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Mow that evidence of the success of Meiji Japan's experiment
in modernization is abundant, it is customary to insert indices of
econcmic growth and other proof of progress in papers on that
era. But Japan's modernization had another side, It had a dark
underside where social tensions erupted periodically in violence.
Balanced consideration of the period, therefore, requires atten-
tion to the aims and frustradons of men left out of society as
well as to the purposss of the ruling elite. It requires study of
the patterns of violence which emerged when those disinherited
by the reforms of the era rallied o the standard of rebel leader
or took up the asasin's sword !

Some sssamsinations are random acts by psychopathic in-
dividuals; others are carefully conceived plots based on the griev-
ances of large social groups. The political murder under study
here, the bloody attack on Home Minister Okubo Teoshimichi on
the morning of May 14, 1878, was the latter type. It was a con-
Erontation by samura waditionalists, who felt wronged by policies
which destroyed their hereditary class privileges, with the minister
who dominated the modernizing cabinet? Okubo’s charisma
was the charisma of change, and this instance of violence against
change provides a microcosm of broader social and political
clashes of the period.

Some mssasins strike from the shadows and melt into the
multitude to conceal their crimes; others commit political mur-
der with a view to maximom publicity and martyrdom. Okuba's
killers, who surrendered ar ance, having given their apologia—
their senkanjs—io the press, belonged to the second dass, the
righteous lawbreakers. They aimed to "carry benevolence beyond
the grave” and through their own deaths by execution o win
mduprudwpmpnﬂ‘n;ﬁ:rthmm In some measure they
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Okubo, like Lincoln, was murdered in the aftermath of
victory by the central government in civil war. Unlike the
American, Okubo did net become the martyred man of sormows.
Rather, his assassing won popular adulation. The real interest of
the assassination, therefore, centers an the public sympathy given
the artackers. This exposition, in addition o bringing together
the threads of the asmassination plot, will towch on the romantic
tradition of the asamin as folk hero in Japan.

Let us consider now the attack of May 14, 1878, the motiva-
thons of the attackers, their rationale, and some responses to
the attack.

The Attack: May 14, 1878

The state business that preoccupied Okubo as he called his
carriage o leave for the palace on the morning of May 14, 1878,
was portentous. The matters that concérned him were intermal
security, economic development, and greater cenmtralization of
palitical authority—the very issues which inflamed the six assas-
sins who lay in wait along his route.

The retorn of domestic order was scheduled for celebration
in the council of state® meeting before the throne that morning
with presentation of awards to army and navy heroes of the sue-
cessful struggle against the counterrevolutionary forces of Saigd
Takamori in the southwest the previous year. As councillor,
Okubo was to be present when the Emperor Meiji elevated Gen.
eral Torio Koyata, for example, to the senior sseond court rank
and conferred on him an annoal pension of 600 yen !

But a chance caller turned Okubo’s mind to the national
cconomic development program—even as his carriage driver
waidted at the front entrance. Governor Yamayoshi Morisuke of
Fukushima prefecture, in Tokyo for the recent meeting of the
assembly of local officials, came for final instructions from his
administrative superior before leaving for the northeast. As the
home minister completed dressing in his parlor, he conferred
with the apologetic governor. Ordinarily taciturn, Okubo was
pow eloquent and optimistic as be outined his plans to force the
pace of coconomic modernization. Limited progress in the revoli-
plagued decade since the Meiji Restoration marked but a be-
ginning, he said. During the second decade, just ahead, when
“we shall put internal administration in good order and make
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national power a reality,” be expected to direct an economic de-
velopment program of unprecedented dimensions. Okubo ad-
monished Yamayoshi to supervise the new Asaka land reclama.
thon project in Fukushima with greatest care, for this effort to
drain the upland swamps of the northeast was 2 model of its
kind—a prototype for many similar projects that weuld expand
the cultivamed acreage and provide a livelhood for some of the
declassed samurai. In his meeting with the prefectural governors
at the FHama detached palace the previous day Okubo had ob-
served that some displayed a nowble skepticism about the
12.506,000 yen industrial bond program under which such local
development projects were two be financed; and Okubo charged
his departing visitor with responsibility for the success of this
mode] effore®

A desire to purge the rolls of laggard governors possibly lay
behind the hasty note which Okubo di ed o Ité Hirobumi
that morning by messenger. Perhaps bo urged Coundllor
Ii5 to attend the morning"s meeting to lend support on this per-
sonnel matter; for the home minister shared with the council of
stare the appointment and removal power over governors, some
of whom, apart from lassitude, scemed politically unreliable,
Itdi, a¢ president of the recent assembly of local officials, had en-
countered a direct challenge from these appointees; and he might
hm:ud:nlmdwwhhpmnmcﬁmhmE
these discordant voboes. s critics assert that he was pre-
paring this additional step toward political absoluticm as he left
for the palace® The time was 8:10 Aae”

The minister who rode in his English-style two-horse closed
carmiage was “the least distinctively Japanese™ among the mem-
bers of the ruling oligarchy and had “a strong dash of the Euro-
pean™® The hame that be left behind was an expensive, two-
story, painted, Western-style mansion, one of the first in Tokyo;
and the sight outraged traditionalists® Dresed in morming coat
and trousers with cravar and high collar, Okuba, with side-
whiskers and mustache aping the style favored by Occidental
statesmen he had met abroad in 1873, had the appearance of the
from the house near the present National Diet Building in Kasu-
migaseki to the temporary Akasaka palace, some distance west of
the main palace, which had burned nine days earlier.

The six conspirators who waited ahead at a deserted spot
along the road in Kioi<hi were dressed in a contrasting tradi-
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tional manner that highlighted their quarrel with Okubo™® All
imperial edict in 1876. The ringleader, Shimada Ichir® (1848
1878), who had gathered the conspirators at his Yotsuya lodgings
at dawn to proceed to this lonely stretch of road, wore a padded
black kimono of finest Asbutse silk with family crest. Most of
the others wore the hakamas divided-skint, bur tied their loose
noagy coats about their waists to allow freedom of arm maove-
ment. They presented (except for one incongruous desby hat) a
picture of old-fashioned Japaness samurai gathering for a ven-
detta.

As they awaited the carriage they knew by sight, the rwo
lookouts along the road, Shimada and Chi Rengd (1856-1578),
played with flowering peany branches, a fiower never afterwards
sed by the muh:iamﬂ'r The conspirators’ meficubous investi-
gation had revealed that the vehicle would appear at this exact
timme and place, for the councillors always gathered at the palace
on days eading in four and nine and Okubo’s coachman invar-
ably took this route.'! Beyond a low earthen wall on the left-
hudmkddl:n:d,mﬂmhﬂhjmuﬂhmkiﬂgmﬁdﬁunk

groom
Okubo's carriage caught sight of the two loiterers, he dropped off
hhhafl:ﬂmpmkm;hnh:hdmmﬂdngmm

as the coachman whipped his horses 1o make the sharp left turn
that began the long steep climb up Kici-zaka to thepuhm,{iﬁ
Rengd storock the foreleg of the horse on the right with his long
sword. The glancing blow merely eamsed the borse w neigh
loudly and surge forward. But the next blow, 2 clean one, de-
livered by Sugimoto Orogiko (1849-1878) who jumped over the
low fence to join the attack, nearly severed the other horse's fore-
leg and halted the vehicle.

When coachman Makamura Tard leaped from the driver's
box shouting and failing his whip, Wakita Kaichi (1850.1878)
dispatched the unfortunate man with a single deep cut across the
left shoulder and chest. At the same time, Okubo, who had been
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studylng documents intently, looked up to find his carriage sur-
rounded by conspirmors who had swarmed out of the unkempt
Mibu property, joined now by their leaders. “Waitl” be called,

official of the imperial bousehold ministry, Shimada handed their
apologis, a strange dualistic statement of purpose, in which the
conspirators proclaimed themselves both as avengers of Saigd
Takamori, who died in defenss of Japanese tradition, and as re-
were wreathed in smiles as they awaited the arrival of police
officers for the arrest.™®

Formation of the Conspiracy

The man who brought Okubo to his death was Shimada
Ichirf, shizokn of Ishikawa prefecture. “1 conceived the idea of
the assassination,” confrssed Shimada; and all evidence corrob-
orates that his was oo idle boast. Years of teahowse gossip jelled
into a definite plot to strike down Gkubo to sid the Saigh rebel-
lion in April 1877, ‘The plot, conceived in support of the Saigd
uprising, became, as the march of events outdated it, a substinute
for rebellion to check “mistaken” government polides. With
rare singleness of purpose Shimada and his principal accomplice,
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Chi Rengh, worked for more than a year to perfea their con-
spiracy, recruiting along the way several Joyal disciples. By April
1578, Shimada's ohsession had become an open secret in Ishikawa
—s0 much so that the prefectural governer wired a warning to
the chief of the metropolitan police in Tokyeo to maintain surveil-
lance over the dangerous man who had headed for the capital.
What then were the sources of Shimada's blinding hatred of
Okubo?

A sense of personal failore must have been the starting point
for Shimada's venrure in assassination. He attributed ro the oli-
garchy in Tokyo his inability to achieve prominence in the mili-
tary services. Shimada's promising military career fourished dur-
ing the war of the Mefji Restoration in 1868 when he fought with
the Kaga-han army during its trinmphant march through north-
ern Echigo province on behalf of the imperial cause. This was
the high point of his life, and bactlefield promotions allowed him
to advanee his hereditary status of sshigery, the lowest samurai
class of footsoldiers. By 1871, Shimada was a temporary frst
lieutenant in the reorganized han army. However, his ambitions
were shattered by the abrupt diselution of the Kaga-kon army
at the time of the abolition of fiefs and the creation of the hrst
national military foree. Failure seemed final afver his brief un-
successful effort to study Western military scence at private
schools in Ouaka and Tokyo in 1872,

Career frustration brought to the surface a psychopathic per-
sonality which scemed to account for Shimada's predilection for
the more radical side of every issue in ham politics. He joined the
righteous faction (Seigi-ha) of lower samurai rebels against the
villainous faction { Kembutse-ha) of higher fef Eamilies in 1871;
and in 1875 he led an ultraradical group of samuraj protestors
committed to “direct action™ to restore lost samural rights
Moderate, mainstream leaders of samurai protest were a bit wary
of this husky samursi of “rempestuous temperament,” who was
forever sending angry letters to leaders of rival factions and en-
gaging in feuds of obscure origin.

KEaga sectional spirit provided a milicn that reinforced per-
sonal tendencies and stirred intense hostility toward the Satsuma-
Chéshil oligarchy in Tokyo. Hardly a Kaga man gained mem-
bership in the new national bureaucracy, and it outraged Shima-
da that neither he por any Kaga soldier obtained a commission
in the new natianal army in these years. In 1874 several bundred
politically minded Kaga shizoke formed the Chikokusha (Ad-
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monition Society) to restore the greatness that was Kaga's in the
Tokugawa period when it had ranked first among han with a
rated rice production of 107,000 foks and Lord Macda had
enjoyed a position of profound respect at Edo castle. The Chi-
kokusha was not a conspiratorial organizaton at first. [t called
primarily for a Kaga share in government through creation of a
representative assembly. It charged that the Okubo-dominated
oligarchy had forgotten the Meiji Emperor's promise in the Five
Article Oath of 1868 to create "assemblies broadly convoked”
and, thus, not freeze o any section. The Chilkokusha sent two

tes to Osaka in February 1875 for the first great national
convention of liberal forces that organized the Aikokusha
{Patriots' Society) under the leadership of Itagaki Taisuke, One
of these delegates was Kuga Yoshinao, who later composed Shi-
mada’s assassination apologia, but Kuga was in 1875 part of the
Chilkokusha mainstream leadership that regarded Shimada s a
“rustic” and as too radical and erratic with his talk of physical
force and direct action to be cffective. Indeed, thest leaders
gjected Shimada and his numerous disciples from formal installa-
don ies for Chikokusha members later that spring.'*
Sitill, Shimada breathed decply of the spirit of Kaga sectionalism
as preached by the Chikokusha.

Loss of status s samurai added to the socksl strain which
drove the Shimada group along its violemt cowrse™ His con-
spiracy was obwvipusly the last bitter defiance of an anachronistic
hereditary military class whose socdal and economic underpin-
nings had given way. Shimada rarely mentioned anything so
crass, in samurai eyes, as money—or restotment over the loss he
suffered with forced conversion of stpends to bonds; bat he and
his family lived a hand-to-mouth existence afier 1876, saved only
by the charity of a former high Aen offical. Moreover, loss of
status symbols figured as prominently as ecomomic factors in
stming discontent. It was outlawry of sword-weaning that par-
ticularly angered Shimada, and he regularly defied this order
from the central government.

These elements of social strain expressed themselves in vio-
lence partly because Japaness society accorded a measure of legit-
imacy to this kind of protest. Through the era of Tokugawa
despotism, there developed a long romantic radition of the assas-
sin as folk hero who challenged an oppressive policy and, in his
martyrdom, broughe alteration of it."" More recemtly, the wradi-
tion had been reinvigorated by a series of amaminations that be-
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gan with the killing of Great Elder i Maosuke in 1860, Iron-
ically, It5 and perhaps others now in the oligarchy had molded
in the 1860°s the pattern which inspired Shimada; but they had
already seen it turned against their colleagues carlier in the post-
Restoration era when three major modernizers died at the hands
of traditionalists: in 1869 Councillor Yokoi Shinan, who ex-
pressed interest in demoeracy and Christianity; later the sme
year Viee Minister of War Omura Masujird, who Europeanized
the armed forces: and in 1871 Councillsr Hirozawa Maomi,
whaose centralization policies angered his former Chlishil clans-
men. The incidence of asassination rose with response to a pat-
1ern a5 onc political murder suggested another. Okubo's killers
were steeped in traditions of these carbier "martyred patriots™
whaose actions, therefore, triggered the 1878 affair.®

Another contributing element was the complete politiciza-
uunufnimtﬂmn}'mhhiawipiﬂunum Huan schools of
late Tokugawa created a “passionate concern with politics™
among samurai, a3 R. P, Dore has demonsirated, and instlled
in them civic responsibility for the fate of the nation. Beyond
that, students mdth: romanticized histories which glorified the
military of the early feudal age and popolarized the cult
of the sword. Finally, they absorbed the Confucian doctrine that
dmmwmphmnﬂdth:duwuipunulhﬁhm:
superior who might need to encounter defiance for his own good.
This amalgam encouraged private individoals to resort to vio-
lence, particularly in the absence of alternative means of protest.
The unusually high level of hiteracy in Ishikawa (85 percent
literacy among conscripts from that prefecture in 1887) only in-
tensified the degree of political involvement.™ With the break-
down of older social and political controls immediately after the
Resoration, before the suthority of the home ministry really
penetrated into the prefectures, such political activity sometimes
burgeoned out of control. Indesd, minor police officials who
were nominally home ministry officisls were among Shimada’s
staunchest supporters.
angry men, involved politically and on the lookout for a canse
that would suppert strong opposition to the Meiji leaders. Each
man had his favorite cause. Chi Rengd responded to Saigd's plea
brd:uildmhmlpnmhjmgﬂ::pm‘:uﬂhrmhdnmu-
rai spirit in the private schools, and the young Ishikawa disciple
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simple pleasores as he took two hunting dogs into the mounezing
near the Ishikawa castle-town of Kanazawa to seek fox and
badger. The unproved allegation thar Home Minister Okubo
sent an undercover apgent into Satsuma to assassnate Saigh was
the precipitating incident that moved Ché to plot with Shimada.
By contrast, Wakita K3ichi was attracted to the representative
assembly issue, and the summary rejection of his petition on
behalf of an cleciive parliament by the prefectural office led him
to resign his position as a middle-school teacher, ultimately to
join the conspiracy. Shimada had still another ideclogical griev-
ance. A howling expansionist, he regarded Okubo’s moderate
course in opposing invasion of Korea in 1873 and in arranging
prompt evacuation of Taiwan in 1874 as an unpardonable weak-
ness in foreign policy?® All three men were precccupied with
politics and fized upon Okubo as the thwarter of their divergent
CAUSES. ;

Thar Shimada should emerge as the ringleader of the group
plotting against Okubo was something of a curiosity. He be-
longed to the lowest stratum of samurai. At least three of his
followers were from upper samurai families: of the 200 koku
level {Ché and Sugimura) or of the 300 kokw level (Wakita).
Shimada was harely literate—a man who wrote his ideographs in
a childish scrawl, while Ché was regarded as brilliant—"a jewel
of 2 youth™—and Wakita taught school. Apparently Shimada
gloried in post-Restoration Ishikawa's freer atmosphere that al-
lowed him to mingle with men of good family. They in mrn
were captivated by the charismatic, slightly older man with hi=
jet-black, brigling beard and penetrating eyes. He was ot in
the shishi pattern.

In the autwmn of 1877 the plot thickened as Wakita went to
Tokyo in advance of the rest, ostensibly to enroll in the new gov-
ernment Technical Insttute (Kangpyd Gimkn). In a few weeks
Ché Reng, a sort of associate director of the assassination enter-
prise, followed Wakita to the capital to scout the sitmation. The
scositive Ché, his solemn, thin face omamented by a tiny mus-
tache, was the brains of the group; and in several letters he
analyzed the problem for Shimada back in Kanazawa., The
Tokyo force was augmented in December 1877 with the arrival
of Ché's personal disciple, Sugiovura Bun'ichi, to earoll in the
same Technical Institute as Wakita. Sugimura was very young,
notwithstanding his premature baldness, and this fact may ex-
plain his role a5 a shadowy figure, a follower not a leader. His
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submissive character was akin to that of Shimada's lackey, Sugi-
moto Orogiku, who reached Tokyo in April 1878, Sugimoto was
an odd, dwarfish man, nicknamed “The Buddha" becanse of his
curly hair. The only non-Ishikawa conspirator was Asai Hisaatsu
(1853-1878), a former policeman from Shimane prefecture. Asai
lirerally forced his way into the plot. As a policeman on dury in
Tokyo he had been mobilized to fight against the Satsuma rehels
in 1877 and decarated for bravery, but he spent much of his two-
week leave granted as a reward in a house of prostistion. For
this breach of regulations he was dismissed from the police foree
with the approval of the home minister, Asai joited, therefore,
for the narrowest kind of personal revenge. Meantime, his band
amembled, Shimada left Kanazawa on March 25, 1878, paused to
pray at the shrine of imperial loyalist Kusunoki Masashige near
Kobe, and reached Chi's lodgings in Tokye on April 7 or 87

It was Shimada who commanded the band that appeared at
the palace gate on May 14. In his confession Shimada explained,
"We surrendered to the guard at the palace because we had re-
corded our principal objectives in doing this deed in our Assassi-
nation Apologia which we carried. We wished to hand this over
{to His Majesty, the Emperar).™*

Assariination Rationale
The apologia which the six handed over was in fact ad-
to the masses as much as to the emperor. This became
s

5
an official of the imperial bouschold ministry. Aware that the

avoided answering directly that the Ishikawa journalis Euga
Yoshinao had composed the statement for Shimada. Bather, he
proclaimed grandly, “Our thirty million people—all are our allies
as we climinate the tyrannical officials.” To make doubly sure
that the document came to the attention of the people, Shimada
arranged for a confederate to leave copies of it at the offices of
two newspapers at the hour of the assasination. One of them,
the Chdya Shimbun, 2 Tokyo daily, published extracts from it

The main thrust of the argument in this document was that
laws of the time were derived neither from the emperor'’s will
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nor from the people, but were the arbitrary creations of a few

leaders. Elimination of these men who had come
between the emperor and his people was justified, the statement
within bounds. But those who deserved o dic were so many and
the conspirators o few that the six could not dispatch all of the
“evil officials.” They selected Okubo as the chief symbol of mis-
taken government policy, believing that his murder would over-
awe the rest and somehow restore a desirable stare of affain™

Their strategy of revolution consisted almost entirely of a
few powerful phrases. “If the root and trunk be eliminated, the
branches and leaves will wither away." Changing imagery, the
rationale evoked an apocalyptic vision of a single dramaric act
that would “stir the public spirit in all corners of the land, and
restore the fallen forrunes of the nation” This revolutionary
strategy did not embrace planning beyond the assassination plot.
Tts instigators amsumed that, thenceforth, things were automati-
cally geing to happen to bring an imperial restoration, popular
government, or some other desirable end.

A strange mixture of waditionalist and modern objectives
ran through the apologia. In the list of charges against Oluba,
the assassins condemned him, on the one hand, fior economic
mudﬂ'niﬂtinnpn]iﬁﬂwhi:hnﬂnedﬂmnmﬂﬂdﬂ,hnnn
the other they denounced him just as vehemently for delay in
political modernization which would have allowed representative
institutions to vent their grievances.

The language of the five formal charges preferred aginst
Okubo has a foree and directness which makes quotation worth-
while. Okubo's first crime was that he had blocked the move for
representative government, contrary to the promise given in the
Five Articlke Oath and made more dehnite in 1873, To quote
the exact words, “He has ignored public opinion, suppressed the
people’s rights, and, thereby, seized absolute power for himself.”
Socalled crimes two and three related o Okubo’s use of wax
money for corrupt or frivolous purposss. “"His second crime: he
has conducted the administration for private ends, openly coun-
renanced corruption, and extended his influcoce and fortune as
he pleased. His third crime: be has carried out low priority con-
struction projects, put up useless buildings which are mere oma-
ments, and, thereby, exhausted the nation's finances.” Corrup-
tion, in the minds of the conspirators, had made the povernment
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into a kind of a merchant house from which officials started their
own companies or exerted public influence for privare ends—
Inove Kaorn's manipulations in copper mining, for example.
Lavish expenditures drew censure as Okobo put up expensive
public buildings, furnished the palace luxuriously, installed gas-
lights in Tokyo, and spread railways and telegraph lines through
the land. The vigor and bustle of Europe during his visit in 1873
has deluded him into believing thar these visible ornaments
of the spendtheift policy: “He has aliensted patriotic samurai,
causing rebellions.” Not only had samurai stipeads stopped; in
Shimada's inverted world, the government had precipitated the
Saga rebellion of 1574 by striking against a minor samurai pro-
test mecting. Next, in 1877 the government tried to assassinare
the Great Saigh, and—when he started his march on Tokyo—
declared him a ¢riminal and rebel without a hearing. Okubo's
fifth and fingl crine derived from all the others. “He has blun-
dered in foreign policy and lost the national rights.™ The expan-
sionist-minded Ishikawa assassin had in mind “humiliations” to
Japan in Korea, Karafuto, the Ryukyu Islands, and elsewhere?

This apologia represented Shimads’s effort © me the im-
perial institution, the central myth of the state, to promote his
own cause. He identified his political distidence with imperial
loyalism, and wuched a responsive chord in the nation®™ Oko-
bo, the subject who was guilty of “subordination of the imperial
line,” was also responsible for “impoverishment of the masses.”
Okubo's elimination, therefore, would effect imperial restoration
and end samurai poverty, Shimads reasoned.

Shimada aler invoked the shishi tradition of the brave and
loyal defender of principle, who goes to death defiant and unge-
pentant, this proving his sincerity, In his last exhoration to his
eight-year-old son, Shimada explained that “loyalty to principle
(meibun taigi) bears linde relationship to victory or defear”
Ofeen the righeous fail—Saigh for example; whereas traitors 1o
the imperial house succeed—HBj8 Yoshitoki (who crushed Em-
perar Go-Toba in 1221) and Ashikaga Takauji (who deserted
the cause of Emperor Go-Daigo in 1336), both sinister prototypes
of Okubo, Had Shimada been successful, like the United States
revolutionaries against England, he would ne loager be con-
sidered a rebel but a hero, he told his son in a farewell evocative
of both his limited vision and his sense of righteousness ™
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Responses to the Assassination

On July 27, 1878, Shimada and his band received the capital
the justice ministry’s special court established to try them. Judge
Tamano Seiri sentenced them to death at 10 asa., and execu-
toners beheaded the six in the yard of Ichigaya prison in Tokyo
at 1130 s the same day. Shimada played oot his role as
shighi w the end, encouraging his comrades w die bravely and
leading the way withour flinching. He requested only thar his
bonds be loosened. Asked if he had last words, he merely suid,
“Nothing."=

As the men had anticipated, Ishikawa prefecture virtually
canonized them for their deed and their deaths, Ishikawa men
reclaimed their remains, and in 1879 buried them with honor in
a scenic spot beneath the pines ot the foot of Mount Meda on the
outskirts of their old castletown of Kanazawa, In tme, the
myth of the herolc aswssing received the official imprimarar as i
appeared in the prefectural history, hardly diluted. This official

ication devoted more than a hundred pages o the conspiracy,
providing a long, sympathetic account that turned it into an epic.
It may not be coincidental that Kuga Yoshinao (1843-1915),
author of the apologia, on his release from life imprisonment in
the Emperor Meiji's general amnesty of 1889, became archivist
and historian for the house of his old feudal lord ™

The nation as a whobe was less enthusiastic than Ishikawa,
but not altogether condemnatary. Theose who mourned Okubo
were chiefly his acquaintances. Even in Tokyo there was glori-
fication of the assasans, as in Yoshikawa's 1879 biographical
novel on Shimada, The author portrayed the assassin as 2 senti-
mental patriot and stirred sympathy for the brotherhood of con-
spirators by relating their Robin Hood exploits. To be sure,
some newspapers condemned the action forthrightly, mosdy gov-
ernment papers such as the Nicki Nichi Shimbun. Opposition
papers said lictle in the face of dght povernment control under
the Press Law of 1875; for the Chéye Shimbun received a ten-
day suspension for publishing part of the assawination apologia,
an actian “injurious to the peace of the country.” The flourish-
ing foreign-language press, whiose editors were shielded by extra-
territoriality, had freedom to say what opposition Japanese editors
only felt. Typical was the [apan Dally Herald, which scored the
“morbid and perverted feeling of patriotism™ that provoked the
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violence but expressed grudging praise for men whose act was
“redeemed by unsclfish sacrifice™ The Herald then identified
ﬂnmu:-ufﬂtpiutnmhﬂl:'ﬂultjmﬂhudufgmm
that brought “despotic suppression of expression of opinion
!J'Ifnusl'lth[nm—lhtﬂitrrwh! of nations™ and “denial of
representative government, ™

In whar degree did such veiled sympathy move government
policy toward the assassing’ stated aims—toward representative
povernment, less state support for economic enterprise, and a
sirong foreign policy? Immediate policy changes were imper-
ceptible, except for assignment of police guards for cabinet min-
isters, Shortly afterwards, perhaps there was some offical re-
gponse in the edict of July 22, 1678, implementing the earlier pro-
posal of the assembly of local officials for election of legislanares
in both urban and rural prefectures. Moreover, reduction of gov-
ernment support for economic modernization commenced abour
this time and culminated in the sale of many government enter-
prises in 1881. Professor Tsuchiya Takao regards the assassina-
tion as one factor, 3 subordinate one, in the policy change. No
immediate foreign-policy shift resulted; but the long-range sig-
nificance of the asassination lay in the fact that the conspirators
of 1878 revived and popularized a behavioral pattern that twen-
ticth-century members of the radical right msed to move the
nation toward war, expansion, and defeat.

NOTES

1. Ameriesn sudics of secial change “wend w0 lsck the clemenn of violenss,
rvelution, da, and #eology,” concermed 23 they are with “'moodinuitios i

[August 1968),

2, All ix pardcipasts ls thy amack oa Okubo were sbisolw, & cas thar
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mawed his name from the Gmily register o prodect his relstives o the oon-
seqpeences of the plot. Hioki Kem, sl [shidowefes b (History of Rhilees
prefeciure), § vels (Tokyo, 1939-80), IV, 1159,

5, Ohubo held the poaltes of coundllor, or smgd, in addition w his wd-
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ainistrative post 8 homse minkier. The coundl of sate, a polics-making hedy,
met ap the palaee siv dmses manchly.

4. Tokyo Nickd Nichi Shimbss, May 15, 187, o MNelsysms Yesumaes,
o, Shimbun chdey Mefp denmen sl (Docamentary histery of the M e in
newspapen), 15 vob (Tokyo, 1934-38), T, 390; Japen Wanbly Ml May 18,
178,

5. Raouods blgoys, Oksbe Torkimichi dew (Bography of Oicabo Tashimi-
chij, 3 vale (Tokyo, i910=11), OL, TéS-Ti.

6, Discussions st Ti's bome that merning bevween IS and Tahmaki Seifs,
Olnohe's close ssseciate, plus Sasaki Takayuki had centercd on the postbility
ket Oilonbo: might take charge of the chamberlsioe of the palace while If moved
up o home miniser, Add., 0, T70-74.

7. There 1 & fenily padiden thay the deparpere was deluyed slighaly by the
cries of Okubo's two-pear-old doughier, whom tee [ather parmally carried w0
thee pewmion beivre hamding ber back w fwer nesiher, e us ibis scasion wniy
mhﬁrrﬂmﬂmlumhuf:hrn'lumu:thun;m;ﬂk;ﬁ:::ﬁﬂ:#]
iﬁnhwmlﬁhmdh&wmwlﬂmcmmhmn
e hack door. Inierview wath M liie (the deegheer) by ashor, Tokyo,
Ampunt 33, 1957,

B, FEdinorisd, fosen Dothe Hered, Man 13 1878

9. Crcket grownds were even laid oat on the lawn, This strocoore hed
created controversy Broen the start, amd lepend has ir dhat Saigh is Kagodhima
allegedly decided an che fimal break winh Bk boyhood friend Obubs In 1877 an
weang 5 phetngraph of the connly bomse,

10. Tronkcally the manmon of the Great Ekler i Maoske, victim of the
specticular amasssation plot of 1860, siwod near this spot. The woy masse of
ﬂtﬁmlﬁm&ﬁwﬂ&m&:mdﬁ:ﬂﬂmnw}m“m
locared there in the Tolougaws era: the lonl of K, the lord of Owari, and the
H fammily,

1. Dfikasa-ken bd, 1V, 1124,

13, Dksbo was vimually uspuarded despite ces sarlir serious atempt o
his life and pemercus threats. Futaki Chiake, Kagoshima shiredwe, had been
septenced 8o pricom for the 1876 asmsination sttempr. Oa the mimimal plam
Tor Oigubao’s peotection see the P32% interview with the groom Odaka Yesklkichs
(ko was then slghry) by Ishigere Tedamori as peblished in Mwrobuse Tetzard,
Nikon no wvorbinels | |apanese termdiab Tolpa, 1962), pp. B384

13, lromseallly, @ was Coussillor Seps Tougemichi, younger brother of the
Grcat Saiph, whe hurried 0 b falkn collagus Okshs and secompanied the
remaies back o the Okubo mamios.

This account of the asmsination is based om the following primary ased
soonadary wouwrcesr Murobuse Tetmrd, Nokew no forevinao, pp. 33-808; Lubkamwe-
hen oki, TV, 1024-30; Karmsda, Ohfwbe Toshimichi dew, I, 768-74; Tokyo
Nicki Nichi Shimben, May 15, 1878, in Moy Arancs bf, 10, 300-90; lepen
Dy Hersld, Bay 15, 1878; Tansks Sigord, (huboe Toslbisicld (Tokyo, 1534),
PRt

14, Memben of the mghteous fction maissned clow be with Seinuma,
which displeyed vadidonsfe snd seperatin tendenciss; the villsinous faevinn
sided with the cesiral government, which was committed o polidies of mod-
emization and political uashcation,
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15. Sugimors Boxichl {1B60=78), yosnger brother of Chkokushs chicf
Sugimurs Kamsel, joined the asmasinstion consplrscy of 1874,

Hrlth:—'hmlkmﬁﬂﬂlh'mtnphﬂﬂ[. Smelser,
Theory of Collective Bebawior (Hew Yook, 19610, pacim.

17. The incidence of amsssinstion in the Tolmgwwa pericd we Dot grest
by modern Jupusess sandseds, bov 3 few celehrmed desds of wislencs gained
wide public approval In 1684 the “sbls bui arhioary™ Grest Elder Floe Mam-
inshi badd beem killled by one of the jusier clders, Edwin 0. Reischaser and Joha
K. Pairbank, Eso dos the Grem Tredinon (Bomon, 1960), p. &0, Mare so-
miloaal was the smanisation of the Jeoior Elder Tenmma Momtoms by am
nferiats] pmlace pmardsman who believed that his owa peoealogy was being
wmed by the parvenn Twmma v forge bis arsocmiie oedemtisls, Heafinry
sfisocraty all approved; moreover, conservative forees gemerally weleomed this
o 3 cemmare of Teouma"s faches, insovstonks besd of goverssnest, Joha W,
Hall, Tanwma Offirepu IF19-1788: Forcrwener of Modora Japes (Cambridge,
1955), p. 3%, pp. 42-43,

18, Infermation sbous Skimada comes primarily fom bhibessbes ohi,
IV, 240-51. Por 3 revealiag aocount of the motdvedon of Teege Shirdziemon in
asasslpating Yool Shinam me Mori Ogal Opef senrbid (Complere worls of
Ogad: Tokype, 1936}, VI, 3674 Prodese Devdd Abssch of Morbern Miacts
Ueivervty called my sttentinn to the lanes.

1%, R, F. Dore, “The Legucy of Tokugaws Education,” in Marius B. Jan-
sca, od, Chamging Japancse Atotuder foward Medernisarion (Prinoesen, 1965),
. 10D o, 117-1%.

20, Skimads had met Saigh at the dme the Sitvama lader was promisent
w advecits of an sttack on Eores, end Shimads weis charmed by the preat mon.
Even when oversems expamsion wok place, howerer, Shimada was denied glory;
fes, though be voluntcered for e Taiwan expedition in 1874, he wis ot in-
vited o join.

2L, Jodge Tamaes Seiri, whe condecied the irial of the complraion, waa
repuied 1w have given this praice, Dofilewes-den w8, IV, |157-58,

1LY Lifhawa-ken chi, TV, 1156-62.

21, shireads’s Cosifeminn, dgred July &, AT reprintsd in Estmda, Jloko
Torkimichi dem, 10, TT9=E3

4. Choya Shimbun, May 15, 1878; Iohikewa-ken o, IV, 1125,

1% In the apologia the canspirstors asseried, “Kido Takeposhl, Olnsbe
oehinichi, and Iwaloers Temomi—thess were the ringlesders, Mor could we
Ofoma Shigeecks, W Hirobumi, Kurods Kiyotsks, or Kawaji Teehs-
In sddition, i we oesider Sanjd Sancwomd and corruptioniss of b
the sumber of small-ime hangerson b cousdles.™ Kide bod rocsived
consideration an the tarper of the sssulss "Uncrpectedly Takiyoski died of
llbsess, This must have bees che will of Heaven, that one of the great comup-
tionians should come W his end thoe™ Apeloghs tevt in Katnsds, Oéwbo Tk
ok dem, 1L, 3=,

2. Olshe's offoctive personal megotistices s Peklng in 1874 reoved short
shrift in lshikswa on the grounds that the governmens wied 1 paw off Chisa's
payment for reads and repais i Taiwan @ an indemeity, For texy asd mupgle-
mencary explanstion of tbe spelogia see Jekidows-ben shi, TV, 1125-43; Kaods,
dhuto Toskimicki des, HI, T76-80,
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37, The ramamle for this & veond s Herachel Webh, Thy Joponrer Jo-
prvial lertitution in phy Tokupesa Period (Mew York, 1968), 247-54,

2. Tent of the farwwell memage & fobibewa-ben oh, IV, 1152-55.

29, Meid,, I¥, 114549, Seventren other Dihikiwa men received sessrsses
@.mm-umapmm In addition, & loeldess
Tokyo policrmmas freen Ishikaws wrote b broher s Kanoraws by prade of the
aamasing” “ghosiows dord™ for wikich expresves of satment b reccivad dhimy

M. Before the soawisation, s May 9, 1873, Kega fed Tokys; and he
wis employed ms editor of the I Shimbun when be way smosted om Bay 27 ar
a public bath in the city of le=. Employess of the paper mubsequently gave =
lbassguet in his bonee. Robibswwe-bew ofi, TV, 1163,

3. Edivwisl, jepos Doy Herald, May 17, 1878, Obobe wui given the
fiest mane fuseral o moders Smes, and thonaads participated s the precmsion
w Acyama cometery, wiere bis remaine wene interred. Beband hiz nmb were
baried the coachman and the borse whe had been in the home minister's service.
On the horse’s sone marker is an Smage of the Gathful beast as if for a Tung
EMErar.
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