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S it hefed] that . . - the Teaching Fle had beguecathed o all ghe
world was . ., spread fae and wide, till well-angh all of Asia™s mivreack
retcdered their hearis’ u]Ir-,giann:r v the Triple Gem. . - .

And then— ... Ues ths werld-conguerviae Faith, 1han had ioecl
chone o much for the progeess of Huoeanity, cams, [oe the time, 1 the
o of e limar grean perlod of activiey, ., Faddhisoy, m beiel, ., be-
came the Relighon of che civilieed thied of the human race; and
therealier, enteved upon a peiod of cossation fron all cubward activity:
& period which has continaed wibroken alesost to this day,

"ei tonday, despte these tweniiy centorics of iactvity, . . . Buddhiso
still evarna tlae allegrance of fve burdred millions of men . . the loog
might of Buddhmst imactivity is drawing nearc s el ; and the slecping
Faith is wakening e new bopes, new Lighi, new ik

e tencs oo doubis that dhe English convers oo Buddhism,
writing thess words in 1goB, was prophesving the conversion of more
than three million Indian Untouchables inoig56, the abortive rgs
estabdishment of & Buddhist staie in Burma, the groweh of & lay
Buddhist political moverment, the Soka Ciakkai, in Japan, or the
rode al’ Vietnpmese Buddhest organizations in ghh. His vision was
that of the restoration of Buddhist “purity ™ within the Sangha
(the romrmunity of monks], of doctrinal yndemstanding 1o the Asan
Budidhest rmigsses, of the missionary fervor of early Buddhism, aml
of expangion to the West, The bams for this vision, perhaps even an
ingight inte the present-day Buddhise activiey, may be found in
Indian and Cevlovese events of the nineteenth centary.
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The nineteenth century was an e of intense Ewropean scholuely
iierest i Baoddhism sl Hindwigsio, acked D eansbi b,
comparisan, ovaluation, ad criticiem of newly  disoocered or
reimterpieted Samskeit and Pali mavervials. Buddhist doetrine and
Buddhist history becamne signilicant in Buropean attempts to ander-
waaid the haswerm mind. From the sandpoing of e Wea, i
prubslenos of Buddhist origing, dectrinal similarities 0 Christian
thisaag i, the tesseity of diione and oeganientiom e Ssia all des
maamwied clanixatwn. The Brish presenoe in [ndia foned a8 peed
vie cominprehened the nanre of Disdliao cnliure, s this weed, in me.
prumeaed fnvestigation into the Indian past, “That past wivs vivie
w British offeers in India an the social practices of cawe, in the
mabtipliciny of religious secis, fo (e architeciaral emaams visilile
it mhmost every tum, In the eighiersth comry, the cullsetion of
andormation on these and related problems had been ihe provinc
ol the Degrstwcally, liveranly, and artisically awclined : the peards
ol their unsvsteralic innuiries and antigquansn entlusiasm gradi-
ally were ranslated into oflicial support. An archeological survey
of Nooth Inclia was officially inssinsted by the Indian Government
i #BGL, with major responsibility for its operation delegated 1o Sir
Alexander Cunningham. From such unexpecied quarters in the
vancteeinls contury emmerged a stimuhe w Boddhist sesrgenee.

Cunningham hegan bis sk under the infuence of the recently
publishicd reconds of Fa Hsen and Hsuan Tsang, He was dominated
in the idea of locating the holy places of Buddhisn descritsed In
these Chinese pilgrims:

It Ebder Pliny, G the sake of dleames Gollovs the fusiops of
Mexander the Great, For a aimilar season 1 would flles thie fooisirgs
ul the Chinese: Filwrim Hwensisarm, w b in the yeh oenior of our era,
ttaversed [odia from West 1o Fast and hack again for the purpese of
visiing all il mows sies of Boddbisg sy and ieadivion *

v these Tansieps, Compinglinm proceeded from Biliar 1o Alighanis-
vant, locating, cxeavating, and venifying sives. By 1865 he had
produced a vast collection of data on northern Buddlia bocales. Tr
wiis not until 1o 881, Twowever, that wovk an 1he ke s |_.|;
Baddhgayva was complewed, At the smine time, another “excavation "
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waa begun in Ceylon—ithe “excavation™ of Buddhism under the
augpices of the Thessaphical Socheiy, led by Colonel H. Olcott and
MMadame Helen Blavaisky,

Faciually, Budkdhism was vt bavied in Cevion belore the visit
o the Theosophical Society beaders. 1t was, however, disorganized,
submerged br conturies of Christian politicsl domination under the
Portuguese, Putch, amd Batish.

Thre majoriy of them [she Cevhaess] were ashanicd oo alralel we
cleckare shenselos Bwiddbises, izl mmlv me e villages of the mtes e
el sk Ddharnn ol thar Blessend Ulne relain some vestsere of Gis iomer
power and papualarity, thowgh even here it was om free fooe the
it tawhes ol the theosands of catechisis who, for twenty rapees 2 month,
were regrred to o abwr slandering aml insuling ihe religion of dheir
farbers. .. 4

B ihe By, such sitacks had brought oceasional response. o
raariicnala froon the menk Mectiovaite Guanands, Hie sbasing
criticisms aramed indigmation anwgst Chiristions, and o 875
Aegetivvatie conlionied Chrstian adversaries in an open debate.
Imtended, by the Christian organizers of the debate, 1o discredit
Buddhism doctrinally snd intelleciually, the debate ', | | sounded
iustead the deaib-knell of Christian influence in Ceylon, so that
never agsin did Catholic or Proiestant dogmatism venture o cross
swords with Buddhist wisdem." From Cevlon the persisient sownd
al this batile travebed slowdy o Mew York, whence it stireed the
minds of Colopel Oleott and Madame Blavaisky, who had Eaonded
the Themsophical Socieis 0 1B75,5 The iwo enieved into corre-
spunrlﬂlt'r with Megeiinvatie, and by the time they iraveled (o
E-ul.‘nl:lﬂ.'. in Lﬁ;hf'p hls traumslat s ur l!bﬂl I-El.l_l_'I'E mpd exiracks dkokn
LLH_Lu:m.r Blovaisky's work dees o veeifed hind made their mames
knonwen E.c}ll_mm Boddiozt covcles. 'Uhear vistt o [.rﬂn". laar ihe
EXPFTSS LT il |'|E'|]:|i.n5 iy revitalize Bucldhiﬂn, Wiks 'm:l.'il:il!:ulcl
andd 11 1880 I:|'||:e' Fwor arr.i'uzrl N Gﬁ.l]:.

o - the pwn vigisgrs were received pibdse secnes of reblighons revor such
a had noe been wimessed winhin living mcmory, . when, oo b
muiensealibe S liv wian, the Buddbis desowess Bockerd in thear thnmsemids
fegups vhe siareoumding villages 10 Galle, sl sva that sirange pair on
tlicin krsecs i G af the High Peicst, and acisally beod them repeat
the @nmiliar woeds of 1 Vhree Bclisges and Fve Precepas, ..ol
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their suspacions were allaved, and it seemed as though therr wildesi
elreams lind conee trued

This evidence of Ewmopenn suppert for Baddhism {or so it was
interpreied] resulted in ihe formation of village and city chapters of
the Thensophical Socicty as the tour procecded, With creation of
these organizational cemiers, the kendation for a lay Buoddhist
movemient was laid, Later developments were o split Theosophy
whong docirinal lives, and o temper the naiure of its ** Buddhizm,”™
hvst from BBo e 1Boo the mixiure of mvsticism, Buddhism.
Hinduism, and coexliism chavacieristic ol early “1Theossphy allowerd
wide soope for reeruitment. Organizatisnally, the Theosophical
Societv in Ceyvlon aided eonsolidation of Buddhist forees; in Caol-
omibsy, Colonel Clootl presented a plan:

<ol the creation of a Buddhist Sccrion, © be composcd al twn
Ab=divsions, one exchisively layomen and lay branches, and another.
not diself subdivided, exchsively of priesis This was Lo meet the
dilficalty thar the ardination reles of the Yinava Gwlid a monk o be
usochated on equal tenms with lnymen o workdly affairs, The scheme
was appooved by all and carded owt in due course; Sumangala [«
Maha Nayaba Thers] being nade Chalriman of the pricsss” association,
as well s sac of the Hooorary Yice-Presidents of 1he Socleis,?

The progress of the Saciety was mpressve over the course of the
next few years, Under i awspices, Buddhist schools were organized,
puhlication begun, leckures regularly given. Funds for such activ-
ities were established, and regular contact with the Madmas branch
ol the Society [with Aladame Blavasky in residence at Advar,
Madras) was mainiained, It is not our porgese i fellow the history
of the Society, lescinating though 11 can be, OF most impoctance
lere i5 the fact that in 188y, one Anaganka Dharmapala (Dhavid
Hewavitarne), grandson of the then president of the Cobaemb
branch, joined the Society,

The symbaolic source of Buddhism had been cleared by the hands
af'a British archenlogist, Iollowing the footsteps of Chiness piligrims;
the center considered l,l].' many Eun;lpl:-m.'u. and Astans o be the
preserver of Buddhism had been cleared by the travels of an
ﬁl‘l‘l.!l.‘jl;ﬁn l:nlnm-.l anﬂ a Rumi.a.n ﬂm;ig:n". I'I.'I':,'ll::il;_ Burlhg'&].'a amd
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Ceylomese Buddhism had once more emerged from decades of
obscurity, Through the person of Anagarika Dharmapala, the iwy
were again o be lnked 1w the rest of the Buddhist world.,

Dharmapala, sirongly drawn to mysticism, requested admission
1o the occult group which Madame Blavatky had esiablished in
Advar. Soon after joining Themophy, Dharmapala moved w
Madms 0 continue association with Madame Blavaisky, amd
through ber, with the " Brotherhood of Adepts™ whom he uscer-
stood 10 be tharoughly devoted to ihe foriunes of Buddhism ® Afier
his arrival in Madiag, however, Dharmapala was directed o study
Pali and devote hinell 1o the good of humanity, Before the vear
was out, he returned 1o Ceylon to carry out his pledye. He pluange:d
inte work for the Colombo Buddhist Theosophical Society, whose
interests he considered to be identical with those of Buddhism.

Azociation with the Society gavoe Dharmapala the opporiunity 1
tour the islamd with Colosel Olonti, speaking in villages, obzerving
the state of Buddhism, stimulating the growth of latent faith. For
four maore years lie was 1o devote his energics 1o building the Society,
publishing, acquiring a press, establishing an English-language
weekly, The Buddbise {1BBB), and continuing 1ours for the collecijon
of funds and educational work, such as the Buddhist Sunday Schools
and an English-language college. In 1BBg, Dharmapala accom.
panied Ualonel Oleoit 10 Japan, where, though siaribed by the
presence of married priesis, he encouraged the continpation of con-
tact and conperation between Japanese and Ceylonese Buddhists in
the revitalization of the religion. As a result of this tour, ilirce
Japunese priests accompanied Codonel Oleott en his return to Cey-
lom, to study Pali and the Theravada traditions,

It s sufficiently clear, at this point, that the resurgence of Bud-
tthism in Ceylon was well under way by 1889, The Thecsophical
Saciety provided an organizational network which broaghi Thharma-
paly in contact with Ewropeans, Japanese, and (in 18y0) Burmess
interesied in the revitalization of Buddhism, Tt s probable that such
contacts through the Society eoeated in Dharmapala the concepr of
a resurgent world Buddhism organizationally linked in the task of
vevitalization and extension 1o the West, 17 ot consciously developed
al this time, it wis an ideal which soos Blossorsed,

In 18gr, Dhannapalas first looked wpon the sites excavated by Sir
Alexander Cunningham and his crews ten years before. Tr was ut
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Ruddhgaya, in the company of & Japanese priest, that he concelved
the idca of reclaiming these sites for the Bunddhist world. 1t was a
propitious conception: Buddhism in all countries hacl traditionatly
focused on this spot in the past, and alier centuries during which
separate neiworks of relations had developed, iwwas this sput which
rould serve as the poit of Proonnection mst dramatically. Though
individual Buddhisis had visited Buddhgaya from other countries in
the recent past, lew organized pilgrimages had been underiaken
from abroad. 1hough Buddhist kings had formerly domated inages,
repairs, rest louses (the Burmese as secently as 18710, the sue wis
im the hands of a Hindu priesi and the Brivish Indian Governmneent.
Tt became apparent that a Jong campaign was inevitable, picticu-
larly when the Guvernment declared thar ~the temple, together
with itz revenwes, bebonged to te Mahan | Elinciu guardian] adding
that with the help of the Covernment 11 might be possilde for the
Buddhists irs buy 11 fram him,™*

From Buddhgava, Dharmapala moved to Caloutta, on foule i
Burma to eoblect funds tor the purchase of the temple. Tn Calcuta,
more contacts with Buddhists or friends of Buddhism were estal-
lished, as well as with Thessophists. In Burma again, the Theo-
sophical Society provided him contacts. Leaving Burma, he sailed 1o
Adyar, intent on founding a society for the reclamation of Buddh-
gava. Finally, on retumm to Colombo he founded the Buddha Gaya
Maha Bodhi Society, May g1, 1851,

It.

I have detnibed Dharmapala’s moves toe siress the fact that he was
still mmoadig within the network estaldished by the Thewsophical
Society. With the sstablishment of the new socicty, amd with the
Thewmophists Facing internal strugeles due w the death of Madame
Blavatsky, we must envision the graulual replacement of the Theu-
sophical network, perhaps the absorpticn of pars of i, inie the
imnplicit Maha Bodbi net. Ar its beginniog in Ceylon

Uhe formation of ane more spcicty dld meg ateract much aientso i
those davs ol widespread Buddhbist revival, aml Dharmapals no analy
experienced difficulties in rousing the interest of te Bity, bul also in
finding monks willing to accompany hin to Buddha Gaya, '
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e trip was mace, with four monks rom oo of the major secis
in Cevbon—perhaps signifwantly, the scts which were hiswaically
amnst recent, and had heen established throogh eongacts with S
and Burma, Bul the noystialbons 10 pacclise even a piece of land
at Buddhgava became dillicult, and Dbarmapala returaed i Ceylon,
having decaded to organmize an Interoational Baddliss Conference,
In Coiober, 18gi, the Conlerence wis convened at Buddhgaya,
with represeniatives from Cevion, China, Japan and Chittagong
in atiendance, wnpethier with tee Licotenant Groernoe of Bengml,

Tu wur briel ~Backgyoml s Baddhiss Resocgence,” the =
portance of s event assumics major peoportions, The |apanese
delegates, authorized b the XNishi Hongang Temple, offered o
purchase Buddhgayvn Temple from the Hipdu Mahant, Donaieons
from all Buddhist countries were to be sought for consireciion of a
menastery, e Bawddhise propaganda activities, and bor translation
of Buddhist wexis ot Todian vermscubos. [0 cepresenis the begans
ning of ile consolidacan, waithin Toddia, of forces which were in
produee, i g5t thie conversion w Buddhism of mame than theee
million untouchabdes, T signilies ihie erlectic and international span
of the infant Maha Bodhi Socieiyv, It svmbolizes the intent, no yes
realived iodwy, stawed at the founding meeting of the Society, o
eatablish a Buddhisi oollege ot Buddhgava, with a staff of monks
from China, Japsin, Siam, Cambodia, Burma, Cevlon, Chittagoaig,
Nepal, Tiber, and Arakan. Finallv, it suggests te spiric which,
cverriding  natienal and  lisioric differenees, lonked  toward o
united Buddhist world,

Thee intent of this paper is nod to present, vear by vear, (he siore
ol the Maho Boihi Sociewv, the successful struggle Tor Budd hgava,
nor the wulv hereulean elforis of Dharmapali to promete Boaddliss
resurgence throwghout the world, Tt is, vacher, o skewch the mech-
anisms by oswhivh s resurgent Duddhiem Became  the  wilidant
Buddhism of wediny, and w emphasize e tracks which woudid
reguire lillowing if ene were o amenpt an organizational history
of contemparary Buddhism. In conclosion, [ shall propose s thoos
retival model which T believe emerges (rom the briel maierial
presenied,

Buddhiem, orcanizationally amil perhaps docirinally, must be
treated a5 a single sysiem from is inception. In all Buddhist coun-
tries (wlich may Ise treated as subsvstems], indivicdual developmenis
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are the results of the interaction of the Buddhist system with local
socic=political and ideclogical svstems from the time of intreduction
ol Buddhism to the pn-m,-nl.” It the rourse of liruurI VITITHES T
wirks between different areas have developed through the exchange
of personnel, politeal vicisitudes, shared ecclestastical languages and
traditicns, These traditional networks have been linked idecologically
with India through the persmage of Gautama the Buddha and the
sites associaged with him, iF in oo sther way. Maintenance of this
link throwgh pilgrimage brought Buddhists of all schools in contact
with one another in the past, remnborcing the strength ol the bond.
With the decline or submergence of Buddhism as an ceganized system
in India, the intmaey of the bond between the varous segroents of
the Buddhist world was broken: for centuries the nevwocks of the
subsysters carried the communications links in attenuated form.

Yet, of most significance w the sysiem as a whole was the inernal
ghift in the role of the layman. Prior w the 18o0’s, mosd come
runicartion, modt external stimulation of omne subsyerem by the
wther, had been carried on by and berween monks. The active
imvabvement of lavmen devoding themselves to the reform, rehabils-
waton, and reconswruction of the systermn marked a rebicth for
Buddhism. Such layvmen could establish links owiside traditional
Buddhist networks, They could gain the support of non-Buddhisis
{Eurcpeans, “eeform™ Hindws, eclectic Asian  Theosophists,
scholars] for Buddhist cavses—education, publication of vexoual
materials and tracts, travel—and relink segmenis of the Buddhist
“world-system” which had become practically disengaged. Fired
move with & desire 0 promote Buddhism rather than a single
school of Buddhist thought, more with the desive o reinvigorate e
Buddhist missionary spirit through organization and  educaiion
rather tham i atiain personal enfighienment, lavmen such as
Dharmapala, and monks cognizant of the changing world, sought
links 10 old and new contact points. Connections were macde,
ultimately, to Buddbhgaya, to Sarnath, to all major Buddhist
pilgrimage spots in India through the Maha Bodhi Sociery. Con-
nections with European countries were brought inio gthe new
Buddhist network when a Maha Bodhi Seviely was established in
England, Other Buddhist societies, in Europe, India, and Asian
couwntries, were either made branches of the Maha Bocdhi Society
or were connected through individusl members,
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The resurgence of Bucdhisn, in sum, could be expressed as the
reaction of a system which had, in many of is paris, been disrupied
bt nnt broken. The stimulus leading to the reaction was, in part,
external, but the subsystem networks whereby the reaction could b
channeled had long existed, Use of thete networks by lavmen was
et unprecedented, though the vigor with which laymen crganized,
and 1heir tendency wward reform (critickim of mouks, eclecticion,
eic. ) was perhaps noniraditional. OF uimest importaser, in the carly
stage of Buddhise resurgence, was the reinsiiiution of g Buddhis
poant of erigin within ihe netwerk, ie., the sequisition of Buddhgayva
wetler Bucldhist control. T broad weems, Bueddhgava was newtral,
representing & conncetion poin for all subsvsteos, central to all
but helunging 1o sone in paricular. In & sense, its organizationl
paraliel {alihongh never able w entirely disengage itsell’ from ihe
Cevlonese tie] was the Maha Bodhi Soeiety, with is mulkiple
enmnnied iosis anl sulnidies rom sdberents aheoad,

I bave souched on a mirute part of the bosckgromd 1o Rucdhis
resurgence. The fall picture would invelve exploration of events
within and between (e Buddbist subsysiems T have previously
mentivned.  These  subsystems—Tibet-Mangolia, China-Korea-
Japan, Cexlon-Burma-Thailand-Laos.Cambodia, and Vietnam—
wrre abo expericncing the pressures ultimately o result in Buddhist
revitalization, Fram the period of which | have been writing, 1o
the prescat, the connections have been interrupted, disrupied, and,
al vimes, elminaed wder e ingact of o World Wars aod theijs
altermiath. In the most recemt past. hiswever, the tendencies to-
ward  re-cstaldshiment of the wal Buddhist svaem have again
impressed the non-Buddhis vorld. Buddbisim has most assuredly
reappearcd  in India in the persony of Tibetans and e
Bawcleihists™; the vale ol the Javimmn in nrganizationgl activity s
imereased, ruther than dimindshed: apd the uorease of Westers-
cllucated monks lias provided 3 base for reimterpretating ol dociiie
e meet the saeods o the preseot Ly devotes, Tnternal restrsciuriog
of he systemn cominues. The Tiberan=Mangolian subsystem las
heen disrupted by perseciiing: tbe Buddhism of Clijna appears i
eve whoct el B : union s oreated o Unived Buebelhist Chareh in
Victnam, Jn some arcas, the Sangha (comznoity of monks) seemm
to play lntle organizational vole. Perhaps resurgen: Buddisism in
s Incal manilestations will sulstioete G the threefold formula of
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refie (the Buddha, the T¥harma, 1he Sangha) a twofold frmala
(=T take refuge in the Buddha and the 1dharma ). I we see the
svsterm am it odality, bowever, the presonce of o commimios of
memks anywhere in dhe svstem mav be the snurce for o resurgenoe
il Buddhist mnuasticism,
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