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O Ocober 14, tg3b, T, B. R. Ambedkar,® a Mahar Untouch-
able o caste, beame a covert 10 Buddhism at the hands of
Mabasthaveer Chandramand, the oldess Buddhise Bhikshe (monk)
living in India, Dr, Amibsedkar then ennichucted i eonversion eepe-
inony bor the several lukhs of people (estimates yun from UL 1
Getnawy:. et of themn Mahars, gatheeed on a fiekd on the sutskin
of Nagpur. Dy, Ambedkar died in December of the sanme vedir, b
the conversion movement spread acress Maharashera, resulting in
a count of 2,780,501 Buddhists by the time of the 1961 consur—
7403 per cent of that state’s population,’ Smaller groups, most of
thein from Uitouchable castes ontside Maharashiea, alse recorded
theenselves as Buddbist, making o total of Feaseaay i India ns a
while, in contrast o the 180,823 noted in the previous censis, 2

Although the announcement of the census figires canrser] con-
sidevable surprise in India, the conversion isell was long prepared
for by the Mabars, An announcement that be no Ionger eonsidered
himsell 2 Hindu was made by Ambedkay in 135, and a Xfwkar

* Iy, Ambediar (18512008 Began te coende ax the s hief bt by o e Afalia
Canbe deatibe aferd libs pevudn fiwin Ecglard i sgee, Frou then on, he e
Lis elfoms a0 refor, arganier, snd wplift the Unmwdhaldes with o CAFPLT i
Brwyer, 1eacher. wiiler, legialasor, aml nembor of boh the Lat Brivish ane e
first Drudeqemifent Drelian eabinets. (The ondv full Enalisk weeuimseni of Lis life is
Pesmangay Ker. Do, doliar, £ gmad Wi | 2l el - Bonadiay : Popabu Praks-
shuin, 156 Albvisgh bt wors Pevapnaned ar 3 spsbranam For thye U o soss ual s ou
a mantmsel sale, hiv mmoensm fever imadved a1l or sven a miapaaiv. ol Tislia's
shedubad vastes, “The focus of this paper iy on the religinas indveinent, mives-
twined with the political, in Mahomshirn slie, My smewhas eiatsngel sbusdy ol
Buduhizrn apd podities in Aaharmhira will appesr in e Brtheoming Rodrgun
el Pelities in Iods, odived by Denabd E. Smink (Prinootant,
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eonference held in Bombay the following year committed the caste
o eonversion, The religions movement eoincided with a political
movenenl, both cxpressions of the same moderniziog irend among
the Mahari. In tle same year, wpgh, as the Mahar conference,
Ambedkar fuunded the Independent Labour party. Although it
inehuded several caste Hindus on the executive esomiter aind
amung its candidates, the party was lwgely Mahar in oot tion.
The Independent Labour panty, along with ihe comversion moves
imenil. represented the position taken b the Mahars to attemps o
ratise their statis, This was an cffort indepeadent of Both Hinduaism
anel el Congress,

The Mahare, tlie lanest scheduled caste o Mahacaslara, are
scattered in villages all over the Marathispeaking area. Their
waditional work was as inlerior village servants, part of a group
including the higlily placed gatd viklage head) aond fffara (villnge
accenntant ) which sseved the village m a whole and svas paid by the
village. The Aahars” duties included acting as village waichunen,
calling bndowncers o pay land revenie, serving o gaides and
MESENEErs 10 guvernment servanis, escorting the  government
treasury, repairing the chouds {village hall} and the village wall,
sweeping the village roads, carrying leiters 1o other villages, bring-
ing fuel to the burming ground, removing the carcasses of dead
eatthe, and, rother surprigighy, arbiteating in boundary dispuves.?
Pay for these services was in the form of bafute, grain or gifts in kind,
amd the Mahar balwiedars (those who received baluta for regular
services) were abo in postession of small amounts of land a recogii-
tion of their attachment tw the village, Amony the perguisites of
theie position were the Dides aod Qesh of the dead cows they were
chiarged with removing from the village, In the manner of Un-
woncliabibes all over India, they are camion beef, a practioe which
in the Hindn mamd was justification for untoachability and which,
in consequence, was one of the caely targets of those Trnmuchables
attempring to improve twir social and religions status, Although
anly a few ol the Mahars' dutics imvalved unclean work (Uhey did
1t cho e seavenging which was the iraditional work of the Bhang
in the Morth), tle wich sl in some areas the shadow of the Mahar
was poliuting, and chey did their work withoue coming into direct
eontact with a caze Hindu or entering a Hindu heae, The wemple,
the school, and the village well were clossd 10 them. Some vestrics
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tbons in chothing, omaments, metal howsehold wares, and the
abservance of ceremonies were enloreed, The Mahar role in village
lestivals was olearly specified amd pgeserally, though ot abways,
indicative of their inferior status,

The Mahar movement upward began at about the turn of the
century. In contrast o the traditional work of the other important
Maharashirian Untouchable castes, the Mangs, who did rope
makingy and basketey, and the Chambhars, who were Ieatlien
workers, ithe Mabar raditional duwties did oot retin their ime-
portanee i a chaongimg India, With tle coming of the British aml
ihe sprewd of new wethods of communication, justice, and goven-
ment, (he Mahar was faced with both dwindling imporiance in
the village and new opportunities in make & living on the docks aned
the tailways, in the mills ancd such government indusiy @s ammsmi-
tion [actories, awd in road buildivg, hosi irnportang of all i the
produciion of & new vicwpoinl ol new legcdership were aeevace in
thie Briish army and o British komes, The carby twensicthe=rentse
gpokesmen for the Mabars, especially o the swestern st ol
Mlalbaraslilea, were ofien (oo army tamiiies or in Boinsh domestic
REEVIOR.

Blimrag Rarji Ambedkar himsell was born in i8g1 1o Mbow,
where his [ather was a teacher i an aroy necmal school, Subedhar-
magor Ramj Sakpal {Ambedkar's own Last mame was besiowed on
him by a teacher later] was of the last generation o Mahaes to be
able 10 take the army patl o economic security and higher sias,
Feormanization of the Britsh army in t8os on o class sl martia)l
rice " basis closed the door 1o Mahar recruitment. The importionee
of ihis service and ihe rising ambition of e Mahars ace both
illusieated in two petitions e refnstaled recouitencat, The st
e up i B4 baan 1oc seot, was wreitien on belialf of Parwari
[hbahae], Moci (Clambhary, wnd Aang soldicrs {all Tk halde
cagies) by the Avarva Doshparibarak Maodle ONen-Arvan Group
for the Removal of Wrongs) and pleaded for te resumption of il
privibege of serving in ihe army, [ author was represemative of the
new Mahar beadecslip : Gopal Baba Walangkar, an anmy mean, was
active in an avtespt o develop Mabar priesty leadecship, and
had begon the Arar, short-lived peswspaper published by an Une
touchable in Alaharashiea, Frielvidhomired, o pB85.4

The el |:|:li.|:'||'.||.'|.I dralted by Shiveam ja.nha. Kamlb:, a
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Poona Mahar who served as a buther in a British club, was sent w
ile Earl of Crewr, Sﬂntmn of State Tor India, in agoe, e evie
dently received ne oflicial attention. The petition, a bong and rather
sophisticated document, appealed for places o pulilic seevice, 1he
police, and the army on grownds of former Malar service, English
Justice, and human worth.®

Althenagh army service was not opened again to the Malurs until
the Secomd World War, the inage of thennelves as a manial race
continied stromg, and scems tw be one ol the major [aciors o pros
ducing the Mlshar dan. Ambedkar, wlwse family came from
Ramagiri divvict, Shiviam Janba Kamble of Poora, and G. ML
Thaware of Magpur, Mahars Tiom three distines areas of Salirs
ashira, all referred 0 the Mahar military past in their effons w
evoke wnity and aetion. But, except for the first army petition in
1804, the Mabar use of foniner mililary prowess as a fictor in
builling caste pride and unity did not ipvelve the elaim of furmses
Kshauriva {warrior: stane, as in the attempis of other riging lower
ks o gain liigher satus®

Ancther common practice among lower castes atempting 1o ims
prove their position, that of emulating higher-caste religions prace
tices, or sanikriticiag their belavior and rinual, was followe) kv the
Mahars to some extent, but rather eacly In cheir awakening wis
superseded by a faith in political action and by refection of Hindu-
istm sltogether, “There is, however, a religious element in their caste
spirit, 'U'here hias wot been o general movement 1o raise Mahar
statis b invoking the name of their =aim, Chokamicla, ne there
has heen among the Chamars of Utiar Pridlesh with their saint,
Raiddas,® It there is even now great pride in the fact that the
Mahars, tloungh Chokamcla, had a place in Maharashira's re-
ligious, history, One of the Pandharpur poet-saints wha not ool
shaped devotional thought i gave form and richue 1o the
Maraihy Language in medieval times, Chokamela has beft atdunsas
(songs) which are siill sung by pilgrios en route w Pandharpur,
amd legends of Chokanela’s devotion are known to all who knanw
the uame of the god Virhal, The word = Ghokamela™ was used i
4 CORIC name i one cime by some Mahars, and some temples were
truilt for his image, but an the time when many Malhars might have
turived feorm village gockdess worship to s higher Hindw fiem, the
political movement and (e turn wward conversion discnuraged
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auch a move, In gen, Dr. Ambedkar convinced Mabars planning
e bl o Chokwmela wmple at the pilgrimage center of Trymbak
newr Masik that they shoald dewote their energics 0 removing
nntouchability instead.® In tg54, when the Mahars of Dehu Road
near Poona, chiefly ammunition depor workers, had reached a
stage of sophistication whicl cansed them to look bevond the
prachtional Mertar  (village goddess} shrine comrron (o Aahar
Auanters and had achicved comsiderable eonmomie security, they
appraached T, Antbedkar with plats to build o temple o Choka-
meka. He peesamled them o banld instead a Basdebist Vikare (o
word ineaning dweliing place for monks” bt now wsed o
Mahavashiva for amy Buddbase place of worshap, the ficst ol many
now foand in the Mahae parct of coes and towns,®

In gddigzon i homwocig Chokamela, thoss Alabas who were
ecommically better off or in rontace with o larger sy than
were faftedar Matas tended e join cne of the Liiwdn sects which
tamght, in some measire, The squalite of man as well as devotion
to Gocl, The Kabir ancd Remanandi pestds (sects or brodherhosds |
were pupular amang sy men; the Mahanubbav poeth gained a
gooid many adherents amaong the Bhavani subcasie of the Mahars,
the ritually highest group of that caste in the castern Maharashiea
area, Some individual acts of senrkeidf zadfen occurred, e, Ambedkar
himsell’ participated in a2 rgeg coremony of adopiing the saered
ihread of the theee higher varnas, Butl i general the Mahar casie
used s growing sense of wnity and ambstionr o move oul of, ratler
than up in, the soecial susten ' Even as Ambedkar panticipated in
somnee caste cflorts to use higher-casie riiual practices, he expressed
disheliel thal Untoachahbes could get their disabilities removed if
thev remmineed i dle Blindn imd, 12

Three temple watvagrabor, a comeepl and a word borpowed froam
Crandinan ponviokent demonsirations, were held between tgaz wnd
pg at Asravais, Pooma, and Masik, They served botd o pres the
vlain 1o & place within Flindwism amd o organize sl animate e
raste, althuangh the latier hmciion was scen s more importan by
Ambedkar. He wrote in 19544 (0 Bhaurao Gaikwad, Mahar leader of
ihe Masik sepagranr at the Kals Kam teinple, =1 would advise the
depresed classes to insist wpon & complete overhanling of Hindo
socicty and Hindu Theology beloee ey consent o become an
integral part of Hindu Society. © started vemnple entry Satvagraha
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only because 1 lelt that was ihe best way of energising the depressed
classes and making them conscious of their position.”!® With the
comversion announcement in rog5 and the beginning of active
political efferts in 1936, these efforts to adopt higher—caste Hindu
ritual practives and w force entry into temples died away.

The Mishars date their political awakening from two conlerences
held at Mahad, south of Bombay, in 1g27.4# While hardly political
in charecter, the conferences were important in gathering the caste
together in common case (A0 least several thowsanel attended) ;
demonstrating against 1he restrictions imposed upon Lntouchables
{chicfly by 2 march 1o a tank in the Bralunan area of Mahad where
the conference leaders drank from the raditionally prohilated
water|; denying belicl in the Hindu concepis ol caste duties aml
restrictions, especially ihose which meted out punishment to die-
obedient lower castes {by publicly biwrning the chief ook of wradi-
tienal Hindu law, the Mampmrili | ; and cncouraging internal caste
reform. ‘Ihe later is ilnstrated by an address Dr, Aanbedkar made
tor depressed-class women ai the conlerence. He uiged them o dress
well, not to ohserve caste restrictions in dress or ormaments, (o e
cleam, not o feed husbands er sons if they were drunkards, and w
send their childeen to school, The resolutions of the first Mahaed
conference indicate less independence than the Mahars later
developed: they appealed “io the caste Hindws o help the Un-
touchables secure their civic rights, to employ them in services,
offer food to Untouchable students, and bury their dead animals
themsehes, ™14 The importance of the we of government offices 1o
bring about change, a device the Mahars attempted to use fiparms
the beginning of the movenent, is showu in appeals made [w the
conference o ihe government 1o pass laws prohibiting Umooch-
ables from eating carrion, enlorcing prohibition, providing free el
compulsry education, anl making eflfective the Bole Besolution of
1924, in which the Bombay Legislative Cuoncil stated that all
public places and instittions maintained by public fusids should be
open o Untouchables,

There are references 1o education in all these appeals, those to
the Untouchables themselves, o the caste Hindu, and o govem-
ment, The stress on education is one of the modt insistent noles of
all the Mahar leadership. Tt was ot so much an atempt 1o imitite
high-caste Hindu practices as au eflort to better their ErOneiLe and
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gririal |:|n|:|.|i1:i|:}|1. imi an :im.-ru.uingh' maslernizing moiety. Casie Hindu
relnrmers’ effirts bo p].'-n-u:ide srhasalinng b Unipuchables 0 as far
hack as Jolila Phule's schools in the muddle of the nimetesnth
century, ! and there was among social reformers in Maharashtea
in general greater concern with education for the lower classes than
among similar groups in the north of India. The difference between
the Arya Samaj concern in the north of India for giving the Une
touchabile a place in Lhindu society by omeans of the theead
ceremmony, and the Pracbona Sama) concem o educating the
Unicaschable in Mabharashiea, 15 perhaps refleeis) an the greater
detnaml anvsig Mabacashoogan Unionichalles thenselves o eduea-
o, Tndependent Malue eforts were noted in the Xagpur area Iw
the end of the nineteenth cemtuy'® By lie 19203 theve were
Mahar-sponsored shools or, more likely, hostels, inosuch cities and
tiwiss as Aanravafl, Bombav, Sangli, Pooma, Jalgaon, MNagpur,
Abobli. and Ahmadvagar. The Christinn mssion scloob, pariice
Early in Ahmadnagar amd Magpur districis, als cocouraged MMahar
educitisn, winly an eflecy beyond e sohio comveried ioChristianie.

Absiog with the interesr in educirinn amwi (e inceradnyr &
conscicusress of the caste as a woited group went the efforn 1o
inform Malhars throigh their own oewspapers, Malars in dhe three
centers of Poona, Magpur, and Bonbay all produced newspapers
in Maraihi by 1gzo. Kisan Fague Bansede founded one in Nagpur
i Tagpz, Shiveam Janba Kamble ancther in Poona in 1gog, and
Ambedkar a thivd i Brenbay o igza, even though the Aahar
lteeney rate at the time was les than g per cent 17

The edweation of Dr. Ambeodkar® was it2ell’ o constant sowrce all
cracouragenenl o olher Alabars, aond i ||-:_':||JE|:|. Lo ke Ammbedkar
the uatural Fader ol = CETIL] which jlll‘l'ﬁL‘iiIt_l:l;l'!.‘ revere] exluseation,
Ambedkars edweation alsn allevwed him i take jart oA e kimd
ik ]:nlilirul tevolvemend, the cffat of bower soecial Lroaps I pars
lil:i'FH.Ht in the  chenueral peticn prasess |.1rr.|-1.|3|11 alwl By e

* U Anbodkir received o Bet degree Gum Elpldnsawne Callege in Bonlsy.
A AL aned a Pla bk drom Gadaimbas University, o TS Troan London Usiversity.
anal hie was admiwr] o the Bar e Grav's Do in Lamdon. His aducation woaes
nesle poasibile by twn lileeral pritges, the Guiksad of Borsl and Slabo Rabarg
al Kolhapur, His repest te the Southihasnosugh Comimission was sade mislway in
i comarse ol lis eiflucaibom: Dee s s eeacbier a1 Swelenham Colbege in BBoashay

ab the e A vhe ime of bis iestmien s Ansbedksr was the only college grasdaane
anwuieg the Umsgchahlrs of western India.
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Montagu-Chelmaford reforms afver the First World War. The peti-
tican of 19710 eecpuesting readmiswn o the army and the resolutions
passed by the Mahad conference of 1027 were atiempts o sceore
governmenit help in the sieugyle to get jobs and education, Ambeds
kar and a few other eacly Maliar leaders also realized that political
represenitation in the government, as well as help by the gowverns
raenl, wiasinld Be vital w the inerests of the depressed clasges. When
the Southborough Commisicn met e 100G e determine  the
fcamchise for the provincial legislative eouncils, Arbedkar in
Bomilsay and Cro AL Gawal of Aoraraii, abo a Maliar, were called
tor testify. Both asked e direct represestation amd a separaie
clectorate [or the depressed classes. Armbedkar orged that Uns=
touchables be allswed nine members on Bombay's  proposed
legiskative couneal of ome boodred, He sumenarized his lengthy
westimpony 0 tese words: S Brish role o India was meant o
provide equal opportuniy for all, and . in translerning a large
share of the power o popular assemblics, arrangemeis should be
macde wherelny tlee bardships amd disaliilivies entaibed by 1he social
system should nat be reproduced and perpetuated in political
institutions.”" ¥ "The Franchise Commission, ignocing Ambedkar,
gave the depressed clases of Bombay Province one nominated
representative i the assembly, but there may have bren some
comlort in the Get that the first representative chosen was D, 1.
Crholap, & Mahar from Satara who had been in charge of Ambed-
kar's first newspaper,

The attempt 0 gain a palitical voice was repeated in 1008
belre the Simon Coanmission. Amibedkar, testifang for the Bahish-
krit Hitakarini Salsha (Society for the Uplife of the Depressed],
which e had founded in ey, demanded 23 of 140 proposed
assembly seais. He alse requesied certain righis and privileges o
depressed classes: (1) that education should have Arst charge oo
ihe revenues of the Provinee, especially for the depressed clases,
iz} that the depressed classes should have the right to be receoited
imto army, navy, and pelice, (43 that for deicty vears the depressed
clases be given priority in recruitment lor all civil service posis,
(41 that a special inspecior of police from among the depressed
clases should be appointed for every «disivict, (55 ibat there |=
ciective representation om local bodies, (6 that the depressed
classes have a right ol appeal 1 the government of India "® A similar
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testitmoany was presented w the Simon Comesision by the Cenral
Province Depresed Clas Association, signed by Gve Mahars, two
Chamars, one Mang, and one Bhangi. Ambedkar spoke for an
increasing number of dissatished and ambitious depressed class
men, Rights and privileges of this characier were demanded time
and time again by conferences of the depresed clases umil
Independence,

i, Ambedkar’s next opportunity o pusue effective political
represertation came when he and Dewan Bahador R, Srinivasan
from Madias were selected as depressed clisses spokesmen 1o the
Round Table Confevences of sggo—1032 in Lanedon, For Ambedkar,
his nomination meamt ““that the Uniouchables were regarded not
merely as a separate element from the Hindus bue alse of sech
imponance as to have the right to be consulied in the iraming of a
constitution for India,”#* His appointment alse extended his ame
o every Mabare guarter inothe Marathi-speaking arca., UVnisochable
villagers woreached by any other propaginds somchow heard of
oabe of 1heir own being sent w Londow aloag with the privees and
statesmen. N thied effect of the Hound abde Conterences wae to
deaw up the batde lines between Mohandas K. Gandbi and
Ambedkar over the method of achicving te depressed elasses’
aalvation.

Ana mecing of the Al India Pepressed Classes held in Awguost,
130, before e Grst Bound Table Conference, Ambsedkar stated
that joint electorates, provided theee were adult feanchise and ve-
served seals for the depaesen] classs” representatives, wonkd sanisfy
ham. He also pand ribaee; although nor heartily, e Aokt
Crandhi’s nemal infuence un the banle for righs®Y Dheaieg the second
Fooud ‘Vabsie Cambevendee, Gancdli®s opgsmsition o reserved seats and
las clabirn dliae he hnmsell represented the Untowshalles hacdened
Ambedkar™s demand inte one for separate ebeciorates. The problem
of narities i e proposed constitetion was lefit by a divided
Busurrd Table 1w the Brsh government oo decide. When the cu-
sung Communal Award amuouneed  thar depressed class voters
worild particpate ned only in joind eleciorates but also in separate
eleciorates with a double vore, Gandhi began a fast. He fell separate
eleciorales w Uneeuchables would “ensure Uem bondage in
perpetuiny.” 4 Ambedkar, other depressed class leaders, and a host
of caste Hindus met in Poona near the jail in which Gandhi was



ne STuines o Aaas, 1066

incarcerated and worked out an ageeement which enabed Gandhi
te end bis fast. e Poona Pact fraded sepavate electoraies b an
enlburged number of reserved seats o depressed class representatives,
Altbougly Both sides were Lter oohappy about ils provisins, it
served as il lass [or representation rom then oo, Gaste Hinduos
Fell thew own representation had been weakened.  Uniowchalibes
came o beel that the caste Hindu vote prevenied them from electing
theie trise represemtatives. The Untouchables thar were led by
Aok alicd wot give up their cre for sepamte eleciorates until
[ndependdence, And there wis oo Turtlier mention o Gandhi’s
mineal lesdevsiip, bt onby severe eriticism of his program and his
intengicns, in SAmbodkar's speeches and books,

The patural cossequence of the attempt we gain political power
was Lhe formusticn of & political pacty, Lhe dispute betwoen Ambed-
kar andd Comgress leaders over the wity inowhich the baitle agmins
mlouchability was o be conducted and rver whether Uniowehables
thenesclyves or custe Hidus weee o lead resoleed iooa pobitical rary
incleprndent of Congres, As e 1oy eleciions for the provineial
Icginlannes sowden Uise mew consciomaon agprsacived, Dr, Ambedkar
anncngcd the establishiment ol the Todependent Labour party,
Aside feom w e caste Hindus who had been invobeed in Ambed-
kar’s activitics smce the rgzo’s, the pamy was lacgely Mahay in
cormpeai Lo, alithough that does ool seen o have been Ambedikar’s
inttent. Liv the elecibons, tle Indepencent Labour party won tlirtees
of e e ssats o contested in Bombay Provinee, 1en resereed
and three general seats, aond three of Central Proviooe™ ool
Berar’s reserved seals 25

Tlee conversion announcerents of s and 1gh, in which he
hlahars repwdiated Hndusn bl dekoed the choiee of a new
rehigion, and the foemation of an andependent political party in
1050 marked the path by which the Alabars hoped o progress.
Tl viher Uniouchable castes of MMalsirashira, by and Loege, dad
not join the Aalar mevement. ost Maog and Charnbhar spokes-
men did ool aceepl ihe idea of eonversion. (e Aang was an
Tndependent Labowr pary camdidace, but in general these wo
swaller schedubed castes were won by Coasgress, The Mangs wers
unatfected by the spivit of progress that had beguo to move the
Aabars, The Chambbar's tmadittonal work in lesubher  albowed
them econnmic progress within the existing social structure, These
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facts, plus decp divisions and rivalrics among the scheduled castes,
tended o keep other crstes apart from the Mahar movement.

Some Mahars, specially leaders in the area aronnd Nagpur,
were oritical of Ambedkurs announecimnent of conversion. Tt s
doubtful that any but the most eommitted of Mahars immediately
gave up Hindu practices, But the gencral acceplance of the idea
ol eonversion among the babar people indicates the strength ol
Ambedkars okl on i minds, and their feeling of bitterness
fonwaid tliciy simerbsed |.||-;|1.'|‘: i the Himclo hi{'[un:h'!,'. [:i_-rl,ainl:r'
|'|-.|_-||_|_| VRS rHL, theire wias m Alihar Koy awaceaneng [1n] ;u]r}]u A
sl Hindu '|.1r.'|.-|.'l1'|:'v|', or i clat a HI.;H,:I;' weithin thie Hiodu SUCIELY
by temple entey attempds. U is dillicoly do spesulate what might
have happened i Ambedkar had declared for Islam or Siklism io
the vears immicdiately Billowing the converson announcement. B
citduy cul ol o lock ol persopal conviction, a Besitaney about his
Folboswing, o u foar thae bard-won political viglits soondd B losi,
Ambeedkar wern o Jurther than e rejectwan of Hindwisen, el
1.|{'||I.'_t'td ther abecting ol a s peligion for fwealy Wil Tler #avra i
LN T e DT TR AL AP wana e BE L sl b sk st
from o public ek and inte the lemple seiyagrabar were now given
o educaibonal and policical afaires.

The many amors of the lawe thivies—ilae Ambediay and the
Untoseleaksles swoulid hecome Xloslems or Sikhe or Chnstians—alied
drvwn in the forties, Ambevlkar became Labour Aember for e
Execwiive Coomeal of the contrl grvrrneit ins 12, anidd v bied
govEriment servipe it Lhe LE] swith avther offopt ges o e
Untouehables poditiealiy, "The Schedubed Casic Paderaiiog wes
establisher in that same vesr, un A lenader arca geographically

limmitead 10 seheduled casies, The plea for sepacine sleciores in the
party manileste wis combined with an even more drastic idea,
scparale villages for Lntouclaldes, Later in e forties, as e
Briitaly withdravwal becwne o wear reality, vigorons saiyrgrohas for
separate eloctorates were stigged in front of the Legislative Assembly
buibdings 1 Pogna, Kagpur, Kanpur, and Luckoow. 'Uhe Britigh
were ik convineed of dae weed fin separaie electovales, Iowever,
and iwdlepeodence came without that guaraniee of rghts whick
Ambedkar awmd giler pon-Congress scheduled castes leaders felt
essential. The creation of Pukistan removed the possibiliny of
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geparate electorates for the Muoslims, and with it went that for the
acheduled casies,

A il in msswrance that separatism was not the way, the frst
Cabinet of Independent India included Tdr. Ambedkar as Law
Minister, and he secured national Tame unrelated o his posiion
a1 an Untouchable leader by serving as Chaieman of the Draliing
Caormmittes of lndia™s new constitution and piloting that document
thrmugh the Constituent Assembly.

The vygo's Teund the scheduled casies with many of e rights de
Mabar wovenent had called for—reserved scats o all elected
bolies, a guaranteed percentage of places reserved in government
serviee, Aoancial belp lor education, laws against the practice ol
uniouchabiliey. But the failure of the Scheduled Caswe Federation
in 1952 at the polls, the resignation of Ambedkar from the Cabiner
cver lack of aupport for his Hindw Code Bill, and e continuation
of ingrained practices of untouchability, particulacky in the villages,
contrbuted to disillugonment in the midst of all the gains.

Lir. Ambedkar, in his last years, turned more and mose o Bueddh-
paIm as the answer [ soctal inegueiity, TS inerest i cunversion e
not died, and skgns of his increasing commitment 1o Buddhism can
be found in the naming of the first college he founded, Siddharcth
College in Bombay in 1046 (his own home had been named Rajgir
afier the city of Buddhist kngs in 1034) ; in his 1950 trip to Ceylon;
in the writing ol his book The Puddbs and His Dheagmme (begun
around 1950 and published posthumoasly in 10570; in his instal-
lation of & Buddha image at Dehu Road in 1654; and in a conver-
gicn eepemaony he conducted in Agrea in the spring of 1956, prior o
his own conversion in Octabser of that vear in Nagpur. There is
linile doubt that conversion to Buddhism on the pirt of Ambedkar
himself, in spite of the admixture of politica 1o the history of the
movement, was & maiter of complete sincerity, His personal in-
tevest in the Buddhist veligion goes back o his school davs, and
he wae in contact with the bandful of Hindu intellectuals and
reformers, Vithal Ramji Shinde, Ttharmanand Kosambi, A, R
Kulkarni, who were drawn io Buddhism, There i also little doubs
that most Mahars and those from ather Untouchable castes caughs
up in Ambedkar’s movement were psychulogically prepared for the
ATV FSHI.

Concomitant with the conversion was a call te establish another
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political party. Ambedkar named it the Republican party in token
ol its bemng open net only to scheduled castes but to all the dis-
prmsissidd, including scheduled tnibes and the lower castes grouped
under the governmental term “Ohher Backward Classes.” Ambbed-
katr died when the conversion movernent was two months omder
way, but belre the Repulilican pariy could be formed, Ambrdkar's
hupes for Buddhism as a home foe a large segment of [ndia’s
population and for a broad-based political party were not realized,
The Repaddican parsy came o beang in 8 Webobee, ra5 7, abher 1he
clections, bt inchaled moch e s groog as e olil Selierdlel
Caste Fodemnion. Both the conversion amd the Republican g
have hail some suceess in Maharashiva, the Uil Prowiees,
Pumnjab, amd, 1o a Jossor extend, Gujarat, Jysore, sod Assdbica, I
neither has guined much support cuside the scheduled castes, and
ihe majniiy of sehieduled casies vemain Findos awd supporers
Congres. SAmbedbkar’s dream iu his okl sge-—- hat G Bocldise
Imclia eould find o religion of justice sl vationaditv. o lalbwaik
apainst Communism angd a fiok witle ather Baoesn cunnics wis
i|| ul_'“mih:.- =1 juET |_i|J-||| LW |1.|Il||1'_rl1 Fie FiAch 1Irl.'l"||1!||‘ﬂ in ilae
thirtics, pamely, that the Umiouchables should repadinge e
religion which denied them equality, and adogn anenber

The comversion in many wavs is a continiation e e hal=cemuos -
uld intermal ceform of the Mahor caste, Amang the wenty - oatbia
which are part of the cobversion ceremany are these: [ belicve in
the principle thay all are equal; T will wer Bie: T will oea evemtmin
thefl; 1wl ot indidge in ost o sexoal cramsgeessionn: T oawill e
take any Ligquor or drink that causes intoxication. 4 While it has ol
autimmatically hfied (e Mabar from witoochabalivy | Buddiase, or,
in Alarathi, Bauddha, = o svoeovni B Makai oo 3abaashiia . b
has audded a dimension of selborespect and an iooer sense ol ey
vemoved from the constraints of the caste hierarchy, Along with
conversion came, o many places, the fual abamboomeot of old
detwleedor Alabar dutics, the cutting of the last ties that bownd them
in the old Hindu social strocture, And, as interpreted by Ambedkar,
Buddhism adds even maore stress o the alreadt high-paiched Mahar
iulerest in edwcation,

As Ambedkar saw i1, conversion 1o Buddhism brougln the
Ueitonschable owt of the bowds of traditional Hisdwism withaos
destrondimg his Indian=ness. As an English<born Bhiksha working
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with new Buddhists put i, it is pafi-izatien in place of sarskriti zation,
Wheiher or not the conversion fulfills that hope depends wpou the
convert's [mithlulness o it bis success economically Jand possilaly
poditically’), and the acoeptance of his new status by ihe casie

Iindu.
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