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In dealing with the phenomenon of Pan-Asian thinking in
the Meiji period, the historian encounters almost inexhaustible
materials that apparently nourish a vague conspiracy theory for
Japanese political expansion.® The present study, which focuses
on the attempt by a few Japaness activists in the 1890 to plant
the seeds of Pan-Asian golidarity in the kingdom of Siam, is no
exception. The similarity between the ideas of these activitists
and those of the more disciplined militarists of the Shiwa era
compels 1 to remind ourselves again of the importance of con-
jonctisre and context in dealing with the history of ideas, This
is all the more true in that this paper must give regrettably short
shrift to considerastions of ambince and to the historical context
to which these Meiji Pan-Asianist ideas were in ot wedded.
The purpose herein is merely o discuss and evaluate one brief
but instructive interlude in Meiji Japan's relations with Siam in
which Japancse Pan-Asianism was put to one of its carliest and
severest tests, For the wider context of late nineteenth-century
Japan and Siam, the works of M. B. Jansen and D. K. Wyatt are
recommended o put the present study in beiter perspective.’

The Resumption of Official Relations

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the catslyst of
European presence in Japan and the emergence there of restless
elements thrown up by the political, social, and economic trans-
formations of that age encouraged a number of Japanese o
migrate, same temporarily, some permanently, o the kingdom of
Siam. Under a succession of community leaders, including the
miich-romanticized Yamada MNagamasa, these emigrants and
expatriates achieved considerable economic and political power
in Siam, if only for a very brief period. The exclusionist policies
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disappearance of the Japanese setdement in Siam, though it was
kepe alive in siory and legend in Japan throughout the Toku-
gawa period, Formal contscts between the rwo states ceased,
however, for a period of 241 years (1634 w 1875).¢

Some of the same factors that in the colorful “Era of Ya-
Nagamasa™ impelled Japanese o venture into Siam were
n operative, mutatis mutandiz, in the late nineteenth cenmury
a new chapter opened in Japan's relations with Siam.
Again there was a European presence in Japan, accompanied by
important political and sociveconamic changes that produced a
frustrated warrior class and an emancipated merchant class,
Once again, therefore, in the 1870%, the eightics, and the nineties,
the regions of Southeast Asia, over which the Wako pirates and
ltdﬁu]ﬂldingahipsu[nldh:dﬂngad,mr:ﬂmmutdbf
probing Japanese. As each new and exotic tale of these tropic
lands appeared in Japan, interest in the region increased.

One of the earliest examples of this Meiji genre of “South
Seas” lore was Otori Keisuke's Shamu Kikd (Journey to Siam),
written by the first Japanese to visit that country since the early
seventeenth century® Although the Gtori mission of 1875 was
not an official diplomatic embassy, Otori was a government offi-
cial (of the old ministry of public works or kébusks) and his
objective was 1o investigate conditions in Siam and to
for eventual formal traty relations with that country.® In inter-
views with Otori, the young king Rama V of Siam, first showed
an interest that he woold Jong maintin in Japan's response to
the common problem of Western encroachment in Asia,

The Japanese did not pursuc the matter of treaty relations
with Siam, most probably because they themselves became en-

in treaty revision problems with the West, Four years
after the Ovori visit, however, Siam took the imitiative and
through an intermediary informed the Tokyo foreign office thar
they were anxious 1 pursue the matter of treaty relations broughe
up by Ouori.” !

The full explanation for the Siamese desire in 187 w con-
clude a treaty with Japan must await a3 study of Banghok
archives. Tt surely stemmed in part, at least, from the initial ad-
ministrative reforms of the young Siamese monarch Rama V,
which inchuded the creation of a Western-style, independent de-
partment for foreign affairs in 1875.°
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The Siamese interest in a treaty may also have been related
to her pecoliar international position. Siarm was under heavy
Western imperialist pressure at this juncture and was in need of
diplomatic support. She could no longer look to China for this,
given the latter’s obvious weakness after the Opiom War, and
the kings of Siam had already begun to ease their country out
of the traditional tributary relationship with the Middle King-
dom. China, on the other hand, had rejected Siamese requests
in 1878 for a new diplomatic reladonship of Western-siyle
equality. Siamese inquiries to Japan in 187 probably reflected
the failure to instituee such relations on a basis of equality with
China®

In response o the Siamese, Japan replied that it was pre-
occupied with its own treaty revision problems but that it wli-
mately intended o establish regular treaty relations with Siam.'®
Mo forther contact on the official level oocurred untl mid-1887
when Rama V of Siam transmitted 2 personal request to the
Meiji Emperor that diplomatic relations be resumed. He indi-
cated his “sincere desire to bring to an end any misunderstand-
ings" thar might have existed between the two countrics—a
reference to events in the early seventeenth centory that led w
the long lapse in official relations. The same letter introduced
the king's younger brother and (since 1885) minister of foreign
affairs, Prince Theewawoy (Devawongse) a: minister plenipo-
tentiary 1o negotiate the resumption of relations with Japan*

Prince Theewawot) was then abrad on a spedial mission to
study Western political insttutions; he was scheduled vo return
home by way of Japan.'® He arrived in Tokyo in September
1867 and, afrer an audience with the Meiji emperor, he signed a
“Declaration of Friendship and Commerce” with Japan's Vice-
Foreign Minister Aoki Shiizs.™*

One important factor behind this Siamese initiative of 1887
seems to have been Rama Vs interest in Japan's oogoing edu-
cational reforms, This was manifest in Jaouwary 1888 when
another royal emissary, Cawphrajaa Phasdsaksrawo (Bhas-
karawongse) journeyed to Tokyo to exchange the newly-ratified
“Declaration of Friendship.” Phaadsakorawed), who was soon to
become minister of education himeelf and who fgores im-
portantly in this study, was accompanied by an official of the
Education Department, Khun Worakaan Koson (Thabthim
Bunjaradphan, later Phrajaa Phinidsaaraa). The lawer spent the
next five months in Japan at the behest of Rama V, making a
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study of the Japaness school system.'* His subsequent report
does not seem to have been utilized by the Siamese, however, and,
in spite of the king's interest, no further steps were taken tw im-
plement the 1887 “Declaration of Friendship.”

“South Seas Fever” in Japan

Although there were no noteworthy official relations berween
Japan and Siam between 1888 and 1897, it was in this brief
perind that an active Japaness interest in the latter country firs
manifested itself, albeit on an unofficial level. ‘This was in mrn
related to the shifting emigration and colonization discussions
that had been carried on in Japan continuously since the Meiji
Restoration of 186818

The idea of colonization in early Meiji years was limited o
the Tahoku and the northern igdands—strictly a domestic af-
fair. The Hawaii and Guam emigration ventures were both
arranged by the previous Tokugawa government and were car-
ried out in 1368 against the orders (as in the Hawaii enterprise)
ﬂhﬁﬂwﬂtﬂ::dﬁ:ﬂkmwhdg![ﬂinﬂuﬂmmaﬁir}dﬁe
Maiji government On a oumber of subsequent occasions in
the first decade of its existence the new government exhibirted its
reluctance to endorse any emigration projects abroad (other than
those in the north) 7

Despite this negative official atitude in the carly Meiji
period, certain individuals dreamed of more distant felds for
Japanese emigration activity abroad. For analytical purposes
these individuals can be singled out as cxponents of a peculiar
forin of expansion quite distinct from the more purely political-
military expansionism calling for expeditions against Korea or
Taiwan. A closer look at these emigration advocates will show,
however, that in almost every case their projects are but variants
of; and not essentially different from, the general idea of political
expangion abroad. The political nuance can be found in the
abstract emigration arguments of Taguchi Ukichi, who pio-
velopment in Taiwan and the Sowth Seas™ The same nusnce
can be found in the thinking of the leading emigration advocate
of the Meiji era, Admiral Enomoto Takeaki. This is of partico-
lar relevance here, for Enomoto, more than any other, gave the
greatest impetus to Japancse emigration and colonizing attempes
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in the Malay Peninsula and Siam in the 16905, These later in
turn provided the framework in that arca for several years of
minkan shiski (non-governmental activist) activity which high-
kighted Japan's relatinns with Siam in the Meiji period.

At a time when the Mciji government was discouraging the
emigration of its people to Southeast Asia, Enomoto was con-
ducting a solitary campaign to ensure 3 peormanent Japaness
presence there, His notions were a compound of defensive con-
cern (as an obd naval man familiar with the South Seas) abow
the encroachments of the West in Southeast Asia and a recog-
nition of Japan's need for a secure avenne for maritime trade
with Australia and the West through the Indian Ocean. In his
mind, the means by which this secure avenue could be effected
was emigration and colonization—two words of roughly the
ame sgnificance for many Meji emigration enthusiasts, This
what captored the fancy of the late-Meiji rhicki who appeared,
most often with the direct backing of Enomotn, an the Malay
Peninsula and Siam in the 18905, In advocating such things as
the purchase of the Marianas (*Radordnen™ or Ladrones), and
the assimilation of Guam, Papua, and the Solomons by Japan in
16876-77, Enomoto was, as his biographer aptly notes, many years
ahead of his countrymen.®

In another fashion too, Enomoto served the cause of emigra-
tion to the maritime areas stretching southwards from the Jap-
anese archipelago. In 1679 he and several like-minded individ-
mals formed the Tokyo Geographic Socety (Tokyd Chigaku
Kydkai). The bulletin of this grovp often carried articles by
proponents of maritime emigration veniures and sometimes of
outright military expeditions o the sowth* These anicles con-
stitute the beginnings of a distinctive genre of Japanese journal-
isn and romantic prose devoted to tropical Southeast Asia.
Dwring the 1880%s, the bulk of this kind of literature gradually.
swelled pari pagrn with new travel and exploration accounts, as
the process of Japanese discovery of the Sowth Seas continped

This progressive accomulation of lore about the maritime
south heralded, and no doubt helped 1o bring about, a shift in
emphasis towards that area of the world in the discussions in
Japan on emigration and colonization® By the end of the
1880%s, the old erudile arguments rationalizing the reserdement
of the losers in the Restoration Wars had evolved consderably.
Miyake Setsurel, the Meiji publicist, could later write of the new
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atmospbere in these terms: “The “colonial fever' at that tme
and especially the ‘South Seas fever' (Nan'yd svisu) was very
strong, Most people have forgotten this wday, but it was awfully
high at that dme. It muost have been the influence of Germany.
« ++ It was gaid in Japan that we had to scquire colonies from
somewhere, and every possibility was checked,™

It is clear that the “South Seas fever™ of which Miyake
spoke was almost exclusively directed towards insular Southeas
Asia. The writings and activities of such pionecers in “southern
expansion” (moensbin) proposals as Taguchi Ukichi, Enomeoto
Takeaki, Yokoo Tosaku, Suzuki Keikun, Sugiura Jugo, Suga-
numa Teifu, Shige Shigetaka, and others in the 1880%s are
oriented mwwards the Philippines, the Marshalls, Marianas, and
Carolinas, but there is almost no attention to Japan's future role
in the Malay Peninsula, Siam, and the adjacent areas of main-
land Southeast Asin® Japan's relations with Siam had been
quiescent since the 1887 Declaration of Friendship, with the ex-
cepion of one or two adventuresome merchants whe st up shop
in Bangkok. The situation would probably have remained thus
for some time had it oot been for an unusually energetic and
ambitious Japanese diplomatic agent in Singapore, Saitd Miki.

Saith was Japan's firt consul satoned in Singaporc, and
almost immediately after his appointment there in 1890, he be-
gan o draw atichtion to the potential of the Malay Peninsula
and Siam for Japanese emigration and colonization. By the tme
Admiral Enomoto Takeaki assumed the post of foreign minister
in the firm Matsukata Cabinet in May 1891, Saitd was already
full of jdeas about the future of Japan in that part of the world
and the role of emigration in making that furure. His plans are
warth notng becsuse they foreshadow the framework in which
the shishi cmigration movement in Siam would be carried out.

Saitd's plans are revealed in a conversation he held with ex-
Foreign Minister Aoki Shilzd in Singapore in May 1892, From
Saitl's procis werbale of this talk we learn that he advocared thar
Japen undertake colonization in the northern part of the Malay
Peninsula (since the southern pordon was already wo much
under British control). He noted that the northern part, roughly
from the Isthmus of Kra down along the east coast w Treng-
gany, was entirely in Siamese territory but that it was inhabired
only by savages and that Siamese sovercignty was only nominal,
“If suitable areas were located and if the Siamess government
were approached to recognise the emigration of our nationals | |
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it may be imagined how grealy it would aid the future expan-
sion of cur position and power in Asia.” He then came to the
pidee de rérigance of his Siam emigration idess: Japaness con-
trol of a Kra canal, to peutrabize the British at Singapore and
give Japan control of the maritime commerce plying between the
Indizn Ocean and the Far East. *. ., If perchance our nationals
could emigrate to areas around the Isthmus of Kra and, after
occupying this great, wild expanse of land, were 1o seek out at
an appropriate tme favorable points for controlling the Lsthovus,
mdifﬂjrpwcrctnucaﬂtlﬂmlmit.wdliiu:huu
the canal, would mean the seizure of the commercial supremacy
of the eastern and western seas.”

Saith was interested in evenrual colonization of southwestern
peninsular Siam by Japancse, therefore, but he envizioned this as
a gradual emigration movement northwards towards the Isthmus
of Kra from o bast on the southwest coast. For the moment,
southwest coast of the Malay Peninsula from Johore northwards.
Aoki Shuzd was enthusiastic, and at his suggestion Saitd wrote
af his plans to the new foreign minister, Enomoto Takeaki *

Enomoto, who had bombarded the government with me-
morials on the peed for a maritime policy in the south since the
mid-1870"s, was, in his post as foreign minister, in an excellent
position to carry out his own plans. In July 1891, over the objec-
tions of less visionary members of the Matsukata Cabinet, he pet
up an emigration section | fmin-ka ) attached to the cabinet secre-
tariat (dopn kanbd )" This was Japan's first government office
set up expressly to facilitate emigration abroad. The new sec-
tion, of course, needed information on suitable sives; and Eno-

moto, using his posiion as foreign minister, mobilized varions
j:pnnu:muhuuuudﬂnmghm:h:&nntb&mmmﬂm
preliminary sorveys for him. He thus welcomed Said’s ideas
and endorsed his plans for the Malay Peninmula, Saiwd carried
out a survey of that area in 1893 and, in 1894 while on an official
mission o Siam, made another survey there ™

It was roughly at this point that the enthusiasm for emigra-
tion enterprises and the general “South Seas fever™ of the times
wene translated into action in Japan by a growing number of
shirhirdnin {activist-drifter) types who were in the vaditions of
Oi Kentarf's Pan-Asianism, The encouragement of emigration
schemes by such men as Enomoto and Saitd provided the op-
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portunity for a host of Japanese adventurers, pe'er-do-wells, po-
litical malcontents and even a few daring businessmen to seck
their fortunes in Siam.

The Shishi Interlude in Siam

The shishi Pan-Asian movement in Japan in the late Meiji
period has already received excellemt monographic trestment jn
English and requires no introduction here® Suffice it to say
that a pumber of remarkable representatives of this dhisky tradi-
tion, with all the usual connections with the kiberal opposition
and the economic and historical ties to southwest Japan—partic-
ularly the Kumamoto area—made their debut on the Asfan
scene in Siam in the mid-1990's, shortly before their main ap-
pearance in the Chinese revolution. Their story in Siam is of
interest not because they conquered, for they in fact failed mises-
ably in their invohate designs there, but rather because these Pan-
Asian idealists confronted aother independent *Asian” country
possessed of an advanced culture, but one not within the Sino-
Confucian civilization complex, In a sense Siam was a test case
for Okakura Tenshin's thesis that Asia was “omc™: the very
essence of Pan-Asianism™ Their story is important wo because
it adds to our cumulative knowledge of the Japanese image of
Asia—an image that did ot die with the shizAi failures in Siam
and later in China. Finally, their story is important because it
forms a hitherio wnknown aspect of Japan's relations with Siam
and Southeast Asia in the Meiji era.

The first of a oumber of Japanese shishi adventurers who
sought heroic destinies in Siam was ope Iwamoto Chizana, 1
solitary figure not ar first connected with the emigration activi-
ties of Saitd Miki and Enomoto Takeaki® It is significant, how-
ever, that he soon found he could best translate his own long-
mg:nkrmﬂ:nthmmﬁammNMMwm:nﬂlum
of emigration projects. The official history of the
(Amur River or Black Dragon Society) dubbed him as dissalue,
untamed, irascible and temperamental™ In his own memoirs
Iwamoto confided that he was “of 3 careless disposition™ and
somewhat “impatient with details and trifles.™® Born in 1858
the son of a samurai, his cotire life was 3 mooument to these
characterizations. He was cashicred from the army in 1888 for
continuing to associate with liberal opposition leaders {such as
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Inukai Teoyoshi) who were at odds with the government. He
thereby joined a horde of other young activists who were deeply
coneerned about government repression at home and the tense
Far Eastern situation abroad.

Iwarnoto was too much the man of action, however, and he
determined o take positive steps of his own by journeying
through the lands of the Orient. By sheer chance he was en-
couraged to go to Siam by an old samurai from Akizuki Han
whose son had been adopted in 1888 by the Siamese statesman
Cawphrajaa Phaadsaksrawor) when the latter visited Japan. The
son, Yamamoto Yasurard, was o be his contact in Banghok **

lnﬂug‘u.ﬂllﬂE,Imnﬂnmun:lmtmalh:ﬂ-dlnmﬂ
ing from Kobe to Singapore with ten yen in his pocker. Utterly
impoverished by the dme he reached Singapore, he was able o
pawn some clothing and his hat, and with the six yen proceeds
he continued his journey to Bangkok, arriving there in Scptem-
ber 1892, hatless, shocless, dressed in a grimy Western-style suit,
unable o speak any forcign language. This inauspiciows arrival
truly foreshadowed a decade of uninterrupted fascos that awaited
him in Siam.

On arrival in Banghkok, Iwamoto sought out Yamamoto
Yasutard, This man, together with another Japanese youth,
Yamameoto Shinsuke, had been brought back to Siam in 1888 and
given an extensive classical Siamese edueation at the royal school
for nobility in Bangkok, the Suan Kulash (Rose Garden) School
—no doubst the first and perhaps the only foreigners to attend this
exclusive institute™ Educated in the same way as upper<lass
Siamess youth, both were in 1892 fuent in Siamese as well as
English., Very linle is known of Yamamoto Shinsuke except
that in 1897 he sccompanied Iwamoto Chizuna on the larter's
111-day scouting journey through Siam, Laocs, and Annam and
as a result died in Hanoi. The other Yamamoto, Yasutars, played
a more active role in Siamese-Japanese relations; when Iwamoto
arrived in Bangkok in 1892 he was working as an interpreter for
the Siamese ministry of education, headed by his adopeed
“father,” Phaadsmakorawo.® Through this Yamamoto, Iwamoto
Chizuna was introduced to the latter and also to one of Siam's
eminent military men, Minister of Agriculture Cawphrajaa
in 1888, had already displayed his sympathies for Japan and
would continge to do so. Surasag, a soldier and Siam's most
militant nationalist of this period, soon became an even more
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ﬂnrhlunﬂmiurnfﬂn]:plm:ndprmcdult:hc&gfqﬂ
suipport in Sjam.®

According to lwamoto's account, it was with the support
and endorsement of Phaadsakorawo( and Surasag that he re-
turoed w Japan in February 1893 to acquaint political leaders
with the dangers facing Siam from the West, and the need o
revise Japan's Far Eastern policies accordingly. Siam was indeed
in a tense struggle with France at this time over the Laos
region, but Iwamoto’s attempts to persiade his countrymen of
the dangers were in wvain. He was viewed as an “itinerant
swindler,” and his warnings were received with “cold smirks”
and nothing more. He finally succeeded in interesting a min-
istry of commeree and agricolture official in a business venture
in Siam, and was in Kobhe making preparations to return to that
country when he heard the news of the “Franco-Siamese Ind-
dent."™®

France had finally broken with Siam over the issue of who
was to control the old Siamese vassal saws of upper Laos. On
July 13, 1893, French gunboats forced their way up the Chao
Phraya River and threatened Bangkok in an incident that had
profoend repercussions oot only in Siam but in Europe as
ﬁ;n;n;tm‘l ru-:l:lnnu;u typically precipitate. When he

incident on July 30, 1893, he everythi
wa@m@ﬁ,namamTﬂem.m

On his way, Iwamoto encountered in Shanghai another
young Japanese itinerant adventurer who was humrying w Siam

the same reason as himself, This was Ishibashi Usaburs,
another classic representative of the late-Meiji shicki activism
At wwenty-four years of age Ishibashi had already worked a5 a
dishwasher in San Francisco, siudied politics and economics at
Lincoln High School and Osklind Polytech in California,
fought with a band of American woluntesrs in a revolutionary
Wﬂinﬂﬁhnldhndmrm:dmﬁﬂltnﬂpumﬂu
cause of Pan-Asianism. When he heard of the French aggression
in Siam, he too made a heroic dash w Bangkok. He was stopped
short in Shanghai when his funds were temporarily depleted—
a commonplace condition for these men.

Alter talking with Twamoto, the two evolved a plan o save
Slam from the dutches of French imperialism. Ishibashi bor-
rowed funds from another shishi friend and reached Siam on
the oext boat after Iwamotn, but they arrived just after the
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Franco-Siamese peace talks had ended and Siam had already
sgned a humiliating treaty with France (October 3, 1803) 2

Meither of thesse men was easily discouraged. With the
help of the language expert Yamamoto Yasutar, they contacted
the two Japanophiles within the Siamese government, Phaad-
sakeorawot), minister of education, and Surasag, minister of agri-
cultore (afwer 1892). To these men and anyone elee who would
listen they pleaded the Pan-Asian theme thar Siam must not be
gobbled wp by the Westerners. Their solution to Siam's problems
was the emigration of large numbers of Japanese into the coun-
try—apparcotly on the premise that Japan had already sucoess-
fully resisted the Europeans and could do the same for Siam,
To this end, they talked of senting up an emigration company,
and even spoke of an eventual Siamese-Japanese alliance, the
latter being quite in the traditions of such Asianims as Tarm
Takichi and Suganuma Teifu,*

The recepion in Siam of this kind of pecubiarly Japanese
sentiment about Asia and its future was apparenty not very
great. Yet there can be no doubt that at least two high-ranking
Siamese nobles in positions of importance in the government lent
a very sympathetic ear w these unofficial paladins of Asian
solidarity. Phaadsakorawon, minister of education, continued to
provide the two Japanese with living guarters. Surasag used his
influence as a prominent military man and as minister of agri-
culture to enshle them o lease several extensive parcels of ground
to serve a8 agriculiural bases for Japanese colonization. It is dif-
ficalt to locate these leased areas from Japanese descriptions be-
cause of the unsuitabilivy of Japaness fana for rendering Siamese
sounds and because of the arbitrary way in which the Japanese
used Chinese characters for Stamese place names at this time. It
scems fairly clear, however, that Surasag leased 3 700-acre parcel
to Iwamoto and Ishibashi in the district of Sapathum, near (ar the
present time within) Banghkok. Japanese sources point sut—eor-
rectly—that this land was part of the royal estates of the Siamese
Crown Prince (until his death in 1895) Cawfaa Wachirunna-
hid, 8

Onher contemporary Japanese sources specifically note leases
of land from the ministry of agriculture on “special contract”
{#okseyaka ) at this same time in other arcas, nowbly an approxi-
mately nine-square-mile lease on the east (right) bank of the
Chao Phraya River in the area of Ayuthia, and another lexse pos-
sibly mear the mouth of the Chao Phraya River™ These, wa,
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were apparenily leased o Iwamoto and Ishibashi. The role of
Minigter of Agriculiure Surasag was essential in the taking of
smhmuiulumhymﬂdmnhpnhqmﬂﬂﬂliinr
deed one of our dearest indicarions that for a brief moment at the
end of the nineteenth century cerain members of the Siamese
nobility gave some credence 10 the romantic, Pan-Asian message
of the Meiji shiski,

Word of the extensive land leases by Japanese in Siam spread
quickly among colonization devotees and shishi activists, particu-
larly since this was the dme when the “colonial fever”™ was at s
peik in Japan. By the spring of 189 Japanese in Shanghai were
welling each other of the large plots of land acquired by theis
countrymen in Siam, and it was bruited shout that the Japanese
population there would soon top a thousand.

Meanwhile, Iwamoto and Ishibashi confidently formed the
Siam Colonization Society (Shamu Shokumin Kydkai), and
then set about recruiting Japanese peasants to realize their plans.
Ishibashi departed for Japan while Iwamoto continued to make
preparations in Bangkok. He scurried about enlisting the aid of
a few wandering shishi-rdnin who were now beginning to appear
on diverse missions. Among thess lacter was one Komagai MNao-
suke, who drified to Siam in late 1893, apparently on emigration
scouting duties for Enomoto, judging from a letter wrinten by
him in February 1894,

Kumagai's letter well ilhastrates the mentality of many of the
Japanese activists in the wopics at this time and is worth quoting
in extenso for its flavor alone. Writing to a friend in Japan, Ku-
magai noted that he had already finished three arduows “scouting
trips” in Siam’s interior, and he complains of mountain erossings
in the north, river fordings in the south, poisonons serpents over-
bumor he adds: “If only I had had some money my trip would
have made Stanley's exploration of Dark Africa not worth a poop
{ b mi arazars koto )"

He then recounted a trip made recently to the old capital ac
Ayuthia (where he leased emigration land) w visit the remains
of the Japanese seventeenth-century settlement there: “T raised a
wooden monument and inscribed on it in large characters: ‘RE-
MAINS OF A JAPANESE SETTLEMENT,' and on the back
I inscribed: JANUARY 1, 189, KUMAGA]I OF GREAT
JAPAN ERECTED THIS." Then, amidst the flowers of the
helds and the cool waters, I grieved for the great spirit of Yamada
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Nmﬂju:mumthmmupmdh
whaole scene carried me back to the exploits of 300 years ago; 1
was suddenly overcome with deep emotion.”

He ended with the following appeal to his friend: *.
land of Siam awaits the coming of the Japanese. . . Wh;rm
wm@thﬁﬂnﬂiwﬁmﬂhﬁ:hh
this heroic attempt? T've frtched some native wine from the wil-
lage market and 1 await your coming]™*

Romantic, sentimental idealism of this kind was coupled with
some very firm idess on the political objectives of the shishi in
Siam, as can be seen from the following extract from a letter writ-
tem by Ishibashi Usaburd, one of the two organizers of the Siam
Colonization Society. Writing to a friend in Shanghai in March
Lm.hhhdnmuﬁddﬁuhmhnmﬂnnphnmnuin;

My ideas on Siam are (1) w expand the work of coloniza-
tion there and to establish a latent Japaness influence;
{2) to install Japanese in the Siamese government; (3) w
purchase all Siamese railroad stock; (4) wo purchas: the
Malay Peninsula. 'While this might appear unkind in re-
gard to Siam, our objective is to compete with the whire
man in Central Asia and hence does not affert the welfare
of the Orient in the least. Thus we expect to put the shove
four steps into effect.””

In Japan, Ishibashi had now made contact with Esomoto
T*ﬂhmﬂlluﬂhtﬂfﬂhﬂmn?ﬂmhmhﬂ

|
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i
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i

the coloadsts got through, Despite this resolution, be found him-
self sranded in the old “Téypd Ryokan” (Oriental lon)—a
famous inn catering o China rénin in Hong Kong—in March



E. Thedeus Fload

1895. He was destitute and had thirty husgry, bewildered Japa-
nese peasants on his hands.**

Twamoto's neglipence, which was typical of so many of the
ill-starred emigration ventures of the time, might have meant an
end to the Siam Colonizaton Sodety’s plans had it not been for
the arrival of the Siamese minister of agriculture, Surasag, in
Hong Kong just at that moment. His unexpected appearance
thers while on his way o Japan with his protégé, Yamamaoto
Yasutard, enahled Iwamoto to impose upon him for funds w
continue the journey, and the first group of Japanese emigrants o
Siam finally reached their destination safely.*

The Siam Colonization Society was now reorganized into 2
commercial firm, the Siam Colonization Company (Shamu Sho-
kumin Kaisha), and a bost of young Japancse activists, wander-
ing ronin, and self-styled heirs of the samurai tradition were in-
stalled oo the payroll in various managerial capacities. No presi-
dent was named (perhaps Surasag was slated for this post), but
Iwamoto became vice-president, with Ishibashi (just returned)
and Yamamoto Yasutar as company directors. The scouting en-
thusiast Kumagai Naosuke became company “advisor,” and two
other young firebrands, Arakawa Gagoro and Matsuno Yasu-
tard, were named “company secretary” and “supervisor of emigra-
tion™ respectively ®

This was the apogee in the brief history of the Siam Coloni-
zation Company. The ebullient Iwamoto Chizuna was especially
confident (even arrogant, some said) in April 1855 as he de-
parted for Japan aguin, announcing that he would return this
time with over a hundred emigrants. His spirits were bolstered
too by the fact that he carried with him “several thousand yen™
in funds borrowed from Minister of Agricultare Surasag to
fnance recruiting operations, and several hundred yen in “carnest
moncy™ from a Japanese firm in Bangkok desirous of hiring
workers in Japan. To further enhance his euphoric state of mind,
he was carrying a Siamese sword fashioned from gold, a oea-
sured family heirloom entrusted to him by Surasag in the hope
that he could have it polished and repaired in Japan™ Linde
wonder then that Sorasag and the staff of the Siam Colonization
Cnh:paﬂyptwmnﬂrmmyﬁdll&:mﬂipandmﬂ
nothing was heard from Iwamoto.

Surasag gave unstinting aid to the company's efforts in Siam,

providing Siamese workers to help the farmers prepare their plots
for sowing, for the latter were completely unfamiliar with tropi-
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tion enterprise in Siam. The dhronic impoverishment and mis-
management of the shiski were apparently straining bis puree, if
not his moral commirment to Pan-Astanism, and bhe adamandy

E :
2 4

in

proached the group and recruited a few 1 work as coolies
railroads then under construction in the Korat arca of the
east. Nothing more was beard of these unformunates, and
were presumably casualties in that early “railroad of death™ proj
ect which reportedly killed some forty Japanes: and some
hundred Chinese laborers, mosdly because of the malarial i
tions there

In the same month the dwindling emigrant group wis
proached by recruiters from a French mining concern |
western Siam. Since they had few alternarives, fifteen of th
Japanese farmers were induced to work in the mines. By Sep-
tember 1895, four of the original fficen came straggling back to
Bangkok, emaciated and sick, pleading for help. They reported
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that their fellow laborers were either already dead or dying at the
mines. Though the shishi managers had wried w wamn the emi-
grants of the dangers in working in the mines, this report never-
theless stirved their samurai instincts. After committing the sur-
vivars to a hospital, Ishibashi, Arakaws, and Matsuno set out on
the road south for the French mines, presumably bent on settling
accounts. They did not get far before they too fell prey to the
dangere of the tropics. Two became ill with jungle fever, and the
three only succeeded in making it back to Bangkok through the
generous sid of a tribal chieftain who rescued them on the road.
A further report from the French mines indicated that there were
no survivors there. To complete this growing btany of tragedies,
the shiski were shocked to find upon their retorn to Bangkolk thar
those emigrants who had not gone to work on the milmads or at
the mines had pow scattered, some becoming coolies, some do-
mestic servants, all of them swallowed op in the unfamiliar woeld
of tropical Siam. Not one remained with the conpany.

After this chain of hascos which Jeft their emigrant charges
dead, discased, or missing (though it was typical of these ventures
that the shishi were relatively unscathed), the company managers
decided o dissolve the firm. With the {presumably enthusiastic)
approval of its benefactor, Cawphrajaa Surasag, the casualty-rid-
ﬂmnrurnfﬂxﬁiimﬂnhﬂauimﬂmplnrmd:dinﬂ:mhr
1855,

The final chapter in the history of the Siam emigration
movement featured a change in dramatis personaes bt did not
offer relief fram the tragicomic series of fiascos that haunted the
shishi planners.,

By the time Iwamoto, chollient and well funded, arrived
back in Japan in March 1895, the “colonial fever” of which
Miyake Sewsurei wrote was at its height, Emigration was no
longer a novelty, for sizable groups of Japanese laborers and
farmers had already by 1895 pone w such faraway places as
Hawaii, New Caledonia, the Fijis, Guadeloupe Island, Australia,
India, Canada, America, snd Guaternala.®® WNot all of these ven-
tures were successful, however, owing to the great number of
ephemeral emigration firms that bad been hastily formed, often
by ungualified persons such as innkeepers, drifters or, as in the
case of the Siam Caolonization Company, visionaries with little
concern for detail. A number of emigration disasters had already
come to the attention of the Japanese public and were even
discussed in the Diet., As a result the government in Apnil 1894
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had issued the Emigrant Protection Regulations (Imin Hogo
Kisaku) in an effort to curb questionable venmures "7

Mot surprisingly, one of the first of the undesicable promat-
ers to be prohibited from engaging in emigration affairs was
Iwamoto Chiznna, who had returned to Japan for precisely that
purpose. He attempted o drcumvent the regulations by schem-
ing with some Fobe businessmen to start a company bur the
government refused wo license it, as one chronicler suggests,
“perhaps becanse they lacked faith in its ability w endure ™St
Iwamoto finally had t ask a legitimate firm, the Hiroshima
Emigration Company (Himshima Imin Kaisha) to recruit emi-
grants for him, and they soon had about a hundred men. At this
point Iwamoto himself fell seriously ill—possibly becamse the
ncws of the fate of the Siam emigrants in the “French Mines
Affair” was becoming public knowledge in Japan, and he was
thus condemned on all sides for his cavalier canducr.

Since returning to Japan, Iwamoto’s Pan-Asianist declama-
tions on the need for Japaness “guidince-tutelage” (keirin ) in
Siam had caught the attention of youthful idealists who were
casting about for some righteous cause abroad upon which to
expend their energies. One of these was Miyamaki Torash
{Téen).® His primary interest was in Chins, bt he way ar-
tracted to Siam by Iwamoto's tales of the powerful overseas
Chincse minority there. He saw in Siam and its overseas Chinese
population an epportuaity to infiltrate China “by the back door,”
as it were, and also to study the Chinese language and perhaps
contribute to the Pan-Asianis reform and strengthening of Siam
as well. Originally he planned 10 accompany Iwamoto and his
emigrants to Siam, but, when he heard of Iwamoto's illness, he
determined to go alone and visited Iwamoto to bid farewell.
Iwamoto, because of his illness and perhaps fraring his own re-
ception in Siam, made an emotional appeal to Miyazaki to take
his place at the head of the emigranis and through the Siam
Colonization Company (he was unaware it was defunct) to lay
the basis for a Japanese colony there. Stirred by this sickbed
rhetoric, Miyazaki overcame cerain doubis he had previcusly
harbored about Iwamoto's deportment and agreed to become the
representative of the Hiroshima Emigration Company. After
all the delays, most of the recruits had elected to go to Hawaii,
and Miyazaki departed for Bangkok on October 5, 1895, with
some (wenty farmers,

His arrival in Bangkok in late October 1895 came some
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seven months after [wamoto had deparied and only a few days
afver the Siam Colonization Company had come to an inglorious
end, Miyazaki was tken aback, therefore, when he presented a
lester of introduction from Iwamoto to lshibashi Usaburd, and
received in reply a barrage of invective aimed at the errant wice-
president of the defunct company. He was told of Iwamoto's
cavalier disregard for commitments, the breach-of-contract pay-
ments that had to be made, the Japaneie boss of esteern among
the Siamese, even including Cawphrajaa Surasag, and the con-
sequent dissolution of the company.

Surasag had not completely abandoned the Japanese, for they
were at that tme quartered in one of his former residences on
a tributary of the Chao Phraya River—a building large enough
to house a thousand men, as Miyazaki described it. With the
help of Ishibashi {who left Siam shordy thereafrer) temporary
employment was found for most of them in Japanese shops then
operating in the Siamese capital city.® Miyazaki concerned him-
self with their welfare, acting as their interpreter and “supervi-
sor,” but he also found tGme to scout for further emigration pos-
sibilities in Siam. In this connection he, too, soon made the
acquaintance of Siam's foremost military campaigner, Japano-
phl:,mdrdmmmmﬂﬂningn:ulmm,ﬂnwphm]uﬁwaug

Miyazaki's imprestions of thiz Siamese eoldier-smtesman
vividly confirm the picture of him, available in his own memoirs
and in Siamese biographies, as an unusually militant patrict. He
paints Surazag as a dynamic individual, actively in sympathy
with the fraternal, anticolonial, and Pan-Asianist sentiments of
the Japanese shishi types in Siam. He rightly perceived that
Surasag was bitter at having to serve in the unmilitary post of
agricolture minister, and he also sympathized with the latter's
discouragement at his countrymen's lack of militancy in con-
fronting the Western threat. Miyazaki was no doubt correct in
amerting thar it was this very absence of any militant reaction on
the pare of the Siamese to the Western threat that had brought
Cawphrajaa Surasag enthusistically to encourage Japanese colo-
nization in hopes of eventually revitalizing his own countrymen.

Surasag continued to give extraordinary and unwavering
support to the Japanese shirkd movement in Siam, even after the
failure of the Siam Colonizaton Company, When Miyazaki
called upon him in November or December 1895, he received a
warm welcome. Suramig told of his admiration for Japan's ad-
vances in the world (a reference w Japan's victory in the Sino-
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Japanese War, perhaps) and also old of his Mmmw' .
hi.Eu-r:rwn country’s situation. He questioned Miyazak op I-‘:Iﬁ
ultimate intentions in “protecting” Korea from Ching 5 the
recent war. The latter's replies are not recorded, but he gpp,,
ently reassured the Siamese noble, for Surasag “nh“iuﬁ.ﬂugly
endorsed further Japanese emigration inte Siam, though he in.
dicated be could no longer support the operation financially
“Honecst officials are always poor,” he told Mivazaki, by b
agreed to help all he could in other wa.]ra.“

Miyazaki, impressed by Surasag's sincerity, resolved w per-
suade the Hiroshima Emigration Company to support further
operations in Siam, and, after warning his cmigrant charges not
to be seduced by high-wage offers of employment on the Kom
railway, he departed for Japan.

The Hiroshima Emigration Company rejected Miyazaki's
ideas on further operations in Siam, but, despite this sethack, he
headed there again in March 1896 in the company of several
other like-minded shishi who were convinced of the future possi-
bilities of colonization projects there®™ These hopes were se-
verely jarred when, after a harrowing journey via Hong Kong,
Swarow, and Singapore, the shichi arrived in Bangkok only m
find that seventeen out of the original twenty emigrants Miya-
zaki had led o Siam earlier were now lying in the old company
headquarters, suffering from cholera and malaria. They had
digregarded his warnings and had been lured away by "unscru-
pulows” Japanese in Bangkok to work on the milroad project in
the porthesss,

There then followed a nightmarish climax w the Siam emi-
gration movement, The most gravely ill peasants were placed in
hospitals, and the shishi st themselves to care for the others in
the company's headquarters in Surasag's former residence. Death
was in the air, however, and after three days one of Mivazaki's
own shishi comrades succumbed to the fever, Subsequendy, six
of the Japanese emigrants died in the company office, and w
compound the imbroglio, even Miyazaki and the other shindd
were desperately ill for a time,

The fact that after this experience the rhéchd were Dot utterly
disillusioned with the future of Japanese colonization in Siam is
evidence of the heroic perseverance of these activists. One
suspects, nonetheless, that it was, as Miyazaki's memoirs indi-
cate, more out of a sense of obligation for the faithful support
of Cawphrajaa Surasag than owt of faith in their ideas thar the
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Mlﬂﬁﬂmﬂ:mhﬂlﬂmmdﬁmampmd
harvest it, just to demonstrate that all the financial expendiiure
and effort to date had not been in vain. They were taking no
chances with the farmers, however, and resolved to rely on them
no more. They would work the fields themselves. Yet even in
w0 provide them with implements to do the job. Such was this
unusial nobleman's unflagging faith in the Japanese thar he
even agreed to furnish them with Siamese peasants to work the
land. They declined this latter offer, perhaps somewhar hastily,
for these beirs of the aristocratic samurai were quite lacking in
agrarian skills. Inevitably, their crops failed and, finally discon-
solate, the shishi drifred back o Japen in the late summer of
189, eventually tov move on to more feriile felds for their bra-
vado in China® A few solitary activine appeared in Siam in
subsequent years on diverse, arcane missions, but the thrust of
the shishiled Siam colonization movement ended on this in-
glotious note, and the shiskd interlude in Siam was over™

It is the private, non-governmental shishi activities in Siam
that alone lend 2 certain character and historical interest 1o the
relatinns between that country and Japan in the Meiji era. There
were, of eourse, exchanges on other levels, including the govern-
mental, in this era, but they were for the most part desultary, and
were not pursued with moch enthusiasm by either side. Thus, in
the held of education, there were some indicarions in the 1880
and 1890°s of an apparent Slamese interest in Japanese progress,
as Professor Wyatt’s researches in the Bangkok archives have
recently shown™ Such informarion as the Siamese did gather
on [apanesc education was apparently never acted upon, how-
ever. The scveral Japanese “advisors™ who came to Banghok
lhrlﬂ!nhmmd:h]nmnphﬂnlﬁnin:rufﬂm
tion Cawphrajas Phaadskorawot) were far outnumbered by
Enrnp:madviuﬂund,wnhth:pnﬁhh of the {much
later) prominent woman educator Tuul Tetsuko (who was
mn:h:ulnfﬂw]!.u:hnui:thlﬂEmﬂh‘j clearly made
litthe impact on the Siamese educational system.

hﬂmﬁ:ﬂi]q:l!mumn:,u:hcwhm,dmw:um
influence predominated. Even the legal expert, Masao Tokichi,
who was scat in 1897 by the Tokyo forcign office to assist in the
revision of Siam’s legal codes, was trained at the Yale School of
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Law. He remained in Bangkok for sixteen years as a legal ad-
visor to the government and, though his specific influence is
difficult to assess, he was probably the most respected Japanese
ever to serve in an advisory capacity in Siam. He became Japa-
nese mindster to Siam in 1920 and died there in 19217

Exchanges in the economic sphere were similarly unimpos-
ing, and whatever progress or experience Japan had accumulased
by late Meiji tmes in this regard excited no curicsity in Siam.
Only the dld campaigner and Japanophile, Minister of Agricul-
ure Cawphrajaa Surasag, consistent in his admiration for things
Japanese, was active in this respect. He invited about ea seri-
cubture experts from Japan in 1903, but their experiments in the
Korat region failed, and the last one returned to Japan in 1913,
shortly after Surasag lefr the ministry.*

The record of official palitical-diplomanc exchanges between
the two states in this period was similarly unspectacular, and the
details of this are in any case beyond the scope of the present
paper. Sufhcs it to oote here that the brunt of the Degotiations
for a regular treary (1o replace the 1837 Declaration of Friend-
ship) was borne on the Japanese side by two officials who were
conspicuous for their Pan-Asianist sentiments: Said Miki (dis-
:umdmd!:rmdmpﬂp:r}lﬂdlmphl{mm- The latter,

pl:unﬂarhadhngthypu-tlﬂr;ulhmﬂnghimﬂ:th:
Siamese negotiator, Foreign Minister (Prince) Theewawof), in
which such sentiments emerged.™ There is reason to think that
Theewawo] was utterly unimpressed by this kind of talk. In
any case, Inagaki’s orders from Tokyoe to extract from the Sia
mese consular jurisdiction and other “unequal”® privileges en-
joyed by the Western powers there quite undercut the Pan-
Asian rhetoric he used™ With the signing at Bangkok of the
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Mavigation on Febroary
25, 1898, Siam was saddled with another unequal treaty, and it
had little reason to consider the Japanese as any different from
the Western powers, despite Inagaki's appeals in this regard.™
Accordingly, since the two states appeared to lack any abiding
mutual interests at this juncure in their histories, relations be-
tween them lapsed thereafier into an unspectacular torpor that
would continue undisturbed untl the repercussions of World
War I began to transform the Far East,

In view of this abscoce of any mutwal vital concerns or
tangible interests between the two states, it is primarily the
shishi imerlude, as discussed in this paper, that draws the anen-
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tion of the historian. In this regard the oustanding issue was,
of course, the Japanese gospel of Pan-Asianism, and the always-
fxscinating question of o what extent it was applicable or ac-
ceptable outside of Japan—in this case in the very foreign soil of
Siam. It would appear that the conspicuous roles of Cawphrajaa
Phasdeakyrawon and Cawphrajaa Surasag were the exceptions
here that prove the rule. The very frequency with which they
are mentioned in the Japansse sources, to the utter exclusion of
other Siamese, shows how narrow was the Japanese base of sup-
port and acceptance in that country. Obwiously Pan-Asianism
and anti-Westernism, a2 preached by lwunnm, Ishibashi, and
Migluki,didmtgrudfﬂ:iuduﬁmmindudﬂgm
in the 1890%,

There are a number of possble reasons for the failure of
Pan-Asianism to evoke a response in Siam, many of them in-
tangible, such as cultural, religious, and hinguistic differences and
the like. Tt seems safe to infer, however, that a principal one
was the fact that the Western presence in Siam was never ex-
tensive or obtrusive enough to generate the kind of resentment
that led to a limited seceptance of romantic Pan-Asanism by
certain South Chinese and Annamese anti-Western aczivists such
ms Sun Yatsen and Phan Boi Chau. The attitude of Surasag,
however, who was more familiar with the bitter side of (French)
colonialism than most of his countrymen, provides a hint of how
the Siamess might have responded to the sdiski missionaries had
their land indeed been colonized. Siam was not colonized by the
Woest, however, and accordingly the heroic shishi interlude there
was a futile exercise, “seribay initils, of ferme tolis, incuriosm
feme.”
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Tﬂhﬂrlmﬁ-ﬁmnlflflﬂiﬂleyﬂ’Hw“Mi{m
on the Sonth Seas Dfands; Tokyo, 1935), pp. 39-40; G& Ryd, Nan'po beeki,
pp 174=TE, On Bugimra, see Inc, Manehin, pp, 77827 Sanisl, “Four Japaes,™
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Thy Peopler aod Pebiicr of the For Eaw (Mew York, 1895), Chap. XXX
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Benghok te Henol = the company of Yemamots Shinsuke, both diguied as
yetlow-robed Bueddhit mosks. lwamow® bkl b o dayby-day jourmal of
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