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Ancient Egyptian Medicine 

Kip L. McGilliard, Ph.D. 

Egyptian Culture 

ÂCivilization far exceeded that of other groups 
who settled elsewhere 

 

ÂMore is known about Egypt than any other 
ancient culture 

 

ÂEgyptian society was 

   held together by an 

   absolute monarchy 
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Ancient Writing 

ÂHieroglyphics 

Ancient Writing 

ÂHieroglyphics 

ïCarved in stone or written on paper scrolls 
called papyri 
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Immortality  

Immortality  

Book of the Dead 
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Mummies 

Mummies 

ÂPreserved by dessication 

ÂPowdered natron packed into body 
cavities 

ÂHeart and kidneys left in place 

ÂOther internal organs 

   removed and placed 

   in jars or wrapped 

   separately 
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Medical Examination of Mummies 

ÂAutopsy 

 

Medical Examination of Mummies 

ÂAutopsy 

 

ÂX-rays 
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Medical Examination of Mummies 

ÂAutopsy 

 

ÂX-rays 

 

ÂCT scans 
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Life Expectancy 

ÂAverage age of marriage was 15-20 years 
for men and 12-13 years for women 

 

ÂHalf of Egyptians died by age 34 

 

Â90% died by age 50 

 

ÂRamses II lived to be 92 years old 

Diseases Found in Mummies 

ÂHeart 

ïPericarditis 

ïAtherosclerosis 

ÂLungs 

ïEmphysema 

ïPneumoconiosis 

ïPneumonia 

ïTuberculosis 
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Diseases Found in Mummies 

ÂKidneys 
ïKidney stones 
ïGlomerulosclerosis 

ÂDigestive system 
ïTapeworm, including guinea worm 

ÂBone 
ïOsteoarthritis 
ïEvidence of violent deaths 

ÂBrain 
ïStroke 

ÂFew cases of cancer 

Dental Medicine 

ÂFew dental caries 

ÂExtreme wear on the crowns 

ÂDental bridge attached by gold wire  


