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EDITOR'S FOREWORD

Fat mmflﬂllmrﬂﬂg:ﬂ“llﬂﬂnyﬂdmmm
thearies, descriptions, and systems definitions. . .
umwum-nhmn:nut.lpt,[:mdm:ulmmn
"l'h::m@tnftl:gﬂ:emnﬂi:tlwithﬂl:hmdlife

in many sysems, which can be inherently messy. To

eliminate such “messiness” in the name of simpliciey

destroys one of the essential characteristics of the system

i be defined.?

The system under consideration here is refigion, notoricusly
a difficult subject for analysis and one whose essential charac-
teristics arc stll debated. At times our authors attempt o ex-
Plﬂ-ﬂprﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂtuﬂ]'hlwthmmmlhtMUf
individuals, that unfold in the interplay of movements and
icdeas, or that result in conflict berween segments of some system.
At such times the inherent complexity—messiness—of the sys-
tem or systems under discussion becomes evident.

In this volume we seck to illusirate esseatial characteristics
of a system or systems in ferment, in the broad arca of Asia.
There is no overriding theoretical or disciplinary framework im-
posed o simplify the complexity that results. Beligion shades
into politics; seculsr actions share boundaries with religious
actions in apparent or momentary identity; individuals and
groups manipulate, codify, and exemplify symbols drawn from

. Van Coort Hare, Syrirms Awafyss; A [isgeome dpprosch, Harbrace
Seriew in Buginess & Ecomomics (Mew York, 1967}, pp. 135=34.




the popular, visceral “religious” belicfs of their time. Always
the focus is on religion, however; our contributors aveid the
mnpuﬁunmmm:uﬁinmgmnlﬁmﬁmnfm’.l,
political, or economic change per
Euwnnnglr,mnndﬂhgdmmufdummﬁu

in part or whole by ather authors. The politicalization of re-
ligious values and arganizations is one such theme; another lies
in the disparate reactions of urhanizing and of rural popolations
toward attempts to modify the traditional patterns of life, or in

media., Some themes, subsidiary in the Introduction, are more
Fully in subsequent papers. Two such themes are, in
fact, the of whole essays: the selective use of tradition
by renewing or revitalizing movements; and the process by
which religions imperatives become viewed and used as secular
ethics, understood as nothing more than the facts of life.

The prevaleace of these various themes throughout a set of
mmn&:mmuwlrmﬁ:rmhul“m%m
us sclection.” [t suggests either extraordinary prescience
the part of the participants, or perhaps an underlying grasp of

vi



the “essential characteristics of the system" under chservation.
The organization of the papers emerges naturally, even though
it is produced deliberately. From individuals acting as distillers
of fermented ideas, we move 1o the products of fermentation—
distillations—as seen in movements, organizations, and part-
societies, some becoming in turn distillers of ferment, producing
new ferment. At the end of each section we present a paper
posing a general theoretical approach to some of the problems
raised in the section. In each section we explore examples of
agitated, obwious ferment, and of quiet, slow, sometimes non-
vigble ferment. As our Introduction so aptly puts it, we muost
inclade Aotk within our systemn as we seek o define it, for
unless we shle to see the ferment sometimes hidden in

are

ﬂhht'_ir we will all too often see religious ferment
Lml'hut nnlfﬂnmmurg:ﬂ;iﬂﬂunwiﬂuutultim
eignificance; and we will run the risk of failing to discern the

n'gﬂiﬁm.thn:ntdmt{nqmﬂ}r,inlqﬁdfﬂm rEnews

the traditional while incorporating the new and modern into
itsclf.”

_Robert |. Miller
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