Neverthebess, all the hltecd possions ax wilch-
man (Kacelkdran ), o guacd, are fAlled by Slarovas; aod the e
pehiclaing] of (he comrmumty stres the glorious history ol e
Maravas in proteciing ihe temple from bogands, o proadly poim
out that one of the Tamil poct-soints, Tiromaigal Alvdie ™ was a
Mavava and a relormed thiell Che thiver said that the oeath (o=
vides b with one Zvifed of paddy per maonth, and addsiional granes
bon weddings and ether coramuneal kmciiong; thesse grants camnot be
identified in the mail or wemple budges, Among the sghies claimsed
by the Maravas is that of giving the first tug o the chains pulling
the temple car™ duging the tenth day of the Tirupanguni festival-—
and their exclusive right o push it from bebiod while others puil,
It is impussible 1o el whether these acis of reoognition, and oiliers,
such as lwnors paid o the tvars duning a Bestival deamis bonaring
Tirumangai Abvitr, are in the nature of " protection ™ for the wemple,
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or whether thev are a genuine expression of gratitude for the
Maravas' services. Apart from their participation in these special
evenls, al any rate, the Mavavas ace oo notably active o relation
e the temple, and are, in Gel, infregquent attgndants at temple
CereThioies.

Finally, meenrion may be made of ewo pllgrim resthouses®! i ghe
village, maintained primarily for membes of the Naicker and
Yadava commuynities. Both are maintained by privaie gifis and are
nat pact of the maith or iemple establishmerns. Yet the manager of
the Yidava resthowse reports that the math contributed  sulbe
stantially in matertals and labor to the building of the howse; and
the woman whe manages the Naicker resthouse i the recipient of
daily gilis of food from the math kiichen. Sioge the number of
pilgritos to the temple is small, neither house s much used, except
during festival seasous.

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

I. Endowment of the Math (June o, o)™
A, Income-producing paspery
Jswind (wet) lands §io,Bo A.
Pumied (dryd fands 466344 A
1Mok valpe of al! lands R, 1,050,065
Estimaned macker value Jthe popses was then aleout Sear LS
wer lnpck Ba, 4275600
dry jands L T

Tinal hladker Vahe B3, gl
Bulbdinge (howses and shopa: 35
bk vl ga.do7
e gal, avadlable of madket value,
Secorilies (g o-vear national siving cedilcalo) i.150
B, Cwlser agects (ooa-iocoose-producing |
Elecimcity Seeury deposis E20
Cagh i liimo 1.4 10
Cash pevemoe ansas g, 14l
Paddy arrcam .6k
Advanees recoveralle 7,48
Paddy siock, gha.s kowad we Bs e per koad nay, gl

BIOEEE Bua[heri A okl #,hgl
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Jeweks duaog
Qlilaer imovalble properey 7570
Liwwiteal ].';ll
. Dredes
Lissars froin sgend na mstieress Badgered ) O
Aoty cdht f | ¥
Ii. Income
A To naaily

Canly bease of wel Landds LT

Bingl lease of wet lagels
2apey kndgui off paddy o R g2 gy
Clash hesiee of dry Lands rpafit
Rennal of buildings Lo dlgr
Fakery rights i
Tersdfa {@one. pasTeomis] 7
Tetal museh bncome v,y

B To wrraple dnod inchading prand froen mmatk|

Remals Rs, ET¥
Feadbals (offerings) el
Taudis 5 IGT
Total temple income (T

V. Esproditures of math iBudges for Juby 1, 1959, o June 5o, 1y 68
Mo Personnel expenses

Salories Ri. i85y
Timee] exgpemne bl
Tl —— 18,525
B Taus
Hindu Religims and (haritable Endow-
asenls Commisson. Modmas S AR
Maielie fees R
Chbrr vaxes (F T
Teial -- Td.00
L. Contirgeneles
Festage, praving. cic. Jusn
Elecericiny 1,500
Tatul ——— (RLE

I, Litigation cosis (T
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1V, Fperebitures of math (Baedger lor July 1, vilis, 10 June 30, 1064)
- v

E.
K.
L

H.
i

J
k.

supplics W pind Caasaling,
Yemivals
§ Alaryams @ranis’

Fawe fesuval and oifeer expenses o

Alagianaimbia v egalc
Ul i,
e

Canlnivanonm arai By etk expuoms

Roepuihis on lygilalings eic,
Fadvecatimn and Charitns
Palldic haalily

Corand Lah Expemses

V. Emplovers of math and temphe®!

A

BTG T TR

Aesd of peanager
Ausbnnnt dnagens. |math
Mowipoas {nsan. nngs 1emple
Kamalareth |@aer. b0 mpuipE
Hacre ke

il cherk

Mutiunianty

“T'emal
Muintenance of plant
ardonmen
Kalwharivim iservanis i@ joer
Washorman o jocr
Cleancrs and carters

Animal keepers
Watchmen

Toasl

R vl
T

LR el
7.l:i-llr
bip —— BE AT

R a2y

Est, mendhly  Mumber
i T ol

iy rupess  crplove
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Fer. enoauihlv Magmalwp
N ol

g ciphkaioos
. Service o the deity

Archebns 3 Waksnav, 1 Sapes picss At 10 T +
St pely (OSKISRIEINS 1 pIFieEER ik ‘k
L LT ﬁdi'.q l|f|.|.|.l.'|.l'||.l|.| atnd sl der

sl remples: 50 i
Lamks | Uninple 5. iml 2% 1
Slaisicins X

1 megarsardnt pkine Hy

| oavidferin  chiel dinder) 3

8 Kewlasely ek bilewaer,

>
1 hand-grmg vinger r.re
t elrormer 3
L Threal., Tameee, anel Mathafos -

1 helelicr st L0
Mitharai tsrader |, closes wnd sgenis weaapls

diors. femils chanis, superviss sl

distribautian S i
Fidoean (Bearsed man a0 VEanE |
Water carriers (for daily bath of dejiy) 9 1
Tr'mnu'n'iai!ngan (lamplighier and l;mr,u:r

of deity's nardrmbe 7 1
ivenldiic Ik 1

Toral &
3. Upkerp af lanced esanres
Liunrds 6 o G 5
ACECIMLREL 14 1o 5l G
Labareys 47000 d
Lanal 0]
. {‘.Il:hn-.-; |:H'|' |_||,u|'||| |"||'|]l\. Virms

Mg o, cirpretieey ans galdlanmitha
Fxren wuanle, ook, amd other s
s enaployrd G feinals

NOTES

B, Ser B O Law, "Haernsd Moces of Noslusesn” Daifted Proeisees Hadarired
Sty Foomwd, Valo 10 (1mg 7.

¥, The iraditionial daes for Rhnbega’s g lite. See 5 Dasgup, A Fiidan
of Pediew Fhifpeplr (Mew York: Caonbrcdge University P'ress. ipgoc oprioied
tgis . LI oo . o a bedel accowne of BRmngga’s e and cechings.
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3 A mait is & monsstery, a phioe of rrsidenoe ko ot o more Hindw asoriics;
i the residince af the s (o e G node §, below, the maths are center
of Hindy sects i Seuth bidia. ©F A, 5 Geeles, “ Moowsticisns (i, s
Eiesolapentie of Ratigins anf dcbics |Neve Vorks Soribuers, swifi. VI, Ses; and
He K. Wik, Religioe Sees of the Mindis (2l e, Coleuting Susil Chipriii. 1o3lEL.
. 18 n,, a5 L

 Tamil fiwe: = Vainava awetc: great persom. a5 thee eligions bead of & mut
rnathl ™ (Pl Levienw [University of Madrom, el Vol V1) CE Wilion,
Beligion: Sveic af the Hindws, prp. 98 1n., 25 1, ulso W, Uroade, * Gury wonlip,” in
Einssclopadin of Rafigios amd Eikies 1100y, Vol VIl V. Wamgasharya. * Hissorical
Foweeluatmma ool Sri=% amnavmn o Heuth Tndia,"” i The Cnfearif .Fﬁ'r‘lh-l"n' lfhl:lll-i!ﬂ]
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& Unpublaled MS copy supplied by b chirl sooosstam of tee T jeo
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Chariabie Endowmenits Cormmimon.
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At vy Ligsel Modras Susie. OF, € H. Almcandieier, Cantifatiawm? Deelapment
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tration Department (Ceove, of Madrus, Controller of Stationeey ad Printing,
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(iabf-g b, make ngre e of Soskrin seritings. There ore ahis heolughcal
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(regB-igeef,”™ JForne of Bonday Revel Aifitic Swvivge. Vel. KNIV {igry-egi7h

va, Tiwwewily Sab-Courl Original Regizer, Vol. 111, Gase 30 [ili7g): Vel ¥,
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ry. Unsitg the calendur of the Kellam o Msbbar Er, datimg from Septenshes.
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A Mintpey of Sovih fodis {ad ed,; Madras: Ondord Unbversity Prow, 355, P Lol

ny, UF. Smith, Fufis s @ Sanlee Sale, pp. g L

15, G HIEE.C., Adminiiration Brpart, Appendices K=V and K-VL g 123
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